■.*■■,'.".■■  :/w 

mm-.' 


;?f:'il> 


;<:> 


•&^  i.:;;)w^4iJf;^• 
■!##t■^?ii''?^!■v■ 


■.A  ? 


Gc  '  M.  L 

974,801 

W27cru 

1351121 


GENEALOGY   COLLECTION 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRA 


3  1833  01179  8730 


GENEALOGY 

1974.801 

,W27CRU 


s.:i9'U 


(u 


o 


y    a 


THE 

COURTS   OF    justice'^ 
BENCH  AND  BAR 

OF 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


WITH   SKETCHES  OF  THE   EARLY  COURT-HOUSES,  THE  JUDICIAL  SYSTEM, 

THE    LAW    JUDGES,    AND    THE    ROLL    OF    ATTORNEYS    OF  THAT 

COUNTY  ;    AND    A    HISTORY     OF    THE    ERECTION    AND 

DEDICATION    OF   THE    COURT-HOUSE    OF    IQOO; 

WITH   PORTRAITS   AND   ILLUSTRATIONS. 


BY 

BOYD    CRUMRINE 

OF  THE   WASI 


"  Remember  the  days  of  old; 
Consider  the  years  of  many  generations  ; 
Ask  thy  father,  and  he  will  show  thee; 
Thine  elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee." 


I 


UNDER    THE    AUSPICES    OF 

THE   WASHINGTON    BAR  ASSOCIATION 
WASHINGTON,  PA. 

[  ON  SALE  WITH  THE  COURT  LIBRARIAN,  WASHINGTON,  PA.] 
1902 


Copyright,  iqo2 
By  BOYD  CRUMRINE 


iltir  ILakcsfOt  Jprcss 

.  R.  DONNELLEY  &  SONS  COMPANY 
CHICAGO 


135J121 


JUSTICE   AND   LAW. 

Justitia  est  constans  et  perpetua  voluntas  jus  suuni  cuique  tribuens: 
Corp.  Jur.  Civ.,  Tit.  I. 

Jurisprucientia  est  divinaruni  atque  humanarum  rerum  notitia,  justi 
atque  i7ijusti  scientia :  Idem,  Tit.  I.,  Sec.  i. 

Jtiris  prcecepta  sunt  hcec :  hoiieste  vivere,  alterum  non  ladere,  suum 
cuique  tribuere :  Idem,  Tit.  I.,  Sec.j. 

Expedit  enim  reipublica,  ne  qtiis  sua  re  male  utatur :  Idem,  Tit. 
VIII.,  Sec.  2. 

Of  law  there  can  be  no  less  acknowledged  than  that  her  seat  is  the 
bosom  of  God,  her  voice  the  harmony  of  the  world.  All  things  in  heaven 
and  earth  do  her  ho?nage — the  very  least  as  feeling  her  care,  the  greatest  as 
not  exempted  from  her  power ;  both  angels  and  men  and  creatures,  of  what 
condition  soever,  though  each  in  different  sort  and  manner,  yet  all  with 
uniform  consent,  admiring  her  as  the  mother  of  her  peace  and  joy :  Hook- 
er's  Eccl.  Pol. 


AND  YET  MERCY. 

For.     Then  must  the  Jew  be  merciful. 

Shy.     On  what  compulsion  must  I?  tell  me  that. 

POR.     The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  strain' d ; 

It  droppeth,  as  the  gentle  rain  from  heaven, 

Upon  the  place  beneath  ;  it  is  twice  bless' d, — 

//  blesseth  him  that  gives,  and  him  that  takes  : 

'  Tis  mightiest  in  the  mightiest :  it  becomes 
The  throned  monarch  better  than  his  crown  : 

His  sceptre  shows  the  force  of  temporal  power, 

The  attribute  to  awe  and  majesty. 

Wherein  doth  sit  the  dread  and  fear  of  kings; 

But  jnercy  is  above  the  sceptred  sway, 

It  is  enthro7ied  in  the  hearts  of  kings. 

It  is  an  attribute  to  God  Jmnself; 

And  earthly  power  doth  then  show  likest  God's 
When  mercy  seasons  justice.     Therefore,  Jew, 
Though  justice  be  thy  plea,  consider  this, — 
That  in  the  course  of  justice,  none  of  us 
Should  see  salvation  :  we  do  pray  for  mercy; 

And  that  same  prayer  doth  teach  us  all  to  render 
The  deeds  of?nercy.    I  have  spoke  thus  much 
To  mitigate  the  justice  of  thy  plea. 

— Mer.  of  Ven.,  Act  IV.,  Scene  l. 


FOREWORD. 

This  volume,  prepared  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1901, 
but  containing  a  utilization  of  notes  of  studies  in  local  history 
covering  a  period  of  over  twenty  years,  is  chiefly  for  the 
information  and  entertainment  of  the  good  people  to  follow  us, 
with  whom  an  interest  in  the  things  of  the  olden  time  shall 
the  more  and  more  increase  as  the  years  to  come  shall  change 
into  the  years  of  the  past. 

In  the  preparation  of  every  part  of  the  work,  very  great 
care  has  been  observed,  both  as  to  the  matters  that  are  of  the 
long  ago  and  as  to  those  that  belong  to  our  own  day,  with,  it 
is  believed,  a  fair  degree  of  success  where  accuracy  was  at  all 
possible. 

And  now,  to  the  great  future,  and  especially  to  Macaulay's 
New  Zealander  or  Somebody's  Philippino,  who,  sitting  on 
Wissamekiug  Bridge,  may  sketch  the  ruins  uncovered  about 
the  site  of  Catfish  Camp  of  old,  this  volume  is  respectfully 
dedicated. 

Christmas,  1901.  B.  C. 
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IN    THE    BEGINNING." 


I. 

IN   THE   BEGINNING. 

What  manner  of  country  was  this  of  ours  before  our 
fathers  moved  into  it  to  stay?  The  question  is  answered 
authoritatively  by  Captain  Thomas  Hutchins,  who  was  here 
to  see  it  for  himself  and  to  study  it  before  there  were  any 
settled  homes  of  white  men  on  our  hills  or  in  our  valleys. 

Hutchins  was  a  lieutenant  and  engineer  with  Colonel 
Bouquet  of  the  British  army  in  America.  Major  William 
Grant,  under  Colonel  Bouquet,  who  was  under  General 
Forbes  on  the  expedition  for  the  capture  of  Fort  Duquesne 
from  the  French,  fought  the  bloody  battle  with  the  French 
and  Indians  on  September  14,  1758,  on  Grant's  Hill,  where 
the  Allegheny  County  court-house  now  stands,  and  was 
disastrously  defeated.  In  this  battle  Lieutenant  John  Baird, 
the  father  of  Dr.  Absalom  Baird,  the  ancestor  of  the  Baird 
family  of  Washington,  was  killed. 

In  a  later  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Pitt,  during 
Pontiac's  Conspiracy,  the  British  under  Bouquet,  then  gen- 
eral, on  August  5,  1763,  fought  the  terrible  battle  with  the 
Indians  at  Bushy  Run,  not  far  to  the  east  of  Fort  Pitt  and 
the  new  town  of  Pittsburg,  defeating  the  Indians  with  great 
slaughter  and  relieving  Fort  Pitt.  On  what  is  known  as  his 
second  expedition.  Bouquet,  in  September,  1764,  built  his 
well-known  blockhouse,  still  standing  in  Pittsburg  as  he 
built  it,  and  now  under  the  care  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
Revolution. 

Lieutenant  (afterward  Captain)  Hutchins,  this  engineer 
with  Bouquet  in  one  or  more  or  all  these  expeditions,  re- 
mained west  of  the  AUeghanies,  and  surveyed  the  lands 
claimed  by  the  Indiana  Company  under  a  grant  from  the 
Indians,  these  lying  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia,  about 
1 


2       COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND  BAR. 

the  southwestern  corner  of  Pennsylvania.  A  map  of  them 
made  by  Hutchins  is  before  the  writer  now,  bearing  the 
date  1763. 

The  Monongahela  (or  Mohongalo)  has  its  headwaters  in 
those  lands,  and  flows  out  of  West  Virginia  northwardly 
to  Pittsburg,  where  it  joins  with  the  Allegheny  (Allegany) 
to  form  the  Ohio  (or  Splawacipiki),  which  flows  thence 
southwardly,  forming  with  the  Monongahela  an  immense 
horseshoe,  so  to  speak.  The  lands  lying  within  that  horse- 
shoe form  a  part  of  the  country  described  by  Hutchins  in 
a  work  entitled  "A  Topographical  Description  of  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina,  etc.,  by  Thomas 
Hutchins,  Capt.  in  the  60th  Regiment  of  Foot,"  Loudon, 
1778,  from  which  the  following  is  quoted: 

"  The  lands  which  lie  upon  the  Ohio,  at  the  mouths 
of  and  between  the  above  creeks  [Little  Kanawha,  Buffalo, 
Fishing,  Wheeling,  and  other  creeks  previously  named],  also 
consist  of  rich  intervals  and  very  fine  farming  grounds. 
The  whole  country  abounds  in  Bear,  Elks,  Buffaloe,  Deer, 
Turkeys,  &c.  —  An  unquestionable  proof  of  the  extraordi- 
nary goodness  of  its  soil." 

—  Here  he  makes  a  foot-note  as  follows: 

"  Indiana,  as  may  be  seen  in  my  map,  lies  within  the 
territory  here  described.  It  contains  about  three  millions 
and  a  half  of  Acres,  and  was  granted  to  Samuel  Wharton, 
William  Trent,  and  George  Morgan,  Esquires,  and  a  few 
other  persons,  in  1763." 

—  The  latitude  of  Fort  Pitt,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Alle- 
gheny and  the  Monongahela,  is  given  as  40°  31'  44,"  and  he 
proceeds : 

"  In  the  year  1760,  a  small  town,  called  Pittsburg,  was 
built  near  Fort  Pitt,  and  about  200  families  resided  in  it ;  but 
upon  the  Indian  war  breaking  out  (in  the  month  of  May 
1763)  they  abandoned  their  houses  and  retired  into  the  fort. 
In  the  year  1765  the  present  town  of  Pittsburg  was  laid  out. 
It  is  built  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  River  Monongahela, 
about  200  yards  from  Fort  Pitt. 
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"  The  Eapids  [a  distance  of  705  computed  miles  from 
Fort  Pitt]  are  nearly  in  latitude  38°  8',  and  the  only  Indian 
village  (in  1766)  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  between 
them  and  Fort  Pitt,  was  on  the  northwest  side,  75  miles  below 
Pittsburg,  called  the  Mingo  town ;  it  contained  60  families. 

"The  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio,  extending  South- 
easterly and  South-westerly,  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  watered  by  the  Ohio  River  and  its  branches, 
contains  at  least  a  million  square  miles,  and  it  may  with 
truth  be  affirmed,  that  no  part  of  the  globe  is  blessed  with  a 
more  healthful  air  or  climate;  watered  with  more  navigable 
rivers  and  branches,  communicating  with  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
by  the  rivers  Potowmack,  James,  Rappahannock,  Mississippi 
and  St.  Lawrence ;  or  capable  of  producing  with  less  labor  and 
expence,  Indian  Corn,  Buckwheat,  Kye,  Oats,  Barley,  Flax, 
Hemp,  Tobacco,  Eice,  Silk,  Potash,  &c.,  than  the  country 
under  consideration.  And  although  there  are  considerable 
quantities  of  high  lands  for  about  250  miles  (on  both  sides 
the  river  Ohio),  southwardly  from  Fort  Pitt,  yet  even  the 
summits  of  most  of  the  Hills  are  covered  with  a  deep  rich 
soil,  fit  for  the  culture  of  Flax  and  Hemp;  and  it  may  also  be 
added  that  no  soil  can  possibly  yield  larger  crops  of  red  and 
white  Clover,  and  other  useful  grasses  than  this  does." 

—  The  author  quotes  here  in  a  foot-note  from  the  journal 
of  Colonel  Gordon,  a  traveler  of  an  earlier  date,  describing  the 
same  country  as  follows: 

"This  country  may,  from  a  proper  knowledge,  be  affirmed  to 
be  the  most  healthy,  the  most  pleasant,  the  most  commodious, 
the  most  fertile  spot  on  earth  known  to  the  European  people." 

Such  were  the  lands,  a  part  of  which  we  now  call  our  own, 
at  the  time  they  were  occupied  by  our  forefathers,  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago;  and  we  now  proceed 
to  show  what  has  been  done  upon  them,  in  the  way  of  estab- 
lishing civil  government,  and  law  and  order,  and  courts  of 
justice,  and  public  buildings  in  which  to  hold  them. 
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But  we  are  not  quite  ready  for  that. 

The  foregoing  quotation  shows  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the 
surface  of  the  country  of  which  our  county  forms  a  part,  as  it 
was  in  1763.  Come  down  fourteen  years  later,  to  the  year 
1777.  At  this  time  our  county  was  a  part  of  Westmoreland 
County,  which  had  been  erected  by  the  act  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania legislature  of  February  26,  1773:  1  Dall.  L.  663;  2 
Carey  &  B.  88;  1  Sm.  L.  407.  But  Virginia,  also,  claimed 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  what  is  now  Westmoreland, 
Allegheny,  Fayette,  Washington,  and  Greene  counties,  had 
created  thereof  what  she  called  her  District  of  West  Augusta, 
and  had  divided  it  into  three  Virginia  counties,  Tohogania, 
Monongalia,  and  Ohio.  In  1777,  however,  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia  adherents  were  not  quarreling  with  each  other 
so  much  as  they  had  been,  for  the  War  of  the  Revolution  was 
then  on,  and  many  of  the  men  from  the  Monongahela  Valley 
had  gone  across  the  mountains  to  the  east  to  fight  King 
George's  armies,  and  those  who  had  not  gone  had  enough  to 
do  to  protect  their  homes  and  families  from  the  raids  of  the 
Indians,  with  a  great  lack  of  guns  and  ammunition  with  which 
to  do  it.  Observe  that  our  own  county  had  not  yet  been 
formed,  and  that  on  the  west  side  of  the  Monongahela  River 
the  Virginia  adherents,  and  Peunsylvanians  who  were  patriotic 
enough  to  act  with  them  in  the  emei-gency,  had  the  most  part 
to  do  in  the  direction  of  public  affairs. 

There  are  before  the  writer  pajDers  which  came  to  him 
through  the  late  Mr.  David  T.  Morgan  fi'om  the  papers  of  his 
grandfather,  Colonel  George  Morgan,  who  in  1777  was  the 
government  Indian  agent  at  Pittsburg.  They  bear  such 
indorsements  by  Colonel  Morgan  as  show  that  they  had  been 
transmitted  to  him  officially,  and  now,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four years  afterward,  they  are  used  here  to  indicate  out  of 
what  conditions  our  county  and  its  good  neighbors  have  arisen. 
They  are  copied  here  verbatim  et  literatim: 

"  At  a  Council  of  War  held  at  Catfish-Camp  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  West  Augusta  on  Tueasday  the  28th  day  of  January, 
Anno  Dom.,  1777. 
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Present  — 

Dorsey  Pentecost,  Co.  Lieut., 
John  Cannon,  Col., 
Isaac  Cox,  Lieut,  Col., 
Henry  Taylor,  Maj., 

David  Shepherd,  Co.  Lieut., 
Silas  Hedge,  Col., 
David  McClure,  Lieut.  Col., 
Samuel  McCuUough,  Maj., 


Tohogania  County. 


"Ohio  County. 


Zacharia  Morgan,  Co.  Lieut.,  f  ,,  ,    ,     ^^, 

^  ,      .„  .        „  .  >  Monangahela  County. 

John  Evins,  Major,  (  ^  •' 


Captains  — 

John  Muun, 
David  Andrew, 
John  Wall, 
Cornelias  Thompson, 
Gabriel  Cox, 
Michael  Rawlings, 
William  Scott, 
Joseph  Ogle, 
William  Price, 
Joseph  Tumblenson, 
Benjamin  Frye, 
Matthew  Eichey, 
Samuel  Meason, 
Jacob  Lister, 
Peter  Reasoner, 
James  Rogers, 


Captains  — 

David  Owings, 
Henry  Hogland, 
John  Pearce  Duvall, 
James  Brinton, 
Vinson  Colvin, 
James  Buchannon, 
Abner  Howell, 
Charles  Crecraft, 
John  Mitchell, 
John  Hogland, 
Reason  Virgin, 
William  Harrod, 
David  Williamson, 
Joseph  Cisnesy, 
Charles  Martin, 
Owin  Daviss. 


"  Colonel  Dorsey  Pentecost  was  unanimously  Chosen  Presi- 
dent of  this  Council,  whereupon  Col.  Morgan  &  Col.  Shepherd 
Conducted  him  to  his  seat. 

"Col.  David  McClure  was  unanimously  Chosen  Clark. 

"  The  President  Informed  the  Council  of  the  Importance 
of  the  Business  for  which  he  had  convened  them,  and  Con- 
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eluded  with  Recommending  Deliberation  in  their  Councils, 
Decency  &  decorum  in  their  Debates;  and  then  Produced 
two  letters  from  his  Excellency  the  Groveruor  dated  the  9th 
&  13th  of  December  last,  Signifying  the  necessity  of  a  spedy 
&  vigarous  Exertion  of  the  Militia,  and  putting  them  in 
a  proper  state  of  Defence,  &c.,  &c. 

"  Upon  Motion  made  Resolved, 

"  That  Col.  Dorsey  Pentecost,  Col.  Shepherd,  Col.  Morgan, 
Col.  Cannon,  Capt.  Richey,  Col.  McClure,  Maj.  Evins,  Capt. 
Mitchell  &  Capt.  Martin  be  appointed  a  Select  Council  to 
Consider  of  the  before  mentioned  letters,  and  make  their 
Report  to  this  Council,  to  be  [by]  them  Re-considered. 
"And  the  Council  adjourned  until  Tomorrow,  10  O'Clock. 

"  January  29,  1777. 

"The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  Present 
as  yesterday. 

"  Col.  Isaac  Cox  was  unanimously  Chosen  Vice-President. 

"  Col.  Pentecost  from  the  Select  Council  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  then 
handed  them  to  the  Clark's  Table,  where  they  ware  read 
a  Second  Time. 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that 
the  following  is  Proper  Places  for  Magazines  in  the  District 
of  West  Augusta  (Vizt)  the  House  of  Grabriel  Cox  in  the 
County  of  Yohogania,  the  House  of  John  Swearingen  in 
the  County  of  Monongahela,  &  the  House  of  David  Shep- 
herd in  the  County  of  Ohio,  and  that  the  six  Tunns  of  Led 
to  be  sent  to  this  district  mentioned  in  his  Excellency's  Let- 
ter of  the  13th  of  December  Last,  address'd  to  Col.  Pente- 
cost, be  divided  in  the  following  manner  and  deposited  at 
the  before  mentioned  places  (Vizt),  for  Yohogania  County 
2i  Tunns,  for  the  Monongahela  County  2^  Tunns,  &  for 
the  Ohio  County  IJ  Quarter  Tunns,  being  (as  this  Committee 
conceives)  as  equal  a  Division  of  the  said  Led  and  other  am- 
munition that  may  be  sent  to  this  District,  according  to  the 
number  of  People  in  each  County  as  may  be. 
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"  Resolved,  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  send  with  all  convenient  Expedition,  Powder  Equivalent 
to  the  before  mentioned  Led,  which  agreeable  to  the  Eifle 
use  is  one  pound  of  Powder  to  two  pounds  of  Led,  with 
Ten  Thousand  flints. 

"Resolved,  That  in  Consequence  of  his  Excellency's  Re- 
quest and  That  it  is  highly  Necessary,  and  it  is  accordingly 
Strongly  recommended  to  Col.  Pentecost  to  send  a  Capt. 
&  50  Men  down  the  Ohio  to  find  out  if  Possible  where 
Capt.  Gibson's  cargo  of  Powder  is  &  Conduct  it  up  to  the 
Settlements,  and  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Council  that 
the  Officers  and  Men  to  be  Employed  in  this  Business  De- 
serves double  Wages. 

"  Resolved,  as  the  Opinion  of  your  Committee,  That  upon 
the  best  Information  they  Can  at  this  Time  Collect,  that  one 
third  of  the  Militia  of  this  District  is  without  Guns,  occa- 
sioned by  so  many  of  the  Regular  Troops  being  furnished 
with  Guns  out  of  the  Militia  of  this  District,  and  that  one 
half  of  the  Remaining  Part  wants  Repairs. 

"  Resolved,  therefore,  that  Government  be  requested  to 
send  up  to  this  district  One  Thousand  Guns,  these  Rifles,  if 
possible  to  be  had,  as  Muskets  will  by  no  means  be  of  the 
same  service  to  defend  us  against  an  Indian  Enemy. 

"  Resolved,  for  the  Purpose  of  Repairing  Guns,  making 
Tommehocks,  Sculping  Knives,  &c.,  that  Proper  Persons  ought 
to  be  Employed  in  each  County,  at  the  Public  Expense,  and 
that  Thomas  &  William  Parkerson  be  appointed  in  the  County 
Yohogania,  and  that  they  Immediately  Open  Shop  at  their 
House  on  the  Monongahela,  for  the  above  purpose,  and  that 
they  make  with  all  Possible  Expedition  all  the  Rifle  Guns 
they  can,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  Tommehocks  and  Sculp- 
ing Knives,  &c.,  and  that  the  County  Lieut.  Receive  them,  or 
Direct  the  Distribution  thereof. 

"  Resolved,  that  Robert  Currie  [or  Carrie]  be  Employed 
for  the  above  Purpose  in  Monongahela  County,  and  that 
he  Open  Shop  at  his  own  Dwelling  House  in  the  forks  of 
Cheat. 
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"  Resolved,  that  Thomas  Jones  (or  some  other  proper  per- 
son to  be  appointed  by  the  County  Lieut. )  be  appointed  for 
the  above  purpose  in  the  Ohio  County,  to  Open  Shop  at  the 
House  of  Col.  Shepherd. 

"  Tour  Committee  having  Maturely  &  Deliberately  Con- 
sidered the  Truly  Critical  and  Distressed  Situation  of  this 
Country,  and  with  the  deepest  Anxiety  have  viewed  the  very 
Recent  Cruel  Depredations  Committed  on  our  people  by  our 
relentless  Neighbors,  the  Indians,  and  with  the  utmost  regard 
have  Considered  his  Excellency's  Recommendation  to  prepair 
for  Hostilities  in  the  Spring  and  to  prepair  to  make  Defence 
while  we  have  Time,  &  to  form  a  place  of  Defence  for  this 
Country,  are  of  Opinion  that  if  no  field  Officer  appear  to  take 
Command  of  the  Troops  now  Raised  and  Raising  in  this  Dis- 
trict, at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Different  Committees,  that 
the  sd  Committees  forthwith  Order  the  sd  Troops  to  such 
places  on  the  fronteers  as  they  shall  think  proper,  for  the 
Present  Protection  of  the  Inhabitants  ;  and  at  least  one 
hundred  of  sd  Troops  be  Ordered  to  Grave  Creek  Fort.  And 
in  case  the  said  Troops  are  not  stationed  as  aforesaid,  then 
the  County  Lieut,  of  Tohogania  County  is  requested  to  order 
a  Lieut,  and  25  men  to  Baker's  Forb,  and  a  Lieut.  &  25  to 
Isaac  Cox's  on  the  Ohio,  and  that  the  County  Lieut,  of  Ohio 
County  Order  a  Lieut.  &  25  Men  to  the  Beech  Bottom,  and 
a  Lieut.  &  25  Men  to  the  Grave  Creek  Fort,  and  that  the 
County  Lieut,  of  Monongahela  County  order  a  Capt.  &  50 
Men  to  be  stationed  at  the  House  of  Capt.  Owin  Davis's  at  the 
head  of  Dunkard  Creek,  and  a  Lieut.  &  25  Men  to  Grave 
Creek  to  augment  that  Garrison  to  50  Men. — Those  Men  to 
be  ordered  at  such  Time  as  the  County  Lieuts.  shall  think 
Proper  and  the  Exigency  of  the  Times  Require  ;  and  that 
Militia  be  Drafted  Officered  (and  held  in  Constant  Rediness) 
to  Rendezvouse  at  the  following  Places  and  in  the  following 
manner : 

"  (Here  is  mentioned  the  active  Officers,  the  place  of  Ren- 
dezvouse in  each  County,  which  are  the  places  of  the  magazines, 
the  drafts  and  who  heads  them  from  each  Company,  which  is 
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15  Privates,  one  Sargt.  and  a  Commissioned  officer,  making  in 
the  whole  about  1,100  men.) 

"Kesolved  unanimously  that  upon  the  first  Hostilities 
being  Committed  on  our  Settlements,  that  the  County  Lieut, 
in  whose  County  the  same  may  Happen,  Immediately  call  a 
Council  of  the  three  Countys,  as  Proper  measures  may  be 
persued  for  the  Chastisement  of  the  Cruel  Perpetrators. 

"  Agreed  to  in  full  Council. 

"A  copy.  David  McClure,  Clark." 

With  the  foregoing  paper  are  two  letters.  The  first  is  one 
of  those  referred  to  in  that  paper;  the  latter  is  of  a  later  date; 
both  are  explanatory  of  the  then  existing  conditions,  and  are 
here  given  in  full: 

"  WiLLiAMSBUEGH,  December,  13th,  1776. 
"Sir: 

"The  more  I  consider  of  the  state  of  things  in  your  Quar- 
ter the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity  there  is  to  prepare 
for  Hostilities  in  the  Spring;  and,  although  Continental 
Troops  will  be  stationed  on  Ohio,  yet  the  Militia  must  be  the 
last  great  Resource  from  which  your  Safety  is  derived.  In 
order  to  form  something  resembling  Magazines  for  the  Present 
I  have  ordered  about  six  Tuns  of  Led  for  West  Augusta;  and 
that  that  article  may  be  deposited  in  the  Proper  places,  I  wish 
you  to  Summon  a  Council  of  Field  Officers  and  Captains,  and 
Take  their  Opinion  which  places  are  the  fittest  for  magazines 
in  the  three  Counties  of  Tohogania,  Monaungahela,  and  Ohio, 
and  Transmit  the  result  to  me.  I  wish  you  would  please  to 
find  out  where  Capt.  Gibson's  Cargo  of  Powder  is,  and  let  me 
know.  In  the  Council  of  Officers  I  would  desire  it  should  be 
considered  whether  the  Militia  with  you  want  any  article 
Government  can  furnish,  and  what  it  is;  for  be  assured  it  will 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  Contribute  to  your  Safety.  I  am 
of  Opinion  that  unless  your  People  wisely  Improve  this 
Winter  you  may  probably  be  Destroyed ;  prepare  then  to  make 
resistence,  while  you  have  Time.  I  hope  by  your  Vigorous 
Exertions  your  frontier  may  be  defended,  and  if  necessity  shall 
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require  some  assistance  be  afPorded  to  Combat  our  European 
Enemies,  I  have  great  Expectations  from  the  number  & 
Known  Courage  of  your  Militia;  and  if  you  are  not  wanting 
in  foresight  and  preparation  they  will  do  great  things.  Let 
a  plan  of  Defence  be  fix'd  and  settled  beforehand;  I  mean 
Principally  the  places  of  Eendezvouse,  and  the  Officers  who 
are  to  act,  as  well  as  to  provide  speedy  and  certain  Intelli- 
gence. Let  the  Arms  be  kept  in  Constant  repair  and  redi- 
ness,  and  the  Accoutrement  properly  fix'd.  It  will  be  proper 
to  send  out  Scouts  and  Trusty  spies  Towards  the  Enemies 
Country,  to  bring  you  ace's  of  their  Movements.  I  wish  great 
care  may  be  used  in  the  nomination  of  Military  Officers  with 
you,  as  so  much  depends  on  a  proper  appointment.  You  will 
please  to  give  strict  attention  to  the  great  Objects  here  recom- 
mended to  you,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  of  the  safety  of 
your  People,  whose  Protection  Government  will  Omit  nothing 
to  accomplish.  "  I  am,  Sir, 

"Tour  mo.  hi  Servt, 
"CoL.  DoRSEY  Pentecost.  P.  Henbt,  Jb." 

"A  Copy, 

"Dorset  Pentecost." 

"  WiLLiAMSBURGH,  Febr'y  28th,  1777. 
"Sir: 

"  You  are  forthwith  to  send  one  hundred  men  properly 
Officered,  in  order  to  escort  safely  to  Pittsburgh  the  Powder 
purchased  by  Capt.  Gibson.  I  suppose  it  is  at  Fort  Louis,  on 
the  Mississippi,  under  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. The  Canoes  ready  for  the  Voyage,  the  Provisions  and 
every  other  matter  must  be  provided,  &  the  Officers  orders 
must  be  to  loose  not  a  moment  in  getting  the  Powder  to  Fort 
Pitt.  If  the  present  Garrison  leave  that  Fortress,  you  are  to 
order  two  hundred  Militia  to  guard  it  'till  further  orders. 
Let  all  necessary  repairs  be  forthwith  done  that  it  may  be  put 
into  a  good  posture  of  defence.  I  've  ordered  four  4-pound 
Cannon  to  be  cast  for  strengthening  it,  as  I  believe  an  attack 
will  be  made  there    ere   long.     Let   the    ammunition   (Lead 
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included)  be  stored  there,  &  let  it  be  defended  to  the  last 
extremity;  give  it  not  up  but  with  the  lives  of  yourself  and 
people.  Let  the  provisions  be  stored  there  &  consider  it  as 
the  BuUwark  of  your  country.  No  Militia  will  be  paid  but 
those  on  actual  duty,  &  I  wonder  any  one  should  think  other- 
wise. Let  me  know  the  quantity  of  Ammunition  &  Stores  at 
Pittsburg;  upon  any  alarm  of  dangerous  Invasion,  take  care 
to  defend  Pittsburgh.  Capt.  Lynn  has  a  good  Boat  capable  of 
bringing  the  Powder. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  hble  Servt., 
"  [Sign'd]         P.  Henry,  Junr.  '      ^ 
"County  Lieutenant  of  Monongahela." 

— What  a  temptation  to  stop  and  enlarge  upon  the  names 
and  places  and  conditions  disclosed  in  the  foregoing  old 
papers!  At  whose  "Dwelling  House,"  or  at  what  hotel  or 
hall,  at  Catfish  Camp,  was  held  this  council  of  war,  about 
four  years  before  we  had  a  Town  of  Washington  on  the  site 
of  Catfish  Camp,  indeed,  any  County  of  Washington?  The 
only  dwelling  here  at  that  date,  so  far  as  now  known,  was  the 
cabin  of  William  Huston,  which  was  at  the  old  spring,  nearly 
opposite  the  new  residence  of  Mr.  Winfield  Mcllvaine,  on 
East  Maiden  Street;  for  in  the  spring  or  early  summer  of 
1774,  Michael  Cresap,  on  his  way  home  after  his  alleged  kill- 
ing of  Logan's  kindred,  stopped  over  night  with  Mr.  Hiiston. 
But  we  do  know  that  the  blood  of  some  of  the  men  who  took 
part  in  that  council  of  war  flows  in  the  veins  of  members  of 
our  bar  practising  at  this  date.  A  great-grandson  of  Major 
(afterward  Colonel)  Henry  Taylor  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1879,  and  now  occupies  a  seat  on  our  bench;  of  Captain  (after- 
ward Colonel)  David  Williamson  there  are  at  the  bar  to-day 
a  great-grandson,  Mr.  Julius  P.  Miller,  admitted  in  1879,  and 
a  great-great-grandson,  Mr.  Julius  P.  Miller,  Jr.,  admitted  in 
1895;  while  two  cousins,   W.   Parkison   Warne,    admitted  in 

'It  should  be  noted  that  these  two  letters  from  Patrick  Henry  had 
been  copied,  doubtless  by  Dorsey  Pentecost. 
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1890,  and  Boyd  E.  Warne,  admitted  in  1895,  are  great-grand- 
sons of  Joseph  Parkison,  who  was  a  brother  of  Thomas  and 
William  Parkison,  called  upon  by  this  council  of  war  to  open 
shop  at  their  house  at  Parkison's  Ferry,  now  Monongahela 
City,  to  make  "Rifles,  Tommehocks  and  Sculping-Knives." 

And  this  may  lead  us  now  to  the  courts  of  justice,  bench, 
and  bar  of  Washington  County,  brought  into  being  by  the  act 
of  the  Pennsylvania  general  assembly  of  March  28,  1781:  P. 
L.,  1781,  400;  1  Dall.  L.,  874;  2  Carey  &  B.,  282;  1  Sm.  L., 
517;  Crumrine's  History  of  Washington  County,  222.' 

'  Two  general  histories  of  Washington  County  have  been  published;  the 
first  by  Dr.  Alfred  Creigh,  in  1865,  and  the  other  in  1882,  by  the  author  of 
this  volume,  who  can  think  of  no  more  modest  way  of  referring  to  the  latter 
history  than  the  one  he  has  adopted. 


JAMES    ROSS, 
Admitted,  1784;  Died,  lSi7. 
[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  from  oil  painting 
possession  of  the  Dr.  Thomas  McKennan  family.] 


II. 

OUR  EARLY   COURT-HOUSES. 

For  six  years  prior  to  1787,  Washington  County,  though 
then  embracing  within  her  limits  all  the  lands  in  Pennsylvania 
lying  west  of  the  Monongahela  Kiver  and  south  and  east  of 
the  Ohio  Eiver,  had  no  buildings  of  her  own  in  which  to 
hold  her  courts. 

At  the  time  of  her  first  term  of  court,  beginning  on  October 
2,  1781,  and  indeed  for  three  years  thereafter,  the  south- 
western corner  of  Pennsylvania  with  Virginia  had  not  yet  been 
finally  established,  and  the  western  boundary  line  finally  run 
and  marked  on  the  ground ;  and  for  many  years  what  is  known 
as  the  Boundary  Controversy  had  raged  between  those  states 
so  furiously  that,  had  it  not  been  for  a  common  interest  in 
protection  against  Indian  incursions,  and  the  revolution  from 
the  mother  country,  the  people  of  the  two  states  in  our  section 
would  have  fallen  into  serious  periods  of  riotous  bloodshed; 
for  during  many  years  and  up  until  just  before  Washington 
County  was  erected  by  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  the 
governments  of  both  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  claimed  and 
exercised  jurisdiction,  in  both  civil  and  criminal  causes,  over 
the  territory  which,  on  March  28,  1781,  was  formed  into 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania;  and  each  state  had  its 
own  judges,  magistrates,  and  subordinate  officers,  acting  side 
by  side,  not  very  peaceably,  however,  over  the  same  collective 
people.  A  regularly  constituted  Virginia  Court  was  organ- 
ized at  Fort  Dunmore  (Fort  Pitt,  afterward  Pittsburg),  on 
February  21,  1775,  for  the  Virginia  District  of  West  Augusta; 
and  when,  in  October,  1776,  that  district  was  divided  into 
three  Virginia  counties,  the  Virginia  Court  for  Yohogania 
County  was  held  at  first  in  a  court-house  on  the  farm  of 
Andrew  Heath,  near  what  is  now  West  Elizabeth,  Allegheny 
13 
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County,  and  afterward,  until  August  28,  1780,  at  a  Virginia 
court-house  on  the  late  Gabby  farm,  just  beyond  the  Citizens 
Water  Company's  reservoir,  on  the  southwest  of  Washington. 
A  full  history  of  the  Boundary  Controversy  may  be  found  in 
Crumrine's  History  of  Washington  County,  158-222. 

The  first  terms  of  our  courts  were  held  at  the  house  or 
cabin  of  David  Hoge,  occupied  by  Charles  Dodd  and  after 
him  by  John  Dodd.  This  cabin  was  on  the  lot  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  what  are  now  Main  Street  and  Strawberry 
Alley,  where  the  Strean  Building  now  stands.  On  this  lot 
the  courts  were  held  until  the  first  court-house  was  erected  on 
the  public  square  in  1787.  But  little  business  was  done  at 
the  first  term;  but  at  the  second  term,  held  on  April  2,  1782, 
several  cases  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  against  Gabriel 
Cox  and  others,  were  tried,  the  cases  arising  out  of  troubles 
having  their  origin  in  the  Boundary  Controversy. 

For,  the  arrest  and  trial  of  these  persons  brought  about 
complaints  to  the  Virginia  authorities,  who  in  turn  complained 
to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania;  where- 
upon that  body  called  upon  Thomas  Scott,  the  clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  for  a  report  of  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances. Thereupon  Mr.  Scott  wrote  to  President  Dickin- 
son on  August  15,  1783,  as  follows: 

"  The  case  of  Col.  Cox  is  shortly  thus  :  prosecutions  were 
Instituted  against  him  for  assaults  and  Batteries  in  useing 
compulsory  measures  to  draw  forth  the  militia  of  Washing- 
ton County,  By  virtue  of  orders  issued  by  Col.  Penticost  in 
Character  of  Lieutenant  of  Tohogania  county,  for  the  Service 
of  Genl.  Clark's  expedition  down  the  Ohio  in  1781.  Which 
orders,  as  well  the  people  who  were  thus  compelled  to  ser- 
vice, as  the  Generality  of  the  people  of  the  county,  could  not 
conceive  to  have  proceeded  from  the  authority  of  Virginia; 
not  only  because  of  the  previous  agreement  of  the  Several 
Legislatures,  but  from  the  orders  Given  by  that  State  on  that 
occasion,  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Monongalia  county,  viz  :  that 
he  should  confine  his  authority  to  the  South  side  of  Dixon's 
and  Mason's  Line  Extended,  although  the  Greater  part  of  that 


JOSEPH    PENTECOST, 

Admitted,  1792;  Died,  1823. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hallam  of  oil  painting 

■with  T.  M.  Pentecost,  a  grandson.] 
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county  lay  north  of  that  line  ;  on  this  Ground  as  well  as  on 
full  conviction  of  the  Legal  extension  of  the  Jurisdiction  of 
this  State,  the  people  very  Generally  disobeyed  these  orders, 
and  these  prosecutions  were  commenced. 

"  This  being  the  true  State  of  this  Gentn's  Case,  and 
although  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  was  exceedingly  disre- 
spectful to  the  court,  He  coming  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  a 
Tumultious  &  contemptious  Manner,  continuing  about  the 
Streets  in  that  Manner  until  evening,  and  the  same  night  an 
attempt  was  made  upon  the  house  in  which  the  court  was  held, 
and  part  of  it  Thrown  down  ;  yet  so  far  was  personal  resent- 
ment and  party  Spirit  from  mingling  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Court,  that  a  disposition  to  soften  the  prosecution  was 
observable  in  most  of  the  officers,  and  Col.  Cox  was  actually 
acquitted.  How  this  can  be  termed  a  Judgment  against  him 
for  a  Considerable  sum,  &c.,  I  cannot  understand.  It  is  true 
that  on  account  of  his  behaviour  already  mentioned,  I  charged 
him  Clark's  [clerk's]  fees.  There  was  Indictments  against 
one  other  Gent,  who  was  also  acquitted  and  discharged  with- 
out fees;  and  there  is  a  Suit  depending  against  two  others 
for  things  of  the  same  nature,  done  at  the  same  time;  But 
there  never  was  a  decision  of  any  court  against  any  Virginia 
officer,  as  such,  for  any  cause  whatever":  Crumrine's  His- 
tory, 239. 

Mr.  Scott  does  not  tell  us,  what  may  have  been  the  case, 
that  the  jurymen  who  sat  on  the  Cox  trials,  the  most  of  them 
former  Virginia  adherents,  may  have  been  out  with  him  the 
night  that  a  part  of  the  house  in  which  the  court  was  held  was 
"  Thrown  down." 

The  history  of  our  early  court-houses  and  other  public 
buildings  has  lightly  been  touched  upon  in  the  addresses 
delivered  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  court-house 
of  the  year  1900,  as  hereinafter  contained,  and  it  is  more  fully 
to  be  found  in  Creigh's  History  of  Washington  County,  pp. 
136-141,  and  in  Crumrine's  History,  463-468. 

Some  discrepancies  may  exist  in  the  different  accounts  as  to 
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the  description,  material,  and  cost  of  construction  of  these 
earlier  public  buildings,  but  no  more  than  is  to  be  expected 
from  a  knowledge  of  all  the  conditions.  For,  four  court-houses 
have  now  been  erected  in  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years,  and  each  because  the  preceding  one  would  no  longer 
contain  the  public  records  so  arranged  that  at  all  times  they 
could  be  reached  for  examination;  the  overflow  from  those  in 
constant  use  had  been  packed  or  put  away  in  an  irregular  man- 
ner, and  would  not  come  forth  when  wanted.  For  instance, 
when  the  new  jail  building  was  erected  in  1868,  there  was 
constructed  to  the  left  and  south  of  its  main  entrance  from  the 
court-house  an  office  for  the  county  treasurer,  behind  which 
was  placed  a  large  vault,  supposed  to  be  fire-proof,  and  intended 
for  the  overflow  from  the  court-house  vaults.  But  the  over- 
flow was  too  great  for  this  new  vault,  and  many  books  and 
records,  valuable  to  the  citizens  of  the  county,  were  packed  in 
pine  store-boxes  and  placed  in  the  cellar  of  the  old  court-house, 
where  they  seem  to  have  been  forgotten  and  left  to  the  rot  and 
rats.  Then,  when  the  Town  Hall,  which  had  stood  for  thirty 
years  to  the  left  of  the  late  court-house,  and  all  the  other 
buildings  with  it,  were  removed  from  the  public  square,  all 
the  public  records  and  papers,  including  those  from  the  treas- 
urer's-office  vault  and  the  boxes  from  the  cellar,  were  removed 
to  the  Town  Hall  in  its  new  location,  south  of  Cherry  Avenue, 
where  they  lay  in  constant  danger  of  destruction  by  fire  until 
removed  to  the  new  court-house.  There  they  are  now  safe 
from  loss,  although  not  yet  arranged  so  that  they  can  be 
readily  found  and  examined. 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  the  authorities  in  control  will 
faithfully  see  that  as  soon  as  possible  all  the  public  books  and 
records  of  the  county  shall  be  carefully  rearranged  and  filed 
in  their  proper  places,  so  that  all  persons  having  either  a  prop- 
erty or  any  other  interest  in  them  may  readily  find  them. 


PAKKER    CAMPBELL, 

Admitted,  1794 ;  Died,  IS'24. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  with  Mr.  Percy  Digby, 

Librarian  of  Allegheny  County  Law  Library.] 
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Washington  County,  though  created  by  an  act  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  in  1781,  made  its  first  tax  levy  in  1783.  In 
the  latter  year  it  began  to  provide  for  a  court-house  and 
jail  upon  the  "public  square,"  at  the  corner  of  Mononga- 
hela  (now  Main)  and  Ohio  (now  Beau)  Streets,  fronting 
240  feet  on  the  former  and  extending  back  the  same  width 
and  distance  on  the  latter,  the  frontage  on  Monongahela 
Street  reaching  to  Johnston's  (late  Cherry)  Alley.  This 
court-house  was  completed  in  1787. 

The  "  public  square  "  referred  to  was  conveyed  by  David 
Hoge  to  James  Edgar  and  others,  in  trust  for  Washington 
County,  upon  which  to  erect  a  court-house  and  prison;  the 
conveyance  being  made  on  October  18,  1781,  the  fifth  day 
after  Mr.  Hoge  had  laid  out  the  town  of  Washington.  If  the 
legal  title  to  the  lot  had  never  been  conveyed  to  the  county, 
and  the  lot  had  been  left  vacant  for  the  general  use  of  the 
town,  the  county  would  all  the  same  have  had  the  right 
to  appropriate  at  least  a  part  of  it  to  the  uses  of  a  court- 
house: Mahon  v.  Luzerne  Co.,  197  Pa.  1. 

What  was  the  appearance  of  things  when  this  first  court- 
house was  begun?  In  the  year  1815,  William  Darby,  a  dis- 
tinguished geographer  of  his  day,  writing  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  said: 

"  In  the  fall  of  1782,  the  site  where  Washington  now 
stands  was  a  vast  thicket  of  black  and  red  hawthorn,  wild 
plums,  hazel  bushes,  shrub-oaks,  and  briers;  often  have  I 
picked  hazel-nuts  where  the  court-house  now  stands. 
The  whole  country  was  a  dense  forest,  only  broken  by  small 
patches  with  dead  trees,  made  so  by  the  axe  of  the  early 
pioneer:"    Creigh,  129;  Day's  Historical  Collections,  660. 

This  William  Darby  was  born  in  1774,  was  at  Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  in  the  fall  of  1782,  and  died  in  1854,  aged 
eighty  years.  Before  his  death  he  published  a  valuable  and 
interesting    work    entitled    "A  View   of    the   United    States, 
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witli  a  Particular  Account  of  the  Various  River  -  basins : " 
Lippincott's  Biographical  Dictionary,  775.  "  Darby's  View 
of  the  United  States  should  not  be  overlooked  in  our  western 
historical  collections  " :     2  American  Pioneer,  321. 

What  kind  of  a  court-house  was  this  first  one,  and  what 
was  its  exact  position?  Most  likely  it  was  made  of  logs, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  jail  occupied  the  first  floor,  and  the 
courts  the  second,  the  building  standing  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  lot;  but  there  are  discrepancies  in  the  written 
accounts:  Creigh,  136;  Crumrine,  464.  What  did  it  cost 
the  tax-payers?  At  present  we  have  no  record,  but  among 
the  papers  coming  down  from  John  Hoge,  one  of  the  sons 
of  David  Hoge,  the  proprietor  of  the  town,  is  a  paper  indi- 
cating that  John  Hoge  and  Andrew  Swearingen  were  in  part- 
nership as  the  contractors  with  the  county  for  the  building 
of  this  court-house,  and  that  its  entire  cost  was  £701  8s.  9f  d 
This  paper  was  but  lately  brought  to  public  notice,  and 
the  original  being  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Washing- 
ton County  Historical  Society,  a  verbatim  copy  is  here  given, 
heading  and  all: 

MONEYS  PAID  OUT  FOR  BUILDING  THE  COURT  HOUSE  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  WASHINGTON  BY  ANDREW  SWEARINGEN  AND  JOHN 
HOGE,  ESQ. 

1786  Paid  Alex.  McCoy  for  4  months  21  days 

work 13  2  6 

Do  To  Job  Hays  1  Days  work 0  2  0 

Do  To  John  Porter  2  months  work 5  5  0 

Big  Alex.  McCoy  24  Days  @  2-6 3  0  0 

James  Gelaspy  10  Days  @  2-6 1  5  0 

James  Gass  and  son  19  Days  @  2-6 2  7  6 

Ben  Steward  7  Days  @  2-6 17  6 

James  McCoy  7  Days  @  2-6 17  6 

William  Hammon  1  month  and  4  days  3  0  0 

Joseph  Nation  11  1-2  Days  a  2 1  2  6 

John  Stokely  as  pr  account  for  Labour  1  16  0 

8  John  McMullen  Do 1  12  6 


JAMES    ASHBKOOK, 

Admitted,  1798. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  furnished  by  Jlrs.  Mary  L. 

Race,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio.] 


OUR   FIRST   COURT-HOUSE.  19 

1787          Ralph  Columns  Do 1 

Jany.  28  Paid  John  Reed  mason 57 

Paid  Captain  Blakeney  for  materials 124 

Paid  Joshua  Barnes  for  making  Shingles  12 

Paid  John  Whiton  for  burning  lime 17 

Paid  John  Singers  for  queriing  Stone..  4 

Paid  Philip  Coe  for  hughing  Timber..  29 

Paid  Charles  Rickets  for  13800  brick..  12 
Whiskey    that   Swearingen    found    102 

gallons 12 

March  26  Paid  William  Huston  for  stone 6 

80  Paid  McCormicks  nigro  for  1  Days  work 
Paid  Amos  Gregg  for  1230  feet  popular 

plank 5 

Ap.  20  Paid  Wiuton  for  1000  feet  boards 4 

May  13  Paid  Jacob  Shiveley  for  346  Do 1 

Paid  John  Dilley  for  1056  Do 3 

28  Paid  Amos  Gregg  for  plank 2 

29  Paid  Caleb  Balden  for  plank 7 

Mar.  2  Paid  Mr.  Richmond  for  Drawing  wood 

for  Drying  boards 1 

14  Paid  Mr.  John  Flake  for  500  bricks...        1 
May  21  Paid  Mr.    Richmond  for  drawing  lathe 

stuf 

23  Paid  Winton  for  drying  Kill  boards 2 

June  2  Paid  Workmaus  boys  for  hair 1 

Aug.  23  Paid  Mr.  Steel  for  1^  days  waggonining 

one  hand  with  him 1 

Sept.  2  Paid  Mr.   Heany    for   drawing  2    loads 

sands 

Dec.  4  Paid  James  McDermit  for  13  days  work       1 
Paid  John  Mcquiston  for  40  days  tend- 
ing mason 7 

Paid  Anthony  McConnehew  for  5  Do.. 

Paid  2  men  for  Sawing  lathe  Stuff 

Paid  James  Wilson  for  lathe  Timber.. 
Paid  Daniel  Harris  for  hueing  Timber       2 

Paid  Alex   Fulton  for  brick 1 

Paid  Do Do  for  a  riddle 

Paid  Do Do  for  60  Shingles. . 
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Paid  Matthew  Winton  carpenter 160       0       0 

Paid  Jno.    Reed  mason   for   plastering 

Joal  room 2       0     10^ 

Do    for    making   lathes    and    plastering 

Cort-house 28 

Paid  Mr.  Wherry  for  500  ft.  Lin  plank       1 

Paid  Mr.  Gaut  for  13  bushels  hair 

*  Paid  Mr.  Connel  for  Do 

Paid  Conolel  Cannon  for    plank 7 

Paid  Wm.    Early   for   digging   Trench 

from  Dungeon _. 1 

Do  for  splitting  puncheons  to  cover  the 

Trench  and  drawing  paid  Jno.  "White 

Paid  Samuel  Black  for  lathing  nails 

Paid  Jno.   Reed  for  plastering  Cornish 


9 

4 

18 

0 

13 

0 

3 

9 

16 

3 

10 

0 

3 

0 

H 

2 

0 

0 

574 

14 

H 

574 

14 

H 

1 

12 

4 

Brought  Forward 574 

June  15  Paid  Mr.  Lindley  for  plank  and  Scantlin 

Sept.  15  Paid  Mr.  Cook  for  Sawing  300  feet  Scaf- 

fle  boards  and  2325  of  lathes  and  100 

feet  sawing 4     14     10^ 

23  Paid  John  Cotton  for  325  feet  season 

boards 14       4^ 

Oct.  6  Paid   John   Reed    mason    for    building 

Corthouse   Steps 4 

10  Paid  Alex  McCoy  for  16  days  work.. .       2 
Nov.  3  Paid  John  McQueston  for  Tending  Reed 
Paid  Barnes  for  hueing  timber  for  Cort- 
house steps 

Paid  John  McQueston  for  work 4 

Paid    Huston   for    18    perch    Stone   for 

Corthouse  steps 5 

1788  Paid  old  Cox  for  Living  at  Cooks 1 

Ap.  1st  Paid  David  Dilly  for  2000  ft  Dry  boards       8 

Paid  Captain  Huse  for  Shingle  Timber       1 

June   14  Paid  James  Chambers  for  hueing  timber       3 

July  28  Paid  James  McCluney  as  pr  Bill 4 


0 

2i 

0 

0 

12 

6 

12 

6. 
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0 
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0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

8 

14 
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Sept.  25  Paid  John  Dilly  for  650  feet  boards. ..  2     12  6 
Paid  John  Whiton  for  60  feet  boards..  5  0 
Oct.  4  Paid  John  Baird  for  563  feet  boards. ..  2       9  6 
Do  for  Drawing  2  loads  from  Cannons- 
mil 18  0 

6  James  Demint  Do  for  1000  feet  boards  3     15  0 

Paid  Marts  for  1000  brick 1     15  0 

31  Paid  James  White  for  Drying  boards..  10  0 

Paid  for  6  quarts  whisky  White  drank  6  0 

Nov.  4  Do  1  quart 1  0 

Dec.   12  Paid  James  Wilson  for  44  loads  stone.-  12  0 

22  Paid  Samuel  Dilly  for  half  inch  plank..  1      19  9 

27  Paid  James  Lin  for  drawing  plank 2     19  6 

1789 

Jany  3  Paid  Samuel  Shannon  for  Smithwork 18     14  2 

Feby  11  Paid   Thomas   Pew  for  1500   feet  inch 

boards  and  960  of  half  inch  Ditto. ..  8     14  6 
Paid  James  Wilson  for  drawing  wood 

to  dry  boards 5  0 

Paid    Winton    for    painting    doors  and 

windows 12  1 

Paid  Reeds  fool   for  making  the  Circle 

over  the  Councel  Table 3  9 

Paid  James  Reed  for  Carpenter  work  in 

Cort 9     16  10 

Paid  Mr.  Cunningham  for  whisky  glass 

and  sprigs 2       3  10 

Paid  John   Whiten  for  8  days  tending 

mason 1       0  0 

Paid    John   Baird    for    107   ft    halfinch 

plank 13  9 

Paid  William  Simmons   for  drawing  1 

load  lathes  from  Cannonsmill 0       9  0 

Paid  Robert  Steel  for  drawing  sand  & 

lime -.  2     17  9 

Paid  John  White  for  6  bushels  Lime..  3  0 

To  Andrew  Swearingen  as  pr  bill 18       8  10 


701       8 
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Jany  24th  1800  Andrew  Sweriiigen  Esq  and  John  Hoge  this 
day  settled  their  acct  in  which  the  foregoing  is  included  and  a 
balance  appears  to  be  due  the  said  Swearingen  of  one  hundred 
Dollars  Jno.  Hoge.' 

—  Note  the  fact  that  the  account  of  the  payments,  running 
from  1786  to  1789  inclusive,  is  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
while  the  memorandum  given  by  Mr.  Hoge  for  the  balance 
due  to  Mr.  Swearingen,  dated  January  24,  1800,  is  in  dollars; 
this,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that,  during  the  Revolution 
and  the  period  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  each  colony 
or  state  used  its  own  colonial  or  the  English  currency;  its 
"dollars"  were  the  dollars  of  Spain,  chiefly;  and  not  until  the 
Act  of  Congress  of  July  6,  1785,  was  the  U.  S.  {$)  "Dollar" 
established  as  the  ideal  money  unit  of  "  The  United  States  of 
America;"  but  not  until  the  Act  of  April  2,  1792,  was  the 
United  States  Mint  authorized,  establishing  a  national  coin- 
age, the  first  coinage  both  in  silver  and  gold  being  somewhere 
in  the  period  1793  to  1795. 

Pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  are  found  in  certain  of  our  old 
Pennsylvania  statutes  and  official  papers  still  in  force  and  use ; 
for  instance,  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  imposed 
upon  a  non-attending  witness  duly  subpoenaed;  but  under  a 
post-Eevolution  order  made  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania,  the  pound  so  mentioned  was  made  of  the 
value  of  $2.66§,  so  that  100  pounds  was  of  the  value  of 
1266. 66§:  See  Chapman  v.  Calder,  14  Pa.  357. 

'Note  that  it  is  altogether  probable  that  the  foregoing  account 
embraced  all  the  expenditures  for  the  court-house  of  1787;  for  the  phrase 
in  the  receipt,  "  in  which  the  foregoing  is  included,"  indicates  that  in  the 
settlement  on  which  the  balance  of  $100  resulted,  were  embraced  not  only 
all  the  expenditures  for  the  court-house,  but  aU  other  open  matters  between 
the  parties  as  well. 

A  hundred  years  hence  it  will  be  said  with  confidence,  as  being  shown 
by  the  records,  that  while  IO3J4  gallons  of  whiskey,  including  the  seven 
quarts  that  White  drank,  were  consumed  in  the  erection  of  our  first  public 
buildings  at  the  beginning  of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  none  at  all  was  con- 
sumed in  the  erection  of  the  magnificent  new  public  buildings  put  up  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Twentieth  Century.  See  "  Total  Cost  of  the  Court- House 
and  Jail  of  1900,"  in  Chapter  XI.,  hereafter. 


WILLIAM    BAIRD, 

Admitted,  1812 ;  Died,  1s34. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hiillam  of  oil  paiiUiug 

with  the  widow  of  ex-Gov.  J.  J.  Jacobs,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.] 
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Wherefore,  if  in  the  foregoing  account  the  Pennsylvania 
currency  weretneant,  the  cost  of  our  first  court-house  and  jail 
was  $1,871.20;  but  if  the  English  currency  were  used,  the 
English  pound  being  valued  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July 
31,  1789,  at  $4.44,  then  our  first  court-house  and  jail  cost  our 
forefathers  $3,115.56,  in  labor  and  materials. 

Would  that  we  could  reproduce  some  ancient  picture  of 
this  our  first  court-house !  But  those  who  builded  it  were  not 
thinking  much  of  us  at  the  time,  and  they  left  us  nothing  by 
which  to  judge  of  their  taste  or  liberality;  they  had  other 
things  to  look  after.  However,  through  the  "art  preserv- 
ative," though  without  illustrations  of  the  early  days  in  the 
way  of  pictures,  there  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  printed 
page  a  few  words  now  and  then  which  tell  us  something  of  the 
costumes  as  well  as  of  the  customs  of  this  obscure  past. 

Hon.  Samuel  Wilkeson,  writing  of  his  "Early  Recollec- 
tions of  the  West,"  in  2  American  Pioneer,  159,  says: 

"  So  great  was  the  destitution  of  comfortable  clothing, 
that  when  the  first  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  held  at  Catfish, 
now  Washington,  a  highly  respectable  citizen  whose  presence 
was  required  as  a  magistrate,  could  not  attend  court  without 
first  borrowing  a  pair  of  leather  breeches  from  an  equally 
respectable  neighbor  who  was  summoned  on  the  grand  jury. 
The  latter  lent  them,  and  having  no  other  had  to  stay  at  home." 
See  also  Smith's  Old  Redstone,  37-44. 

This  Samuel  Wilkeson  was  born  at  or  near  Carlisle  about 
1779,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  the  Chartiers  Valley  in 
1784.  One  of  the  three  pack-horses  "was  rigged  out,"  he 
writes,  "with  a  pack-saddle,  and  two  large  creels  made  of 
hickory  withes  in  the  fashion  of  a  crate,  one  on  either  side,  in 
which  were  stowed  the  beds  and  bedding  and  the  wearing 
apparel  of  the  family.  In  the  centre  of  these  creels  there  was 
an  aperture  prepared  for  myself  and  sister,  and  the  top  was 
well  secured  by  lacing  to  keep  us  in  our  places,  so  that  only 
our  heads  appeared  above." 

At  the  time  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  Wilkeson  lived 
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somewhere  below  Canonsburg,  and  a  note  in  the  History  of 
Jefferson  College  states  that  at  one  time  he  had  been  inden- 
tured to  Colonel  George  Morgan.  In  time  he  removed  to 
Western  New  York,  became  a  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  at 
Buffalo,  in  Erie  County,  in  that  state,  and  he  served  also  in 
the  Senate  of  New  York. 


OUR    SECOND    COURT-HOUSE. 

The  Eev.  Thaddeus  Dodd  taught  a  classical  school  in  a 
room  in  the  first  court-house  for  a  short  period,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  school  by  Rev.  David  Johnston,  who  con- 
tinued at  its  head  until  the  winter  of  1790-91,  when  the 
building  was  burned  and  Mr.  Johnston  became  the  principal 
of  the  academy  established  at  Canonsburg:  Creigh,  137; 
Crumrine,  441.  This  burning  made  it  necessary  that  a  new 
court-house  should  be  erected,  which  was  begun  at  once  and 
completed  in  1794.  Its  cost,  it  is  said,  was  about  £3,000,  or 
say  about  $8,000,  the  Pennsylvania  pound  being  $2.66§,  or 
about  $13,320  in  the  English  currency.  An  entry  upon  the 
commissioners'  books  indicates  that  the  time  of  its  entire 
completion  was  of  date  July  19,  1794,  in  the  heated  period  of 
the  Whiskey  Insurrection,  the  entry  showing  that  carpenters 
were  employed  "to  work  on  the  cupola  of  the  court-house, 
finish  the  same,  and  have  the  vane  gilded." 

Our  second  court-house,  with  its  related  buildings,  some 
of  them  perhaps  built  before  it,  was,  as  we  shall  see,  of  no 
mean  significance  for  its  day  and  generation. 

On  August  24,  1901,  the  writer  had  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Samuel  R.  Witherow,  born  in  1808,  and  brought  to  Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  in  1811,  one  year  after  the  town  became  a 
borough,  and  still  living  on  North  Main  Street  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three,  weak  physically,  but  with  his  memory  well  pre- 
served. Since  then  the  writer  has  met  a  gentleman  of  the 
bar,  retired  from  practice  for  many  years,  born  and  brought 
up  in  Washington,  and  reasonably  familiar  with  the  second 


THOMAS  McK.   T.   MoKENNAN, 

Admitted,  1814  ;  Died,  1852. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  steel-plate  print  fumlsbed  by  family 

of  Dr.  Thomas  JIcKennaii.] 
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court-bouse  and  surroundings  in  his  boyhood ;  and  to  him  the 
writer  is  indebted  for  the  following  details  confirming  the  re- 
lation of  Mr.  Witherow: 

The  court-house  was  of  two  stories  and  built  of  brick, 
about  fifty  feet  in  front,  extending  back  about  seventy  feet, 
and  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  lot,  fronting  on  Main  Street, 
and  back  about  twenty-five  feet  from  the  pavement  or  property 
line.  In  front  of  the  building,  at  a  wide  entrance,  was  a  plat- 
form reached  from  the  street  level  by  four  or  five  stone  steps  at 
the  sides  and  in  front.  On  each  side  of  the  platform  was  one 
large  window,  admitting  light  to  the  front  of  the  court-room. 

Entering  by  the  door,  a  small  vestibule  was  reached,  with 
baize-covered  doors  on  the  right  and  left,  admitting  to  a 
brick-paved  floor  extending  back  half  the  dej^th,  perhaps,  of 
the  building.  On  each  side  of  this  large  paved  portion  of  the 
room  were  long  seats  set  lengthwise  the  building,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  public  generally,  leaving  an  open  space 
for  convenient  access  to  the  court  and  bar  occupying  the  rear 
one-half,  perhaps,  of  the  building,  and  reached  by  a  rise  of 
one  step  from  the  paved  floor.  This  rear  part  of  the  court- 
room was  floored  with  boards,  and  was  separated  from  the 
brick-paved  part  in  front  by  a  railing  along  the  step  or  rise 
mentioned.  The  bench  was  at  the  rear  of  the  building,  facing 
the  entrance,  with  a  large  window  on  each  side  of  it ;  the  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  sat  in  front,  and  on  the  left  was  the  jury-box, 
a  cumbrous  inclosed  affair,  the  seats  behind  rising  above  those 
in  front.  Parties  and  witnesses  were  admitted  to  seats  to  the 
right  of  the  bench.     The  jury-rooms  were  on  the  second  floor. 

One  striking  feature  of  this  court-house  was  its  "  cupola  " 
and  weather-vane.  The  roof  of  the  building  did  not  ascend 
to  a  sharp  comb  or  crest  at  the  top,  as  did  that  of  tlie  third 
court-house,  hereafter  to  be  shown.  It  went  up  a  distance  on 
each  side  and  thence  the  roof  was  flat,  or  nearly  so,  from  the 
front  of  the  building  to  the  rear  end;  and  often  did  the  boys 
of  the  town,  our  informants  among  them,  obtain  access  to  this 
flat  top  of  the  court-house  as  to  a  stolen  play -ground. 

From  the  level  part  of  the  roof  at  the  front  of  the  build- 
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ing  ascended  the  steeple,  about  as  high  fi'om  the  roof  to  the 
top  as  the  height  of  the  building  itself  from  the  ground,  and 
as  sharply  pointed  as  the  ordinary  church  steeple.  It  was 
supported  by  a  series  of  strong  wooden  pillars  around  its  base, 
within  which  was  the  large  court-house  bell.  On  the  extreme 
top  was  a  metal  arrow  for  a  weather-vane,  and  below  the  arrow 
was  a  round  globe  or  ball  of  tin,  perhaps  two  feet  in  diameter, 
and  gilded.  One  youngster,  fond  of  firing  his  rifle  at  a  target 
set  up  on  the  rear  of  his  father's  property,  nearly  opposite  the 
court-house,  was  impelled  to  turn  his  gun  upon  this  golden 
globe  occasionally,  when  he  thought  he  would  not  be  observed. 
Of  course  he  had  a  mate  in  his  sport.  The  mate  says  that 
when  in  1839  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  building  to 
erect  the  third  court-house  in  its  place,  he  was  an  interested 
observer  of  the  performance  throughout.  The  steeple  was 
entered  from  the  belfry,  and  from  the  inside,  near  the  top, 
openings  were  cut  outward,  through  which  a  strong  cable  was 
passed,  reaching  to  the  street  in  front  on  either  side.  The 
pillars  at  the  base,  extending  down  into  the  building,  were 
then  sawn  into  until  nearly  free,  when,  by  the  two  cables,  the 
steeple  was  pulled  by  many  men  over  into  the  street.  It 
struck,  top  foremost,  upon  the  platform  at  the  fi-ont  door, 
crushing  it,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  the  observers,  the  entire 
steeple  turned  over,  with  the  base  on  the  east  side  of  the 
street.  It  had  been  put  together  in  the  old  way,  not  with 
eightpenny  nails,  but  with  wrought-iron  spikes. 

The  marksman's  mate  was  anxious  to  know  whether  there 
were  any  bullet  holes  in  the  golden  globe  or  not,  and  at  once 
rushed  to  the  top  of  the  steeple  at  the  front  door.  Finding 
the  arrow  first,  he  effectively  appropriated  it,  as  he  thought, 
as  his  own,  but  Mr.  John  L.  Gow,  the  lawyer,  then  the  burgess 
of  the  borough,  captured  him  and  the  arrow  both,  but  released 
him  alone.  Finding  the  globe,  however,  his  gratification  out 
of  the  downfall  of  the  steeple  was  in  seeing  that  the  golden 
globe  had  been  pierced  by  many  bullets. 

So  much  for  the  old  court-house.  But  a  word  as  to  the  old 
bell  that  hung  in  the  base  of  the  old  steeple.     What  became 


JOHN    S.  BllADY, 

Admitted,  1817 ;  Died,  1867. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  in  possession  of  Mr. 

Alexander  Wilson  (1853).] 
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of  it?  Was  it  preserved  and  transferred  to  the  third  court- 
house, of  our  day,  to  call  us  from  refreshment  to  labor  or  to 
hear  a  verdict  awaited  till  the  night-time?  And  was  it  car- 
ried, in  1898  when  the  third  court-house  was  carted  away,  to 
other  uses,  the  calling  together  of  the  school  children  of  South 
Washington?  At  all  events,  in  the  olden  time,  it  brought 
before  Judges  Addison,  and  Eoberts,  and  Baird,  and  Nathaniel 
Ewing,  at  the  beginning  of  his  term,  not  only  lawyers,  jury- 
men, parties,  and  witnesses  to  the  business  of  the  day,  but  its 
tones  were  always  to  be  heard  when  there  were  fires  or  funerals. 
On  the  occasion  of  fires  the  bell-man  rang  the  bell  vigor- 
ously, the  alarm  being  carried  to  the  bucket  brigade  asleep 
even  in  the  town  limits.  And  when  death  came  to  a  family 
and  a  loved  one  was  to  be  carried  to  the  old  burial-place  on 
West  Walnut  Street,  in  sight  of  the  belfry,  some  one  would 
signal  to  the  bell-man  from  a  convenient  point  near  the  family 
residence,  the  moment  the  body  was  borne  from  the  dwelling, 
when  the  bell-man  would  toll  the  bell  in  measured  tones  con- 
tinuously until  the  receipt  of  a  signal  that  the  family  had  left 
the  loved  one  in  the  grave. 

"  Hear  the  loud  alarum  bells — 
Brazen  bells  ! 
What  a  tale  of  terror,  now,  their  turbulency  tells ! 
In  the  startled  ear  of  night. 
How  they  scream  out  their  affright ! 
Too  much  horrified  to  speak, 
They  can  only  shriek,  shriek, 
Out  of  tune. 
In  a  clamorous  appealing  to  the  mercy  of  the  fire  ! 

"  Hear  the  tolling  of  the  bells — 
Iron  bells  ! 
What  a  world  of  solemn  thought  their  monody  compels  !" 

Approaching  the  court-house  in  front,  there  were  a  number 
of  buildings  in  the  parts  of  the  public  square  to  the  north  and 
south  of  it. 
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On  the  south  of  the  building  there  was  first  an  open 
passage  of  about  ten  feet,  left  unused  and  unobstructed,  doubt- 
less to  aiford  light  and  air  to  the  court-room.  Then  there  was 
a  rather  high  one-story  brick  building,  about  thirty-eight  feet 
in  front,  containing  three  public  ofiices;  first,  going  to  the 
south,  the  prothonotary's  office,  then  the  clerk's  office,  then  the 
office  of  the  register  of  wills  and  recorder  of  deeds.  Next 
was  an  alley  about  ten  feet  wide,  used  at  first  as  a  driveway 
from  the  borough  scales  placed  near  the  rear  lot-line  behind 
the  old  jail;  and  to  the  south  of  this  alley  was  a  two-story 
brick  building,  about  thirty-six  feet  in  front,  divided  into 
three  rooms.  The  uses  for  which  the  first  room  was  originally 
intended  are  not  remembered,  but  at  a  later  date  it  was  occu- 
pied by  one  of  the  then  funny  men  of  the  town,  an  Irishman  of 
the  name  of  Jimmy  Brown,  bald-headed  but  red-topped,  as  a 
kind  of  grocery,  selling  fish  and  molasses,  etc.  The  next 
room,  a  large  one,  accommodated  the  county  commissioners 
and  county  treasurer ;  and  the  room  reaching  to  Cherry  Alley, 
except  for  a  very  narrow  outside  stairway  to  the  room  over  it, 
was  occupied  by  Samuel  Surratt,  the  borough  weigh-master. 
Surratt  had  previously  kept  a  tavern  on  the  lot  opposite  where 
the  Washington  Female  Seminary  now  stands,  under  the  sign, 
"  S  S  U  E  R  A  T  T  S I N  N."  He  was  short  in  stature,  weighing 
over  three  hundred  pounds,  and  was  good  to  the  youngster 
who  now  describes  him  to  the  writer.  He  lived  in  the  room 
over  the  weigh-master's  office,  from  which  office  he  toddled 
around  to  the  weigh-scales  to  see  after  a  load  of  coal  or  hay. 
He  died  in  the  upstairs  room,  and  the  youngster  felt  that  it 
was  cruelty  to  his  friend  when,  the  stairway  being  too  narrow 
to  take  the  weigh-master  down  by  the  only  way  he  could  have 
gotten  down  had  he  been  well,  he  saw  him  let  straight  down, 
feet  foremost  in  his  burial-case,  to  be  carried  to  his  last  home. 

The  weigh-scales  of  the  borough  were  reached  by  a  drive- 
way off  Cherry  Alley,  and  the  load  being  weighed  was  carried 
thence  to  Main  Street  by  the  ten-foot  alleyway  heretofore 
mentioned,  to  the  left  of  the  register  and  recorder's  one-story 
office.     At  a  later  day  this  alley  was  closed  by  a  small  fi-ame 
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building  of  one  room,  lower  in  its  roof  than  the  one-story 
building  to  the  right  of  it,  and  the  little  room  thus  made  was 
occupied  by  Alfred  Gault,  another  funny  man,  as  a  watch- 
maker's shop. 

Turning  back,  now,  to  the  north  of  the  court-house,  there 
was  first  another  unused  and  unobstructed  ten-foot  passage- 
way for  light  and  air  to  the  court-room.  Then,  passing  to  the 
north,  there  was  a  frame  building,  perhaps  twenty- five  feet  by 
forty,  containing  the  sheriff's  office,  his  stable  being  back  on 
the  rear  corner  of  the  public  square  and  on  Cherry  Alley. 
Then  there  was  another  ten-foot  passageway,  between  the 
sheriff's  office  and  a  frame  market-house,  that  reached  to  the 
property  line  on  Beau  Street.  All  these  buildings  to  the  right, 
when  facing  the  court-house,  as  well  as  those  to  the  left,  reach- 
ing to  Cherry  Alley,  were  set  back  from  Main  Street  flush  with 
the  front  of  the  court-house. 

The  market-house  was  about  fifty  feet  in  front  on  Main 
Street  by  about  forty  feet  on  Beau  Street,  and  was  of  two 
stories,  so  to  speak.  The  upper  story  was  of  frame,  supported 
all  around  upon  brick  pillars  about  four  feet  square,  and  the 
lower  floor,  thus  open  to  the  weather,  was  paved  with  brick. 
There  was  a  covered  porch  all  along  the  Beau  Street  side,  pro- 
jecting partly  over  the  sidewalk,  and  on  the  Main  Street  side 
the  porch  reached  nearly  to  the  south  corner  in  front,  where 
it  was  met  by  a  stairway  from  the  pavement  below. 

This  upper  floor  was  divided  into  four  large  rooms,  in  one 
of  which  Mr.  Witherow  attended  a  school  taught  by  Stephen 
Woods,  an  old-time  surveyor,  and  at  another  time  by  a  John 
Irwin.  In  1820,  while  thus  attending  school,  he  witnessed 
the  burning  of  the  "Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  Inn,"  directly 
opposite,  kept  by  John  Fleming,  whose  six-year  old  daughter 
was  burned  to  death,  the  fire  breaking  out  during  the  marriage 
of  an  elder  daughter.  And  in  1823  he  was  one  of  the  town- 
boys  who  followed  the  sled  conveying  William  Crawford,  con- 
victed before  Judge  Thomas  H.  Baird  of  the  murder  of  his 
son,  to  execution  on  Gallows  Hill,  south  of  town,  the  second 
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execution  in  the  county ;  and  as  Crawford  was  sitting  on  his 
coiSn  on  the  sled,  coolly  munching  apples,  and  as  the  boys  ran 
past  at  the  beginning  of  the  ascent  of  the  hill  just  at  the  foot 
of  the  town,  he  said  to  them,  "Boys,  you  neednH  run;  there'll 
be  no  fun  till  I  get  there." 

Another  room  on  the  second  floor  of  this  old  market-house 
was  occupied  as  a  chair  factory  by  Isaiah  Steen,  who  owned 
the  property  late  of  Mr.  John  H.  Ewing  on  the  west  side  of 
East  Beau  Street,  half  a  square  from  Main.  On  pleasant  days 
several  amiable  old  fellows  would  keep  Mr.  Steen  in  good  com- 
pany by  sitting  with  him  on  splint-bottomed  chairs  at  such 
points  along  the  old  porch  as  would  be  out  of  the  direct  rays 
of  the  sun;  and  at  a  certain  hoiu'  of  the  day  one  of  them 
would  quietly  pass  a  nudge  along  the  line,  which  they  would 
all  understand,  and  one  by  one  would  rise,  pass  down  the  stair- 
way, and  march  up  street  in  quiet  procession  to  the  old  tavern 
at  the  corner  of  Chestnut  Street,  famous  in  its  day,  to — cut  a 
melon,  or  something.  There  were  some,  indeed  many,  funny 
men  still  living  in  Washington  forty  years  ago;  they  now  are 
all  gone,  with  none  to  take  their  places. 

Behind  this  market-house,  at  a  little  distance  fi-om  it  and 
extending  fi-om  the  property  line  on  Beau  Street  southward 
nearly  or  quite  to  the  north  line  of  the  court-house,  were  the 
outer  walls  of  the  jail,  builded  in  1824.  The  walls  were  per- 
haps fifteen  feet  high,  about  three  feet  thick,  and  of  limestone. 
The  jail  itself  was  inside  these  walls,  with  an  area  open  to  the 
sky  around  it,  except  at  the  end  reaching  to  the  outer  wall  on 
Beau  Street.  It  was  of  two  stories,  with  walls  and  partitions 
of  limestone  four  feet  thick,  and  cells  around  within  it, 
upstairs  and  downstairs.  This  jail  and  its  inclosure  remained 
until  torn  away  for  the  new  jail  in  1867-68. 

Such  was  the  old  second  court-house,  with  its  surround- 
ings, completed,  except  the  jail  referred  to,  in  1794.  In 
the  court-room,  with  the  paved  floor  in  front  of  the  bar 
railing,  were  heard  before  the  court  and  jury,  prior  to  1839, 
the  voices  of  James  Boss,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1784;  Alex- 


JOHN    L.   GOW, 

Admitted,  1825 :  Died,  1S6G. 

[Half-tone  by  Brandon,  from  photograph  presenteil  by  Mrs.  Go 

now  deceased.] 
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ander  Addison,  1787;  Joseph  Pentecost,  1792;  Parker  Camp- 
bell, 1794;  James  Ashbrook,  1798;  Obadiah  Jennings  and 
James  Mountain,  1801;  Thomas  McGiffin,  1807;  Philip  Dod- 
dridge, 1811;  William  Baird,  1812;  T.  McK.  T.  McKennan, 
1814;  John  S.  Brady,  1817;  John  L.  Gow,  1825;  Isaac  Leet 
and  Alexander  Wilson,  1826;  James  Watson,  1831;  Alexander 
W.  Acheson,  1882;  and  William  McKennan,  1837. 

These  men  were  all  distinguished  lawyers  in  their  day, 
really  great  in  legal  learning  and  in  personal  worth  and 
ability.  The  most  of  them  occupied  during  their  lives  posi- 
tions of  prominence  and  importance,  not  only  at  the  bar  of 
this  county,  but  in  the  affairs  of  the  state  and  nation,  in 
periods  of  much  controversy  within  and  without.  They  are 
but  few,  however,  of  the  many  admissions  to  the  bar  of  Wash- 
ington County  prior  to  1840. 


m. 

OUR  JUDICIAL  SYSTEM  AND  EARLY  JUDGES. 

While  it  was  not  intended  to  write  a  detailed  history  of  the 
bench  and  bar  of  Washington  County,  yet  as  we  have  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  what  at  first  was  thought  to  be  impos- 
sible, the  portraits  of  all  the  judges,  learned  in  the  law,  that 
have  ever  presided  over  our  courts,  and  of  many  of  the  early 
and  distinguished  members  of  the  bar,  half-tones  from  which 
are  presented  to  illustrate  this  volume,  a  brief  sketch  of  our 
judicial  system  from  the  beginning  will  here  be  given,  abbre- 
viated from  Crumrine's  History  of  Washington  County,  pp. 
235-255. 

Under  the  first  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  formed  on 
September  28,  1776,  by  a  delegate  convention  of  the  people 
meeting  at  Philadelphia  on  July  15,  1776,  the  executive  power 
of  the  state  was  lodged  in  a  body  called  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council ;  and  Section  30  of  that  constitution  provided  that 
out  of  two  or  more  persons  chosen  for  each  ward,  township,  or 
district,  the  president  in  council  should  "  commissionate  "  one 
as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  each  ward,  township,  or  district, 
to  serve  for  seven  years,  removable  for  misconduct  by  the 
general  assembly.  All  these  justices  of  the  peace  could  sit  as 
judges  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  then  regarded  as  the 
principal  court,  though  only  such  as  were  specially  selected 
and  commissioned  therefor  could  hear  causes  in  the  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  courts. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  electors  of  each  township,  or 

ward  of  a  borough,  were  to  choose  two  or  more  persons  whose 

names  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 

and  from  them  one  was  to  be  selected  by  the  council,  at  its 
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I«AAC    LEET, 

Admitted,  18-^6 ;  Died,  184-1. 
[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hall; 


with  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wilson,  Wti 


1  painting 
hington,  I'a.,  a  daughter.] 
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pleasure,  to  be  commissioned  to  serve  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  township  or  borough,  and  also  to  sit  as  a  judge  of  the 
courts  of  record  for  the  term  of  seven  years ;  but  there  was  no 
provision  requiring  the  person  thus  commissioned  to  be 
learned  in  the  law,  or  to  have  been  educated  specially  for  the 
profession  of  the  law. 

Thus  it  was  that  at  the  spring  election  for  justices  held  in 
1785,  there  were  two  persons  chosen  in  the  township  of  Done- 
gal, Colonel  David  Williamson  and  William  Johnston,  Esq. 
Williamson  had  led  the  frontiersmen  in  the  unfortunate  expe- 
dition against  the  Moravian  Indians  at  Gnadenhutten,  Ohio, 
in  March,  1782,  resulting  in  a  massacre  of  which  this  county 
has  had  to  bear  the  disgrace  for  more  than  a  century. 
William  Johnston,  the  other  nominee,  was  a  man  of  high 
character,  who  had  already  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
in  other  public  positions;  and  in  this  election  Colonel  Wil- 
liamson received  forty-two  votes  and  Mr.  Johnston  but  twenty- 
six.  It  then  became  the  duty  of  Thomas  Scott,  the  pro- 
thonotary  and  clerk  of  the  courts,  to  transmit  the  result  of  the 
election  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  which  he  did  in  a 
letter,  the  original  draft  of  which  was  as  follows,  the  words 
first  used  but  erased  being  left  in  [  ]  : 

"Washington,  July  11,  1785. 
"Dear  Sir: 

"Inclosed  is  a  warrant  for  holding  an  Election  for  Justices 
of  the  peace  in  the  [district  of  the]  township  of  Donigall,  and 
a  Return  thereupon. 

"  I  wish  through  you  to  inform  council  that  the  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson Elected,  is  the  same  Col.  Williamson  who  [killed] 
Slaughtered  the  Moravian  Indians.  If  this  deed  may  be 
thought  a  defect  in  his  Character  (which  many  of  us  think), 
it  is  not  the  only  one;  nor  can  I  easily  paint  him  better  than 
[in  the  following  familiar  and  homely  phrases,  to  wit,]  by 
just  telling  council  that  he  is  a  foolish  [gawky]  Impertinent 
&  Insolent  Boy,  totally  void  of  all  the  nesessary  qualifications 
for  so  important  a  trust. 

"  Although  the   [foregoing]  is  my  own  settled  opinion  of 
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the  man,  [yet]  I  have  not  wrote  it  [Intirely]  of  my  own  mere 
notion ;  it  has  been  Injoined  on  me  officially  by  many  of  the 
better  people  of  the  county. 

"  The  other  Gentleman  Elected  is  personally  unknown  to 
me;  but  from  Good  Information  I  have  it,  that  he  mintains 
the  Character  of  an  honest,  Judicious  and  sensible  man. 
"  I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
"  With  Great  Respect, 

"  Sir,  your  very  Hum.  Servt. 

"  Thos.  Scott. 
"  John  Aemstrong,  Jun.  Esq. 
"  Secretary." 

This  letter,  never  before  printed  except  in  an  address  at 
the  Monongahela  City  Centennial,  November  15,  1892,  pub- 
lished in  1895,  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Thomas  Scott,  our 
first  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  courts,  and  was  found  of  late 
years  in  the  following  manner:  In  the  earliest  dockets  in  the 
prothonotary' s  and  clerk's  offices  was  occasionally  seen  a 
brief  entry  with  reference  to  a  record  paper,  "  In  Noah's  Ark." 
What  did  this  mean?  was  a  question  asked  again  and  again, 
when  the  papers  could  not  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  case 
with  which  the  entry  appeared  on  the  docket.  But  it  was 
answered  at  a  later  date,  when  in  a  large  under-drawer  or  case 
was  found  a  lot  of  miscellaneous  papers,  some  of  which  were 
indorsed,  "  For  Noah's  Ark."  The  letter  above  copied  is  out 
of  Noah's  Ark. 

It  thus  appears  that  Colonel  Williamson,  although  popular 
with  the  mass  of  the  people,  did  not  become  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  a  judge  of  our  courts,  for  his  competitor  received 
the  commission;  yet  at  a  later  day  he  regained  his  influence 
with  the  public  generally,  and  in  1787,  and  again  in  1789,  he 
was  appointed  and  duly  commissioned  as  the  high  sheriff  of 
Washington  County. 

Under  the  constitution  of  1776,  with  the  judicial  system 
referred  to,  our  president  judges  were  as  follows,  in  the  order 
of  their  selection: 


ALEXANDER    WILSON, 

Admitted,  1826  :  Died,  184ii. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograpli  with  Mr.  D.  S. 

Wilson,  from  ivorytype.] 
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Henry  Taylor,'  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Dorsey  Pentecost,  commissioned  October  31,  1783. 
Henry  Taylor,'  commissioned  September  30,  1788. 

1351121 

COLONEL    HENRY    TATLOE. 

This  Henry  Taylor,  who  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
president  judge  of  our  courts,  had  come  from  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  about  1769  or  1770,  to  the  "  Kich  Hills,"  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  northeast  of  Washington,  where  two 
great-grandsons,  George  F.  and  John  E.  Taylor  (sons  of 
Matthew),  now  reside.  Late  in  life  he  built  the  brick  house 
on  an  adjoining  property  (owned  afterward  by  Wilson  Mc- 
Lane,  later  by  George  Munce),  where  he  lived  till  his  death, 
on  October  8,  1801,  sixty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children:  Matthew,  Henry,  George,  John, 
James,  Joseph,  Jane  (married  a  Dagg),  Mary  (married  a 
Patton),  and  Eliza  (married  a  Dr.  Layton).  By  his  son 
Matthew  he  was  the  grandfather  of  Matthew,  who  died  lately  on 
the  old  homestead,  now  occupied  by  his  two  sons  above  named, 
and  of  William  H.  Taylor,  deceased,  of  Washington,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Hon.  James  Franklin  Taylor,  now  the  additional  law 
judge  of  our  county,  a  son  of  William  H.  Taylor,  is  therefore  a 
great-grandson  of  Hon.  Henry  Taylor,  who  was  known  also  as 
Colonel  Henry  Taylor,  from  his  connection  with  the  county  mi- 
litia, which  meant  something  in  his  day.  On  Api'il  19,  1793, 
the  year  of  Wayne's  expedition  against  the  western  Indians, 
Colonel  Taylor  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Mifflin  "Brig- 
adier-General of  the  Brigade  composed  of  the  militia  of  the 
County  of  Washington,  other  than  the  townships  of  Greene, 
Cumberland,  Morgan,  Franklin  and  East  Bethlehem,"  these 
townships,  except  the  last  named,  being  in  what  is  now  Greene 
County,  cut  off  from  Washington  County,  as  we  shall  see,  in 
1796. 

Henry  Taylor  and  Dorsey  Pentecost  made,  of  themselves, 
much  of  the  early  history  of  Washington  County. 

'  See  foot-note  to  the  sketch  of  Hon.  Alexander  Addison,  post. 
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COLONEL   DOESEY   PENTECOST. 

Dorsey  Pentecost,  known  also  as  Colonel  Dorsey  Pentecost, 
was  from  Virginia,  it  is  thought,  and  settled  in  the  "Forks  of 
the  Tough,"  in  what  is  now  Kostraver  Township,  Westmore- 
land County.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Cumberland 
County  in  1770,  of  Bedford  County  in  1771,  though  not  for 
Westmoreland  County  when  erected  out  of  the  same  lands  in 
1773.  When  the  Boundary  Controversy  between  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia  was  on,  he  was  from  the  first  to  the  last  a 
partisan  of  Virginia.  In  1777  he  removed  from  the  Youghio- 
gheny  region  to  the  eastern  branch  of  Chartiers  Creek,  pur- 
chasing from  Paul  Frohman  a  tract  of  about  1,400  acres  near 
Linden,  in  North  Strabane  Township,  near  which,  probably 
adjoining,  he  soon  purchased  other  lands,  of  which  those  now 
or  lately  owned  by  the  McClelland  brothers  formed  a  part.  In 
this  locality  he  lived  till  his  death  in  1802. 

At  the  first  general  election  for  Washington  County  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  took 
his  seat  November  19,  1781,  and  on  October  31,  1783,  he  was 
appointed  president  judge  of  our  courts,  being  the  first  com- 
missioned specially  for  that  office;  Henry  Taylor,  his  prede- 
cessor, being  presiding  judge  by  reason  of  being  the  first 
named  in  the  general  commission. 

In  1785,  without  doubt  because  of  extensive  land  specula- 
tions and  a  miserable  currency,  he  had  become  seriously 
involved,  and  having  made  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
his  lands,  he  went  into  Frederick  County,  Virginia,  and  while 
there,  on  November  29,  1786,  he  was  suspended  fi'om  his 
office  as  president  judge,  and  the  courts  remained  as  consti- 
tuted prior  to  his  appointment  until  September  30,  1788,  when 
Henry  Taylor  was  commissioned  specially  as  president  judge: 
Crumrine's  History,  240. 

Dorsey  Pentecost  left  surviving  him  his  widow  Catharine 
(Beelor)    and  three   sons:     Joseph,    a  distinguished  lawyer 


JAMES    WATSON, 

Admitted,  1831 ;  Died,  1875. 

[Hiilf-tonu  by  Bnigdou,  from  steel-plate  print  with  Mrs.  A.  G. 

Hopper,  a  daughter.] 
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of  the  early  Washington  bar,  admitted  in  1792;  Dorsey, 
grandfather  of  A.  J.  Pentecost,  auctioneer,  Allegheny  City, 
and  George  W.,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died 
unmarried,  and  five  daughters:  Margaret,  married  Ashley, 
Virginia;  Catharine,  married  first,  Eabb,  Union  town;  second, 
Vance,  Uniontown;  Sarah,  married  Ezekiel  Graham,  Cincin- 
nati ;  Lucy,  married  James  Ashbrook,  of  the  early  Washing- 
ton bar,  admitted  in  1798,  and  Bebecca,  married  Mordecai 
Hoge,  of  Steubenville. 

The  only  representatives  of  Dorsey  Pentecost  now  in 
Washington  County  are  in  the  family  of  George  Pentecost, 
son  of  Joseph,  and  now  deceased,  of  West  Middletown,  who 
left  three  children:  Joseph  H.,  who  died  on  March  26,  1865, 
of  wounds  received  the  day  before  in  an  assault  upon  Fort 
Steadman,  near  Petersburg,  Vii'ginia,  being  then  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  commanding  the  One  Hundredth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  known  as  the  "Roundheads;"  Clarissa, 
wife  of  Rev.  William  S.  Eagleson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
Thomas  M.,  living  at  West  Middletown  to-day.' 

Our  second  constitution,  adopted  in  convention  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  1790,  made  quite  a  radical  change  in  our  judicial 
system,  the  nature  of  which  was  as  follows: 

By  Article  V.,  Section  II.,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  of  the  several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  should 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  and  were  remov- 
able by  the  governor  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each 
branch  of  the  legislature,  then  consisting  of  a  Senate  and 
a  House  of  Representatives,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
being  abolished. 

For  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  now  became  the 

'  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  data  for  the  biographical  and 
genealogical  notes  in  this  volume  were  sought  for  and  obtained  from 
written  or  printed  records,  or,  in  the  absence  of  such  records,  from  de- 
scendants of  the  particular  individuals,  and  in  many  instances  from  both 
sources.  No  one  should  need  to  be  told  of  the  difficulties  to  secure  abso- 
lute accuracy  after  a  century  has  elapsed;  but  all  will  kindly  assume 
that  no  effort  has  been  spared  in  that  direction. 
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principal  court,  by  Section  IV.  the  governor  was  to  appoint 
in  each  county  "  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  four " 
judges,  who  during  their  continuance  in  office  should  reside 
in  such  county.  The  state  was  to  be  divided  by  law  into 
circuits  or  districts,  none  to  include  "more  than  six  nor 
fewer  than  three"  counties;  and  there  was  to  be  appointed 
a  president  of  the  courts  in  each  district,  who  during  his 
continuance  in  office  should  reside  therein.  "  The  president 
and  judges,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  shall  com- 
pose the  respective  Courts  of  Common  Pleas."' 

By  Section  YII.  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  each  county,  any  two  of  whom  should  be  a  quorum, 
should  compose  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
and  the  Orphans'  Court  thereof,  and  the  register  of  wills, 
together  with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  should 
compose  the  Register's  Court  of  each  county. 

Of  justices  of  the  peace,  now  no  longer  members  of  the 
county  court,  by  Section  X.  the  governor  was  to  appoint 
a  competent  number  "  in  such  convenient  districts  in  each 
county  as  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  law."  These  were 
to  be  commissioned  during  good  behavior,  but  were  remov- 
able on  conviction  of  misdemeanor  in  office,  or  of  any  in- 
famous crime,  or  on  the  address  of  both  houses  of  the 
legislature. 

In  the  selection  of  sheriffs  and  coroners  there  was  no  sub- 
stantial change.  Two  persons  for  each  office  were  chosen  by 
the  electors,  and  but  one  (and  either)  was  commissioned  to 
serve  for  three  years.  The  sheriff  could  not  be  twice  chosen 
in  six  years.  The  prothonotary  and  clerk  (one  person  might 
hold  these  offices)  was  appointed  and  commissioned  as  hereto- 
fore by  the  Governor:  See  3  Dall.  L.  xxii.;  4  Carey  &  B. 
xix. ;  3  Sm.  L.  xxxv. 

Preparatory  for  the  reorganization  of  the  judicial  system 
under  the   foregoing    constitution,  the   general  assembly  on 

'  For  the  character  of  these  early  courts  see  3  McMasters'  History 
of  the  People  of  the  United  States,  153. 


WILLIAM    McKENNAN, 

Admitted,  1837 ;  Died,  1893. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragrlon,  from  steel-plate  print  in  Crumrine's 

"History  of  Washington  County,"  1882.] 
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April  13,  1791,  passed  an  act  dividing  the  state  into  five  cir- 
cuits or  judicial  districts:  The  First,  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks, 
Montgomery,  and  Delaware  counties;  the  Second,  of  Chester, 
Lancaster,  York,  and  Dauphin  counties;  the  Third,  of  Berks, 
Northampton,  Luzerne,  and  Northumberland  counties;  the 
Fourth,  of  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Bedford,  Huntington,  and 
Mifflin  counties;  and  the  Fifth,  of  Westmoreland,  Fayette, 
Washington,  and  Allegheny  counties:  3  Dall.  L.  92;  4  Carey 
&B.  59;  8  Sm.  L.  28. 

At  this  date,  and  until  the  act  of  February  9,  1796,  3  Sm. 
L.  262,  Washington  County  included  the  whole  of  Greene 
County,  but  in  1788  a  part  of  Washington  County  on  the 
north  had  been  taken  to  form  Allegheny  County:  See  acts  of 
September  24,  1788,  2  Sm.  L.  448,  and  of  September  17,  1789, 
2  Sm.  L.  492.  Another  part  of  Washington  County  on  the 
north  was  taken  to  form  a  part  of  Beaver  County,  by  the  act 
of  March  12,  1800:  4  Dall.  L.  583;  6  Carey  &  B.  115;  3 
Sm.  L.  421. 

Section  IIL  of  the  act  of  April  13,  1791,  referred  to,  pro- 
vided that  in  and  for  each  of  the  said  districts  or  circuits,  a 
"  person  of  knowledge  and  integrity,  skilled  in  the  laws,  shall 
be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor  to  be  the 
President  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  within 
such  district,"  and  for  the  appointment  and  commissioning  of 
a  number  of  "  other  proper  persons,  not  fewer  than  three  nor 
more  than  four,"  as  judges,  whose  terms  of  office  should  begin 
on  September  1,  1791. 

HON.    ALEXANDER    ADDISON. 

The  first  president  judge  appointed  for  the  Fifth  District 
under  this  Constitution  and  the  act  of  Assembly  referred  to, 
was  Alexander  Addison,  whose  commission  bears  date  August 
22,  1791,  and  who  served  until  succeeded  by  Samuel  Roberts 
in  1803.  His  associate  judges  during  his  term  were  Henry 
Taylor,  James  Edgar,  James  Allison,  and  Matthew  Ritchie, 
commissioned  August  17,  1791;  William  Hoge,  commissioned 
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April  6,  1798;  and  John  McDowell,  commissioned  April  7, 
1802. 

Hon.  Alexander  Addison  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  proba- 
bly of  English  descent;  born  in  1759,  educated  at  Aberdeen 
University,  and  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Aber- 
lour.  Emigrating  to  Pennsylvania  in  1785  and  coming  directly 
to  Washington  County,  he  was  taken  with  "some  limitation" 
under  the  care  of  the  Redstone  Presbytery,  on  December  20, 
1785,  and  permission  given  him  to  preach  within  its  bounds. 

Whatever  of  this  distinguished  judge's  early  life  was  made 
known  to  our  people  here  at  the  time  he  came  among  them 
more  than  a  century  ago,  it  had  all  been  forgotten,  apparently, 
at  least,  even  among  the  few  descendants  from  him  still  to  be 
found.  Since  the  foregoing  paragraph  was  written,  however, 
interesting  details  of  his  earlier  history  have  been  obtained 
from  his  early  home  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Anderson,  librarian  of  Aberdeen  University,  and 
author  of  a  History  of  Marischal  College,  wrote  of  date  Sep- 
tember 9,  1901:  "Alexander,  son  of  James  Addison,  Keith, 
entered  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  in  1773,  and  graduated 
M.  A.  in  1777." 

This  led  to  a  correspondence  with  Kev.  Stephen  Eee, 
minister  of  Boharm,  Keith,  who  gave  the  details  following, 
transferred  to  these  pages  in  his  own  language  : 

"Alexander  Addison  was  appointed  schoolmaster  of  the 
parish  of  Aberlour,  Banffshire,  at  Martinmas,  1775.  He  was 
a  native  of  the  parish  of  Keith,  Banffshire,  being  the  son  of 
James  Addison  there ;  had  already  completed  two  years  of 
attendance  at  Marischal  College  and  University,  Aberdeen  ; 
he  continued  his  attendance  at  the  University,  providing  a 
substitute  to  teach  at  the  school  of  Aberlour  during  the  winter 
sessions,  1775-76  and  1776-77,  and  took  the  degree  of  M.  A. 
in  1777  (Anderson's  Fasti  Academiae  Mariscallanse,  ii.,  345). 
He  studied  divinity  and  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Aberlour  on  4th  September,  1781,  and  on  16th 
September  of  the  same  year  he  became  assistant  to  the  Eev. 


ALEXANDER    ADDISON, 

Admitted,  1787  ;  Died,  1807. 

President  Judge,  1791-1803. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  of  silhouette,  presented 

to  the  Washington  Bar  Association  by  Miss  Eliza  A. 

Darlington,  granddaughter.] 
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James  Ogilvie,  minister  of  the  parish  of  Rothes.  Rothes  was 
a  parish  in  the  same  presbytery,  and  distant  only  about  six 
miles  fi'om  Aberlour  ;  and  he  was  thus  able  to  continue  his 
duties  as  schoolmaster  of  Aberlour  on  the  week  days,  while 
conducting  public  worship  at  Rothes  on  the  Sundays.  In  the 
Session  Record  of  Rothes  there  is  this  note:  '13  March,  1785. 
Preached  Mr.  Alexander  Addison  for  the  last  time,  he  being 
to  go  to  America  soon.'  He  acted  as  clerk  to  the  Presbytery 
of  Aberlour  from  May,  1778,  to  the  7th  December,  1784,  on 
which  latter  date  it  is  recorded  that  '  Mr.  Alexander  Addison 
signified  that,  as  he  was  about  to  leave  the  country  soon,  be 
could  not  serve  them  any  longer  as  clerk,  and  craved  extract 
of  license  and  also  certificate  of  moral  character  during  his 
residence  within  the  bounds  of  this  presbytery  ;  which  the 
presbytery  agreed  to.'  He  demitted  his  office  of  schoolmaster 
of  Aberlour  in  March,  1785.  (Records  of  Presbytery  of 
Aberlour,  and  of  Sessions  of  Aberlour  and  Rothes). 

"  Rev.  John  Grant,  minister  of  Dundorcas  in  the  Presby- 
tery of  Aberlour  from  28th  Sept.,  1758,  to  June,  1783  (when 
the  parish  of  Dundorcas  was  suppressed  and  divided  between 
the  parishes  of  Boharm  and  Rothes);  of  Boharm  in  the  Presby- 
tery of  Aberlour,  from  June,  1788,  to  14th  October,  1788; 
and  of  Elgin  in  the  Presbytery  of  Elgin  from  the  14th  Octo- 
ber, 1788,  to  his  death  on  22nd  October,  1814.  He  married 
11th  February,  1760,  Anna,  second  daughter  of  Lewis  Grant 
of  Wester  Elchies,  Morayshire,  and  by  her,  who  died  20th 
April,  1764,  he  had  two  daughters — Anna,  born  1  August, 
1762;  Jean,  born  24  July,  1763." 

In  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ree,  of  date  "  Boharm  Manse, 
Keith,  7  October,  1901,"  accompanying  the  foregoing,  he 
writes  further  : 

"  I  do  not  know  which  of  the  two  daughters  of  Rev.  John 
Grant  was  the  judge's  wife  ;  but  I  have  added  a  note  regard- 
ing him,  which  may  not  be  uninteresting  as  giving  the  dates 
of  their  birth. 

"I  am  sorry  that  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
Judge's    father,   James    Addison.     The    name    Addison    still 
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occurs  in  the  parish  of  Keith,  but  I  have  never  heard  that 
they  were  related  to  the  Judge." 

Now,  for  Judge  Addison's  history  as  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter in  Washington  County. 

In  the  record  of  the  Eleventh  Meeting  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Eedstone,  at  Pigeon  Creek,  on  December  20,  1785,  is  the 
following  entry: 

"Mr.  Alexander  Addison,  a  candidate  from  the  Presbytery 
of  Aberlour,  in  Scotland,  having  produced  a  copy  of  his  licen- 
sure, and  a  certificate  of  his  good  deportment  from  said  Pres- 
bytery, and  having  also  applied  to  this  Presbytery  to  be  taken 
under  our  care,  the  Presbytery  proceeded  to  make  some 
inquiries  of  him,  in  order  to  their  having  clearness  for  said 
purpose;  but  after  conversing  with  him  at  some  length,  did 
not  obtain  the  satisfaction  desired,  and,  therefore,  cannot  agree 
to  receive  him  as  a  candidate  under  their  care,  without  some 
limitation;  yet,  as  some  things  appear  very  agreeable  in  Mr. 
Addison,  they  are  not  without  hopes  of  obtaining  such  satis- 
faction, and  therefore  permit  him  to  preach  in  our  bounds 
until  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery.  Application  was  made 
from  the  town  of  Washington  for  the  stated  labors  of  Mr. 
Addison  until  our  next  meeting,  and  also  for  a  member  to 
moderate  in  drawing  up  a  call  for  him.  The  Presbytery  agree 
that  Mr.  Addison's  labors  be  allowed  statedly,  until  our  next 
meeting,  to  the  town  of  Washington ;  but  as  the  moderating, 
in  drawing  up  a  call,  does  not  consist  with  a  minute  of  the 
Synod  on  this  subject,  we  cannot  at  present  make  the  appoint- 
ment." 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  at  Kehoboth,  on 
April  18,  1786,  the  following  entry  was  made  in  its  records: 

"  Upon  a  new  application  of  the  town  of  Washington,  the 
Presbytery  agree  that  Mr.  Addison  continue  to  preach  until 
the  meeting  of  Synod.'" 

'  It  was  at  this  same  meeting  that  Colonel  Henry  Taylor,  ante,  p.  35, 
who  on  April  13,  1784,  had  brought  up  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the 
session  of  the  Chartiers  congregation,  "with  respect  to  his  having  and 
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For  the  records  of  the  Presbytery  of  Redstone,  from  which 
the  foregoing  extracts  are  made,  see  Smith's  Old  Redstone, 
339,  340,  341. 

Discouraged,  perhaps,  by  the  strictness  of  the  orthodoxy 
of  Old  Redstone  Presbytery,  Mr.  Addison  turned  his  attention 
to  the  law,  and,  registering  with  Mr.  David  Redick,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Washington  County  in  March,  1787. 
It  has  been  said  that  he  settled  at  Pittsburg,  but  advertise- 
ments and  correspondence  in  the  Western  Telegraphe,  in  the 
winter  of  1795-96,  show  that  he  then  resided  in  AVashington. 
He  doubtless  resided  in  Washington  much  earlier,  perhaps 
from  the  time  he  reached  Western  Pennsylvania;  foi-,  on 
November  18,  1790,  he  received  title  to  lot  No.  14  in  the  addi- 
tional town,  being  the  lot  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main 
Street  and  Hazel  Alley,  where  the  new  station  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  now  stands,  with  an  out-lot  of  7| 
acres,  made  up  of  what  is  now  a  part  of  the  Trinity  Hall 
grounds  and  a  part  of  the  land  of  the  estate  of  James  W. 
Kuntz,  deceased,  opposite  thereto,  the  parcel  acquired  by 
Judge  Addison  being  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  of  the  present 
highway  to  the  Washington  Cemetery. 

As  shown  by  his  charges  to  grand  juries,  contained  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  volume  entitled  "Addison's  Reports,"  pub- 
lished in  the  year  1800,  he  stood  out  bravely  on  the  side  of 
law  and  order  during  the  troublous  times  of  and  succeeding 
the  Whiskey  Insurrection.  In  that  controversy  bitter  partisan 
animosities  were  aroused,  and  at  a  later  date  his  political 
opponents  caused  him  to  be  impeached  before  the  Senate  of 
Pennsylvania,  upon  charges  based  upon  a  trivial  matter  relat- 
ing to  the  conduct  of  the  trial  of  a  civil  cause  before  a  jury ; 
and  the  sentence  of  the  Senate  removing  him  from  his  office 
as  president  judge  and  disqualifying  him  forever  to  hold  and 

encouraging  a  promiscuous  dance  at  his  house,"  was  admonished,  and  it 
was  ordered  "  that  this  judgment  be  read  before  the  congregation  of  Char- 
tiers.  To  this  judgment  Mr.  Taylor  submitted,  and  was  admonished 
accordingly." 
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exercise  that  office  in  any  court  of  law  within  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  was  passed  on  January  27,  1803.  A 
full  report  of  this  impeachment  trial  was  published  in  1803; 
and  for  an  admirable  sketch  of  what  was  known  at  the  time 
thereof  of  Judge  Addison's  history,  and  a  full  discussion  of 
his  impeachment,  see  the  address  of  ex-Chief  Justice  Daniel 
Agnew,  published  in  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  Washing- 
ton County  in  1881,  p.  49.  He  did  not  long  survive  the 
shameful  injustice  of  his  trial  before  the  Senate,  dying  at 
Pittsburg,  where  he  then  resided,  on  November  24,  1807.' 

His  will,  dated  October  18,  1807,  a  model  in  its  concise- 
ness, was  as  follows: 

"  I,  Alexander  Addison,  of  Pittsburg,  do  hereby  make  my 
last  will  and  testament. 

"  All  my  estate,  real  and  personal,  I  hereby  give  and  devise 
(after  payment  of  my  debts)  to  my  wife  Jean,  her  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  and  I  make  her  my  executrix. 

"  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal, 
this  eighteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

"Witness,  " Alexandek  Addison  (Seal)." 

"  James  Koss." 

This  will,  upon  the  oath  of  Hon.  James  Ross  and  that  of 
James  Price,  of  Washington,  was  duly  admitted  to  probate  in 
the  office  of  the  register  of  wills  for  Allegheny  County,  and 
letters  testamentary  granted  to  the  executrix,  on  November 
26,  1807,  the  will  being  recorded  in  Will  Book  No.  3,  p.  517. 

An  inventory  of  the  estate  was  filed  by  "Mrs.  Jean  Addi- 
son, Ex'x,"  on  December  23,  1807.  All  the  personal  estate  of 
the  judge,  including  cash,  bank  stock,  household  goods,  law 
library  and  historical  and  literary  works,  all  itemized,  was 
appraised  by  John  Wilkins,  Jr.,  and  John  Woods,  of  the 
"Borough  of  Pittsburg,"  and  aggregated  |5,333.37.  No 
account  in  full  settlement  of  the  estate  seems  to  have  ever 
been  filed. 

'  See  "  Judge-Breaking  in  Pennsylvania,"  3  McMasters'  History  of  the 
People  of  the  United  States,  154. 
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The  remains  of  Judge  Addison  were  interred  in  the 
churchyard  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  on  Wood  Street, 
near  Sixth  Avenue,  Pittsburg,  and  on  the  tombstone  which 
marked  his  grave  was  placed  the  following  inscription,  pre- 
pared by  Hon.  James  Eoss: 

"  In  memory  of  Alexander  Addison,  who  died  on  the  24th 
day  of  November,  1807.  In  this  great  and  good  man,  promi- 
nent powers  of  mind  were  happily  united  with  the  most  pre- 
cious attainments  of  science;  an  accomplished  classic  scholar, 
profoundly  skilled  in  jurisprudence,  combining  purity  of  taste 
with  the  cogency  of  reason.  His  talents  as  an  author,  an  advo- 
cate, and  a  judge  were  universally  admired  and  revered.  In 
the  latter  character,  which  he  sustained  for  twelve  years,  he 
was  a  luminous  expositor  of  the  law,  prompt,  correct,  impar- 
tial, and  decisive;  in  dispatch  of  business  never  surpassed, 
and  from  his  judgments  there  never  was  an  appeal.  These 
splendid  ornaments  of  the  mind  were  accompanied  by  a  heart 
without  disguise,  constant  and  ardent  in  its  friendships,  and 
generous  to  the  full  measure  of  its  means.  Beneficent  and 
charitable  to  the  unfortunates,  ever  ready  without  reward  to 
defend  the  oppressed,  a  tender  husband  and  an  affectionate 
father,  he  left  a  widow  and  eight  children  to  mourn  over  his 
premature  grave." 

Beside  the  Judge's  remains  were  placed  those  of  his  wife, 
Jean,  when  she  died  on  February  13,  1820,  and  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Mary  Fitzhugh,  who  died  on  April  16,  1822.  On 
October  24,  1901,  after  almost  a  century  had  passed,  these 
three  graves  were  opened,  the  writer  being  present,  and  all 
that  was  left  of  their  sacred  contents  was  removed  to  the 
Allegheny  Cemetery. 

After  Judge  Addison's  death,  his  widow,  Jean,  and  such 
.of  his  six  sons  and  four  daughters  as  survived  him,  came  back 
to  Washington  for  the  education  of  the  children  in  our  schools 
and  college,  even  then  of  a  superior  character,  and  they  resided 
upon  the  lot  adjoining  on  the  west  that  of  the  late  C.  M.  Eeed, 
St.,  on  the  north  side  of  East  Maiden  Street,  east  of  College. 
Of  the  sons,  John  and  James,  and  perhaps  another,  died  be- 
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fore  the  Judge,  and  Francis,  born  February  7,  1807,  died  in 
infancy.  Alexander,  a  brilliant  young  man,  graduated  from 
Washington  College  in  1815,  studied  law  with  Hon.  T.  McK. 
T.  McKennan,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Washington  bar  in 
December,  1820,  the  year  of  his  mother's  death,  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1822,  he  died  from  injuries  received  from  a  falling 
chimney  in  the  burning  of  his  preceptor's  law  office,  a  two- 
story  structure  adjoining  the  family  residence  of  Mr.  McKen- 
nan, on  the  south  side  of  East  Maiden  Street,  not  far  from 
Main ;  William,  born  December  28, 1801,  graduated  from  Wash- 
ington College  in  1818,  studied  medicine  in  Paris,  France, 
practiced  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  on  March  26, 
1862,  leaving  a  number  of  children.  Of  the  four  daughters, 
Elizabeth  married  Dr.  Peter  Mowry,  and  was  the  mother  of 
four  sons,  none  of  whom  survived  her  death  in  1871;  Mary 
married  Samuel  Hughes  Fitzhugh,  and  left  one  son  who  settled 
at  Rochester,  New  York;  Jane  (or  Jean)  married  first  Alex- 
ander Johnston,  second  Benjamin  Darlington,  by  whom  she 
left  three  children:  Benjamin,  once  postmaster  at  Pittsburg; 
Eliza  A.,  who  never  married,  residing  at  No.  233  South  Neg- 
ley  Avenue,  Pittsburg,  and  Anne,  who  died  in  1855. 

THE    CIRCUIT    COUET. 

By  early  statutes  of  Pennsylvania  (see  1  Sm.  L.  131,  and 
note),  especially  the  act  of  May  20,  1767  (1  Sm.  L.  274),  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  "  enjoined  to  go  the  cir- 
cuit" twice  in  each  year  to  hold  courts  of  nisi  prius  at  such 
times  as  they  should  appoint;  and  provision  was  made  for  de- 
fraying their  expenses  when  on  the  circuit,  and  for  their  pass- 
ing all  ferries,  with  their  attendants,  fi'ee  of  toll.  This  act 
was  followed,  after  the  Kevolution,  by  the  act  of  September 
25,  1786  (2  Sm.  L.  391),  which  gave  to  the  Supreme  Court 
original  jurisdiction  in  certain  causes  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia; and  by  the  act  of  March  27,  1789  (2  Sm.  L.  483), 
courts  of  nisi  prius  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia  were  estab- 
lished.     Then  by  the  act  of  March  20,  1799  (5  Carey  &  B. 
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394,  and  see  note  to  1  Sm.  L.  147),  during  the  time  of  Judge 
Addison  as  president  judge,  a  court  styled  tbe  Circuit  Court 
was  required  to  be  held  by  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
one  or  more  of  them,  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  state,  ex- 
cept the  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  terms  to  be  held  in  March 
and  December  in  each  year  (see  Chambers  v.  Carson,  2  Whart. 
369).  This  court  had  power  to  issue  remedial  writs  gener- 
ally, with  certain  exceptions,  and  writs  of  error  and  appeals 
lay  from  its  judgments  and  decrees  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
While  this  act  was  in  force,  for  it  was  repealed  prior  to  1810, 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  one  or  more  of  them,  sat  as 
a  Circuit  Court  at  Washington,  and  the  dockets  and  records  of 
its  proceedings  are  to  be  found  in  our  prothonotary's  office. 

In  this  court  was  heard  the  celebrated  case  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Ledley  Birch  against  Rev.  John  McMillan.  The  case  was 
first  brought  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  No.  41  Novem- 
ber term,  1802,  but  was  transferred  to  the  Circuit  Court  at 
No.  8  September  term,  1803,  and  on  October  24,  1804,  was 
tried  at  Washington,  before  Justices  Yeates  and  Smith,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  state.  On  the  trial,  James  Mountain,  of 
Pittsburg,  and  Joseph  Pentecost  and  Cunningham  Semple,  of 
Washington,  were  concerned  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defend- 
ant was  represented  by  Parker  Campbell  and  James  Allison, 
of  Washington,  and  James  Ross  and  Alexander  Addison,  of 
Pittsburg,  the  latter  again  at  the  bar. 

The  reverend  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  damages  for  an 
alleged  slanderous  charge  said  to  have  been  made  by  the 
reverend  defendant,  in  open  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Ohio,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  that  the  reverend  plain- 
tiff was  a  "liar,  a  drunkard,  and  a  preacher  of  the  devil."  Tbe 
record  of  this  case  as  tried  in  the  court  below,  testimony  and 
all,  is  before  the  writer.  The  testimony  would  not  be  un- 
interesting, as  indicating  fully  some  of  the  "habits"  of  the 
good  people  of  that  early  day. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars  damages  and  six  cents  costs.     The  case 
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was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  on  a  writ  of  error,  and  was 
argued  in  that  court  on  September  8,  1806,  when  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Circuit  Court  was  reversed,  Tilghman,  C.  J.,  de- 
livering the  opinion,  on  the  ground  that  the  alleged  slander- 
ous words  when  spoken  in  a  duly  authorized  hearing  before 
the  presbytery,  were  privileged  and  not  actionable,  unless 
spoken  with  actual  malice  toward  the  plaintiff.  The  case  is 
reported  as  McMillan  v.  Birch,  1  Binn.  178,  and  is  a  leading 
authority  upon  the  principle  of  privileged  communications  in 
actions  for  libel  and  slander. 

The  record  of  the  case  on  p.  154  of  the  Circuit  Court 
docket  shows  that  after  the  reversal  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  Circuit  Court,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mountain,  awarded  a 
venire  de  novo  but  on  September  27,  1808,  when  the  case 
was  ready  for  a  second  trial,  it  was  "  discontinued  by  PIff,  on 
the  Defendant's  paying  all  the  docket  costs,  and  the  Plaintiff's 
receiving  three  hundred  dollars  in  full  of  his  Bill,  and  the  at- 
tendance of  his  witnesses,  under  the  recommendation  of  the 
court  per  writing  filed  with  the  papers."  The  docket  costs 
taxed  on  the  record  (including  the  costs  in  the  Supreme 
Court)  were  $138.69.  Then  follows  this  entry:  "The  above 
three  hundred  dollars  have  been  received  from  the  Rev.  John 
McMillan."  The  next  entry  is,  "I  have  agreed  to  give  Fifty 
dollars,  part  of  my  costs,  to  the  Bev.  John  McMillan,  which  is 
to  be  credited  on  payment  of  the  above  costs  ;  "  signed,  "  Wm. 
McKennan ; "  followed  by  the  receipt  of  William  McKennan  for 
$88.69,  "  balance  of  those  costs  ;  "  and  this  entry  is  followed 
by  another  interesting  entry  :  "  Received,  October  9,  1809,  of 
William  McKennan,  Esq.,'  late  Prothonotary,  the  sum  of 
Eight  dollars,  it  being  attorney's  fees  not  charged  by  James 
Ross,  Esq. ;"  signed,  "John  McMillan." 

It  follows  from  the  foregoing  that  the  statement  in  Rev. 

>  This  William  McKennan,  Esq.,  was  the  father  of  Thomas  McK.  T.  Mc- 
Kennan, who  was  the  father  of  Hon.  William  McKennan  of  our  day:  See 
Roll  of  Attorneys,  T.  McK.  T.  McKennan,  1814,  post.  James  Ross,  Esq.,  in 
remitting  his  docket  fees  of  $8.00,  evidently  remembered  that  he  had  once 
taught  young  theological  students  in  Dr.  McMillan's  Log  Cabin  College 
near  Canonsburg:    See  Roll  of  Attorneys,  James  Rosa,  1787,  post. 


SAMUEL    ROBERTS, 

President  Judge,  1803-1818. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  steel-plate  print  with  Mr.  John  H. 

Roberts,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  a  grandson.] 
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Dr.  Smith's  History  of  Old  Bedstone,  196,  to  the  effect  that 
the  decision  of  the  lower  court  in  the  foregoing  case  was 
reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court  "and  Dr,  McMillan  was 
acquitted,"  was  not  quite  accurate. 

As  may  have  been  noted,  Judge  Addison  died  the  next 
year  after  McMillan  v.  Birch  was  argued  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  before  the  case  came  on  for  trial  the  second  time. 
The  half-tone  portrait  we  present  is  from  a  photograph  of  a 
silhouette  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Eliza  A.  Darlington,  the 
only  living  grandchild  of  the  Judge. 

HON.    SAMUEL    EGBERTS. 

On  June  2,  1803,  Samuel  Roberts  was  commissioned 
president  judge  of  the  Fifth  District,  which  office  he  held 
until  succeeded  in  1818  by  Judge  Baird.  His  associates  dur- 
ing his  term  were  the  old  associates  still  surviving,  and  Eev. 
Boyd  Mercer,  commissioned  January  1,  1806. 

But  soon  after  Judge  Robert's  term  began,  by  Section  XII. 
of  the  act  of  February  24,  1806,  4  Sm.  L.  270,  another  county 
was  added  to  the  Fifth  District,  which  was  then  composed  of 
Beaver,  Allegheny,  Washington,  Fayette,  and  Greene.  By 
the  same  act  it  was  provided,  also,  that  if  a  vacancy  should 
thereafter  happen  in  any  county,  by  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  of  any  associate  judge,  or  otherwise,  the  governor 
should  not  supply  the  same  unless  the  number  of  associates 
should  be  thereby  reduced  to  less  than  two ;  in  which  case,  or 
in  case  of  any  county  thereafter  organized,  he  should  commis- 
sion so  many  as  would  complete  that  number  in  each  county, 
and  no  more.  It  was  then  that  the  associate  judges  of  the 
county  were  reduced  to  two  in  number,  which  continued  until 
that  office  was  abolished  by  the  constitution  of  1874. 

Hon.  Samuel  Roberts  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  September 
8,  1763.  His  ancestors  came  to  Pennsylvania  with  the  first 
immigrants,  and  his  grandfather,  Owen  Roberts,  was  sheriff 
of  Philadelphia  County,  1716-23.     He  was  educated  in  Phila- 
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delphia,  studied  law  with  Hon.  William  Lewis,  of  that  city, 
and  was  there  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1793.  The  same  year,  at 
York,  Pennsylvania,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Heath.  Subse- 
quently, to  practice  his  profession,  he  removed  to  Lancaster, 
thence  to  Sunbary;  and  while  at  the  latter  place  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Governor  McKean  to  succeed  Judge  Addison, 
after  the  latter's  removal  by  his  unrighteous  impeachment, 
and  the  same  year  he  removed  to  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
Upon  the  change  made  in  the  districts  by  the  act  of  1818, 
directly  to  be  noticed,  he  ceased  to  sit  as  judge  in  Washington 
County,  but  continued  as  the  president  judge  of  the  old  Fifth 
District,  by  that  act  composed  of  Beaver,  Butler,  and  Alle- 
gheny counties,  until  his  death  at  Pittsburg  in  1820.  While 
upon  the  bench,  he  wrote  and  published  "  Robert's  Digest  of 
British  Statutes  in  force  in  Pennsylvania,"  a  work  well  known 
to  the  profession,  the  last  edition  of  which  was  edited  by  Hon. 
Robert  E.  Wright  and  published  in  1847. 

Judge  Roberts  left  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters.  One  of  the  daughters  was  married  to  the  late 
Oldham  Craig,  deceased,  for  many  years  teller  in  the  old 
Bank  of  Pittsburg,  and  brother  of  the  well-known  Neville  B. 
Craig,  deceased.  Another  daughter  died  many  years  ago, 
and  the  third  resided  in  Michigan.  The  five  sons,  Samuel, 
Edward  J.,  Henry,  Horatio,  and  Morgan,  all  have  died.  Henry 
practiced  medicine  at  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania.  Edward  J. 
was  a  paymaster  in  the  United  States  army  during  the  War 
of  1812,  then  clerk  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the 
Western  District  of  Pennsylvania  till  his  death,  leaving  three 
sons:  General  Richard  Biddle  Roberts,  who  practiced  law 
at  Pittsburg  and  Chicago;  Edward  J.  Roberts,  at  one  time 
city  engineer  for  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  and  John  H. 
Roberts,  now  living  at  No.  4510  Centre  Avenue,  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  employed  at  the  Pittsburg  transfer  station 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company;  by  him  an  old  steel- 
plate  print  was  furnished  for  our  half-tone  portrait  of  Judge 
Roberts.     This  portrait  supports  somewhat  a  tradition    that 


THOMAS    H.   BAIED, 

Admitted,  ISOS ;  Died,  1866. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograpli  by  Hallam  of  oil 

painting  with  Mr.  C.  ilcF.  Eeed,  a  grandson.] 
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Judge  Roberts  was  always  attended  from  his  hotel  to  the 
court-house  by  the  sheriff  and  all  the  tipstaves. 

HON.    THOMAS    H.    BAIRD. 

As  already  intimated,  Washington  County  had  ceased  to  be 
embraced  in  the  old  Fifth  Judicial  District;  for,  by  the  act 
of  March  23,  1818,  7  Sm.  L.  108,  after  the  creation  of  a  new 
Fifth  District,  composed  of  Beaver,  Butler,  and  Allegheny 
counties,  it  was  provided  by  Section  3  that  after  the  third 
Monday  of  October  next  the  counties  of  Washington,  Fayette, 
Greene  (cut  off  from  Washington  in  1796),  with  Somerset 
County,  should  be  erected  into  a  new  judicial  district,  to  be 
called  the  Fourteenth  District,  and  that  a  person  of  legal 
knowledge  and  integrity  should  be  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  governor  to  be  president  judge.  Thereupon, 
on  October  19,  1818,  Thomas  H.  Baird,  of  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  commissioned  as  president  judge,  holding  that 
office  until  he  was  succeeded  by  Judge  Ewing  in  1838.  His 
associates  during  his  term  were  Eev.  Boyd  Mercer  and  John 
Hamilton  and  Thomas  McKeever,  Esquires. 

The  Fourteenth  District  was  of  long  duration.  It  was 
changed  by  the  act  of  March  29,  1824,  P.  L.  194,  in  this,  that 
Somerset  was  taken  to  form  with  Franklin  and  Bedford  the 
new  Sixteenth  District,  leaving  Washington,  Fayette,  and 
Greene  to  constitute  the  Fourteenth  District,  unchanged  until 
by  the  act  of  January  25,  1866,  P.  L.  1,  the  Twenty-seventh 
District  was  created,  existing  to-day,  composed  of  AVashington 
County  only. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird  was  the  third  son  of  Dr.  Absalom 
Baird,  one  of  the  early  and  leading  physicians  as  well  as  a 
prominent  civilian  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Baird's 
father  was  John  Baird,  a  Scotchman,  who  came  to  America  a 
lieutenant  with  General  Braddock's  army,  and  shared  in  Brad- 
dock's  defeat  on  July  9,  1755.  He  was  killed  in  the  battle 
with  the  French  and  Indians  on  Grant's  Hill  (in  Pittsburg) 
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in  the  defeat  of  Major  Graut  and  his  Highlanders  on  Septem- 
ber 14,  1758,  as  heretofore  noted.  The  Allegheny  County 
Court-House  is  on  the  locality  of  this  celebrated  battle, 
although  at  a  much  lower  grade. 

Absalom  Baird,  educated  by  the  widowed  mother,  became 
a  surgeon  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  the  Bevolutionary  War, 
and  in  1786  removed  with  his  family  to  Washington,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  commissioned  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1789, 
and  was  therefore  entitled  to  sit  as  one  of  our  judges;  was 
county  lieutenant  in  1792,  sheriff  in  1799,  and  died  on  October 
27,  1805.  His  children  were:  John,  George,  Thomas  H.  (the 
Judge),  William  (the  lawyer),  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Hodge, 
Maysville,  Kentucky,  and  Susan,  wife  of  Dr.  Hugh  Campbell 
of  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania. 

Judge  Baird  was  born  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on 
November  15,  1787;  was  educated  at  a  classical  school  in 
Brooke  County,  Virginia,  in  charge  of  Eev.  David  Johnston; 
studied  law  with  Mr.  Joseph  Pentecost,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Washington  County  in  July,  1808,  before  he  was  quite 
twenty-one,  and  on  October  19,  1818,  was  appointed  and  com- 
missioned president  judge.  His  activity  led  him  into  much 
business  outside  the  law,  being  interested  with  Parker  Camp- 
bell and  Thomas  McGiffin,  leading  members  of  the  bar  in  his 
day,  as  contractors  for  the  construction  of  the  National  Road 
through  Washington  County,  as  well  as  in  a  number  of  manu- 
facturing enterprises;  and  about  1830  or  1831  a  survey  was 
made  for  a  railroad  down  the  Chartiers  Valley  from  Wash- 
ington to  Pittsburg,  almost  entirely  at  his  expense,  one  of 
the  first  railroads  ever  projected  in  the  country. 

In  December,  1837,  Judge  Baird  resigned  his  commission 
as  president  judge,  and  removing  to  Pittsburg  was  engaged 
in  that  city  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  for  about 
twelve  years.  He  then  retired  to  his  farm  near  Monongahela 
City,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  at  the  residence  of  his 
son-in-law,  Charles  McKnight,  in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  November  22,  1866. 

The  wife  of  Judge  Baird  was  Nancy  McCullough,  who 


NATHANIEL    EWING, 

Presiijent  Judge.  1838-1848. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdoii.  from  photograph  of  oil  painting,  at  age 

of  about  47,  furnished  by  Hon.  N.  Ewing,  grandson.] 
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survived  him  many  years.  His  cliildren  were:  Ellen,  wife  of 
Dr.  R.  E..  Reed;  Susannah  and  Jane,  who  died  young;  Sarah, 
wife  of  George  Morgan,  grandson  of  Colonel  George  Morgan; 
Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Patterson  and  mother  of  T.  H.  B.  Pat- 
terson of  the  Pittsburg  bar;  Absalom,  who  died  young;  Har- 
riet; Eliza  Acheson,  wife  of  Robert  Patterson,  deceased,  late 
of  the  Presbyterian  Banner,  and  mother  of  Thomas  Patterson 
of  the  Pittsburg  bar;  Thomas  H.,  lately  deceased,  of  the 
Washington  County  bar;  Susan  C,  who  died  a  young  lady; 
Margaret,  still  living  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania;  Emma, 
who  died  a  young  lady ;  and  Jane,  wife  of  Charles  McKnight, 
of  Allegheny  City. 

Judges  Addison,  Roberts,  and  Baird  all  held  court  for  their 
full  service,  in  the  old  second  court-house  heretofore  described. 


HON.    NATHANIEL   EWING. 

There  being  now  a  vacancy,  and  the  office  of  president 
judge  being  still  filled  by  appointment,  on  February  15, 1838, 
Nathaniel  Ewing  of  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania,  was  commis- 
sioned by  Governor  Ritner  to  succeed  Judge  Baird,  and  held 
that  office  until  succeeded  by  Judge  Gilmore  in  1848.  During 
his  term  his  associates  were,  as  one  set  succeeded  another. 
Rev.  Boyd  Mercer,  Thomas  McKeever,  Samuel  Hill,  John 
Grayson,  and  James  Gordon,  Esquires. 

But  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  by  their  delegates  in  con- 
vention, on  February  22,  1838,  P.  L.  1840,  iii.,  amended  the 
constitution  of  1790,  changing  our  judicial  system  in  many 
important  particulars ;  the  constitution  so  amended  to  go  into 
effect  on  January  1,  1839. 

By  Article  V.,  Section  II.,  the  president  judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  and  of  such  other  courts  of  record  as 
were  or  should  be  established  by  law,  should  hold  their  offices 
for  the  term  of  ten  years,  if  they  should  so  long  behave  them- 
selves well ;  and  the  associate  judges  should  hold  their  offices 
for  the  term  of  five  yeaxs,  upon  a  like  condition.     But  for  any 
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reasonable  cause  which  should  not  be  sufficient  ground  for 
impeachment,  the  governor  might  remove  any  of  the  judges 
on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature. 

No  substantial  change  was  made  in  the  organization  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts;  but  by  Article  VI.,  Sections  I.  and 
III.,  sherifPs,  coroners,  prothonotaries,  and  clerks  were  made 
elective  by  the  people;  one  for  each  office  in  the  case  of  the 
sheriff  and  the  coroner,  but  as  to  the  others  the  legislature 
might  provide  whether  they  should  be  held  by  one  person  or 
separately  by  two. 

By  Section  VII.  of  the  Schedule  the  commissions  of  the 
judges  learned  in  the  law,  who  should  not  have  held  their 
offices  for  ten  years  at  the  adoption  of  the  amendments,  were 
to  expire  on  the  27th  of  February  next  after  the  end  of  ten 
years  from  the  date  of  their  commissions,  which  provision 
enabled  Judge  Ewing,  though  commissioned  before  the 
amended  constitution  went  into  effect,  to  continue  in  office 
until  February  27,  1848. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing  was  a  son  of  William  Ewing,  and 
grandson  of  George  Ewing,  of  Peach  Bottom,  York  County, 
who,  it  is  said,  was  a  brother  of  the  celebrated  Bev.  Dr.  John 
Ewing,  provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  commissioners  in  the 
boundary -line  controversy :  Ellis's  History  of  Fayette  County, 
651.  William  Ewing,  his  father,  came  into  Fayette  County 
about  1790,  as  a  surveyor,  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
Conwell,  settling  in  the  Dunlap's  Creek  neighborhood,  near 
Heistersburg.  Nathaniel  was  born  July  18,  1794;  educated 
at  Washington  College,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Matthew 
Brown,  graduating  with  the  honors  of  his  class  in  1812;  taught 
a  year  in  Delaware,  and  returning  studied  law  with  Hon. 
Thomas  McGiffin,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Washington 
County  in  June,  1816.  The  next  year  he  removed  to  Union- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1874, 
in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 

In  1822  Judge  Ewing  married  Jane,  the  second  daughter 
of  Mr.  Justice  John  Kennedy,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
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President  Judge,  1848-1861. 

[Half-tone  by  BragdoD,  from  photograph  with  the  author.] 
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sylvania;  she  was  the  mother  of  Hon.  John  K.  Ewing  (in 
later  years  also  our  president  judge),  and  died  in  1827.  His 
second  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  David  Denny,  of  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pennsylvania.  By  this  marriage  there  were  two 
children,  a  son,  Alexander,  and  a  daughter,  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Professor  J.  J.  Stephenson,  connected  with  the 
geological  survey  of  Pennsylvania  in  1876.  Hon.  John  H. 
Ewing,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  deceased,  remembered 
by  many  of  us,  was  a  brother  of  Judge  Ewing,  surviving  him 
a  number  of  years.  The  portrait  of  Judge  Ewing  given  in 
this  volume  is  from  a  photograph  of  an  oil-painting  said  to 
have  been  made  when  he  was  of  the  age  of  forty-seven. 

HON.    SAMUEL    A.    GILMOEE. 

The  ten  years'  term  of  Judge  Ewing  having  expired 
by  virtue  of  the  limitation  referred  to,  Samuel  A.  Gilmore, 
on  February  28,  1848,  was  appointed  and  commissioned  to 
succeed  him  as  president  judge.  His  associate  judges  dur- 
ing the  time  he  presided  in  the  courts  of  our  county  were: 
Isaac  Hodgens,  William  Vankirk,  Abraham  Wotring,  John 
Freeman,  James  G.  Hart,  and  Jacob  Slagle,  Esquires,  as  one 
set  succeeded  another. 

But  the  constitution,  as  amended  in  1838,  was  afterward 
the  subject  of  several  additional  amendments;  one  of  which, 
affecting  the  judiciary,  was  that  adopted  by  the  general 
assemblies  of  1849-50,  and  ratified  by  the  people  at  the 
October  election  of  1850,  which  wisely  or  unwisely  brought 
the  selection  of  all  the  judges  of  the  state  directly  within 
the  power  of  the  people;  for  all  the  judges  then  became 
elective:   P.  L.  (1851),  758. 

There  was  no  change  made  in  the  terms  of  the  president 
judges  and  their  associates,  and  it  was  provided  that  the 
first  election  should  take  place  at  the  next  general  election 
held  after  the  adoption  of  that  amendment,  and  the  com- 
missions of  all  the  judges  then  in  ofiice   should   expire  on 
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the  first  Monday  of  December  following,  when  the  terms 
of  the  new  judges  then  elected  should  commence. 

At  the  general  election  held  in  October,  1851,  Judge  Gil- 
more  was  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  district,  commissioned 
by  Governor  Bigler  on  November  6,  1851,  and  served  from 
the  first  Monday  of  December  of  that  year  until  succeeded 
by  Judge  Lindsey  in  1861. 

Judge  Gilmore  was  the  grandson  of  James  Gilmore,  who 
many  years  ago  occupied  the  farm  known  as  the  Strean  Farm, 
a  short  distance  southwest  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania. 
His  father,  John  Gilmore,  studied  law  at  Washington;  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  August,  1801,  and  removing  to  Butler, 
Pennsylvania,  married  a  Miss  Purviance  at  that  place,  and 
there  practiced  his  profession.  The  son,  Samuel  A.  Gilmore, 
was  born  at  Butler,  studied  law,  and  was  practicing  there 
and  in  adjoining  counties  when  first  appointed  president 
judge  to  succeed  Judge  Ewing  in  1848.  His  first  wife  was 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  Justice  Todd,  at  one  time  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  second  wife  was  a  daughter 
of  Arnold  Plumer,  Esq.,  of  Venango  County.  Upon  his 
appointment  as  president  judge  of  the  fourteenth  district 
he  removed  to  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death  on  May  15,  1873. 

Judge  Gilmore  left  to  survive  him  his  wife  and  six  chil- 
dren. The  widow  died  on  October  25,  1892.  Eleanor,  the 
eldest  child,  married  Alexander  J.  Mead,  of  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  but  is  now  a  widow  with  two  children,  residing  in 
the  old  home  at  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania;  Arnold  Plumer, 
the  eldest  son,  married,  and  is  a  physician  living  in  Chicago; 
Lyda  married  A.  W.  Bliss,  and  lives  also  in  Uniontown; 
Henry,  unmarried;  Pattie  married  George  B.  Kaine,  and 
lives  in  Uniontown  also. 


JAMES    LINDSEY, 

President  Judge,  1861-18M. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  with  the  author.] 
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At  the  general  election  in  1861,  in  a  contest  with  Hon. 
James  Veech,  of  Uniontowu,  Pennsylvania,  James  Lindsey,  of 
the  Waynesburg  bar,  was  the  successful  candidate,  and  having 
been  duly  commissioned  began  his  term  of  service  as  presi- 
dent judge  of  the  district  on  the  first  Monday  of  December, 
1861.  His  associates  during  his  service,  too  soon  ended  by 
his  death,  were  James  G.  Hart  and  Thomas  McCarrell,  Es- 
quires. 

Judge  Lindsey  had  the  blood  of  the  first  settlers  in  his 
veins.  Thomas  Hughes,  John  Swan,  and  Henry  Vanmetre 
were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  settling  on  the  waters  of 
Muddy  Creek,  coming  thither  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in 
1767-68.  Charles  Swan,  son  of  John,  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Vanmetre,  and  their  daughter  Mary,  marrying 
William  Collins,  was  the  mother  of  Anne  Collins,  who  mar- 
ried John  Lindsey,  and  became  the  mother  of  the  young 
judge. 

John  Lindsey's  father  was  James  Lindsey,  of  Scotch  blood, 
who,  coming  from  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  very 
early,  settled  at  Jefferson,  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
married  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Hughes,  Jr.,  who  had 
married  a  daughter  of  John  Swan,  before  mentioned.  Hughes 
was  Irish,  Swan  was  Scotch,  Vanmetre  German,  and  Lindsey 
Scotch — three  nationalities  blended  into  one,  the  Scotch  pre- 
dominating. John  Lindsey,  the  judge's  father,  was  a  student 
at  Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  once 
sheriff  and  twice  prothonotary  of  Greene  County. 

Judge  Lindsey  was  the  eldest  of  eleven  children,  six  of 
whom  survived  him.  He  was  born  on  November  21,  1827, 
received  his  education  at  Greene  Academy,  Carmichaels, 
Greene  County,  was  admitted  to  the  Waynesburg  bar  May  15, 
1849,  and  elected  president  judge  in  October,  1861,  when  not 
quite  thirty -four  years  of  age. 
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At  the  August  term,  1864,  he  was  upon  the  bench  at 
Washington,  but  before  coming  thither  had  been  ill  with  what 
was  thought  to  be  a  slight  attack  of  bilious  fever.  At  Pros- 
perity, on  hifi  way  home  after  the  end  of  the  term,  he  became 
too  ill  to  proceed,  and  there  remained  over  night,  but  recov- 
ered so  as  to  reach  his  residence,  about  six  miles  beyond 
Waynesburg,  the  next  day.  He  was  not  considered  to  be 
seriously  ill  until  on  Thursday,  September  1,  1864,  and  late 
the  night  of  that  day  he  died. 

Judge  Lindsey,  on  June  27,  1855,  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Arthur  Inghram,  of  Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
sister  of  Hon.  James  Inghram,  a  later  president  judge  of  the 
Fourteenth  District.  Judge  Lindsey's  brother,  W.  C.  Lind- 
sey, a  member  of  the  Greene  County  bar,  was  captain  of  Com- 
pany A,  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  the  War  of  the 
Kebellion,  and  was  killed  in  a  street  of  Hagerstown,  Mary- 
land, while  leading  a  charge  against  Lee's  retreating  army, 
three  days  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  A  still  younger 
brother,  R.  H.  Lindsey,  is  a  practicing  member  of  the  Fayette 
County  bar.  His  widow,  three  sons,  and  one  daughter  sur- 
vived Judge  Lindsey,  the  widow  still  living  in  Waynesburg. 
The  sons,  Arthur  Inghram,  William  Walter,  and  John  How- 
ard Lindsey,  all  reside  at  Las  Animas,  Bent  County,  Colorado ; 
his  daughter  Annie  is  the  wife  of  Robert  W.  Munnell,  and 
resides  at  Waynesburg. 

After  the  death  of  Judge  Lindsey,  Governor  Curtin,  the 
war  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  November  9,  1864,  issued  a 
commission  to  Mr.  James  Watson,  of  the  Washington  County 
bar,  to  hold  the  office  of  president  judge  of  the  district  until 
the  next  general  election,  in  1865.  This  commission  was  a 
surprise  to  Mr.  Watson,  as  neither  he  nor  his  fi-iends  had 
asked  for  it,  and  it  was  declined,  although  with  gratitude  for 
the  unsought  honor.  For  sketch  of  Mr.  Watson,  see  Roll  of 
Attorneys,  1831,  post. 


JOHN    KENNEDY    EWING, 

Pef.sident  Judge,  1864-1865. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon.  from  steel-plate  print  furnished  by 
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There  was  still  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  president  judge, 
whereupon,  on  November  19,  1864,  John  Kennedy  Ewing,.the 
only  son  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing  by  his  first  wife,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  by  Governor  Curtin  to  fill  the  office 
until  the  next  general  election,  in  1865,  and  accepted  and 
served.  His  associates  for  his  short  term  of  office  were  James 
G.  Hart  and  Thomas  McCarrell,  Esquires. 

Hon.  John  Kennedy  Ewing,  on  May  4,  1847,  married 
Ellen  L.,  daughter  of  Alpheus  and  Eliza  Willson,  and  sister 
of  Hon.  Alpheus  E.  Willson,  afterward  president  judge  of  the 
Fourteenth  District,  consisting  of  Fayette  and  Greene,  imtil 
the  latter  county  was  made  a  separate  district  in  1893.  Judge 
Ewing  still  survives,  but  Mrs.  Ewing  died  in  January,  1884, 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  of  whom  there  were  Hon.  Na- 
thaniel Ewing,  president  judge  of  the  Fourteenth  District  from 
1887  to  1898,  and  Hon.  Samuel  E.  Ewing,  president  judge  of 
the  same  district,  by  appointment,  from  November  22,  1899, 
to  January  1,  1900.  Tlie  other  children  were  Eliza  W.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Hon.  S.  L.  Mestrezat,  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  dead,  having  left  one  child,  Ray- 
mond W.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  V.,  wife  of  Mr.  J.  M.  B. 
Reis;  John  K.,  Jr.;  Belle  K,  wife  of  Mr.  B.  B.  Howell;  and 
Ellen  and  Jane,  who  died  in  infancy. 

At  the  general  election  on  October  10,  1865,  Hon.  John 
K.  Ewing  and  Hon.  S.  A.  Gilmore  were  opposing  candidates 
for  the  office  for  the  succeeding  term  of  ten  years,  the  latter 
being  successful,  his  next  term,  the  third  for  which  he  was 
commissioned,  to  begin  on  the  first  Monday  of  December, 
1865.  But  after  that  date  the  first  term  of  the  courts  for 
Washington  County  was  in  February,  1866,  before  which 
time,  however,  the  act  of  assembly  of  January  25,  1866  (P.  L. 
1 )  was  passed,  by  which  Washington  County  was  taken  out  of 
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the  old  Fourteenth  District,  created  in  1818,  and  with  Beaver 
County  made  into  a  new  district  called  the  Twenty-seventh; 
and  the  governor  was  required  to  "appoint  and  comnaission  a 
gentleman  of  integrity,  learned  in  the  law,  to  be  president 
judge  of  said  district,  who  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  first 
Monday  of  December  next,"  and  at  the  next  general  election 
a  president  judge  was  to  be  elected  and  commissioned  under 
the  then  constitution  and  laws  of  the  state. 


HON.    B.   B.   CHAMBERLIN. 

For  the  new  Twenty-seventh  Judicial  District,  thus  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Beaver  and  Washington,  Governor  Curtin, 
on  February  3, 1866,  appointed  and  commissioned  B.  B.  Cham- 
berlin,  of  the  Beaver  County  bar,  as  president  judge,  to  hold 
office  until  the  first  Monday  of  the  following  December,  by 
which  time  an  elected  judge  should  be  chosen.  He  presided 
at  the  May  and  August  terms,  1866. 

Judge  Chamberlin  was  born  at  Forlighsburg,  Canada 
East,  on  May  22,  1810.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Eich- 
mond,  Massachusetts,  and  in  1812  the  family  returned  to  the 
United  States,  settling  at  Auburn,  New  York.  The  son  was 
educated  at  academies  at  Lewiston  and  at  Buffalo,  New  York; 
began  the  study  of  law  with  an  uncle,  Hon.  Bates  Cooke,  the 
controller  of  the  state  of  New  York  during  Governor  Seward's 
administration,  and  completed  bis  course  in  the  office  of  Mil- 
lard Fillmore,  at  Buffalo,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1834.  About  1836  he  came  to  Bridgewater,  Beaver  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  county;  was 
given  charge  of  the  real  estate  interests  of  Mr.  Fillmore  in 
and  about  Bridgewater,  and  soon  afterward  removed  to  New 
Brighton.  Through  his  influence  with  Mr.  Fillmore,  while 
the  latter  was  president  of  the  United  States,  a  post-office  was 
established  at  New  Brighton  for  the  first  time,  and  Mr.  Cham- 
berlin was  made  its  first  postmaster.  After  his  service  as 
president  judge  of  the  Fourteenth  District,  he  returned  to 
practice  at  the  Beaver  bar,  and  so  continued  until  the  last  year 
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President  Judge,  1866. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  loaned  by  Mr.  Henry 

Hoopes,  New  Brighton,  Pa.] 
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or  so  of  his  life,  which  he  spent  at  the  Episcopal  Home  at 
Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny  County,  where  he  died  on  March  23, 
1891,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-one.  He  was  never  married. 
He  had  a  brother,  Darwin,  a  druggist,  at  St.  Clair,  Michigan. 
Our  half-tone  of  Judge  Chamberlin  is  from  the  only  known 
photograph  of  him. 

HON.  A.   W.  ACHESON. 

At  the  general  election  of  October,  1866,  the  competing 
candidates  were  Alexander  W.  Acheson,  of  the  Washington  bar, 
as  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party,  and  Hon.  B.  B.  Cham- 
berlin, who,  though  previously  a  Republican,  had  been  placed 
on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Mr.  Acheson  was  elected,  and  on 
November  15,  1866,  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Curtin, 
and  held  his  full  term  of  ten  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Judge  Hart.  His  associates  during  his  term  were,  first,  James 
C.  Chambers  and  John  Farrer,  Esquires;  afterward,  Dr. 
Thomas  W.  Bradley  and  John  Scott,  Esquire. 

But  during  the  term  of  Judge  Acheson,  another  somewhat 
important  change  was  made  in  the  judicial  system.  On  Novem- 
ber 3, 1873,  a  new  state  Constitution  was  adopted  in  convention, 
which,  by  the  terms  of  the  Schedule,  went  into  effect  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  1874.  Article  V.  of  this  Constitution  related  to  the 
judiciary,  and  it  was  provided  by  Section  5  of  that  article 
that  each  county  containing  a  population  of  forty  thousand 
should  constitute  a  separate  judicial  district,  and  should  elect 
one  judge  learned  in  the  law,  and  that  the  general  assembly 
should  provide  for  additional  judges  as  the  business  of  the 
districts  should  require;  moreover,  it  was  provided  that  the 
office  of  "associate  judges,  not  learned  in  the  law,"  should  be 
abolished  in  counties  forming  separate  districts.  There  were 
no  other  material  changes  made  in  the  organization  of  the 
courts. 

The  census  of  1870  having  shown  that  Washington  County 
had  a  population  of  forty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety. 
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by  the  section  referred  to  it  was  entitled  to  be  made  a  sepa- 
rate district.  Section  13  of  the  Schedule  required  the  general 
assembly  at  its  next  session  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  designate  the  several  judicial  districts,  as  provided  by 
this  Constitution.  Thereupon,  by  the  act  of  April  9,  1874, 
P.  L.  54,  the  legislature  created  forty-three  judicial  districts, 
the  Twenty-seventh  of  which  was  to  be  composed  of  the  county 
of  Washington;  and  such  is  the  number  and  constitution  of 
that  district  at  this  day.  The  time  of  the  beginning  of  the 
judicial  term,  however,  has  been  changed.  Instead  of  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  as  of  old,  by  the  act  of  April  30,  1874, 
P.  L.  118,  the  terms  of  all  the  judges  learned  in  the  law  are 
to  begin  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding 
their  election. 

The  terms  of  Dr.  T.  W.  Bradley  and  John  Scott,  Esquires, 
as  associate  judges,  expired  the  last  day  of  November,  187G, 
and  the  oflSce  having  been  abolished  by  the  Constitution  of 
1874,  these  gentlemen  were  the  last  to  hold  those  positions  in 
Washington  County;  the  president  judge  continued  upon  the 
bench,  but  alone,  until  by  the  act  of  June  12, 1895,  P.  L.  190, 
an  additional  law  judge  was  authorized  for  Washington 
County. 

It  is  related  that  of  old  a  member  of  our  bar,  who  some- 
times dined  too  well,  came  into  court  at  the  beginning  of  a 
session  when  there  was  a  lull  in  business,  and,  approaching 
the  railing  of  the  bar,  cried  out  :  "  Oh,  one  hundred  learned 
Thebans  on  the  bench ;  one  judge  and  two  zeros  !  "  The 
terms  of  the  observation  were  scarcely  accurate,  for,  when  the 
judge  learned  in  the  law  was  somewhat  young  and  frisky,  as 
sometimes  was  the  case,  the  associates,  who  always  looked 
wise,  maintained  at  least  the  necessary  dignity  of  the  court. 

Judge  Acheson  was  the  son  of  David  Acheson,  who  emi- 
grated from  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  1788,  and  came 
directly  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  join  his  brothers 
John  and  Thomas,  who  had  preceded  him.  The  brothers 
were  of  Scotch  lineage,  sons  of  George  Acheson,  an  elder  of 


ALEXANDER    W.   ACHESON, 

A  OMITTED,  1832  ;  Died,  1S90. 

President  Judge,  1S66-1876. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  with  Mrs.  J.  C.  Acheson.] 
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the  Seceders  Congregation  of  Market  Hill,  County  Armagh. 
Alexander  W.  was  the  second  child  of  David  Acheson  by  his 
first  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Wilson,  who  settled  at 
Washington  in  1789 ;  was  born  on  July  15,  1809,  at  Philadel- 
phia, where  his  parents  resided  for  a  time  after  their  mar- 
riage; graduated  at  Washington  College  in  1827;  studied 
law  with  Mr.  William  Baird,  brother  of  Judge  Thomas  H. 
Baird,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Washington  bar  in  June, 
1832.  After  a  short  time  passed  in  the  West,  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Washington,  and  with  the 
exception  of  several  terms  of  service  as  deputy  attorney- 
general  for  Washington  County,  before,  by  the  act  of  May  3, 
1850,  P.  L.  654,  the  election  of  district  attorneys  by  the  people 
■was  required,  and  his  term  as  president  judge,  he  never  held 
any  public  office.  At  the  end  of  his  term  as  president  judge  he 
returned  to  the  bar,  and,  associated  with  his  son,  Mr.  Marcus 
C.  Acheson,  and  his  nephew,  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  Ji\,  he 
remained  in  active  practice  till  his  death,  on  July  10,  1890. 

The  wife  of  Judge  Acheson  was  Jane,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  Wishart,  whom  he  married  in  1886;  she  died  before  the 
Judge.  The  children  still  living  are :  Dr.  Alexander  W.  Ache- 
son, of  Dennison,  Texas;  Marcus  C,  now  of  the  Pittsburg  bar; 
Martha  W.,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania;  Hon.  E.  F.,  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  Washington,  Pennsylvania;  and  Dr.  Henry 
M.,  also  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  Three  children  died 
before  him:  Dr.  John  W.,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  un- 
married;   David,'  Captain  of  Company   C,  One  Hundred  and 

1  The  remains  of  Captain  David  Acheson  were  brought  home  for  bur- 
ial, the  ceremonies  taking  place  on  Sabbath  evening,  August  9,  1863. 
Within  hearing  of  the  ceremonies  at  the  family  residence,  a  youug  member 
of  the  bar  composed  the  following,  printed  in  the  Washington  Reporter  of 
the  next  issue : 

In  Memokiam,  Capt.  A.,  Co.  C,  140th  P.  V. 

Pro  patria  pugnante  in  magnos  honores, 

Pallida  Mors  venit ; 
Pater,  materque,  fratresque  sorores, 
Amici  propinqui  —  O  imi  dolores ! 

Mortuum  circumstant. 
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Fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  killed  at  the  Battle  of 
Gettysburg,  July  2,  1863;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  B. 
Childs,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

HON.    GEORGE    S.    HART. 

At  the  general  election  in  October,  1886,  the  competitors 
for  the  office  of  president  judge  were  Hon.  A.  W.  Acheson,  on 
the  Republican  side,  and  George  S.  Hart  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  The  latter  gentleman  was  chosen,  and  being  duly 
commissioned  took  his  seat  as  president  judge  on  the  first 
Monday  of  January,  1877,  which  office  he  held  until  succeeded 
by  Hon.  J.  A.  Mcllvaine  in  1887,  still  in  office. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Judge  Hart  was  from  eastern 
Maryland,  settling  in  "Westmoreland  County  at  an  early  day. 
His  father  was  John  Hart,  who  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  settled  in  Pittsburg,  and  there  married  a  Miss  Ban-, 
where  on  July  29,  1824,  Judge  Hart  was  born.  On  both 
sides  he  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  In  1833  the  family 
removed  to  Washington,  which  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
Judge  Hart  to  be  educated  at  Washington  College,  graduating 
in  1842,  with,  as  some  of  his  classmates,  Caleb  Baldwin, 
afterward  chief  justice  of  Iowa;  J.  Kennedy  Ewing,  son  of 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing,  at  one  time,  as  heretofore  stated,  the 
president  judge  of  the  Fourteenth  District,  and  Eev.  Franklin 

In  vita  generosum,  in  morte  gloriosum, 

Sepulcro  te  parant : 
Patriae  vexillo  nunc  involvere, 
Gladium  fulgentem  tibi  posuere, 

Sepulcro  apportant ! 

Plores  florescant, 
Lacrim^  cadant, 

Triste  super  sepulturum ! 
Virtutes  clariores, 

Memorise  dulciores, 

In  sempiterne  futurum 

Sabbath  evening,  August  9,  1863.  Mcerens. 


GEOEGE    S.  HART, 

ADMnTED,  1846 ;  Died,  1888.   . 

President  Judge,  1S76-1886. 

[Half-toue  by  Briigdon,  from  photograph  with  sui-viving  sisters.] 
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Moore,  afterward  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  distinguished  for  his  eloquence.  In  1867,  Rev.  Mr. 
Moore,  delivering  the  class  history  at  the  reunion  of  the 
Washington  College  Class  of  1842,  after  twenty-five  years, 
and  heard  by  the  writer  hereof,  described  Judge  Hart, 
then  at  the  bar,  as  having  been  the  Sir  Philip  Sidney  of 
his  class. 

After  graduation  Judge  Hart  taught  a  short  time  in 
eastern  Virginia,  in  a  private  family,  then  studied  law  with 
Hon.  John  L.  Gow,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Washing- 
ton County  in  August,  1846.  At  the  same  term  of  his  admis- 
sion he  was  appointed  deputy  attorney-general,  succeeding 
Hon.  A.  W.  Acheson  in  that  office.  After  the  office  became 
elective  he  was  elected  and  served  a  term  of  three  years, 
beginning  in  1850.  In  May,  1853,  he  acquired  an  interest  in 
the  Washington  Examiner,  of  which  paper  he  was  the  princi- 
pal editor  till  the  close  of  1856,  from  which  time  he  was 
devoted  exclusively  to  his  profession,  until  he  was  made  presi- 
dent judge  in  1876.  It  is  always  noted  as  a  fact  in  his  history 
that  for  a  period  of  ten  years  and  two  months  he  was  contin- 
uously a  member  of  the  board  of  school  directors  for  Washing- 
ton Borough,  all  that  time  their  secretary  —  always  noted  for 
the  reason  that,  having  never  married,  he  had  an  abundance 
of  time  to  become  interested  in  the  children  of  other  people, 
and  like  all  good  men  he  was  a  lover  of  the  little  folk.  He 
died  at  Washington  on  May  15,  1888. 

Judge  Hart  left  to  survive  him  three  brothers  and  three 
sisters:  William  Hart,  now  deceased,  leaving  a  widow  and 
children;  Alexander  Hart,  one  of  the  owners  and  the  editor  of 
the  Washington  Democrat;  Mason  Hart,  house  painter;  Misses 
Rebecca  Hart  and  Susan  Hart,  and  Mrs.  Francis  L.  Ryder, 
widow  of  Rev.  David  L.  Ryder;  the  living  survivors  residing 
at  Washington,  Pennsylvania. 

Judge  Nathaniel  Ewing,  for  almost  his  entire  term,  and 
Judges  Gilmore,  Lindsey,  J.  Kennedy  Ewing,  Chamberlin, 
Acheson,  and  Hart,  held  court  in  our  third  court-house  here- 
after considered. 
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There  has  now  been  given  in  this  chapter,  with  some  bio- 
graphical notes  of  our  president  judges,  a  brief  but  carefully 
prepared  sketch  of  the  judicial  system  of  Washington  County 
fi'om  1781,  when  under  the  Constitution  of  1776  her  courts 
first  opened  with  a  large  number  of  justices  of  the  peace,  all 
having  the  right  to  sit  upon  the  bench ;  again,  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  1790,  with  a  president  judge  learned  in  the  law, 
and  associate  judges  not  learned  in  the  law,  soon  reduced  to 
two  in  number;  so  continuing,  the  county  with  other  counties 
in  the  old  Fifth,  then  in  the  Fourteenth,  and  then  in  the 
Twenty-seventh  Judicial  District  under  the  Constitution  of 
1838;  and  finally,  as  a  separate  judicial  district,  as  in  the 
beginning,  but  with  a  single  law  judge  to  administer  justice, 
under  the  Constitution  of  1874,  until  an  additional  law  judge 
was  afforded  us  by  the  act  of  June  12,  1895,  P.  L.  190,  after 
more  than  a  century  had  elapsed  from  the  beginning. 


THE    THIRD    COUBT-HOUSE,   1842. 

Town  Hall  to  Left;  Sheriff's  Office  to  Right. 

[Iliilf-toiie  by  Brandon,  from  photograph  on  a  "busy  day"  in  1882, 

with  the  author.] 


IV. 

OUR  THIRD   COURT-HOUSE. 

At  the  end  of  forty-five  years  of  the  use  of  our  second 
court-house  and  near  the  beginning  of  the  term  of  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Ewing  as  president  judge,  it  was  finally  determined 
that  it  no  longer  sufficed  for  the  increased  business  of  the 
county,  and  a  third  building  was  erected,  with  an  official  resi- 
dence for  the  sheriff. 

With  this  court-house  and  its  related  public  buildings  we 
of  this  day  are  all  familiar,  but  for  the  information  of  those 
who  are  to  walk  in  our  ways  in  the  great  future,  we  furnish  a 
half-tone  engraving  of  the  court-house  and  sheriff's  residence 
as  they  were  when  torn  down  and  drawn  away  by  Mr.  Hockley, 
under  contract  with  the  commissioners,  in  1898,  the  engraving 
being  made  from  a  photograph  taken  in  1882.  The  square- 
fronted  building  to  the  left  of  the  court-house  is  the  old  Town 
Hall  building,  fifty-six  feet  on  Main  Street  and  extending  back 
one  hundred  feet,  erected  of  brick  with  sandstone  trimmings 
in  1869;  and  in  1897-98,  to  make  room  for  the  new  court- 
house, removed  by  the  borough  under  contract  with  Chicago 
parties,  bodily  and  without  a  break,  to  its  new  location  south 
of  Cherry  Avenue  and  nearly  opposite  the  new  sheriff's 
residence,  the  operation  of  removal  affording  interesting  enter- 
tainment to  admiring  citizens  of  the  borough,  for  quite  a  long 
time. 

The  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  county  buildings  at 
present  considered  was  let  in  1839,  and  they  were  completed 
in  the  fall  of  1842,  at  a  cost  for  the  court-house  of  $24,958, 
and  for  the  sheriff's  residence  of  $4,448.  Details  of  construc- 
tion may  be  found  in  sufficient  fullness,  with  small  discrep- 
ancies as  to  actual  cost,  in  Ci'eigh,  139;  Crumrine,  467. 

An  entirely  new  jail  building,  including  at  the  south  end, 
67 
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in  the  immediate  rear  of  the  court-house,  an  office  for  the 
county  treasurer,  and  in  the  rear  of  that  the  large  vault  men- 
tioned ante,  page  16,  and  over  both  a  large  room  for  the 
court  library,  was  begun  in  1867  and  completed  in  1868,  at  an 
entire  cost  of  $52,000:  Creigh,  140;  Crumrine,  467.  Many 
a  time  have  some  of  us,  mortified  by  an  adverse  ruling  or 
decision  in  the  court-room,  retired  for  consolation  to  a  view  of 
McFarland's  grove  and  beyond,  from  one  or  the  other  of  the 
west  windows  of  that  court  library;  and  shall  we  ever  forget 
the  seriously  profound  discussions  and  narrations  around  the 
long  table  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  room?  Mr.  Hockley 
carried  it  all  away  with  the  old  court-house! 

CONTENTS  OF  THE  COKNER-STONE,  1840. 

On  the  4th  day  of  July,  1840,  the  corner-stone  of  that 
third  court-house  was  laid,  doubtless  with  more  or  less  cere- 
mony, but,  as  all  the  people  were  then  busy  with  the  "  Tippe- 
canoe and  Tyler  Too"  political  campaign  of  that  year,  they 
may  have  been  too  forgetful  of  other  matters,  to  leave  for  us  a 
record  of  the  event.  However,  under  a  stone  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  court-house  was  placed  a  small  zinc  box,  five  by 
five  by  nine  inches  in  size,  and  sealed  up  within  it  were  a  writ- 
ten paper  and  articles  intended  for  those  only  who  at  some  time 
might  tear  that  building  down.  When  the  spot  was  reached 
where  the  box  had  lain  in  quiet  for  almost  sixty  years,  Mr. 
John  Brady,  a  son  of  Freeman  Brady,  Sr.,  one  of  the  old  con- 
tractors for  the  erection  of  the  building,  was  near  at  hand,  and 
obtained  the  box  and  delivered  it  to  his  friend.  Dr.  Wray 
Grayson.  Both  Mr.  Brady  and  Dr.  Grayson  have  since  passed 
beyond,  but  on  July  17,  1901,  Mrs.  Margaret  Grayson,  widow 
of  the  Doctor,  gave  the  box  and  its  contents  to  the  author  of 
this  volume  for  the  Washington  County  Historical  Society, 
hereafter  the  owner  of  them. 

A  verbatim  copy  of  this  paper,  including  the  spelling,  the 
original  being  in  the  well-known  handwriting  of  "  Uncle  Joe  " 
Henderson,  with  a  list  of  the  other  contents  of  the  box,  is  here 
produced: 


ROBERT    H.   KOONTZ, 

Admitted,  1840 ;  Died,  18(3. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdoii,  from  photogrnph  with  Mr.  Alexander 

Wilson  (1,8.53).] 


CONTENTS   OF   THE   CORNER-STONE,  1840.  69 

CATALOGUE  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  GENEEAL  AND  STATE 
GOVERNMENTS  &G,  MADE  OUT  BY  HENRY  LANGLEY  AND 
JOSEPH    HENDERSON,  THE    4tH    DAY    OF   JULY,   1840. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  President  of  the  United  States. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  Vice  President. 

Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 

Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Attorney  General. 

John  M.  Niles,    Post  Master  General. 

James  K.  Paulding,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Joel  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 

Roger   B.    Taney,    Chief   Justice   of   the   Supreme 

Court  of  the  U.  States. 
Joseph  Story, 
Henry  Baldwin, 
John  McLean, 
Smith  Thompson, 
James  M.  Wayne, 
Philip  P.  Barbour, 
John  Catron, 
John  McKinley, 

David  R.  Porter,  Governor  of  Penn'a. 

Francis  R.  Shunk,  Scy  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Almond  H.  Reed,  State  Treasurer. 

James  R.  Espy,  Auditor  General. 

Jacob  Sallade,  Surveyor  General. 

John  Klinginsmith,  Scy  Land  Office. 

Ovid  F.  Johnson,  Attorney  General. 

William  Hopkins,  of  Washington  County,  Speaker 

of  H.  R.  of  Penn'a. 
Ebenezer  Kingsbury,  of  Wayne  County,  Speaker  of 

the  Senate. 

John  B.  Gibson,  Chief  Justice  of  Penn'a. 
Molton  C.  Rogers, 


Associates. 


John  Kennedy, 
Thomas  Sergeant, 
Charles  Huston, 


Associates. 
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Nathaniel  Ewing,  President  Judge  for  the  Counties 

of  Washington,  Fayette  and  Greene. 
Mathew   McKeever,'    )   Associates  for  Washington 
Samuel  Hill,  )       Co. 


James  Buchanan,  )  Senators    of   the   United    States 
Daniel  Sturgeon,  )      from  Penn'a. 
Isaac  Leet,  Member  of  Congress  from  Washington 
County. 

John  H.   Ewing,   State  Senator   from   Washington 

County. 

William  Hopkins,  )  n^      i,  c     ^-u       t      •  i  ^ 

^        '  (  Members    of     the     Legislature 
Robert  Love,  )■      r         ttt    i  •     ^       /^ 

^         „  '  I       from  vVashmefton  Co. 

John  Park,  )  ^ 

John  Grayson,  Prothonotary  of  Washington  Co. 

George  Morrison,  Register. 

James  B.   Ruple,    Clerk  of  the  Courts  of   Quarter 

Sessions   of   the   Peace,   Oyer   &   Terminer  & 

Orphans'  Court. 
James  Brown,  Recorder  of  Deeds. 

Mathew  Linn,        )  ^  .  r     tit    i.-      . 

(  Commissioners    of     Washington 
Andrew  Shearer,  V     /-,       . 

I       County. 
James  Pollock,      ; 

James  Palmer,  Clerk  of  Commissioners. 

Zachariah  Reynolds,  County  Treasurer. 

James  Spriggs,  Sheriff  of  Washington  Co. 

John  R.  Griffith,  Coroner. 

Directors  of  the  Poor  House: 
John  Horn, 
John  Morgan, 
John  Bower. 

County  Auditors: 
Richard  Donaldson, 
Henry  Langley, 
Dickerson  Roberts. 

'  This  should  have  been  Thomas  McKeever,  not  Mathew. 


THOMAS    E.   HAZZAED, 

Admitted,  1840 ;  Died,  1S77. 

[Hulf-lone  by  Bragdou.  from  photograph  with  Jlr.  Vemon  Hazzard 

(1901),  a  grandson.] 
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Contractors  for  the  Court  House: 
Freeman  Brady,  |  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^_ 
David  White,      i 

Henry  Shearer,  for  the  Carpenter  Work. 
Alexander  Ramsey,  Cut-stone  Work. 

See  printed  catalogues  for  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  Colleges. 

Teachers  in  the  Female  Seminary: 
Miss  Sarah  Foster,  Principal 
Miss  Henrietta  Post,         ^ 
Mrs.  Abigal  Jane  Koon,   I  Assistants. 
Miss  Laura  Simon,  ) 

Clergymen  in  the  Borough  of  Washington: 
Rev'd  Daniel  Derusile,  Presbyterian. 
Rev'd  George  Holmes,  Methodist  Episcopal. 
Rev'd  Thomas  Beveridge,  Seceder. 
Rev'd  Wm.  E.  Post,  Cumberland  Presbyterian. 

Physicians  in  Washington: 
Dr.  Francis  J.  LeMoyne, 
Dr.  Samuel  Murdoch, 
Dr.  John  Wishart, 
Dr.  James  Stevens, 
Dr.  John  J.  LeMoyne, 
Dr.  Robert  McClure. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Washington: 
James  Blaine, 
George  W.  Br  ice. 

Borough  Officers: 
Robert  Officer,  Chief  Burgess. 
John  S.  Brady,  Assistant. 
Alexander  W.  Acheson, 
Peter  Wolfe, 

John  Morrow,  I  Council. 

Adam  Silvey, 
Oliver  Lindsey, 
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James  H.  Evans,  High  Constable. 
William  K.  Shannon,  Town  Clerk. 

School  Directors  of  Washington: 
Richard  B.  Chaplin, 
John  R.  Griffith, 
Dr  John  Wishart, 
Samuel  Mounts, 
Jacob  Slagle, 
Robert  Officer. 

Attorneys  at  Law  of  Washington: 
Thomas  McGiffin, 
Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan, 
John  S.  Brady, 
John  L.  Gow, 
Isaac  Leet, 

Alexander  W.  Acheson, 
Daniel  Leet, 
William  McKennan, 
James  Watson, 
William  Waugh, 
Joseph  Henderson. 

Trustees  of  the  Female  Seminary: 
Dr.  David  McConoghey,  D.D., 
Dr.  Francis  J.  LeMoyne, 
Dr.  John  Wishart, 
Joseph  Lawrence, 
Dr.  Robert  R.  Reed, 
Alexander  Sweney, 
John  Marshel, 
Jacob  Slagle, 
John  Grayson. 

Teachers  of  the  Common  Schools  in  Washington: 
Daniel  Baldwin, 
George  Freeby, 
Elizabeth  Garrett, 
Rebecca  Garrett, 


WILLIAM    MOXTGOJIEKY, 

Admitted,  1S41 ;  Died,  1870. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  with  Mr.  J.  L. 

Judson  (1851).] 
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Edward  J.  Morgan, 

Matilda  Tener, 

Sarah  C.  Hague, 

Philip  Potter — Colored  School. 

Candidates  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency  of  the  United 
States  for  1840: 
Martin  Van  Buren,  Democratic. 
William  H.  Harrison,  Whig. 
James  G.  Buruey,  Abolition. 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Democratic. 
John  Tyler,  Whig. 
Thomas  Earle,  Abolition. 

The  Sunday  Schools  of  Washington  Celebrated  the  4th  of 
July,  1840,  at  the  Presbyterian  meeting  house,  by  a  musical 
concert. 

It  was  likewise  celebrated  by  the  military  and  citizens  in 
Mounts's  woods,  1  mile  West  of  Washington. 

Market  Prices: 
Wool,  25  to  40  cts. 
Wheat,  45  cts. 
Corn,  25. 
Oats,  15. 

Coal,  6:^  per  bushel. 
Wood,  White  Oak,  $1.50  per  chord. 
Hickory,  $2  per  chord. 
Coffee,  16f  cts. 
Tea  Y.  Hyson,  75  to  $1.00. 
Salt,  $2.50  per  barrel. 
Flour,  $2.50  per  barrel. 

The  Silk  business  is  making  considerable  progress  in  the  com- 
munity. 

The  year  1840,  distinguished  for  the  number  of  political  meet- 
ings and  their  size  throughout  the  whole  of  the  U  S,  pending  the 
presidential  election;  also  the  number  of  political  debates  in 
Washington  County. 
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The  Wbig  party  had  a  very  large  meeting  at  West  Alexander 
on  the  21st  of  May,  and  the  Democratic  party  at  Washington  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1840. 

Samuel  Workman,  Post  Master  at  Washington. 

Names  of  Aged  Citizens  of  Washington: 
Henry  Arnold,  aged  99  years 


John  Wilson, 

"    77 

Jacob  Schaffer, 

"    77 

Hugh  Workman, 

"    80 

Dr.  Jno.  J.  LeMoyne, 

"    80 

William  Brackley, 

"    84 

James  Smith, 

"    77 

James  Simes, 

"    80 

Robert  Knox, 

"    77 

Isaiah  Steen, 

"    77 

Daniel  Moore, 

"    72 

Samuel  Potter, 

"    71 

Hotels: 
Mansion  House,  John  Dagg. 
Washington  Hall,  Eliza  Sweitzer. 
Washington  Inn,  Dan'l  Valentine. 
Sign  of  the  Sheep,  David  Blakely. 
Farmers  Inn,  Wm.  J.  Brown. 
Buck,  Elizabeth  Fleming. 
American,  S.  B.  Hayes. 
Paul's,  Wm.  Paul. 
Wilson's,  John  Wilson. 
National,  James  Searight. 

Alex.  Reed,  President  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington, 
John  Marshel,  Cashier, 
Sam'l  Cunningham,  Clerk, 
Daniel  Moore, —  Directors, 
Sam'l  Murdoch, 
David  Eckhert, 
James  Stevens, 
George  Black, 


ROBEET    F.   COOPER, 

Admitted,  1842 ;  Died,  iscj. 

([[iilf-toiie  h.\  Bragdoii,  from  pliotograiih  w  ith  \\  illiam  Cooper, 

a  soul 
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Jacob  Slagle, 

James  Brice, 

Th.  M.  T.  McKennan, 

Wm.  Brownlee, 

Dan'l  Houston, 

George  Wilson, 

Joseph  Clarke, 

Capital  paid  in,   $120,000. 

Jacob  Keichlin,   Grave-digger. 
Joseph  Potter,  Jailor. 
Andrew  Means,  Crier  of  the  Court. 
Wm  Hays  &  Henry  Bristor,   Constables. 
George  Cline,   Street  Commissioner. 
Thomas  S.  McKinley,  Assessor. 
John  H.  Bristor,  Collector  of  Borough  tax. 
George  W.  Brice,   Collector  of   County    &   School 
taxes. 

[List  of  other  Articles  with  the  above  Paper.] 

1.  Fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  Geographical  Survey  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  Henry  D.  Rogers,  State  Geologist: 
Harrisburg;   Holbrook,  Henlock  &  Bratton,  Printers;   1840. 

2.  Report  on  the  Finances  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  year  Eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  made 
to  the  legislature  by  the  Auditor  General,  agreeably  to  law: 
Harrisburg;  Printed  by  Elliott  &  McCurdy;    1838. 

3.  Charter  and  Ordinances  of  the  Borough  of  Washington, 
Pa.;  also  the  Supplement  to  the  Charter,  passed  the  19th  day 
of  March,  1829;  Printed  by  the  order  of  Council:  Geo.  W.  Brice, 
Printer,  Washington,  Pa.;  1836. 

4.  Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Jefferson  Col- 
lege, Canonsburg;  July,  1839:  Washington,  Pa.,  printed  by 
Thomas  W.  Grayson  &  Co. 

5.  Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Washington  Col- 
lege, Washington,  Penn'a;  For  the  year  ending  September,  1839: 
Washington,  Pa.,  printed  by  George  W.  Brice,  1839. 

6.  Issue  of  the  Weekly  Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and 
General  Prices  Current;  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  30,  1840. 

7.  Issue  of  The  Daily  Advocate  and  Advertiser;  Pittsburg, 
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Thursday,  July  2,   1840;    Edited  by  George  Parkin;    vol.  VIII, 
No.  25. 

8.  Issue  of  The  Examiner;  Published  by  T.  W.  Grayson 
&  C.  C.  Kaine;  Office,  near  theiower  end  of  Main  Street;  Wash- 
ington, Pa.,  July  4,  1840:  vol.  XXIV. —No.  3;  whole  Num- 
ber, 1203. 

9.  Issue  of  The  Washington  Reporter;  J  Bausman,  Editor; 
"One  Country,  One  Constitution,  One  Destiny."  —  Webster; 
[$2  Per  Annum,  half-yearly  in  advance];  vol.  XXXII:  Wash- 
ington, Pa.,  Saturday,  July  4,  1840;  No.  48. 

DESCRIPTION    OF    THIRD    COURT-HOUSE. 

Our  third  court-house,  as  shown  by  our  illustration,  was 
of  two  rather  high  stories,  and  was  built  of  brick.  On  the 
first  floor,  and  to  the  north  or  right  on  entering,  were  three 
offices:  First,  the  prothonotary's  office,  entered  directly  from 
the  portico  receding  from  the  supporting  columns  into  the 
building ;  then  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners,  entered 
from  the  hall;  and  next,  until  the  new  jail  and  its  additions 
were  erected  in  1868,  the  treasurer's  office,  after  that  year 
occupied  by  the  County  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools; 
and  to  each  office  there  was  attached  an  arched  vault,  in  length 
the  full  width  of  that  side  of  the  building.  To  the  south 
or  left  on  entering  were  also  three  offices:  First,  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  courts,  entered  also  from  the  portico;  next, 
the  office  of  the  register  of  wills,  entered  fi'om  the  hall;  and 
next,  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds;  each  office  on  this 
side,  also,  having  its  arched  vault,  in  length  the  full  width 
of  that  side  of  the  building. 

The  court-room  was  on  the  second  floor,  and  was  reached 
from  the  hall  below  by  a  broad  winding  stairway  on  each 
side,  meeting  at  the  front  on  a  platform  above,  from  which 
was  the  entrance  to  the  court-room  by  a  large  double  door. 

The  seats  for  the  public  were  pew-like  affairs,  run  en- 
tirely across  the  building,  except  for  the  aisles,  and  those 
in  the  rear  higher,  to  overlook  those  in  front.  They  faced 
the  bench,   which  was   at  the  west    end  of  the  room,    with 
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two  windows  on  each  Bide  of  it.  On  the  north  side,  or  to 
the  left  of  the  bench,  for  a  long  period,  was  the  jury-box, 
seemingly  patterned  after  the  one  in  the  second  court-house, 
being  one  inclosed  box,  high  in  the  rear  but  open  in  front, 
containing  the  seats  of  the  jurymen.  The  bar  occupied  the 
space  in  fi'ont  of  the  bench,  and  parties  interested,  and  wit- 
nesses and  jurymen  not  in  the  box,  were  admitted  to  seats 
to  the  right  of  the  bench  and  opposite  the  jury-box;  and 
a  railing  separated  the  general  public  from  the  portion  occu- 
pied by  the  bench  and  bar,  jurymen,  parties,  and  witnesses. 

Prior  to  1868  there  were  but  two  jury-rooms,  both  being 
in  front  of  and  entered  directly  from  the  court-room ;  one  in 
the  north  corner  of  the  building,  over  the  prothonotary's 
office,  and  the  other  in  the  south  corner,  over  the  clerk's  office. 
But  one  of  the  additions  made  with  the  new  jail  of  1868  was  a 
third  jury-room,  adjoining  and  north  of  the  court  library,  and 
immediately  over  the  new  sheriff's  office  below,  which  opened 
directly  into  the  main  jail  building.  This  jury-room,  as  well 
as  the  court  library,  was  reached  by  a  door  from  the  court- 
room to  the  left  of  the  bench,  and  this  in  time  sent  the  jury- 
box  across  to  the  right  side  of  the  bench. 

It  must  be  said,  further,  of  this  old  court-house,  described 
somewhat  in  detail  to  give  to  those  who  are  to  come  after  us 
an  idea  of  what  it  was  like,  that  its  outside  was  not  without 
taste,  nor  crude  and  unpleasant  in  appearance,  and  that  its 
court-room  was  simply  perfect  in  acoustic  quality ;  yet  its  pub- 
lic offices,  especially  those  of  the  prothonotary,  clerk,  and 
recorder  of  deeds,  were  so  small  as  to  make  it  inconvenient  to 
do  business  in  them,  and  there  was  not  a  vault  in  the  entire 
building  affording  protection  to  the  dockets  and  records,  the 
accumulations  of  more  than  a  century.  But  there  was  a  cellar, 
into  which  the  overflow  could  be  dropped  ! 

What  became  of  the  statue  of  George  Washington,  when 
it  came  down  from  the  top  of  the  dome  in  1898  ?  One  of  the 
knees  had  become  badly  affected  by  a  kind  of  necrosis,  but  the 
body  still  maintained  its  erect  position,  as  it  had  stood  over- 
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looking  the  town  for  sixty  years.  On  its  removal  it  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Charles  Hallam,  aud,  strengthened  in  its 
legs  and  clothed  in  a  new  suit  of  paint,  it  now  stands  on  Mr. 
Hallam's  lawn  at  the  corner  of  Locust  and  Highland  Avenues. 

And  the  clock  with  the  three  faces,  one  to  the  north,  one 
to  the  east,  and  the  third  to  the  south,  for  ten  years  or  so 
lighted  at  night  by  electric  lights  behind  them?  That  clock 
cost  about  $1,000;  it  belonged  to  and  was  kept  in  order  by  the 
borough  of  Washington,  and  after  its  removal  it  was  sold  by 
the  borough  to  Mr.  James  McCuUough,  Jr.,  of  Kittanning, 
Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  who  has  since  taken  it 
from  Washington  and  devoted  it  to  private  uses. 

And  the  bell,  which  not  only  announced  the  hours  indi- 
cated by  the  clock,  but  for  sixty  years  had  called  the  bench 
and  bar  together  for  business  ?  It  was  no  doubt  the  same  bell 
that  had  come  down  from  the  belfry  of  the  old  second  coui-t- 
house  in  1840.  At  all  events,  when  taken  from  its  old  home, 
its  old  uses  were  ended,  aud  it  was  bought  from  the  county  by 
Mr.  E.  E.  Crumrine,  burgess  of  South  Washington,  for  the 
school  building  of  that  borough,  now  on  the  corner  of  Elm 
and  Huston  Streets,  whence  its  familiar  tones  may  still  be 
heard  in  its  new  calling. 

So  much  for  Washington  County's  third  court-house,  com- 
pleted upon  the  public  square  in  1842,  and  obliterated  there- 
from in  1898. 


ALEXANDER    MUEDOCH, 

Admitted,  1&13. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdoii,  from  photograph  with  Mr.  John  H. 

Murdoch  (1873),  a  son.] 
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After  the  Revolutionary  AVar,  finally  terminating  on  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  on  October  1!),  1781,  the 
United  States  of  America  was  at  peace  with  the  world,  so  far 
as  the  battles  of  armies  and  navies  were  conceiuied,  except  for 
the  brush  with  England,  the  mother  country,  during  the  brief 
War  of  1812,  and  the  longer  contest  of  the  war  with  Mexico 
of  1845,  until  the  well-remembered  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
beginning  with  the  seizure  of  Fort  Sumter  on  April  14, 
1861,  and  ending  with  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  at  Appo- 
mattox on  April  9,  1865.  No  one  of  these  wars  until  the  last 
can  fairly  be  said  to  have  shaken  up  the  people  of  the  whole 
country,  to  teach  them  of  what  manner  of  men  they  were,  and 
the  sixteen  years  elapsing  after  the  Mexican  War  had  allowed 
the  people  to  settle  down  into  the  conservative  ways  of  quiet 
and  peaceful,  though  progressive,  growth.  They  were  yet  to 
be  awakened. 

To  indicate  the  financial  business  of  Washington  County  be- 
fore this  awakening,  and  to  permit  a  comparison  to  be  made  with 
a  similar  statement  of  the  public  business  in  the  year  1900, 
forty  years  later,  to  be  found  toward  the  end  of  this  volume, 
we  here  copy  from  the  published  Auditor's  Report,  appearing 
in  the  Washington  Reporter  in  its  issue  of  February  7,  1861 : 

An  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditpeks  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Pennsylvania,  Commencing  January,  1860, 
and  Ending  December  31,   1860,  Inclusive. 

Commissioners'  Account, 
expenses  of  court. 

Grand  jurors'  fees __ $410  76 

Traverse  jurors' fees 1,553  7-1 

Summoning  j  urors 93  00 

79 
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Boarding  jurors  _ _ ^16  80 

David  Aiken,  clerk 182  88 

Jas.  B.  Ruple,  prothonotary  .  _ 23  25 

W.  S.  Moore,  prothonotary,  1855-56-57.  169  06 

Alex.  Wilson,  district  attorney 215  62 

N.  McGiffin,   sheriff _ . .  39  37 

C.  v.  Grier,  crier  of  court. 95  00 

Tipstaves. 311  50 

Constables'  returns 56  38 

Justices' fees  in  Commonwealth  cases 44  95 

Constables'  fees  in  Commonwealth  cases.  292  14 

Witnesses' fees  in  Commonwealth  cases..  543  30 


SUMMAEY    PROSECUTIONS. 

Justices' fees _      ^97  60 

Constables'  fees 93  28 

CORONEKS'    INQUESTS. 

Coroners',  justices' and  jurors' fees $55  10 

Post-mortem  examinations _ 45  00 


EXPENSES    OF   JAIL. 

Medical  attendance $8  00 

Jailor... _ __  200  00 

Guarding  jail _ _ .  _  83  00 

Ironing  prisoners 2  25 

Clothing  prisoners 20  11 

Washing  for  prisoners 25  00 

Incidental  expenses  .. 35  93 

Boarding  and  jail  fees 780  87 

Arresting  prisoners  who  broke  jail 44  50 

Coal  for  jail 93  93 

PENITENTIARY. 

Maintenance  of  convicts 1320  03 

Conveying  convicts 300  00 


$4,047  75 


$190  88 


$100  10 


$1,293  59 


1620  03 


THOMAS    H.   BAIKD,  JB., 

Admitted,  1846 ;  Died,  1899. 
[Half-tone  by  Bragdou,  from  photograph  with  Mrs.  Baird,  surviving.] 
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HOUSE    OF    REFUGE. 

Maintenance  of  inmates $580  73 

Conveying  inmates 12  00 


PENNSYLVANIA    HOSPITAL. 

Maintenance  and  medical  attendance $567  91 

Alms-house 3,332  09 


ELECTIONS. 

Election  ofBcers,  etc $2,957  76 

David  Aiken,  recording  returns 73  12 

J.  B.  Ruple,  recording  returns 172  25 

W.  S.  Moore,  recording  returns  '55,  '56, 

'57. 311   00 

Sheriff's  proclamation 251  25 

Election  blanks 43  50 


ASSESSMENTS. 

Assessors'  pay $1,086  67 

Printing  assessors'  blanks 10  00 


ROADS    AND    BRIDGES. 

Road  and  bridge  views $471  50 

Road  damages 2,426  75 

David  Aiken,  clerk 55  95 

Bridges,  built  and  rebuilt 4,913  37 

Bridges  repaired 420  00 

Bridge  advertisements 20  90 


REPAIRS    TO    PUBLIC    BUILDINGS. 

Court-house $85  51 

Sheriff's  house 16  47 

Jail 38  11 


$592  73 


$3,900  00 


$1,096  67 


$8,307  57 


$140  09 
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BOOKS    AND    STATIONERY. 

Dockets  for  offices _ $86  75 

Assessors',  collectors'  and  school  dupli- 
cates   48  90 

Stationery  for  court-room  and  commis- 
sioners'oftice 55  29 


PEEMIUII    AND    INTEREST. 

Premium  for  par  funds  _ $27  06 

Interest  on  money  borrowed  by  directors 

of  poor 31  32 


COAL    AND    GAS. 

Coal  for  court-room  and  commissioners' 

office $39  92 

Gas  for  court-room 32  60 

Gas  for  commissioner's  office _  17  80 

Repairs  to  gas  fixtures 5  80 

commissioners'  pay. 

Jos.  Vankirk,  in  office $186  00 

Roads  and  bridges 97  00 

O.  P.  Cook,  in  office $204  00 

Roads  and  bridges 111  50 

G.  Taylor,  in  office $206  00 

Roads  and  bridges 119  00 

J.  S.  Elliott,  in  office.. $25  00 

Roads  and  bridges 27  50 


$190  94 


$58  38 


$96  12 


$283  00 


$315  50 


$325  00 


$52  50 


Alex.  Murdoch,  counsel  to  commissioners  $25  00 

Jno.  Grayson,  auditing  dockets 15  00 


DAVID    S.   WILSON, 

Admitted,  18-49. 
[Half-tone  by  Biagdon,  from  photograph  ivith  the  author.] 
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Clerk  to  commissiouers 

Florence  Agricultural  Society,  1859 

Washington  Agricultural  Society,  1859.. 

Hope  Fire  Company 

Postage 

Jas.  Watson,  professional  services 

Cost  on  retailers'  licenses 

A.  J.  Greenfield,  compromise 

N.  McGiffin,   bringing  prisoners  on  Gov- 
ernor's requisition 

J.  M.  Byers,  arresting  horse  thief 

Publishing  receipts  and  expenditures 

Publishing  Treasurer's  notice  to  taxables 

Publishing  Collateral  inheritance  tax 

Publishing  Treasurer's  notice' to  collectors 

Janitor 

Miscellaneous 

INTEEEST    AND    COST    ON    COUNTY    BONDS. 

Judgments  in  U.  S.  Court $14,176  63 

Coupons  paid  at  Treasury 16,674  56 

$30,851   19 

Whole  amount  of  Commissioner's  account  $58,227  82 

Amount  paid  by  Treasurer  on  commis- 
sioners' checks  and  certificates  of 
clerk  of  Quarter  Sessions 149,699  20 

Amount  of  outstanding  checks  and  cer- 
tificates   8,528  62 

$58,227  82 

The  undersigned  commissioners  of  Washington  County  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the 
said  county  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1860. 

O.  P.  Cook. 
G.  Taylor. 
J.  S.  Elliott. 
Samuel  Linton,  Clerk. 
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—  In  connection  with  the  foregoing,  we  copy  from  the  Audi- 
tor's report  upon  the  account  of  John  E.  Bell,  county  treasurer, 
a  portion  showing  the  tax-levy  for  1860  for  the  several  town- 
ships and  boroughs: 

TAX-LEVY    FOE    1860. 

STATE.  COUNTY. 

Allen $244  02      $407  17 

Amwell 1,256  46  2,137  99 

Baffalo 1,062  13  1,794  44 

Beallsville  Borough 100  34        172  73 

Cecil 747  60  1,258  16 

Claysville  Borough 82  40        150  95 

Cross  Creek 818  26  1,374  18 

Canonsburg  Borough 210  59        364  80 

Chartiers... 1,003  33  1,657  27 

Carroll 616  31  1,070  49 

Canton 535  55        907  60 

California  Borough 68  66        125  74 

Donegal. 1,039  72  1,760  62 

East  Pike  Run 370  45        619  29 

East  Finley 576  55        997  81 

East  Bethlehem 760  85  1,288  35 

Franklin.    ._ -..  978  13  1,635  74 

Fallowlield... 540  59        916  36 

Greenfield  Borough 67  65        125  55 

Hopewell.- 58146        979  42 

Hanover 1,269  61  2,140  70 

Independence. 674  85  1,143  19 

JefEerson 534  67        908  89 

Millsboro 56  90        103  33 

Morris 716  43  1,205  83 

Mt.  Pleasant.... 1,057  84  1,770  72 

Monongahela  City 26160        465  23 

North  Strabane 906  26  1,520  71 

Nottingham 508  29        873  69 

Peters. 633  95  1,067  36 

Robinson 556  18  1,103  16 

Smith 1,010  75  1,70108 

South  Strabane... 86105  1,465  57 


EOBEKT    M.   GIBSON, 

Admitted,  1S53;  Died,  1S82. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdoii,  from  pliotograph  with  Mrs.  Gibson, 

surviving.] 
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Somerset $913  75  $1,529  55 

Union 474  68        852  17 

West  Middletown  Borough...  114  90        202  33 

West  Brownsville  Borough...  132  04        247  54 

WestFinley 517  69        894  33 

West  Pike  Run 475  56        796  30 

Washington  Boro.,  W.  Ward.  634  42     1,099  68 

Washington  Boro.,  E.    Ward.  1,009  28     1,662  21 

West  Bethlehem 1,335  62     2,261  56 


Amount  of  state  levy.. $26,317  37 

Total  amount  of  county  levy  for  1 860 44, 759  79 


VI. 

OUR   FOURTH   AND   LAST   COURT-HOUSE. 

The  court-house  and  other  public  buildings  completed  in 
the  year  1900,  and  on  November  17th  of  that  year  dedicated 
to  public  uses  as  a  Temple  of  Justice,  occupy  the  whole  of  the 
public  square  conveyed  by  David  Hoge  to  James  Edgar  and 
others  in  trust  for  such  uses,  by  his  deed  of  October  18, 
1781,  recorded  in  Deed  Book  B,  vol.  1,  page  39;  save  that,  for 
their  erection  in  the  form  and  position  desired,  a  strip  of 
twenty  feet  in  width  was  taken  from  the  south  side  of  the  lot, 
to  increase  the  width  of  Cherry  Alley,  now  called  Cherry 
Avenue,  and  on  the  west  side  there  was  added  to  the  lot  a  strip 
of  one  hundred  feet  in  width,  taken  by  condemnation  proceed- 
ings in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  No.  80,  May  Term 
1898,  from  the  estate  of  James  W.  Kuntz  and  the  borough  of 
Washington;  so  that  the  lot  as  now  wholly  occupied  by  the 
new  public  buildings  and  improvements  has  a  frontage  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  on  Main  Street,  and  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  feet  on  Beau  Street  on  the  north  and  on 
Cherry  Avenue  on  the  south. 

APPROVAL   OF   THE   PLANS. 

The  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  April  19,  1895,  P.  L. 
38,  provided  that: 

"  Whenever  the  commissioners  of  any  county  are  author- 
ized and  required  to  erect  a  court-house,  jail,  or  other  county 
building,  they  shall  submit  the  plans  and  specifications 
adopted  by  them  to  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  proper  county,  for  their  approval;  and  when  it  is 
obtained  they  shall  let  the  work  by  contract  to  the  lowest  and 
best  bidder,  after  three  weeks'  public  notice  in  two  newspapers 
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published  in  the  county,  which  contract  or  contracts  shall  be 
made  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  said  judges." 

Oo  November  16,  1897,  McCollum  &  Ely,  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania;  Eankin  &  Kellogg,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania; F.  C.  Saner,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  F.  J.  Oster- 
ling,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  William  Kauffman,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania;  and  John  W.  Tester,  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  jointly  with  Orff  &  Guilbert,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  entered  into  a  written  contract  with  the  commis- 
sioners to  furnish,  severally,  on  or  before  December  28,  1897, 
preliminary  plans  and  specifications  for  a  new  court-house 
and  a  new  jail,  with  pei'spective  views  of  front  and  side  ele- 
vations. 

From  the  preliminary  plans  and  specifications  submitted 
by  these  six  competing  architects  under  the  foregoing  contract, 
the  county  commissioners  having  selected  those  of  Mr.  F.  J. 
Osterling,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  as  the  most  satisfactory, 
on  April  4,  1898,  they  presented  their  petition  to  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  for  the  approval  thereof,  under  the  provisions 
of  said  act  of  April  19,  1895,  P.  L.  38.  Thereupon  the  court 
made  an  order  "that  Monday,  April  11,  1898,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  be  fixed  as  the  time  when  the  county  commissioners  and 
any  person  or  persons  interested  will  be  heard  on  the  question 
whether  said  plans  shall  be  approved  or  not;  and  it  is  further 
ordered  that  the  plans  be  kept  in  some  convenient  place  in 
the  court-house,  for  the  inspection  of  those  interested,  from 
this  day  until  the  day  of  hearing." 

PETITION    OF    THE     COMMISSIONERS. 

At  the  date  and  time  of  hearing  the  question  raised  upon 
said  petition,  the  county  commissioners,  by  the  county  solic- 
itor, Mr.  James  Q.  McGifiin,  presented  the  following  addi- 
tional statement  and  petition,  filed  with  their  former  petition 
to  No.  147  February  term,  1897,  Q.  S.: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Judges,  etc.,  of  Washington  County: 
The  commissioners  of  the  said  county,  in  connection  with 
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the  matter  of  the  submissiou  to  your  Honors  for  approval,  of 
the  plans  which  have  been  prepared  for  the  new  court-house 
and  jail,  beg  leave  to  present  for  the  information  of  the  court, 
the  following  statement  of  the  ideas  which  have  governed 
their  action  respecting  these  plans: 

The  project  of  erecting  new  public  buildings  was  first  laid 
before  the  grand  jury  at  February  term,  1897.  After  inves- 
tigation and  consideration  the  grand  jury  made  a  presentment 
to  the  court  in  favor  of  such  erection.  At  the  next  term  the 
matter  came  before  the  grand  jury  then  serving,  and  that  body 
took  similar  action.  The  court,  on  May  24,  1897,  approved 
the  action  of  the  grand  juries,  and  it  thereupon  became  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  present 
to  the  court  plans  for  the  proposed  buildings.  From  that  time 
until  the  present  this  subject  has  received  their  constant  and 
close  attention.  To  enable  them  to  perform  properly  their 
duty  in  the  premises,  they  have  devoted  to  the  matter  a  very 
great  amount  of  thought  and  study,  and  have  made  diligent 
inquiry  and  investigation  as  to  the  various  questions  involved 
in  a  determination  of  the  needs  to  be  provided  for  in  erecting 
these  buildings,  and  the  style  and  manner  of  buildings  that 
would  be  required  to  meet  such  needs. 

Each  step  in  the  proceedings  above  referred  to  was  of 
course  known  to  the  people  of  the  county  as  it  was  taken,  and 
the  commissioners,  from  the  taking  of  the  first  step,  have  made 
it  their  business  to  inquire  for,  receive  and  carefully  consider 
the  views  of  representative  men  all  over  the  county.  That 
buildings  much  in  advance  of  the  present  court-house  and  jail 
are  required,  is  very  genei-ally  agreed,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  no  opposition  was  presented  by  citizens  before  either 
of  the  grand  juries  which  passed  upon  the  matter.  But  con- 
siderable difference  of  opinion  appeared  to  exist  respecting 
the  amount  of  money  which  ought  to  be  spent  upon  their 
erection.  On  the  one  hand  efforts  were  made  to  convince  the 
commissioners  that  the  present  and  prospective  needs  of  the 
county  required  buildings  that  would  cost  fi-om  $800,000  to 
$1,000,000;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that 
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not  more  tlian  $250,000  to  $300,000  would  be  adequate  to 
meet  all  requirements. 

To  enable  them  to  decide  between  these  conflicting  views 
and  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion,  the  commissioners  studied, 
not  only  the  situation  in  this  county,  as  to  the  present  and 
prospective  development  of  the  public  business,  but  also  the 
experience  of  other  counties  in  connection  with  their  court- 
houses and  jails.  As  a  result  of  very  careful  and  long-con- 
tinued deliberation,  they  came  to  a  decision  that,  to  meet 
properly  the  necessary  demands  to  be  provided  for,  would 
require  buildings  costing,  complete  and  furnished,  about 
$500,000;  and  after  selecting  as  their  architect,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Osterling,  of  Pittsburg,  they  entered  into  a  contract  with  him 
stipulating  that  said  architect  should  prepare  plans  and  speci- 
fications for  the  "  court-house  and  jail,  with  all  necessary  and 
proper  appurtenances,  fixtures,  and  furniture  not  movable,  in 
and  about  the  same,  that  will  contribute  to  the  perfection, 
completion,  use  and  enjoyment  thereof;  which  court-house 
and  jail,  with  appurtenances,  fixtures,  etc.,  aforesaid,  when 
fully  completed,  shall  not  involve  a  total  expenditure  or  cost 
exceeding  $425,000." 

Carrying  out  the  instructions  thus  given  him,  the  archi- 
tect has,  after  extended  study  and  frequent  consultations  with 
the  commissioners,  prepared  the  plans  submitted  to  the  court, 
and  his  estimate  of  the  cost  of  building  in  accordance  with 
them  is,  that  it  will  come  within  the  limit  prescribed  by  the 
commissioners  in  their  instructions  to  him.  The  commission- 
ers do  not  intend  to  go  beyond  the  figures  named,  and  intend, 
if  these  plans  are  approved,  to  make  the  contract  price  come 
within  the  limits  specified. 

In  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  such  buildings  as  have 
been  planned  for  are  requisite,  the  commissioners  have  been 
influenced  by  a  consideration  of  the  remarkable  rate  at  which 
the  public  business  to  be  provided  for  by  the  court-house  has 
been  growing,  and  the  marked  increase  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  demands  made  upon  our  jail  facilities.     A  few  facts 
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and  figures,  illustrative  of  these  subjects,  will  now  be  pre- 
sented : 

Washington  County  was  erected  by  the  act  of  March  28, 
1781.  At  the  end  of  the  first  one  hundred  years  of  its  exist- 
ence its  population,  according  to  the  United  States  census, 
taken  in  1880,  was  55,418.  In  the  succeeding  ten  years  the 
population  increased  more  than  twenty-eight  per  cent,  the 
census  of  1890  showing  the  number  of  inhabitants  to  be 
71,155.  At  the  present  time  it  is  believed,  judging  from  the 
vote  cast  at  recent  elections,  to  be  about  or  not  far  fi-om 
90,000.  The  increase  in  the  first  seventeen  years  of  the 
county's  second  century  has  thus  been  about  sixty-two  per 
cent. 

The  public  business  of  the  county  would  naturally  be  ex- 
pected to  increase  in  at  least  an  equal  ratio.  But  other 
elements  than  mere  increase  in  population  enter  into  the 
question.  The  county  has  become  the  seat  of  a  very  con- 
siderable industrial  and  commercial  development  which  has 
caused  the  business  transacted  in  the  court-house  to  increase 
faster  than  the  population.  An  examination  of  the  records  of 
some  of  the  offices  will  sufficiently  show  this. 

For  example,  in  the  recorder's  office  on  March  28,  1881, 
there  were  filled  up  one  hundred  sixteen  and  a  third  deed 
books  and  nine  mortgage  books.  (For  the  first  sixty  years 
mortgages  were  recorded  in  deed  books.)  The  deeds  and 
mortgages  since  that  date  will  fill  a  fraction  over  ninety-nine 
deed  books  and  a  fraction  over  thirty-eight  mortgage  books. 
These  figures  show  that  more  business  was  done  in  this  office 
during  the  past  seventeen  years  than  in  all  the  preceding  one 
hundred  years  ;  but  they  do  not  tell  the  whole  story.  Not 
only  are  certain  things  (other  than  mortgages)  which  were 
formerly  entered  in  deed  books  entered  now  in  separate  record 
books,  but  the  average  size  of  the  deed  and  mortgage  books 
used  in  the  last  seventeen  years  is  considerably  larger  than 
the  average  size  of  those  used  in  the  first  one  hundred  years. 

In  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Court  there  were 
filled  on  March  28,  1881,  about  fifteen  and  one-fourth  of  the 
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books  designated  as  Orphans'  Court  Dockets.  There  will  be 
occupied,  when  the  records  of  the  last  term's  work  are  all 
written  up,  about  twenty-seven  and  one-half  such  dockets. 
Partition  proceedings  were  formerly  entered  in  this  docket, 
but  in  1890  a  separate  set  of  partition  dockets  was  started,  of 
which  about  one  and  one-half  books  are  occupied,  and  these 
should  be  taken  into  account.  "VVe  have  then  fifteen  and  one- 
fourth  dockets  filled  in  the  first  one  hundred  years,  and  nearly 
fourteen  in  the  first  seventeen  years  of  the  second  century. 
Here,  again,  it  should  be  remarked  that  the  average  size  of 
the  latter  is  greater  than  the  average  size  of  the  former.  The 
percentage  of  increase  shown  by  these  figures  corresponds 
pretty  closely  with  those  taken  from  the  recorder's  office. 

In  the  prothonotary's  office,  down  to  1881,  there  were  filled 
ujJ  fifty-four  appearance  dockets  and  one  and  one-fourth  equity 
dockets.  (A  separate  equity  docket  was  not  commenced  till 
1848.)  From  1881  to  1898  there  have  been  filled  twenty- 
eight  and  one-fourth  appearance  dockets,  five  and  one-fourth 
D.  S.  B.  dockets  (a  separate  docket  for  judgment  notes  having 
been  started  in  1893),  and  three  and  one-fourth  equity  dock- 
ets. The  same  remark  made  with  respect  to  other  offices,  as 
to  an  increase  in  the  average  size  of  record  books,  applies  here 
also.  There  are  also  various  matters,  such  as  naturalizations, 
acknowledgments  of  sheriffs'  deeds,  etc.,  formerly  entered  in 
the  appearance  docket,  that  for  some  time  have  had  separate 
books  provided  for  them.  Taking  these  matters  into  account, 
to  say  nothing  of  entirely  new  records  which  acts  of  assembly 
have  from  time  to  time  in  recent  years  required  to  be  kept, 
it  is  entirely  safe  to  say  that  the  business  of  this  office  for  the 
past  seventeen  years  has  been  very  close  in  volume  to  that  of 
all  the  preceding  one  hundred  years. 

The  records  of  the  register's  office  do  not  show  so  large  an 
increase  of  business  as  appears  in  the  other  offices  above  men- 
tioned. There  has  been  since  1881  an  increase  of  about  sixty 
per  cent  in  the  number  of  will  books  in  the  office,  and  the 
number  of  administration  bonds  recorded  in  the  bond  books 
during  the  same  period  has  been  about  forty-five  per  cent  of 
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the  number  recorded  in  the  one  hundred  years  prior  to  1881. 
With  regard  to  this  office,  however,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  there  has  not  been  time  yet  for  the  results  of  the  recent 
growtli  of  the  county's  population  to  show  themselves  fully. 
The  number  of  estates  to  be  settled  depends  upon  the  number 
of  deaths,  and  the  coming  of  new  population  into  the  county 
does  not  add  anything  to  the  register's  business  until  the  new 
residents  begin  to  die  off,  while  their  coming  in  and  engaging 
in  the  affairs  of  life  at  once  makes  business  for  other  offices. 
The  business  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  it  will  be  noticed,  has 
grown  more  rapidly  than  that  of  the  register's  office.  This  is 
evidently  because  the  business  and  material  development  of 
the  county  has  promoted  greater  subdivision  of  land,  greatly 
increasing  the  number  of  Orphans'  Court  sales  by  guardians 
and  trustees,  and  in  other  ways  has  caused  a  greater  number 
of  matters  connected  with  a  single  estate  to  come  before  the 
court  than  was  formerly  usual. 

In  the  commissioners'  own  office  there  has  been  quite 
a  growth  of  records,  and  these  exhibit  another  striking  illus- 
tration of  the  county's  development.  In  1880  there  were  in 
the  county  thirty-one  townships,  one  city,  and  ten  boroughs. 
Of  the  incorporated  municipalities,  but  two  were  divided  into 
wards,  Washington  having  four  and  Monongahela  City  three. 
This  made  forty-seven  tax  districts,  for  which  separate  assess- 
ment books  had  to  be  kept.  Since  1880  two  townships  have 
been  divided,  making  the  total  number  thirty  -  three,  and 
eighteen  new  boroughs  have  been  incorporated.  Another 
borough  has  been  divided  into  two  wards.  The  result  is  that 
there  are  now  sixty-eight  tax  districts.  Down  to  the  year 
1880  but  five  of  the  townships  had  been  divided  into  voting 
precincts,  and  none  of  the  wards  of  municipalities  had  been 
so  divided.  The  total  number  of  voting  precincts  was  then 
fifty,  whereas  at  the  present  time  there  are  one  hundred  and 
two.  The  number  of  registry  books  for  1898  is  therefore 
more  than  double  the  number  for  1880.  The  books  and 
records  of  the  office  have  so  increased  in  number  that  only 
those  of   the   last  three  or  four   years    can   be  kept  where 
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they  are  accessible  for  examination,  the  others  having  to  be 
boxed  up  and  stored  away,  principally  in  the  cellar  of  the 
building,  although  frequently  some  of  them  are  called  for, 
especially  in  connection  with  applications  to  the  national 
government  for  pensions. 

The  present  and  prospective  development  of  business  in 
the  various  offices  above  illustrated  means  that  largely  in- 
creased room  must  be  provided  for  the  storage  and  safe- 
keeping of  record  books  and  file  papers,  and  that  the  working 
space  for  the  office  force  —  for  attorneys  having  occasion 
to  examine  records,  and  for  the  transaction  of  business  with 
the  public  —  must  be  on  a  considerably  larger  scale  than 
at  present.  The  accommodations  for  a  long  time  past  have 
been  lamentably  inadequate. 

As  to  the  noted  change  in  the  number  of  sessions  of  court, 
and  the  accommodations  necessary  therefor,  it  seems  unneces- 
sary to  go  into  detail.  Everything  connected  with  this  is  so 
fully  within  the  personal  knowledge  of  your  Honors  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  enlighten  you  with  respect  thereto. 

The  illustrations  above  given  of  the  growth  of  public  busi- 
ness are  sufficient  to  indicate  the  absolute  necessity  of  taking 
particular  care  to  avoid  a  failure  to  make  adequate  provision 
for  the  requirements  of  the  future.  It  is  not  enough  to  erect 
a  court-house  that  would  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
present;  the  increased  business  of  coming  years  must  be 
provided  for.  It  would  be  folly  to  erect  a  building  which, 
before  a  single  generation  runs  its  course,  would  prove  inade- 
quate, and  have  to  be  replaced  with  a  larger  structure.  And. 
judging  from  the  past,  even  if  we  were  to  assume  that  the 
ratio  of  increase  in  the  years  that  are  before  us  will  not  be 
so  great  as  that  of  the  past  seventeen  years,  a  liberal  allow- 
ance for  future  growth  of  business  is  essential  if  the  result 
referred  to  is  to  be  avoided.  Experience  in  other  counties 
seems  to  show  that  there  is  greater  danger  of  underestimat- 
ing than  of  overestimating  the  future  demands.  As  more 
fully  appears  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Clarke  hereto  appended. 
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the  court-house  at  Pittsburg,  which  when  erected  was  sup- 
posed to  be  fully  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  next  fifty 
years,  is  already  overtaxed,  and  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  provide  additional  accommodations  in  the  very  near 
future. 

Turning  now  to  a  consideration  of  the  jail,  it  may  be 
said,  that  along  with  the  industrial  development  and  increase 
of  population  above  referred  to,  there  has  come  about  a 
change,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  the  character  of  the  popu- 
lation; that  is  to  say,  there  is  naturally  a  very  much  larger 
element  of  what  may  be  termed  criminal  population  now  than 
when  the  country  was  an  almost  purely  agricultural  region. 
And  this  criminal  element  is  increasing,  and  is  certain  to  con- 
tinue to  increase,  along  with  the  further  growth  of  population. 
The  accommodations  afforded  by  the  present  jail  have  for  a 
long  time  been  overtaxed,  although  it  is  only  thirty  years 
since  that  jail  was  erected.  A  large  part  of  the  time  the  num- 
ber of  prisoners  confined  in  it  is  from  two  to  three  times  the 
number  which  it  is  capable  of  accommodating,  the  law  on  the 
subject  being  complied  with. 

The  facts  and  figures  above  presented  seem,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  commissioners,  to  demonstrate  that  the  court-house 
and  jail  which  they  have  planned  for  are  none  too  large,  and 
do  not  exceed,  either  in  their  dimensions  or  in  the  accommoda- 
tions they  will  afford,  the  absolute  requirements  of  the  case, 
taking  into  consideration  that  these  buildings  are  to  be  con- 
structed to  meet  the  needs  not  simply  of  the  present  year,  but 
of  the  coming  century. 

As  to  the  style  and  manner  of  construction,  it  is  believed 
that  these  plans  do  not  involve  extravagance  or  unnecessary 
expenditure.  Such  buildings  as  these  should  be  substantial 
in  their  construction,  and  as  nearly  fire-proof  as  possible ;  and 
while  unnecessary  ornamentation  should  be  avoided,  the  archi- 
tectural style  and  finish  ought  to  be  such  that  the  people  of 
Washington  County  will  not  be  ashamed  of  the  appearance  of 
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the  buildings.  The  aim  has  been  to  have  the  plans  conform 
to  these  principles,  and  the  commissioners  feel  that  it  will  be 
found  upon  a  study  of  them  that  this  aim  has  been  success- 
fully carried  out. 

The  idea  has  been  advanced,  by  some  persons  inclined  to 
oppose  the  expenditure  of  as  much  money  as  the  commission- 
ers have  deemed  necessary,  that  the  county  ought  not  to  be 
any  more  extravagant  in  connection  with  erecting  its  buildings 
than  an  individual  would  be  in  putting  up  a  building  for  him- 
self. The  principle  thus  suggested  is  accepted  as  correct;  but 
what  are  the  facts  ?  The  present  valuation  of  property  taxable 
for  county  purposes  is  $46,177,941,  as  returned  by  assessors 
(this  does  not  include  over  $6,000,000  taxable  for  state  pur- 
poses, three-fourths  of  the  tax  upon  which  is  returned  to  the 
county  treasurer  for  county  purposes),  and  the  proposed  cost 
of  these  buildings  is  to  be  about  one  per  cent  of  that  sum. 
Would  an  individual  expending  one  to  one  and  one-fourth  per 
cent  of  his  wealth  in  the  erection  of  a  residence,  or  of  a  build- 
ing in  which  to  carry  on  his  business,  be  regarded  as  extrava- 
gant, the  structure  being  no  larger  than  the  needs  of  his 
family  or  of  his  business  required?  The  property  valued  for 
county  taxation  is,  however,  not  the  only  thing  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  inasmuch  as  three-fourths  of  the  state  tax  upon 
money  at  interest  is  returned  by  the  state  to  the  county 
treasury. 

In  order  that  additional  light  might  be  thrown  upon  the 
matter  under  consideration,  the  commissioners  employed  Mr. 
S.  C  Clarke,  the  official  stenographer  of  the  courts  of  this 
county,  to  go  into  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Westmoreland,  and 
Allegheny  to  gather  facts  and  statistics  respecting  their  pub- 
lic buildings  recently  erected  or  about  to  be  erected,  and  ob- 
tain by  interviewing  county  officials  such  information  and 
opinions  as  they  might,  in  the  light  of  their  experience,  be  able 
to  give  him.     His  report  is  hereto  appended  as  a  part  hereof. 

After  the  commissioners  had  made  known  the  instructions 
given  by  them  to  their  architect,  it  came  to  their  knowledge 
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that  certain  persons  had  prepared  and  sent  out,  all  over  the 
county,  petitions  or  protests  against  the  expenditure  by  them 
of  more  than  $250,000,  with  a  request  that  these  be  signed 
and  forwarded  to  the  commissioners.  A  copy  of  the  form  of 
the  petition  so  sent  out,  with  the  accompanying  circular,  is 
hereto  appended.  Deeming  it  their  duty  to  have  regard  to 
the  opinions  and  desires  of  the  tax-payers  of  the  county  upon 
this  subject,  the  commissioners  waited  to  see  what  the  people 
would  do.  Up  to  date  there  have  been  received  but  seven  of 
these  petitions,  to  which  are  appended  altogether  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  names,  the  majority  of  which  are  from 
a  single  section  of  the  county.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
protest  therein  contained  relates  solely  to  the  court-house,  and 
no  reference  is  made  to  the  jail. 

A  large  number  of  persons,  including  some  of  those  who 
signed  this  protest,  have  informed  the  commissioners  that  at 
first  they  were  opposed  to  the  idea  of  expending  $500,000, 
having  been  misled,  by  the  circulars  sent  out  over  the  county, 
into  the  belief  that  it  was  proposed  to  spend  this  sum  upon 
the  court-house  alone,  but  that  upon  learning  that  this  figure 
is  to  cover  the  cost  of  both  the  court-house  and  the  jail,  they 
became  satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  commissioners.  Quite 
a  large  number  of  representative  citizens  of  every  section  of 
the  county  have  voluntarily  spoken  or  written  to  the  commis- 
sioners against  the  idea  of  any  cutting  down  in  their  plans, 
and  in  favor  of  making  ample  provisions  for  the  future  in 
erecting  these  buildings.  In  addition  to  this,  the  commis- 
sioners have  been  engaged,  since  the  25th  of  February  last,  in 
holding  assessment  appeals  in  the  different  townships  and 
boroughs,  and  while  so  doing  have  conversed  with  leading 
men  in  every  one  of  them  on  this  topic.  A  large  majority  of 
the  persons  talked  with  —  men  of  character  whose  statements 
and  opinions  are  entitled  to  the  highest  respect  —  have  ex- 
pressed to  the  commissioners  approval  of  their  action,  and  the 
opinion  that  it  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  a  majority  of 
the  tax-payers.  From  the  information  received  in  these  ways, 
the  commissioners  have  become  fully  satisfied  that  the  tax- 
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payers  of  the  county,  as  a  body,  regard  the  amount  which  it  is 
proposed  to  expend  as  a  not  unreasonable  sum,  and  believe 
that  plans  upon  any  less  scale  than  those  which  have  been 
prepared  would  not  meet  the  needs  which  must  be  provided 
for. 

If  they  were  exercising  their  own  independent  judgment, 
without  reference  to  the  views  of  any  one  else,  the  commis- 
sioners would  be  inclined  to  go  even  beyond  what  they  had 
planned  —  to  build  larger,  rather  than  smaller,  because  they 
fear  that  after  the  new  court-house  and  jail  have  stood  as  long 
as  the  present  buildings  have,  the  people  of  that  day  may  be 
disposed  to  criticise  them  for  not  making  as  abundant  provi- 
sion as  they  ought  for  the  future,  just  as  the  people  of  to-day 
criticise  the  commissioners  who  erected  the  old  buildings. 
But  recognizing  that  they  are  but  the  servants  of  the  people, 
and  should  pay  attention  to  the  people's  wishes,  they  have 
stopped  short  of  what  their  own  independent  judgment  would 
favor,  and  have  fixed  upon  a  sum,  as  the  cost  of  the  new 
buildings,  such  as  they  thought  would  meet  the  approbation 
of  a  majority  of  the  tax-payers,  and  as  before  stated,  they  are 
entirely  satisfied  that  it  has  such  approbation. 

In  conclusion,  the  commissioners,  after  earnest  and  dili- 
gent efforts  faithfully  to  discharge  their  duties  in  the  premi- 
ses, and  to  reach  such  a  conclusion  respecting  what  ought  to 
be  done  as  is  just  and  right,  believing  that  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  accomplishing  these  aims,  respectfully  pray  your 
honors  to  approve  the  plans  submitted. 

John  M.  Dunn, 
W.  G.  Shillito, 
Jno.  p.  Charlton, 

County  Commissioners. 

—  To  the  foregoing  statement  and  petition  were  ap- 
pended the  following  indorsements  by  the  county  ofiicers, 
with  the  report  of  Mr.  Clarke  referred  to: 

I  recognize  as  correct  the  statements  made  by  the  com- 
missioners in  the  foregoing  paper  as  to  the  present  situation 
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in  connection  witli  the  taxing  districts  of  Washington  County. 
As  those  statements  indicate,  the  business  of  my  office  has 
grown  very  much  in  the  last  few  years.  In  view  of  the  increas- 
ing number  of  tax-payers  with  whom  business  has  to  be  done 
by  the  treasurer,  the  increasing  niamber  of  tax-record  books 
to  be  kept  in  his  office,  and  the  constantly  growing  business 
with  jurors,  witnesses,  and  other  persons  having  claims  to  be 
paid  by  him,  the  accommodations  to  be  provided  for  the  treas- 
urer's office  in  the  new  court-house  should  be  considerably  in 
advance  of  those  afforded  by  the  present  office. 

John  W.  Hallam,  Treas. 

I  indorse  the  statements  regarding  my  office  made  by  the 
commissioners  in  the  attached  paper. 

O.  M.  Hartley,  Eegister. 

I  have  read  that  part  of  the  foregoing  paper  relating  to 
the  jail  of  Washington  County,  and  indorse  the  correctness 
of  its  statements  on  that  subject.  The  existing  condition  of 
affairs  is  stated  less  strongly  than  it  might  be. 

John  H.  Kennedy,  Sheriff. 

I  indorse  the  statement  made  in  the  foregoing  paper  regard- 
ing the  condition  of  business,  past  and  present,  in  the  office 
for  the  recording  of  deeds  and  mortgages,  as  correct  in  every 
particular.  W.  F.  Penn,  Kecorder. 

I  have  read  the  statement  made  in  the  foregoing  paper 
relating  to  the  prothonotary's  office.     The  facts  and  statistics 
in  regard  to  said  office  are  correct,  and  I  consider  the  state- 
ment made  of  the  growth  of  business  as  very  conservative. 
W.  S.  Campbell,  Prothonotary. 

I  fully  indorse  the  statements  made  in  the  foregoing  jjaper 
in  regard  to  the  increase  of  business  in  my  office,  and  say  that 
they  are  entirely  correct. 

H.  T.  Bailey,  Clerk  of  Courts. 
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Eeport  by  Me.  Claeke. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  WashiDgtoii  County,  Pa. : 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  your  request  I  recently  visited  the  county-seats 
and  called  upon  the  commissioners  of  Westmoreland,  Fayette, 
and  Allegheny  counties,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  for  you, 
officially,  information  and  data  as  to  the  cost,  convenience, 
adequacy,  etc.,  of  their  respective  court-houses.  The  results 
of  my  inquiries  are  to  be  found,  in  as  condensed  form  as  possi- 
ble, in  the  accompanying  pages.  I  would  state  generally, 
without  detail,  that  all  the  figures  as  to  the  cost  of  buildings 
already  erected,  and  the  figures  as  to  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
court-house  in  Westmoreland  County,  were  given  me  officially, 
as  herein  stated. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  Claeke. 

WESTMOEELAND    COUNTY    COUET-HOUSE. 

Basement:  Arranged  for  electric-light  plant  for  building, 
heating  appliances,  etc.,  and  annexes  to  prothonotary's  office 
and  recorder's  office. 

Second  floor:  Contains  criminal-court  room,  40  by  61  feet; 
also  a  second  court-room  40  by  61  feet;  also  grand-jury  room 
21  by  15^  feet;  law-library  room;  Orphans'  Court  room  21  by 
31  feet;  attorney's  room;  and  three  judges'  rooms,  each  16  by 
14  feet;  female  witness  room  and  male  witness  room. 

Third  floor:  Contains  one  court-room,  26  by  45  feet;  also 
five  jury-rooms,  and  a  dormitory  for  jurors;  office  of  jury 
commissioners,  with  private  office  annexed,  and  office  of  county 
superintendent  of  schools. 

Fourth  floor:  Contains  three  reserved  rooms,  each  27^  by 
40  feet,  and  one  court-room,  27 J  by  30  feet;  also  five  jury- 
rooms,  a  witness-room,  and  office  room  of  county  surveyor. 

Prothonotary's  office  on  first  floor  is  47  by  39  feet,  with 
annex  in  basement. 
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Recorder's  office  is  16  by  40  feet,  with  annex  in  base- 
ment. 

Treasurer's  office  and  county  commissioners'  office  similar, 
with  private  offices  attached  on  same  floor,  no  annexes. 

Office  of  clerk  of  courts,  35  by  40  feet. 

Cost:  Court-house,  of  sandstone,  $350,000.  Court-house, 
of  granite,  $390,000. 

Jail  (built  few  years),  cost  $200,000. 

Total  cost  court-house  (sandstone)  and  jail,  $550,000. 

Total  cost  court-house  (granite)  and  jail,  $590,000. 

Above  figures  do  not  include  any  cost  or  valuation  of 
grounds. 

All  offices,  etc.,  provided  with  water-closet  accommodations. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY  COUBT-HOUSE. 

Basement:  Contains  heating  appliances;  water-closet  ac- 
commodations for  public;  also  two  rooms  for  storage  and 
general  utility. 

First  floor:  Commissioners'  office,  18  by  28^  feet.  Eecord 
room  attached,  15.7  by  19.4  feet,  and  private  room  attached, 
11.4  by  15.7  feet.  Recorder's  office,  47  by  17  feet;  record 
room  attached,  31  by  36  feet.  Private  room  attached,  17  by 
13  feet.  Other  offices  are  of  similar  average  size  and  arrange- 
ment. 

Second  floor:  Contains  one  court-room,  48  by  56  feet; 
acoustics  very  bad.  Also  one  court-room,  24  by  40  feet. 
There  is  no  other  court-room  in  the  building,  and  none  that 
could  be  used  for  holding  court.  Neglected  to  note  the  num- 
ber of  jury-rooms,  but  recall  four  designated  as  such,  with 
two,  perhaps  three,  that  could  be  used  as  such.  The  building 
contains  no  provision  for  law  library  nor  bar  association 
room,  and  no  judge's  room,  although  Judge  Mestrezat  is  now 
using  the  men's  waiting-room  connected  with  the  small  court- 
room as  his  office,  but  expects  soon  to  move  into  a  separate 
building  of  his  own  across  the  street. 

Cost:  Court-house  complete,  including  $12,000  for    land 
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condemned,  $310,000.  Jail,  separate  contract,  $108,000. 
Total  cost,  $418,000. 

While  court-house  looks  well  outside,  the  inside  finish  and 
workmanship  are  somewhat  disappointing;  the  woodwork  ap- 
peared to  lack  finish,  and  the  workmanship  appeared  rather 
inferior.  The  building  is  damaged  in  a  number  of  places  by 
leaks  in  the  roof.  The  tile  floors  in  main  corridor  and  halls 
are  loose  and  broken  in  a  number  of  places. 

The  provision  in  the  various  ofi&ces  for  record  books  and 
indices  is  not  suflScient,  apparently,  for  future  growth  without 
becoming  hampered  for  room. 

While  neither  commissioners,  judges,  nor  citizens  would 
express  dissatisfaction  with  the  building,  it  was  evident  that 
all  felt  a  necessity  for  at  least  one  more  court-room.  If 
necessity  for  it  arises,  it  will  be  difficult  to  arrange  for;  the 
building  is  so  constructed  that  it  cannot  be  arranged  for  inside 
of  the  building,  and  the  present  structure  is  so  placed  on  the 
lot  that  room  could  scarcely  be  found  to  place  it;  besides,  such 
additions  would  sadly  mar  the  external  appearance. 

ALLEGHENY    COUNTY    COUKT-HOUSE. 

Population  of  Allegheny  County  1884,  about  500,000. 

Assessed  valuations,  county  purposes,  1884,  $249,779,924. 

Contract  price,  court-house  and  jail,  $2,450,284.56. 

Paid  for  ground  for  jail,  $162,200. 

Actual  cost  complete,  $2,612,434.56. 

J.  C.  Mercer,  chairman  board  of  county  commissioners: 
"We  are  crowded  for  space.  When  we  built  (1882-84) 
everybody  thought  we  had  provided  for  our  needs  for  the  next 
fifty  years,  and  already  we  have  used  up  all  our  surplus  room. 
Legal  business  is  now  one  year  behind,  and  we  need  another 
court.  Common  Pleas  No.  4,  and  have  no  place  to  put  it,  unless 
we  move  somebody  or  something  out,  or  get  accommodations 
outside.  We  own  the  University  property  across  the  street, 
and  within  a  few  years  we  will  have  to  build  additional  court 
and   office    rooms    there,  or    put    an  additional  story  on  our 
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present  building,  which  the  plans  at  the  time  of  building  pro- 
vided for  if  needed  in  the  future.  "We  all  thought  when  we 
built  that  we  had  made  ample  provision  for  future  needs,  and 
now,  only  ten  years  from  its  completion,  all  our  space  is  used 
up.  Within  five  years  at  the  farthest  we  must  enlarge.  Al- 
ready our  sheriff's  office,  and  prothonotary's  too,  have  over- 
flowed, and  we  are  now  storing  papers  and  record  books  in  the 
cellar. 

"Our  old  jail  contained  cell  room  for  sixty  prisoners;  in 
our  new  jail  we  provided  cell  room  for  three  hundred  and  ten, 
and  we  are  now  crowded  for  room.  By  recalling  the  grand 
jury  and  working  off  the  jail  cases  we  manage  to  get  along. 

"Say  to  the  commissioners  of  Washington  Couutj',  don't 
build  too  small ;  you  can  hardly  build  too  large  —  within  rea- 
son, of  course ;  there  is  reason  in  all  things.  Your  county  has 
been  growing  rapidly  of  late  years,  and  if  you  build  only  a  little 
beyond  your  present  needs,  you  will  make  a  great  mistake. 
If  you  build  three  or  four  times  your  present  needs,  you  will 
find  yourselves  crowded  long  before  you  expect  it,  if  your  rate 
of  increase  continues  like  it  has  been  and  promises  to  be. 
Don't  make  the  mistake  of  building  too  small ;  make  it  in  the 
other  direction,  if  at  all ;  and  the  chances  all  are  that  it  will 
turn  out  not  to  be  a  mistake  at  all." 

N.  S.  Williams,  Esq.,  attorney  for  the  county  commis- 
sioners, was  present  and  heard  all  of  Mr.  Mercer's  statements, 
and  corroborated  fully  all  his  statements,  adding,  "We  are 
cramped  for  room  all  around." 

Mr.  Ruch,  deputy  recorder,  who  was  connected  with  the 
recorder's  office  in  the  old  building,  and  has  been  in  the  office 
continuously  since,  said:  "  We  are  full  up.  Tou  can't  build 
too  large  a  court-house.  We  have  got  to  have  another  room 
here.  Our  present  office  was  supposed  to  be  large  enough  to 
last  for  forty  or  fifty  years.  We  need  a  gallery  now  around 
this  room,  and  it  is  not  fifteen  years  since  it  was  built.  We 
have  to  have  another  room.  Washington  County  will  make  a 
grand  mistake  if  they  don't  have  lots  of  room,  especially  in 
the  recorder's  office  and  the  prothonotary's  office.     All    the 
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space  we  have  left  for  mortgage  indices  is  three  racks 
holding  fourteen  books  each,  and  less  than  two  years  will  fill 
that  up.  We  have  in  this  office  now  almost  one  thousand 
mortgage  books  and  almost  one  thousand  deed  books.  Make 
it  emphatic  —  whatever  you  do,  build  large  enough." 

A.  J.  McQuitty,  prothonotary :  "Our  space  was  calculated 
to  last  for  twenty-five  to  fifty  years,  and  it's  now  only  about 
ten  years  and  it  is  full  now.  We  haven't  got  room.  If  we 
get  another  court  here,  which  we  will  have  to  have  soon,  as 
business  is  behind  a  year,  we  can't  get  along  at  all.  We  have 
to  put  papers  in  the  cellar  already.  We  have  papers  in  the 
cellar  already,  and  old  books  piled  up  there.  We  haven't  got 
near  room  enough.  Those  file  boxes  run  up  to  the  floor  of  the 
gallery,  then  begin  on  the  gallery  and  run  clear  to  the  ceiling, 
and  in  use  clear  up.  It  won't  be  five  years,  not  more  than 
that,  until  we  have  to  build  on  the  lot  across  the  way.  The 
clerk's  office  and  the  treasurer's  office  and  the  commissioner's 
office  are  all  insufficient.  We  had  to  move  our  cashier  back 
into  this  corner,  and  put  in  a  cash-carrier  system  in  order  to 
make  room.  The  sheriff  has  to  use  a  large  room  upstairs  in 
connection  with  his  office,  or  he  couldn't  get  along  at  all." 

The  above  so  fully  represents  the  universal  opinion  of 
other  officers,  attorneys,  and  persons  familiar  with  the  court- 
house and  the  work  and  business  there,  that  it  is  useless  to 
reiterate  their  statements.  All  talked  in  the  same  line,  some 
quite  decidedly,  others  less  so.  The  recorder  and  prothono- 
tary were  very  emphatic,  in  fact  seemed  somewhat  exaspei-ated. 
There  was  not  a  single  assertion  by  any  one  that  the  accommo- 
dations were  sufficient,  and  on  the  other  hand  not  a  single 
dissent  to  the  statement  that  the  present  accommodations  were 
inadequate,  especially  in  view  of  the  near  future. 

CIKCULAR   AND    EEMONSTEANCE. 

—  Attached  to  and  made  a  part  of  said  statement  and  peti- 
tion was  also  a  copy  of  a  printed  circular  that  had  been  sent 
out  through  the  county,  as  follows: 
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To  THE  Citizens  of  Washington  County: 

The  Commissioners  of  Washington  County  have  selected  a 
plan  and  have  published  the  contract  with  the  architect  for 
the  erection  of  the  new  court-house,  providing  for  an  expen- 
diture of  $500,000  to  begin  with.  The  average  tax-payer  can- 
not but  regard  this  sum,  compared  with  the  county  valuation, 
as  grossly  extravagant ;  realizing  that  it  is  only  an  estimate  in 
the  inception  of  the  plan,  and  that  such  plans  are  invariably 
delusive,  representing  only  the  possible  minimum  expendi- 
tures; the  common  experience  being  an  increase  of  fifty  per 
cent  on  the  estimates  when  buildings  are  completed. 

Admitting  the  necessity  for  a  new  court-house,  and  that  we 
are  fully  committed  to  its  erection,  we  submit  a  comparison 
with  the  amounts  expended  and  to  be  expended  in  adjacent 
counties. 

Allegheny  County,  with  a  valuation  in  1896  of  $482,091,- 
570,  expended  about  $2,500,000;  Westmoreland,  with  a  valua- 
tion now  of  $55,464,909,  proposes  to  spend  $190,000  if  granite 
is  selected,  and  $150,000  if  sandstone;  thus  Washington 
County,  with  a  valuation  of  about  $40,000,000,  proposes  to 
spend  proportionately  nearly  three  times  as  much  as  Allegheny 
County  and  four  times  as  much  as  Westmoreland  County. 

The  new  court-house  at  Butler  cost  $150,000;  the  new 
court-house  and  jail  at  Uniontown  —  the  cost  of  which  created 
such  widespread  dissatisfaction  in  Fayette  County  —  cost 
$228,000,  and  jail  $106,000,  contract  price. 

Be  it  remembered  that  our  farmers  and  miners,  manu- 
facturers and  all  our  business  interests,  have  for  the  last 
five  years  endured  a  period  of  severe  depression.  Farmers 
have  particularly  suffered,  and  are  now  in  a  condition  that 
makes  additional  taxation  a  peculiar  hardship.  They  are 
the  least  benefited  by  a  luxurious,  costly  edifice,  which  will 
exceed  in  cost  the  capitols  of  many  great  states,  and  will 
equal  the  amount  it  is  contemplated  to  spend  for  the  new 
capitol  at  Harrisburg,  which  is  fixed  at  $550,000. 

It  is  now  apparent  that  the  Flinn  road  law  was  defeated 
to   make    room  for    this    extravagance.     Let    the    intelligent 
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tax-payer  measure  the  benefit  of  a  good-road  system  in  Wash- 
ington County,  compared  with  the  advantages  of  an  ornate 
and  luxurious  court-house  and  a  palatial  jail. 

The  farmer,  who  is  now  in  depths  of  mud  and  misery, 
whose  fondest  dream  is  to  keep  away  from  a  court-house 
of  any  kind,  is  asked  —  is  compelled  —  to  forego  for  years 
all  possibility  of  improvements  in  roads,  and  to  provide  the 
Washington  bar,  and  the  politicians  who  occupy  the  county 
offices,  with  quarters  imposing,  magnificent,  and  worthy 
of  royal  estate.  How  much  better  for  the  development  of  the 
county  would  it  be  to  reduce  the  estimate  $250,000,  and  de- 
vote that  amount  to  the  beginning  of  a  road  system;  say 
a  good  highway  from  McDonald  to  Washington ;  from  Canons- 
burg  to  Washington ;  from  Monongahela  to  Finleyville;  Char- 
leroi  to  Monongahela  and  Bentleysville.  Can  there  be  any 
question  as  to  comparative  benefits  to  the  county  at  large? 

It  is  known  that  Allegheny  County  has  commenced  a  system 
of  road  improvement  that  will  soon  enhance  the  value  of  Alle- 
gheny County  farm  land,  and  in  point  of  desirability  Wash- 
ington County  land  will  be  contrasted  unfavorably. 

An  act  is  on  the  statute  books  authorizing  Washrjigton 
County,  or  any  two  adjoining  counties,  to  establish  a  work- 
house, Fayette  and  Westmoreland  counties  joining  with  this 
object  in  view.  The  propriety  and  economy  of  such  a  step 
in  Washington  County  is  evident;  but  the  excessive  taxa- 
tion contemplated  for  the  new  court-house  will  postpone  the 
day  of  its  attempt  for  many  years. 

As  tax-payers  we  protest  against  the  expenditure  of  |500,000 
as  oppressive  and  unwarrantable. 

We  protest  against  increasing  valuations  for  the  flimsy 
pretext  of  keeping  down  the  millage. 

We  protest  against  burdening  the  county  with  debt  that 
will  endure  during  the  lives  of  the  majority  of  tax-payers. 

A  vigorous  expression  of  public  opinion  in  the  way  of  let- 
ters of  remonstrance  may  be  the  means  of  enforcing  proper 
economy  and  a  reduction  of  the  amount  now  pi-oposed  to  ex- 
pend. [Signed  by  17  Peksons.] 
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—  The  foregoing  circular  letter,  so  signed,  was  transmitted 
to  the  county  commissioners  with  a  signed  petition  submitting 
the  same  to  their  consideration,  and  earnestly  protesting,  as 
citizens  and  tax-payers,  "  against  the  expenditure  of  more  than 
$250,000  in  the  erection  of  the  new  court-house."  This  peti- 
tion was  signed  by  thi"ee  hundi'ed  and  seventy-two  persons. 

On  the  submission  of  the  foregoing  statement  and  petition 
of  the  county  commissioners,  with  the  accompanying  exhibits, 
the  court  afforded  an  opportunity  for  suggestions  by  any  one 
who  wished  to  be  heard.  Thereupon  Mr.  R.  C.  McConnell,  of 
the  bar,  stating  that  he  had  not  been  employed  professionally, 
and  did  not  so  appear  for  any  person  or  persons,  submitted  to 
the  court  the  following  motion: 

1.  To  withhold  approval  of  the  plans  submitted  by  F.  J. 
Osterling,  architect,  until  it  is  definitely  known  what  the  max- 
imum cost  of  the  building  under  these  plans  will  be. 

2.  To  appoint  a  committee  of  three  or  more  members  of 
the  bar,  with  power  to  subpoena  witnesses  and  take  testimony, 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  maximum  cost  of  the  build- 
ing under  the  plans  submitted. 

3.  To  defer  further  action  in  the  matter  of  the  approval  of 
the  plans  submitted  until  the  question  of  securing  title  to  the 
lot  belonging  to  the  estate  of  James  W.  Kuntz,  deceased,  in 
the  rear  of  the  present  county  property,  by  the  county,  has 
been  finally  settled  and  determined. 

—  Remarks  were  then  made  by  the  following  members  of 
the  bar:  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  Mr.  John  H.  Murdoch,  Mr. 
T.  Jefferson  Duncan,  Mr.  M.  L.  A.  McCracken,  Mr.  A.  M. 
Linn,  Mr.  A.  S.  Sprowls,  Mr.  J.  P.  Miller,  Mr.  W.  S.  Parker, 
Mr.  T.  F.  Birch,  and  Mr.  McConnell,  but  one  gentleman  ob- 
jecting to  the  approval  of  the  plans  and  specifications  pre- 
sented. 

At  the  afternoon  adjournment,  the  court  overruled  the  fore- 
going motion,  indorsing  thereon  the  following  order:  "And 
now,  April  11,  1898,  the  within  motion,  made  in  open  court. 
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is  overruled,  for  the  reason  that  a  committee  of  the  bar, 
already  appointed,  have  recommended  the  approval  of  the 
plans,  and  that  an  estimated  cost  of  the  buildings  has  already 
been  made,"  and  filed  the  following 
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An  Act  of  Assembly  approved  April  19,  1895,  provides  as 
follows:  "Whenever  the  commissioners  of  any  county  are 
authorized  and  required  to  erect  a  court-house,  jail,  or  other 
county  building,  they  shall  submit  the  plans  and  specifications 
adopted  by  them  to  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  proper  county,  for  their  approval,"  etc. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  this  act,  the  plans 
and  specifications  of  the  new  court-house  and  jail,  which  the 
county  commissioners  propose  to  erect,  have  been  submitted 
for  our  examination  and  approval.  In  arriving  at  what  it  is 
our  duty  to  do  in  the  premises,  we  have  considered  the  matter 
from  three  points  of  view: 

1.  The  adequacy  in  size  of  the  buildings  it  is  proposed  to 
erect ; 

2.  Their  convenience  of  arrangement;  and 

3.  The  cost, 

1.  In  considering  the  question  of  the  adequacy  of  size,  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  these  buildings  ought  to 
last  at  least  as  long  as  the  old  court-house  lasted,  which  was 
nearly  sixty  years.  Taking  the  continued  increase  in  the 
population  and  wealth  of  our  county,  and  the  increase  in 
the  business  done  in  the  vai-ious  offices  and  in  the  courts 
during  the  last  sixty  years,  as  a  guide,  we  cannot  see  how 
the  rooms  and  space  that  are  provided  for  in  the  plans  sub- 
mitted, for  the  courts,  for  juries,  for  the  witnesses,   for  the 
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attorneys,  for  the  various  county  officers,  for  the  public  records 
and  files,  and  for  the  public  who  have  business  with  these  offi- 
cers and  in  the  courts,  could  be  curtailed. 

Anticipating  our  wants  in  the  very  near  futui-e,  neither  the 
proposed  court-house  nor  the  jail  is  larger,  in  our  opinion, 
than  is  needed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  erection  of  "  proper  and  necessary  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  courts  and  the  several  officers  of  the 
county,  and  for  the  reception  and  safe-keeping  of  the  records 
and  other  papers  in  charge  of  said  officers,"  and  the  confine- 
ment of  prisoners.  We  therefore  approve  of  the  size  of  the 
building. 

2.  An  examination  of  the  plans  of  the  court-house  shows 
that  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  courts  and  officers 
and  those  having  business  to  transact,  and  the  facilities  for  the 
orderly  transaction  of  business,  have  been  carefully  studied 
and  provided  for,  and  that  as  good  an  arrangement  of  court 
and  jury  rooms  and  public  offices  has  been  made  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  make ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  jail.  Good 
ventilation,  sufficient  heating,  and  proper  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  have  been  carefully  and 
fully  provided  for  in  both  buildings,  and  we  see  nothing  in 
the  internal  arrangement  of  either  that  we  cannot  approve. 

3.  The  cost  to  the  tax-payers  should  be  no  more  than  is 
necessary  to  substantially  build  what  we  need.  But  the  wants 
of  the  people  should  not  be  slighted  because  of  the  cost.  If 
the  size  of  the  buildings  contemplated  are  no  larger  than  are 
needed,  and  their  internal  arrangements,  equipments,  and  fin- 
ish are  no  more  than  will  make  first-class  public  buildings, 
then  no  reasonable  person  will  object  to  paying  what  it  will 
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cost  to  erect  such  buildiDgs,  economically  built.  So  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  learn,  the  tax-payers  of  Washington  County, 
at  least  a  large  majority  of  them,  desire  the  commissioners  to 
erect  a  first-class  court-house  and  jail,  and  that  the  buildings 
be  such  in  size  and  equipment  as  to  fully  meet  the  needs  of 
the  county  for  years  to  come. 

Washington  County,  in  mineral  wealth,  in  industrial  devel- 
opment, in  agricultural  advancement,  and  in  intellectual  cul- 
ture, stands  among  the  counties  of  the  state  in  the  front  rank, 
and  she  should  have  public  buildings  in  keeping  with  her 
standing ;  and  we  believe  her  people,  intelligent  and  progressive 
as  they  are,  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less.  They  want  no 
extravagance,  no  unnecessary  expenditure  of  money,  but  in 
our  opinion  they  do  want  fine  public  buildings,  and  will  cheer- 
fully pay  whatever  it  may  cost  to  economically  construct  such 
buildings.  And  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  quote  from 
a  communication  received  by  one  of  us  touching  the  plans  sub- 
mitted by  the  commissioners  and  on  exhibition  during  the  past 
week.     The  writer  says: 

"The  principle  that  'we  should  get  the  best'  applies  with 
especial  force  to  the  building  of  a  new  court-house.  This  is 
an  event  that  comes  only  once  in  two  or  three  generations,  and 
its  far-reaching  importance  should  be  realized.  The  build- 
ing we  are  now  about  to  construct  ought  to  stand  for  seventy- 
five  or  one  hundred  years,  and  we  are  thus  building  the  future 
of  the  county  into  its  walls.  Any  mistake  that  we  make  in  its 
construction  will  perpetuate  itself  and  plague  the  county  for  a 
long  time  to  come.  If  it  is  too  small,  or  ill  planned,  or  faultily 
constructed,  if  its  materials  are  cheap  and  its  appearance 
mean,  if  it  is  unworthy  of  its  place  as  the  civic  center  of  the 
county,  the  mistake  cannot  be  corrected,  and  our  short-sight- 
edness will  have  fastened  a  burden  on  the  county  for  the  next 
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century.  The  construction  of  such  a  building  is  thus  a  high 
and  solemn  responsibility,  and  our  thought  should  be,  not 
how  cheaply  can  we  discharge  it,  but  how  nobly  can  we 
fulfill  it. 

"  The  building  should  be  adapted  in  its  arrangements  and 
ample  in  its  accommodations,  not  only  for  the  present,  but 
also  for  distant  future  needs.  This  county,  with  its  fertile  soil 
and  rich  mineral  deposits,  its  growing  population  and  intelli- 
gence and  wealth,  and  its  developing  manufactures  and  prox- 
imity to  great  cities  and  markets,  has  a  great  future.  This 
growth  will  be  attended  with  multiplying  legal  business  and 
an  ever-increasing  pressure  upon  the  courts  of  justice.  A 
building  that  will  be  ample  for  to-day  will  be  crowded  and 
cramped  and  wholly  inadequate  for  to-morrow.  We  must  build 
for  the  future,  and  this  puts  a  severe  but  necessary  strain  upon 
the  present. 

"  A  good  building  constructed  on  the  best  plans,  with  the 
latest  improvements  and  most  efficient  appliances,  and  with  the 
best  materials  and  workmanship,  though  its  first  cost  is  higher, 
yet  in  the  long  run  it  is  the  most  economical.  Cheap  things 
are  often  the  dearest.  Cheapness  is  poor  compensation  for 
inferiority.  A  cheap  building,  above  all  things  else,  soon  calls 
for  repair,  and  this  call  finally  becomes  chronic  and  insatiable. 
It  will  be  more  economical  and  satisfactory  to  the  tax-payers 
of  the  county  to  construct  a  building  so  planned  and  built  that 
it  will  be  substantial  and  lasting,  and  not  be  a  burden  of 
expense. 

"The  court-house  of  a  county  should  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  house  in  which  business  can  be  transacted ;  a  very 
cheap  building  or  a  rented  hall  might  serve  this  purpose. 
The  court-house  is  the  temple  of  justice  that  should  be  the 
incarnation  of  the  civic  life  of  the  county.     It  stands  in  the 
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center  of  the  county  as  its  stone  core,  towards  which  all  civil 
interests  converge,  and  from  which  all  the  lines  of  justice  radi- 
ate. It  is  the  central  hub  of  the  county,  binding  all  its  inter- 
ests into  unity,  around  which  all  points  on  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  county  revolve.  It  is  the  mighty  heart  of  the 
county,  where  its  civic  life  beats  pure  and  strong,  and  whence 
it  flows  out  through  all  its  people.  This  temple  should  be  no 
cheap  and  mean  and  temporary  building,  but  it  should  be  a 
structure  that  will  be  worthy  of  our  county,  and  that  will  fitly 
represent  and  embody  the  strength  and  solidity  and  nobility 
of  its  citizenship.  It  should  be  suggestive,  not  of  early  pio- 
neer days  when  our  fathers  dwelt  in  tents,  but  of  settled  and 
developed  civilization.  It  should  represent,  not  penury  and 
penuriousness,  but  our  Avealth  and  liberality.  Above  all,  it 
should  be  a  fitting  incarnation  of  the  spirit  of  justice,  standing 
before  us  dignified  and  majestic,  suggesting  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  reverence  and  awe,  a  veritable  sermon  in  stone. 
Such  a  noble  and  grand  symbol  of  law  and  order  will  ever 
silently  preach  justice,  and  make  its  mystic  presence  and  power 
felt  throughout  all  our  bounds.  Every  one  that  looks  upon  its 
massive  pile  or  stands  within  its  precincts  will  feel  its  meaning 
and  majesty.  Under  its  protecting  shadow  all  men  will  stand 
equal.  It  will  worthily  represent  and  express  our  rank  and 
standing  among  the  counties  of  the  state.  It  will  belong  to 
no  one  town  or  class  of  citizens  in  the  county,  but  will  embody 
the  civic  life  of  all  our  citizens,  and  will  be  every  man's  pos- 
session and  every  man's  just  pride. 

"  The  difference  in  cost  between  such  a  building  and  one 
of  cheaper  grade  might  be  $200,000  or  more,  but  this  differ- 
ence in  the  end  will  be  the  highest  economy.  I  do  not  favor 
extravagance,  but  the  closest  economy,  in  the  expenditure  of 
public  funds,  and  I  believe  this  economy  will  be  realized  only 
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in  such   a  building  as  has  been  planned  for  by  the  county 
commissioners." 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  buildings  as  given  by  the  com- 
missioners in  their  petition  this  day  filed,  we  think  not  unrea- 
sonable. And  if  this  amount,  economically  expended,  ip 
necessary  to  erect  the  buildings  which  it  is  proposed  to  build, 
its  expenditure  will  meet  cur  approval. 

And  now,  April  11,  1898,  after  hearing  and  upon  due  con- 
sideration, the  plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  F.  J. 
Osterling,  architect,  for  a  new  court-house  and  jail,  and  sub- 
mitted to  us  by  the  county  commissioners,  are  approved,  and 
the  said  commissioners  are  authorized  to  take  bids  for  the 
erection  of  the  same  in  accordance  with  said  plans  and  speci- 
fications, as  provided  in  the  Act  of  Assembly  approved  April 
19,  1895,  P.  L.  38. 

J.  A.  McIlvaine, 

President  Judge. 
J.  F.  Taylob, 

Additional  Law  Judge. 

—  The  statistics  set  out  in  the  statement  and  petition 
of  the  county  commissioners,  upon  which  the  foregoing  opin- 
ion and  decree  of  the  court  were  based,  notes  the  changes 
in  the  business  conditions  of  the  county,  especially  since 
the  year  1880;  but  only  as  indicated  by  the  increased  num- 
ber of  volumes  in  the  public  offices  containing  the  records 
of  the  public  business.  That  inferences  may  be  made  as  to 
the  progress  of  the  county  external  to  the  court-house  and 
its  various  offices,  some  additional  facts  may  be  regarded 
as  proper,  to  indicate  its  development  since  1840,  when  our 
third  court-house  was  well  under  way,  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  county  since  then  remaining  the  same. 

By  the   census  of   1810,   the  population  of  the  borough 


FRANK    R.  HALL, 

County  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  1896-1902. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hallam.] 
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of  Washington  was  2,062,  while  the  population  of  the  whole 
county  was  41,279.  But  by  the  census  of  1900  the  popula- 
tions were:  Borough  of  Washington,  7,670;  borough  of  East 
Washington,  1,051;  borough  of  West  Washington,  2,693; 
borough  of  North  Washington,  1,473;  and  borough  of  South 
Washington,  1,230.  Total  of  the  five  boroughs,  14,117;  while 
the  population  of  the  whole  county  was  92,181. 

In  1840  there  were  no  slack-water  dams  in  the  Monon- 
gahela  River,  forming  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  county, 
and  during  a  large  part  of  the  year  the  river  was  not  navi- 
gable for  steamboats  and  large  barges;  but  in  1900  dams 
and  locks  had  been  constructed,  so  that  large  steamers  and 
barges  could  carry  passengers  and  freight,  merchandise,  and 
coal  in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  slack-water  had  been 
carried  up  the  river  to  Morgantown,  beyond  the  state  boun- 
dary line. 

In  1840  we  had  the  National  Koad,  still  in  good  condi- 
tion, extending  through  the  county  from  Brownsville  to  Wheel- 
ing, beyond  the  western  state  line,  near  West  Alexander;  and 
we  had  also  the  Washington  and  Williamsport  (now  Monon- 
gahela)  Turnpike,  and  the  Washington  and  Pittsburg  Tui-n- 
pike,  both  long  since  in  decay,  and  both  now  thrown  open 
to  the  public;  but  we  had  no  railroads  whatever.  In  1900, 
however,  we  had  the  benefit  of  railroad  communication  from 
Washington  in  four  directions:  By  the  Chartiers  Eailway 
to  Pittsburg;  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  to  Wheeling;  by  the 
Waynesburg  &  Washington  to  Waynesburg,  and  by  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  by  another  route  to  Pittsburg,  while  a  number 
of  other  railroads  were  then  either  building  or  under  survey. 

The  line  of  longitude,  dividing  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  industries  of  the  East  from  the  agricultural  re- 
gion of  the  West,  may  be  said  to  be  passing,  or  to  have 
already  passed,  to  the  westward  of  Washington  County;  but 
space  is  not  afforded  to  show  by  statistics  the  extent  to  which 
the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  of  our  county 
have  increased  since  1840.  Suffice  it  to  state  that  since  the 
discovery  of  natural  gas  and  oil  within  the  county,  beginning 
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with  the  McGugin  gas-well  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  put 
down  in  March,  1882  (Crumrine,  p.  850),  the  development 
of  the  county,  especially  in  its  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial interests,  has  been  somewhat  wonderful. 

Moreover,  the  great  change  that  has  lately  come  to  the 
whole  country,  in  the  way  of  corporate  combinations  and  the  re- 
sulting expansion  of  production  and  trade  in  all  their  branches, 
has  not  left  Washington  County  behind.  That  county  has 
been  carried  along  in  the  whirl  of  business  expansion  with 
the  rest  of  the  country.     As  an  illustration  merely: 

In  1840,  and  indeed  subsequently,  up  to  the  triennial  as- 
sessment for  taxes  made  in  December,  1900,  although  substan- 
tially all  the  lands  of  the  county  were  underlaid  with  valuable 
veins  of  coal,  none  of  it  had  ever  been  assessed  for  taxes  sepa- 
rately from  the  surface,  and  no  account  was  taken  of  it  in  the 
valuation  of  lands  to  the  surface  owner.  But  in  the  three 
years  preceding  the  triennial  assessment  of  1900,  the  Pitts- 
burg vein  of  coal  (not  the  only  one  in  the  county  by  any 
means)  had  largely  become  the  property  of  coal  companies 
organized  by  corporate  combinations,  and  of  other  mining 
companies  conducted  by  individual  enterprise ;  so  that,  by  this 
last  triennial  assessment,  nearly  $10,000,000  worth  of  property 
down  deep  in  the  ground  has  been  brought  up  within  reach 
of  the  tax  gatherer,  in  relief  more  or  less  of  the  surface  owner. 
Thus,  as  shown  by  a  tabulation  made  in  the  county  commis- 
sioner's office,  and  published  in  the  Washington  Observer  of 
May  6,  1901,  146,469  acres  of  coal  in  twenty-one  of  thirty- 
three  country  districts  of  the  county  had  been  sold  to  and 
assessed  separately  to  the  following  corporations,  partnerships, 
and  individuals: 

ACRES. 

Pennsylvania  Mining  Company  (Pittsburg  Coal  Co.) 42,156 

Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke  Company.  14,115 

James  W.  Ellsworth 13,851 

J.  V.  Thompson  &  Co 13,588 

Emmett  Queen  (Carnegie  Co.) 12,715 

John  H.  Jones..- 11,883 
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ACRES. 

D.  E.  Mitchell,  Trustee  "B" _  6,392 

National  Mining  Co. 4,826 

Vesta  Coal  Company  (Jones  &  Laughlin) 4,632 

D.  E.  Mitchell,  Trustee  "A" 3,660 

Ewing,  Long  &  Co. 2,252 

Midland  Coal  Company 2,056 

H.  O.  Evans-.  _ 1,562 

J.  A.  Phillips  &Co 1,388 

Cooper,  Lackey  &  Co 1,335 

McCormick  Coal  Company 1,226 

Charleroi  Coal  Company 1,210 

Parke  Brothers -  1,156 

James  Neale 998 

Joseph  E.  Barnes _  957 

J.  V.  H.  Cook  &  Sons 933 

Washington  and  Lake  Erie  Gas  Coal  Company 829 

Kirk,  Wood  &Co , 687 

Shaner  Coal  Company 658 

Carrie  Furnace  Company 622 

Leonard,  Sapper  &  Co. 519 

Shoenberger  Coal  Company 376 

Hickory  Ridge  Coal  Company 371 

John  G.  Pontafrack - 319 

Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Company 316 

J.  Piersoll 100 

P.  J.  Forsythe -.- 65 

David  Snee --  59 

And  the  districts  in  whicli  these  acres  of  coal  had  been 
sold,  and  the  assessed  values  thereof,  were  as  follows: 

ACRES  COAL.  ASSESSMENT. 

Allen 28  $4,700 

Amwell 3,685  73,700 

Beallsville 463  18,520 

Bentleysville 1,682  117,740 

Carroll 4,927  594,555 

Cecil... 11,259  823,080 

Chartiers 6,819  527,732 

Centerville 5,525  525,500 
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ACRES  COAL.  ASSESSMENT. 

Canton 875  65,625 

Deemston 3,659  230,560 

Donegal 4,096  68,527 

Ellsworth  _.    369  36,900 

East  Bethlehem 2,201  197,580 

EastPikeRun 4,124  598,400 

Fallowfield 8,351  611,300 

LongBranch -.-  482  72,300 

Mt.  Pleasant 4,680  345,375 

North  Strabane 13,064  982,794 

Nottingham -  8,863  640,385 

Peters 8,693  643,334 

Robinson 928  80,786 

Somerset 11,911  833,770 

South  Strabane 853  63,070 

Speers 78  7,800 

Twilight- 426  41,600 

Union 4,092  335,700 

West  Pike  Run 4,731  438,480 

WestFinley 16,121  195,372 

West  Bethlehem 13,486  386,651 

Total 146,469         $9,261,836 

The  published  list  referred  to  contained  a  distribution  of 
the  holdings  of  the  different  coal-owners  within  the  different 
townships;  and  the  separate  assessments  so  shown,  though 
possibly  to  be  reduced  or  increased  in  the  final  equalization  or 
on  appeals  taken,  are  yet  at  least  instructive. 

QUESTION    FOR    THE    FUTURE. 

We  place  on  record  here  a  question  puzzling  to  the  minds 
of  many  thoughtful  people  of  this  day  who  have  concluded  to 
submit  it  for  an  answer  to  the  great  future:  Will  these 
immense  corporate  combinations,  many  of  which,  including 
the  coal  companies  referred  to,  are  now  operating  an  extensive 
business  in  our  county,  become  and  remain  a  permanent  bene- 
fit to  the  country  at  large,  or  sooner  or  later,  and  when,  will 
they — go  up  in  smoke? 


"  UP    IN    SMOKE." 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Rothwell,  of  burning  of 

35,716  barrels  of  oil  in  tank  of  the  Southwest  Penn.  Pipe 

Lines,  at  Meadow  Lands  Station,  on  May  30, 1893.] 


VII. 
LAYING  OF  THE  CORNER-STONE  — CHANGES. 

On  May  24,  1898,  the  plans  having  been  approved,  a  con- 
tract was  entered  into  by  the  county  commissioners  with 
William  Miller  &  Sons,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
erection  and  construction  of  a  court-house  and  jail,  "  in  all 
respects  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications  prepared 
therefor,"  for  the  sum  of  $379,900;  and  on  May  28th  this 
contract  received  the  approval  of  the  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  a  record  thereof  was  made  at  No.  205, 
May  Term,  1898,  of  said  court.  Subsequently  other  con- 
tracts were  entered  into  with  Halpin,  Kennedy  &  Co.  for 
the  plumbing  work;  with  Maginn  &  Lewis  for  the  heating 
and  ventilating;  with  the  Pennsylvania  Construction  Com- 
pany for  steel  furniture;  with  Philip  McDonough  for  marble 
work;  and  with  others  for  other  portions  —  all  which  con- 
tracts were  duly  approved  by  the  court. 

Most  of  the  work  done  under  the  general  contract  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1898  and  the  following  winter  was  done 
upon  the  new  jail;  but  in  the  early  spring  of  1899  the  work 
upon  the  court-house  had  so  far  advanced  that  it  was  de- 
termined to  lay  the  corner-stone  thereof  at  2  o'clock  p.  M. 
of  March  7,  1899. 

At  the  hour  appointed  the  members  of  the  bar,  and  the 
citizens  who  had  assembled  to  take  part  in  the  exercises 
or  to  observe  the  ceremonies,  were  driven  by  a  heavy  rain 
into  the  temporary  court-room  in  the  old  Town  Hall,  where 
the  addresses  were  delivered,  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  the  Washington  Bar  Association, 
occupying  the  chair. 

117 
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Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  being  introduced,  said: 
The  Honorable  Board  of  County  Commissioners  and  Fel- 
low-Citizens: 

The  time  is  not  yet  here  when  we  shall  speak  fitting 
words  of  praise  for  those  engaged  in  rearing  this  splen- 
did masonry.  When  it  shall  be  fashioned  and  finished 
into  that  beautiful  temple  of  justice  it  is  designed  to  be, 
then  will  a  liberal-minded,  liberal-handed  citizenship  of  the 
county  swell  with  pride  and  burst  into  dedicatory  eaco- 
miums  for  its  projectors,  designers,  workmen,  and  builders. 

According  to  a  beautiful  and  somewhat  touching  custom 
observed  by  an  enlightened  people  on  such  occasions  as 
this,  we  are  called  for  a  short  time  fi-om  the  field,  the 
store,  the  shop,  the  desk,  and  the  study,  to  witness  the 
placing  of  this  box  containing  evidences  of  the  county's 
past  history  and  of  the  progress  of  our  own  times;  and  upon 
almost  the  dawn  of  a  new  century,  we  of  the  old, 
"  Departing,  leave  behind  us, 
Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time." 

From  the  climatic  conditions  of  this  spot,  judging  from 
the  past,  the  material  of  which  this  structure  is  composed, 
the  extent  of  its  dimensions,  and  the  solidity  of  our  forms 
of  government,  it  is  within  the  range  of  probabilities  that 
neither  famine,  flame,  flood,  sword,  nor  increase  shall  raze 
its  walls  until  at  least  another  century  shall  have  rolled 
away.  Then  the  hands  of  posterity  shall  hold,  and  their 
eyes  rest  upon,  the  contents  of  this  box,  which  shall  be 
sacred  to  them,  and  shall  unfold  to  their  admiring  eyes  and 
minds  alert,  from  the  beautiful  penmanship  of  our  school 
children,  that  we  write,  not  in  hieroglyphics,  and  build 
mounds,  but  in  vertical  lines,  clear  and  legible,  and  build 
temples  of  justice;  from  the  long  list  of  churches  and  re- 
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ligious  deuominations,  that  we  worship,  not  idols  and  the 
sun,  but  the  only  living  and  inspiring  God;  from  the  list 
of  schools,  colleges,  and  gymnasiums,  factories  and  mills, 
stores  and  homes,  that  we  are  not  Philippinos,  but  Greeks 
in  learning  and  in  the  arts  and  manly  sports.  Then,  pass- 
ing the  whole  in  review,  they  shall  say,  "  Truly,  these,  our 
ancestors,  lived,  loved,  and  labored  for  home,  country,  God, 
and  truth." 

On  behalf  of  the  honorable  board  of  county  commission- 
ers, and  the  committee  from  the  bar,  composing  the  com- 
mittee for  this  function  whose  chairman  I  am,  I  now  present 
this  copper  box  and  its  contents  to  the  honorable  president 
judge  of  the  courts  of  our  county,  appropriately  selected 
by  them  to  place  it  in  the  niche  prepared  for  it  in  these 
walls,  covered  with  this  corner  -  stone,  where  it  shall  re- 
main in  security  for  many,  many  long  years  to  come,  and 
until  God's  plans  for  man's  purposes  shall  have  rolled  it 
away. 

—  On  receiving  the  copper  box,  nine  by  nine  by  eighteen 
inches  in  size,  with  its  contents  inclosed,  his  honor  J.  A.  Mc- 
Ilvaine,  P.  J.,  responded  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  and  Fellow-Citizens: 

If  the  building  the  corner-stone  of  which  is  soon  to  be 
laid  shall  serve  the  purpose  which  its  promoters  intend  it 
to  serve,  this  box  and  its  contents  will  probably  not  see 
the  light  of  day  for  a  hundred  years  to  come.  It  will  be 
opened  and  its  contents  examined  by  a  generation  who  will 
refer  to  us  as  their  forefathers,  as  we  now  refer  to  those 
who  one  hundred  years  ago  did  so  much  to  make  us  what 
we  are.  And  thus  it  ever  is  that  history  connects  the  past, 
the  present,  and  the  future.     No  man,  no  nation,  labors  and 
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builds  alone  for  the  present.  From  the  past  the  present 
has  received  a  rich  heritage;  to  the  future  it  owes  as  much. 
The  father  of  to-day  toils  and  labors,  plans  and  builds, 
not  only  for  himself,  but  that  his  children  may  inherit  fi-om 
him.  His  love  for  them  and  his  interest  in  their  future 
welfare  are  the  mainsprings  of  his  actions.  So  it  should 
be  with  a  nation,  a  state,  a  county,  a  community.  Their 
public  acts  should  be  rooted  in  patriotism,  and  they  should 
ever  have  before  them  the  welfare  of  future  generations. 
Every  public  county  building  should  be  built  honestly  and 
without  extravagance,  yet  it  should  be  built  not  only  for 
the  present  generation,  but  for  future  generations ;  and  when 
such  a  building  is  completed,  it  should  be  of  such  a  char- 
acter in  its  construction  and  appointments  as  to  stand  as 
a  prophecy  of  the  future  growth  and  increased  greatness 
of  the  county.  Such  a  building  we  think  we  will  have 
when  this  structure  is  completed. 

And  now,  before  the  corner-stone  is  laid,  let  me  express 
these  sentiments:  May  this  building  be  successfully  erected 
without  any  accident  or  injury  to  any  of  these  laborers, 
mechanics,  or  master  builders;  may  this  building,  when 
erected,  meet  our  highest  expectations,  be  an  honor  to  our 
county,  and  a  monument  to  the  enterprise  and  patriotism 
of  her  citizens;  and  lastly,  may  this  building,  so  long  as  it 
shall  stand,  be  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name  a  "  Temple 
of  Justice." 

—  Judge  Mcllvaine,  at  the  close  of  his  remarks,  delivered 
the  box  with  its  contents  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Yohe,  superintendent 
of  construction,  and  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  John  H. 
Murdoch  of  the  Washington  bar,  and  other  gentlemen  pres- 
ent, the  meeting  closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Moffat, 
D.  D.,  president  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  when 
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the  box  was  carried  by  Superintejjdent  Yohe  and  deposited  in 
a  receptacle  prepared  for  it  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
new  court-house. 

THE    CONTENTS    OF    THE    BOX. 

The  contents  of  the  box  as  thus  deposited,  collected  by 
Judge  Taylor,  on  the  part  of  the  court;  Mr.  J.  Murray  Clark, 
on  the  part  of  the  county  commissioners;  and  Mr.  Wiufield 
Mcllvaine,  on  the  part  of  the  Washington  Bar  Association  — 
were  as  follows: 

Photograph  of  Washington  Street  Railway  summer  car. 

View  and  history  of  Tyler  Tube  and  Pipe  Works. 

History  of  Canonsburg  Iron  and  Steel  Company. 

Catalogue  and  views  of  Trinity  Hall. 

College  Pandora  for  1899  and  copy  of  Washington  Jeffer- 
sonian. 

Engraving  of  Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor. 

Pamphlets,  "  Objects  and  Purposes  of  Tingooqua  Conclave, 
I.  O.  H.,"  and  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  order. 

Newspaper  notices  of  Col.  A.  L.  Hawkins  and  sons. 

Business  forms,  etc.,  furnished  by  A.  M.  Brown. 

Declaration  of  principles  of  Junior  Order  of  United  Amer- 
ican Mechanics. 

Card  of  F.  J.  Osterling,  architect. 

List  of  officers  of  board  of  health  of  Washington  borough. 

Histories  and  statements  of  banks,  national  and  private,  of 
Washington  County. 

Engraving  of  J.  L.  Patterson,  cashier  of  Burgettstown 
National  Bank. 

Specimens  of  Washington  County  petroleum  and  oil- 
bearing  sand,  furnished  by  Commissioner  Dunn. 

Photograph  and  obituary  notices  of  Hon.  A.  W.  Acheson. 

Photograph  and  obituary  notices  of  Hon.  George  S.  Hart. 

Directory  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington. 

History  of  Presbyterianism  in  Washington. 

Account  of  the  exercises  commemorating  fifty  years  pas- 
torate of  Dr.  J.  I.  Brownson. 


122  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND   BAR. 

Specimen  copy  of  the  court-house  and  jail  bonds  issued 
by  Washington  County. 

Photograph  of  Hon.  J.  A.  Mcllvaine. 

Photograph  of  William  Morrison,  contractor  of  masonry 
on  court-house  and  jail. 

Photograph  of  J.  M.  Yohe,  superintendent  of  construction 
of  court-house  and  jail. 

Photograph  of  O.  M.  Hartley,  Register. 

Photograph  of  W.  S.  Campbell,  Prothonotary. 

Photograph  of  John  W.  Hallam,  County  Treasurer. 

Photograph  of  Hon.  E.  F.  Acheson,  Congressman. 

List  of  Judges,  members  of  the  bar,  and  county  officers 
of  Washington  County. 

Copies  of  the  blanks  and  trial  lists,  furnished  by  Prothon- 
otary Campbell. 

Lists  of  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  of  Wash- 
ington and  surrounding  boroughs,  principally  in  the  vertical 
style  of  writing. 

Biographical  and  historical  catalogue  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  1889.     Annual  catalogues  of  same. 

Historical  sketch  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College. 

"  Pioneer  Education  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,"  address 
by  Dr.  J.  D.  Moffat. 

Pamphlet  —  Inauguration  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Moffat,  D.  D.,  as 
President  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College. 

Pamphlets  —  Semi-Centennial  Celebration  and  Catalogue 
of  Washington  Female  Seminary. 

List  of  the  manufacturers,  business  and  professional  men, 
and  residents  of  Washington  and  suburbs. 

History  of  Methodism  in  Washington. 

Copies  of  the  newspapers  published  in  Washington  County. 

Copy  of  Voters'  Guide. 

Proceedings  of  Washington  County  Centennial,  1881. 

Half-tone  portrait  of  Boyd  Crumrine. 

Paper  book  and  bill  in  equity,  furnished  by  Boyd  Crum- 
rine. 

Copies  of  Monongahela  Republican,  Washington  Reporter, 
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and  Washington  Review  and  Examiner,  printed  in  1867, 
taken  from  corner-stone  of  old  jail. 

List  of  churches  and  pastors  of  Washington. 

List  of  the  soldiers  in  the  Spanish  war  from  Washington 
County. 

List  of  all  the  contractors,  sub-contractors,  and  material 
men  connected  with  the  court-house  and  jail  buildings. 

Sketch  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  erection  of  the 
new  county  buildings,  prepared  by  Mr.  James  Q.  McGiffin,  late 
county  solicitor,  and  supplemented  by  Mr.  James  I.  Brown- 
son,  Jr.,  present  solicitor,  accompanied  with  minutes  of  the 
Bar  Association  relative  to  the  death  of  Mr.  McGiffin. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  Washington  Bar  Association. 

Picture  of  Admiral  Dewey. 

Specimens  of  canceled  United  States  War-Revenue  stamps, 
forms,  etc.,  from  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  National  Bank. 

Forms,  etc.,  from  the  First  National  Bank. 

Addresses  at  dedication  of  Washington  Female  Seminary 
building. 

Forms,  etc.,  from  Washington  Female  Seminary. 

Copies  of  the  "  Reporter  March  "  and  "  Tenth  Regiment 
March." 

History  of  the  Washington  Reporter. 

Pictures  of  United  States  war  -  vessels  engaged  in  the 
Spanish  war. 

Constitution  and  roll  of  members  of  Bricklayers'  Union, 
No.  11,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Statements,  forms,  etc.,  of  the  Dime  Savings  Institution 
and  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company. 

History,  description,  and  statistics  of  Charleroi. 

Photograph  of  Robert  McKeau. 

History,  forms,  etc.,  from  the  Washington  Cemetery 
Company. 

Letter-heads  and  seals  of  the  different  county  offices. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Washington  County  Medi- 
cal Society;  obituary  notices  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Le  Moyne  and 
Dr.  Wray  Grayson. 
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Photograph  of  Miss  Fannie  Kennedy,  Deputy  Register. 

Photograph  of  George  D.  Jenkins,  County  Surveyor. 

History  of  California  Borough. 

List  of  curators  of  the  Public  Library,  Washington, 
Pennsylvania. 

Piece  of  test-plate  from  the  iron  of  which  the  boilers 
in  the  jail  were  made,  stamped  on  one  side  with  the  names 
of  maker,  architect,  etc.,  on  the  other  with  names  of  some 
of  the  Washington  County  soldiers  at  Manila,  furnished  by 
M.  Eyan,  the  sub-contractor  for  boilers. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Medal  of  Honor  Legion. 


PETITION    AND    OKDEB    CHANGING    INSIDE    FINISH. 

On  August  15,  1899,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  J.  Murray  Clark, 
one  of  the  then  county  commissioners,  which  petition  and 
the  order  thereon  were  as  follows: 

To  THE  HONOKABLE  THE  JuDGES  OF   THE  COUET  AFORESAID: 

The  commissioners  of  the  county  beg  to  report  that  the 
work  of  constructing  the  new  court-house  and  jail  has  not 
progressed  as  rapidly  as  they  had  desired;  but  the  quality 
of  the  materials  furnished  and  the  character  of  the  work 
performed  have  been  so  satisfactory  that  they  are  indis- 
posed to  complain.  The  contractors  have  been  fairly  dili- 
gent, and  most  of  the  delay  has  been  unavoidable. 

The  jail,  except  in  a  few  particulars,  has  been  completed, 
and  the  prisoners  are  now  confined  therein.  For  solidity 
of  construction,  for  sanitary,  heating,  ventilating,  and  other 
arrangements,  and  for  appliances  for  the  easy  handling  and 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  prisoners  it  is  confidently  asserted 
that  it  is  not  surpassed  by  any  prison  in  Ohio  or  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  is  the  testimony  of  contractors,  architects,  and 
experts  from  other  localities,  and  of  many  hundreds  of  our 
own  citizens  as  well,  who  have  examined  the  structure. 

It  is  also  very  pleasant  to  report  that  as  the  work  on  the 
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court-house  progresses  it  has  become  the  subject  of  great 
admiration  by  many  persons.  Some  of  these,  including  a  num- 
ber of  representative  citizens  and  large  property  holders,  have 
suggested  to  the  commissioners  that,  as  the  exterior  is  so  un- 
expectedly attractive,  the  interior  should  certainly  be  finished 
in  corresponding  style.  To  this  end  it  has  been  urged  that 
the  original  plans  be  amended  and  altered,  so  that  marble 
floors  may  be  substituted  in  certain  halls  and  rooms  for 
those  that  were  designed  to  be  of  wood  or  other  material; 
that  portions  of  the  walls  may  be  wainscoted  with  Italian 
marble  of  first  quality,  and  that  a  finish  and  decoration  with 
stucco  work,  to  a  reasonable  extent,  may  be  added.  The  archi- 
tect has  approved  and  most  especially  urged  these  proposed 
improvements,  and  has  prepared  minute  plans  and  specifica- 
tions therefor,  which,  with  bids  on  the  same  by  prominent  and 
reputable  contractors,  are  hereto  appended.  The  lowest  and 
best  bid  so  received  for  the  marble  work  is  $44,421. 

The  general  contractors,  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  join  with 
the  architect  in  recommending  the  proposed  changes,  and 
have  proposed  to  abate  their  compensation  $8,850  if  the 
changes  be  made.  This  would  reduce  the  cost  of  the  marble 
work  to  $35,571.  Mr.  F.  Lingenfelser,  the  contractor  for  the 
plastering,  strongly  urges  the  addition  of  the  stucco  decora- 
tions, and  proposes  to  make  the  same  for  the  sum  of  $9,500, 
which  sum  the  architect  regards  as  very  reasonable. 

The  propositions  of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  and  of  Mr. 
Lingenfelser  are  hereto  appended.  From  these  and  the  low- 
est bid  for  the  marble  work,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proposed 
changes  and  additions  will  increase  the  cost  of  the  court- 
house $45,071. 

The  commissioners  having  thus  submitted  the  proposed 
amendments  to  and  the  alterations  of  the  original  plans, 
together  with  all  the  bids  and  propositions  thereon,  very 
respectfully  refer  the  whole  matter  to  this  Honorable  Court 
for  instruction  and  advice  in  regard  thereto. 

John  M.  Dunn. 
W.  G.  Shillito. 
J.  Murray  Clark. 
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Thereupon  the  court  entered  the  followiug  order: 
Now,  August  15,  1899,  the  foregoing  report  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  the  amended  plans,  specifications,  bids  of 
contractors,  and  other  matters  therewith  submitted,  having 
been  carefully  read  and  considered,  the  said  plans  and  specifi- 
cations are  approved;  and  the  commissioners  are  hereby 
advised,  requested,  and  empowered  to  let  contracts  in  accord- 
ance therewith  for  the  completion  of  all  the  marble  and 
stucco  work  involved;  provided,  however,  that  the  aggregate 
cost  thereof  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $45,071. 

By  the  Court. 

J.  A.  McIlvaine. 
J.  F.  Taylor. 

Whereupon,  contracts  were  let  and  changes  made  in  the 
inside  finish  accordingly.  Subsequently,  for  stone  in  the 
steps  and  platform  at  the  front  portico  granite  was  substi- 
tuted. 

For  a  more  detailed  history  of  the  proceedings  which  led 
to  the  erection  of  the  new  court-house  and  other  public  build- 
ings of  1900,  reference  is  made  to  the  carefully  prepared 
address  of  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  the  present  solicitor  of 
the  county,  delivered  as  a  part  of  the  dedication  exercises, 
farther  on  in  this  volume.  That  history  in  full,  however, 
will  be  found  in  detail  in  one  of  the  Dockets  of  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  set  apart  specially  for  the  purpose,  entitled 
"  County  Buildings  and  Grounds,  1897,"  in  which  is  recorded 
consecutively  in  the  order  of  date  all  the  petitions,  contracts, 
proceedings,  interlocutory  orders  and  decrees,  relating  to  the 
subject,  from  the  inception  to  the  end.  The  petitions  and 
exhibits,  and  the  orders,  opinions,  and  decrees  themselves,  are 
filed  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  at  No.  147,  February 
Term,  1897 ;  and  see  also  a  record  made  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  at  No.  205,  May  Term,  1898,  of  the  said  court. 


VIII. 
DESCRIPTION   OF   THE   NEW   COURT-HOUSE. 

A  FRONT  view  of  the  court-house,  as  it  stands  at  present, 
faces  this  page;  but  what  the  building  itself  is  in  detail,  out- 
side and  inside,  will  best  appear  by  a  descriptive  paper,  pre- 
pared with  extreme  accuracy  and  care  for  The  Washington 
Observer,  by  its  reporter,  Mr.  William  E.  McElroy  of  Phila- 
delphia (at  one  time  a  student  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania), and  published  in  its  issue  for  the  morning  of  November 
17,  1900,  the  day  of  the  dedication  exercises. 

It  may  be,  although  we  sincerely  hope  otherwise,  that  in 
time  to  come  carelessness  and  disregard  may  permit  the  walls, 
exterior  and  interior,  of  this  magnificent  building,  its  corri- 
dors, halls,  and  public  offices,  its  bronzed  stair-railings,  mar- 
ble stairways,  its  pilasters,  columns,  and  its  beautiful  dome, 
all  now  bright  and  yet  soft  in  white  and  pink  and  olive  and 
green  and  gold  —  for  the  soul  of  the  building  is  within  it  — 
to  become  dimmed  and  lusterless  in  line  and  color.  For  this 
reason,  and  that,  so  far  as  printed  language  may  avail,  some 
conception  may  be  preserved  of  the  whole  structure  in  the 
harmony  of  its  appearance  to-day,  in  its  grace  of  form  and 
beauty  of  color,  we  here  present  this  descriptive  paper  sub- 
stantially as  originally  printed: 


The  Washington  County  court-house  is  constructed  in  the 
Italian  renaissance  style  of  architecture,  and  has  a  frontage 
on  Main  Street  of  one  hundred  and  eighty -eight  feet,  by  a 
depth  of  one  hundred  and  eight  feet;  its  height  fi-om  the 
pavement  to  the  top  of  the  dome  being  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet.  It  is  constructed  of  Columbia  sandstone  from  Cleve- 
127 
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land,  South  Carolina  granite,  iron  and  steel,  brick  and  cement ; 
is  entirely  fire-proof  and  contains  fifty-four  rooms. 

The  main  building  extends  one  hundred  and  eight  feet 
from  east  to  west  —  through  the  vestibules,  the  area  under 
the  dome,  and  the  semi-rotunda  in  the  rear.  From  the  north 
and  south  sides  of  the  area  extend  the  two  main  wings,  which 
contain  the  principal  court-rooms  on  the  second  floor.  In  the 
northeast,  northwest,  southeast,  and  southwest  corners,  between 
the  main  building  and  the  main  wings,  are  the  secondary 
wings,  which  contain  the  county  departments  in  the  basement 
and  first  floor,  and  the  offices  of  the  court  officials  on  the 
second  floor. 

The  main  feature  of  the  entire  building,  and  the  key  which 
practically  controls  the  entire  plan,  is  the  location  of  the  court- 
rooms. This  idea  has  been  taken  from  the  court  buildings  of 
the  Old  World,  the  capitol  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  elsewhere  throughout  the  United  States,  and  has  been 
adopted  as  the  modern  court-house  arrangement  by  archi- 
tects of  world-wide  reputation. 

Between  two  massive  square  and  deeply  paneled  sand- 
stone pillars,  which  stand  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  Main 
Street  sidewalk,  immediately  in  front  of  the  center  of  the 
building,  rises  a  flight  of  eight  granite  steps. 

The  pillars  are  each  surmounted  by  a  sphere,  and  orna- 
mented with  four  handsome  bronze  bracket  lamps  which 
project  fi'om  the  sides.  These  granite  steps  lead  to  a  semi- 
circular platform  of  granite  forty-four  feet  long  by  twenty-four 
feet  wide,  which  forms  the  pavement  under  the  portico  and 
extends  to  the  main  entrances  of  the  building. 

The  upper  edge  of  this  beautiful  semicircular  portico 
is  adorned  with  a  balustrade,  beneath  which  is  a  heavy 
cornice  ornamented  with  corbels,  and  a  plain  frontal  sup- 
ported by  four  massive  monolith  sandstone  columns  thirty-six 
feet  high,  resting  on  granite  bases,  and  finished  with  chaste 
Scamozzi  capitals. 

Beneath  the  portico  three  handsomely  arched  doorways 
with  elaborately  carved  lintels,  between  which  swing  massive 
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Honduras  mahogany  doors,  give  entrance  to  a  marble-lined 
vestibule,  within  which  another  pair  of  doors,  leatlier-covered 
and  studded  with  brass,  lead  into  a  second  vestibule,  also 
marble-lined.  From  this  second  vestibule  the  main  corridor, 
which  surrounds  the  central  area  under  the  dome,  is  reached. 

The  central  part  of  the  front  of  the  building,  which  con- 
tains the  main  entrances,  is  seventy-four  feet  high,  and  pro- 
jects six  feet  from  the  remainder  of  the  structure.  Rising 
above  the  portico  it  is  surmounted  by  an  elaborately  molded 
entablature,  having  in  its  center  a  rose  window  of  colored 
art  glass.  On  either  side  are  square  buttresses,  on  whose 
summits  rest  two  allegorical  terra -cotta  groups  of  heroic 
size,  representing  "Justice"  and  "Liberty,"  forming  an 
admirable  support  for  the  entablature  in  the  center. 

Those  portions  of  the  front  which  adjoin  the  buttresses, 
and  which  are  composed  of  the  secondary  wings  of  the  build- 
ing, are  slightly  in  recess.  They  are  heavily  paneled,  and 
finished  with  a  handsome  corbeled  cornice,  surmounted  by 
an  elaborate  balustraded  railing. 

The  north  and  south  corners  of  the  building  project  to 
a  line  with  the  central  portion,  and  on  the  front  sides  are 
surmounted  by  finely  molded  entablatures,  which  rest  on 
two  thirty-six-foot  pilasters,  inside  of  which  are  columns 
of  the  same  size,  ornamented  with  Scamozzi  capitals,  while 
the  upper  edge  of  the  northern  and  southern  sides  sup- 
ports a  carved  sandstone  balustraded  railing. 

The  two  main  wings,  in  which  are  located  the  two  prin- 
cipal court-rooms,  extend  north  and  south  seventy  feet  from 
the  main  building,  facing  Beau  Street  and  Cherry  Avenue. 
On  the  Beau  Street  side  a  handsome  doorway,  with  heavy 
sandstone  lintels  and  massive  mahogany  doors,  leads  into 
the  basement  through  a  vestibule  lined  with  Italian  marble, 
having  heavy  leather  brass-studded  doors.  Artistic  bronze 
lamps  project  from  either  side.  This  doorway  is  surmounted 
by  a  balcony,  along  the  front  edge  of  which  runs  an  ornate 
stone  railing.  From  this  balcony  spring  four  thirty-six-foot 
monolith  columns  with  Scamozzi  capitals,  which  at  the  top 
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of  the  second  story  support  a  heavily  carved  cornice  adorned 
with  corbels.  Above  the  cornice  rises  a  superb  frontal  sur- 
mounted by  an  elaborately  carved  and  molded  entablature. 

The  south  main  wing  is  approached  from  Cherry  Avenue 
by  a  flight  of  seventeen  granite  steps,  which  rise  between 
two  massive  sandstone  pillars  adorned  with  bronze  lamps 
similar  to  those  in  front  of  the  main  entrance. 

These  steps  lead  up  to  a  magnificently  carved  doorway 
having  heavy  mahogany  doors,  which  give  entrance  to  the 
first  floor  through  a  lofty  vestibule  lined  with  Italian  marble, 
having  an  inner  pair  of  doors  covered  with  leather  and  brass- 
studded.  The  front  of  this  wing  is  also  adorned  with  foui' 
monolith  columns  with  Scamozzi  capitals,  a  superb  frontal, 
and  elaborate  entablature. 

The  secondary  wings  on  the  northwestern  and  southwest- 
ern corners  fji'oject  ten  feet  on  the  western  side,  and  between 
them  rises  the  semi-rotuuda-shaped  rear  of  the  main  build- 
ing, which  extends  thirteen  feet  beyond  the  wings.  The  en- 
tire rear  is  constructed  of  heavily  paneled  sandstone,  finished 
at  the  edge  of  the  roof  with  a  deep  corbel-ornamented  cornice 
surmounted  by  a  handsome  balustraded  railing.  The  roof 
is  entirely  composed  of  red  Japanese  tiling,  with  heavily 
leaded  gutters. 

The  central  part  of  the  main  building,  between  the  vesti- 
bules, the  semi  -  rotunda  in  the  rear,  and  the  two  wings, 
is  seventy  feet  square.  On  the  outside  corners  of  its  walls, 
rising  above  the  roof  of  the  building,  are  four  highly  orna- 
mental cupolas  twenty-five  feet  high,  whose  terra-cotta  domes 
rest  on  sandstone  Ionic  columns.  Within  these  four  cupolas 
rises  the  base  of  the  dome  thirty-two  feet  above  the  roof. 
It  is  graced  with  an  elaborately  decorated  cornice,  and  con- 
tains twelve  windows.  Above  this  cornice  the  dome  itself 
springs  to  a  height  of  twenty-eight  feet.  It  is  divided  into 
twelve  segments,  between  which  gleam  I'ose  and  paneled 
skylights  of  art  glass.  From  the  summit  of  the  dome  rises 
a  cupola  sixteen  feet  high,  on  the  top  of  which  rests  a  heroic 
statue  of  George  Washington  eighteen  feet  in  height.     The 
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material  of  which  the  dome  and  its  accessories  are  con- 
structed is  composed  entirely  of  terra -cotta,  and  it  rises 
six  feet  above  the  inner  dome  which  overhangs  the  area  in 
the  center  of  the  building.  From  the  floor  of  the  third  cor- 
ridor to  the  top  of  the  statue  the  distance  is  ninety-four 
feet,  and  it  is  just  two  hundred  and  five  feet  above  the 
pavement  of  the  basement  beneath. 

The  court-house  is  furnished  with  every  convenience  neces- 
sary for  the  comfort  of  those  either  employed  or  having  busi- 
ness within  its  portals. 

Aside  from  the  main  stairway,  it  is  provided  with  a  large 
hydraulic  passenger-elevator,  which  is  situated  to  the  right 
as  one  enters  the  front  of  the  building,  and  i-uns  from  the 
basement  to  the  third  floor.  It  is  provided  with  a  very 
handsome  and  ornate  car  composed  of  antique  bronze.  In 
the  northeast  and  southeast  corners  of  the  building  are 
located  flights  of  iron  and  marble  stairs,  which  lead  fi-om 
the  basement  to  the  second  floor;  while  on  the  western  side 
two  additional  flights  lead  from  the  second  to  the  third 
floor,  on  each  side  of  the  Orphans'  Court  room.  In  the 
basement  on  each  side  of  the  room  devoted  to  public  meet- 
ings are  situated  two  large  and  commodious  toilet-rooms, 
one  for  the  public  and  the  other  for  the  court-house  em- 
ployees. The  walls  of  these  rooms  are  lined  with  Italian 
marble,  and  the  plumbing  is  the  best  that  can  be  had  in 
the  country. 

In  other  portions  of  the  building  private  toilet-rooms  are 
provided,  which  are  finished  in  the  same  rich  and  complete 
manner. 

The  court-house  will  be  heated  with  hot  air,  and  the 
facilities  for  doing  so  are  of  the  most  complete  description. 
Immense  galvanized  iron  ducts  extend  under  the  floors,  over 
the  ceilings,  and  throughout  the  walls  of  every  room  and 
corridor  in  the  building.  They  all  center  in  the  sub-basement, 
which  is  located  in  the  rear  of  the  building,  immediately  be- 
neath the  "  People's  Meeting  Room  "  in  the  basement.    Here 


132  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND   BAR. 

is  placed  the  machinery  which  warms  the  entire  building, 
and  entrance  can  only  be  obtained  to  it  through  a  tunnel 
under  the  grass  plot  back  of  the  building,  seventy-five  feet 
long,  which  opens  into  the  engine-room  of  the  county  jail. 

In  this  sub-basement  are  located  two  immense  Sturtevant 
fans,  ten  feet  in  diameter,  which  are  driven  by  two  fifty-three 
horse-power  engines.  These  fans  draw  the  cold  air  from 
the  outside  of  the  building  and  force  it  through  tempering 
coils  of  one-inch  pipe  filled  with  live  steam.  After  pass- 
ing through  these  coils,  which  contain  15,650  feet  of  pipe, 
7,825  feet  to  each  fan,  the  air,  now  very  hot,  is  received 
by  two  immense  galvanized  iron  main  ducts,  each  one  nine 
feet  long  by  thirty  inches  wide,  and  by  them  distributed 
throughout  the  walls  and  floors  of  the  building,  eventually 
entering  and  warming  the  different  rooms. 

In  addition  to  these  two  mammoth  fans,  there  are  situated 
on  the  top  of  the  main  building,  under  the  base  of  the  dome, 
two  other  Sturtevant  fans  seven  feet  in  diameter.  The  prov- 
ince of  these  fans  is  to  draw  all  the  foul  air  from  the  differ- 
ent rooms,  thus  insuring  perfect  ventilation. 

The  court-house  will  be  lighted  exclusively  by  electricity, 
and  has  been  wired  in  the  most  complete  manner.  The  cur- 
rent at  present  will  be  obtained  from  the  local  lighting  com- 
pany; later,  however,  two  dynamos  will  be  placed  in  a  room 
adjoining  the  engine-room  in  the  basement  of  the  county 
jail,  in  which  is  now  located  the  hydraulic  machinery  which 
runs  the  court-house  elevator. 


The  principal  entrance  to  the  court-house  is  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  building,  facing  Main  Street,  under  the  imposing 
portico  which  adds  much  stateliness  to  its  appearance. 

Three  doorways,  the  center  one  being  the  largest,  adorned 
with  elaborately  cut-stone  cornices  and  frontals,  and  hung 
with  massive  hand-carved  mahogany  doors,  lead  into  a  vesti- 
bule  lined  with  Italian   marble   forty  feet  in  width,   whose 
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arched  roof  rises  twenty  feet  above  the  white  marble  floor 
below. 

Inside  this  vestibule  a  second  one  is  entered,  also  white 
marble  lined,  and  having  its  ceiling  studded  with  ornamental 
and  highly  colored  rose  foils,  from  the  interior  of  each 
of  which  an  electric  light  gleams.' 

The  main  corridor  is  now  reached,  and  a  sight  breaks 
upon  the  eye  of  the  visitor  which  can  scarcely  be  equaled 
in  this  country.  Before  him  rises  a  graceful  stairway;  on 
either  side  stretch  away  vistas  of  Italian  marble  corridors; 
while  above  him,  supported  by  twelve  immense  pilasters, 
interspersed  with  Roman  arches,  hangs  the  majestic  dome, 
with  its  jeweled  art  glass  and  frescoes  in  colors  and  gold. 

When  one  stands  here  in  the  subdued  light  of  the  dome, 
mellowed  and  tempered  as  it  falls  from  above;  when  he  ex- 
amines the  exquisite  finish  of  his  surroundings  —  the  brass- 
work,  the  bronze,  the  gleaming  stretches  of  marble,  together 
with  the  brilliant  colors,  and  the  gold,  which  seem  to  warm 
all  into  life  —  he  cannot  but  feel  proud  that  Washington 
County  is  the  owner  of  a  building  unsurpassed  in  any  other 
country  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  base  of  the  dome,  forty  feet  in  diameter,  rests  on 
the  massive  Corinthian  capitals  of  twelve  immense  pilasters, 
which  rise  from  the  basement  to  the  rotunda  on  the  third 
floor.  These  pilasters  are  composed  of  white  Italian  marble 
on  the  first  floor,  and  of  Siena  marble  between  the  second 
and  third.  Their  capitals  are  gorgeously  frescoed  with  bright 
colors  and  gold.  From  these  capitals  spring  twelve  Koman 
arches  on  the  third  floor,  forming  the  rotunda,  whose  outer 

'  On  the  right-hand  wall,  as  one  enters  this  second  vestibule,  is  in- 
serted a  bronze  mural  tablet,  thirty-three  inches  high  and  twenty-four 
inches  wide,  containing  a  bas-relief  portrait  of  Colonel  A.  L.  Hawkins, 
who  died  July  18,  1899,  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  when  returning  with  his 
regiment,  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  from  the  Philippine  war. 
Our  haif-tone  illustration  does  not  sufficiently  show  the  contrast  of  color 
between  the  bronze  memorial  and  the  veined  white  marble  surround- 
ing it. 
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faces  are  richly  gilded.  Above  these  Roman  arches,  and 
from  each  corner  of  the  area,  spring  four  other  arches,  each 
with  a  span  of  forty  feet.  The  fa9ades  of  these  arches  are 
richly  frescoed  in  colors  in  the  renaissance  style,  on  a  back- 
ground of  pure  gold  leaf,  and  have  a  large  rose  medallion 
in  their  center,  which  is  also  richly  decorated.  From  the 
top  of  these  four  arches,  which  form  its  base,  springs  the 
dome,  sixty-four  feet  in  height  fi-om  the  third  floor.  The  dome 
is  very  richly  frescoed,  and  is  divided  into  twelve  sections 
of  brilliantly  colored  art  glass,  which  terminate  in  a  rose 
skylight  in  the  center.  It  is  one  of  the  handsomest  pieces 
of  work  in  this  country,  and  presents  a  brilliant  appearance 
at  night  when  illuminated. 

Looking  down  to  the  first  floor  from  the  rotunda  the  sight 
is  one  of  unrivaled  beauty;  the  massive  pilasters,  with  their 
varied  marbles  and  gorgeous  capitals;  the  rich  bronze  balus- 
trades, marking  the  lines  of  the  different  floors;  the  rich  col- 
oring of  the  frescoes;  and  the  grand  stairway  winding  down 
through  the  center  of  the  area — all  form  a  harmonious  whole. 

The  grand  stairway  is  a  unique  feature  of  the  building. 
It  rises  from  the  first  floor  from  three  different  directions — the 
east,  the  north,  and  the  south.  Each  flight  is  twelve  feet 
wide,  and  consists  of  sixteen  steps.  These  three  flights  meet 
midway  between  the  first  and  second  floors,  ending  on  a  broad 
platform,  twelve  feet  wide  and  twenty-six  feet  long.  From 
each  side  of  this  platform  two  more  flights  of  sixteen  steps 
ascend,  one  toward  the  northern,  the  other  toward  the  southern 
wings  of  the  building,  and  reach  the  second  floor  immediately 
in  front  of  the  two  principal  court-rooms.  Another  flight  also 
descends  from  the  first  floor  to  the  basement. 

The  framework  of  this  stairway  is  composed  of  bronzed 
iron,  and  the  steps  are  of  white  marble.  The  balustrades  and 
railings  are  massive,  and  of  elaborate  design,  ending  on  the 
platform  in  four  richly  ornamented  newel-posts,  which  stand 
at  its  corners. 

Rising  above  the  top  of  each  newel-post  is  an  artistically 
designed  electric  standard  seven  feet  in  height,  composed  of 


FROM    FIRST    FLOOR,    LEFT    OF    MAIN    STAIRWAY. 
[Half-tone  by  the  Chasmar-Wiiifhell  Press,  New  York,  from  photograph  by  Hallam:" 
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antique  bronze  matching  the  stairway,  and  upholding  twelve 
electric  lusters. 

Descending  the  stairway  from  the  first  floor  of  the  build- 
ing the  basement  is  reached,  where  a  number  of  the  county 
departments  are  situated,  occupying  the  north,  west,  and  south 
sides;  the  east  side  being  furnished  with  rooms,  which  will 
principally  be  used  for  storage  purposes. 

The  walls  in  the  basement  are  sand-finished,  and  tinted  an 
olive-yellow  in  graduating  shades  from  the  surbase,  growing 
lighter  as  they  reach  the  ceiling.  They  are  ornamented  with 
a  graceful  Grecian  border  in  gold,  and  the  woodwork  is  all 
composed  of  antique  oak. 

In  the  northeast  corner  is  situated  the  coroner's  and  sur- 
veyor's office,  immediately  adjoining  which  is  that  of  the 
building  superintendent.  The  county  superintendent's  office 
occupies  the  entire  northwest  corner,  and  he  is  also  provided 
with  a  comfortable  private  ofiice. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  building,  and  immediately  below 
the  treasurer's  office,  is  a  large  room,  semicircular  in  form, 
which  will  be  used  as  a  public  meeting-room.  It  is  provided 
with  two  handsome  entrances,  and  will  accommodate  about 
five  hiindred  people.  On  either  side  of  this  room  are  two 
public  toilet-rooms,  deeply  wainscoted  with  white  marble. 
The  auditors'  quarters  are  located  in  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  structure,  are  handsomely  finished  and  provided  with 
every  convenience.  Along  the  east  side  of  the  basement  are 
four  large  rooms,  provided  with  vaults,  which  will  be  used  for 
storing  the  county  records  and  other  important  papers. 

Three  corridors  extend  around  the  forty-foot  square  area 
in  the  center  of  the  building,  corresponding  to  the  different 
floors,  and  each  one  is  finished  in  a  style  distinctively  its  own. 
The  one  on  the  first  floor  is  twelve  feet  wide  and  twenty  feet 
high.  Its  walls  are  composed  of  Italian  marble,  and  its 
highly  frescoed  and  vaulted  ceiling  is  studded  with  electric 
lights,  which  gleam  from  richly  decorated  rose  foils.     Doors 
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on  one  side  of  this  corridor  give  entrance  to  the  different 
county  departments,  while  the  other  is  open  to  the  area  under 
the  dome. 

In  both  wings  of  the  building,  and  in  the  rear  of  the 
grand  stairway,  on  the  first  floor,  are  situated  the  convenient 
quarters  occupied  by  the  principal  county  departments,  open- 
ing out  upon  the  corridor. 

The  walls  of  these  departments  are  sand-finished,  and 
colored  a  medium  green,  which  graduates  into  a  much  lighter 
shade  on  the  ceiling.  They  are  ornamented  with  a  red  and 
gold  egg  border,  and  are  finished  with  a  broad  piece  of  Italian 
marble  at  their  base.  The  floor  is  laid  in  white  marble,  and 
all  the  doors  and  other  woodwork  are  composed  of  heavy 
antique  oak,  while  light  is  supplied  by  many  handsome  old 
brass  and  silver-gilt  electroliers  in  the  ceiling,  each  of  which 
contains  a  cluster  of  three  incandescent  globes. 

On  the  immediate  right  of  the  main  entrance,  and  occupy- 
ing the  northeast  corner  of  the  building,  is  situated  the  pro- 
thonotary's  office.  This  room  is  supplied  with  handsome 
counters,  the  most  approved  filing  racks,  desks,  and  a 
capacious  vault.  The  furniture  is  composed  entirely  of  iron, 
painted  a  dark  green  color,  picked  out  with  gold,  the  desks 
and  counters,  however,  being  supplied  with  antique  oaken 
tops. 

Next  to  this  room  is  that  occupied  by  the  clerk  of  the 
coui'ts,  whose  windows  look  out  on  Beau  Street.  This  is  also 
handsomely  fitted  up  with  counters  and  desks  of  the  same 
fire-proof  material. 

In  the  northwest  corner  the  county  commissioners  have 
their  quarters,  which  consist  of  one  large  room  and  four 
smaller  committee  rooms,  from  which  a  spiral  iron  stairway 
leads  down  to  a  large  transcribing  room,  immediately  below 
in  the  basement.  The  furnishings  are  of  the  same  inde- 
structible character. 

Immediately  back  of  the  main  stairway  on  the  west  side  of 
the  building,  and  occupying  a  large  semicircular  room,  is  the 
office  of  the  county   treasurer  and  his  private  retiring  room. 
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A  handsome  carved  antique  oak  doorway  leads  into  this  room, 
which  is  divided  through  its  center  by  a  counter  composed  of 
solid  brick,  faced  with  iron,  and  ornamented  with  a  gold  and 
green  design,  which  supports  an  elaborate  railing  of  antique 
.bronze.  In  the  rear  is  an  immense  fire  and  burglar  proof 
vault.     As  in  the  other  rooms,  the  furniture  is  of  iron. 

Adjoining  the  treasury  department  on  the  south  are  the 
sheriff's  quarters,  a  large,  well-furnished  room,  containing  a 
large  vault  and  a  snug  private  office.  From  the  main  room  an 
iron  circular  stairway  leads  down  to  a  large  room  in  the  base- 
ment immediately  beneath,  containing  an  immense  fire-proof 
vault,  where  articles  levied  upon  will  be  securely  kept.  This 
room  will  be  used  for  the  holding  of  sheriff's  sales,  and  also 
by  the  Jury  commissioners  in  the  drawing  of  jurors. 

In  the  southwest  corner  are  situated  the  main  and  private 
offices  of  the  county  register,  which  are  large,  commodious, 
and  handsomely  furnished. 

To  the  left  of  the  main  entrance,  and  in  the  southeastern 
corner  of  the  building,  are  the  large  and  well-appointed  offices 
of  the  county  recorder,  which  are  supplied  with  every  conve- 
nience in  the  shape  of  counters,  desks,  and  filing-racks,  all  of 
a  solid  and  indestructible  character. 

The  corridor  on  the  second  floor  is  twelve  feet  wide  and 
eighteen  feet  high,  its  walls  being  wainscoted  one-half  their 
height  with  a  delicate  shade  of  Siena  marble,  ornamented 
with  pilasters,  while  the  coloring  of  the  remainder  and  the 
ceiling  is  of  a  warm  shade  of  yellow.  The  ceiling  is  paneled 
in  square  sections,  in  contrast  to  the  arch-shaped  ones  of  the 
first  and  third  floors,  each  section  containing  four  rose  foils 
holding  electric  lights,  and  is  beautifully  decorated  in  fresco. 
The  railing  between  the  massive  pilasters,  which  runs  around 
the  edge  of  the  central  arena,  is  composed  of  handsome  and 
elaborately  molded  balustrades  of  bronzed  iron,  in  the  form  of 
miniature  columns.  From  this  corridor,  in  the  center  of  both 
its  northern  and  southern  sides,  massive  and  intricately  carved 
doorways  of  antique  oak  lead  into  the  two  principal  court- 
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rooms,  which  occupy  the  north  and  south  wings  of  the  build- 
ing. 

The  color  scheme  of  the  rooms  in  the  northern  wing  of  the 
building  on  this  floor  is  red  and  yellow,  with  all  the  plaster 
enrichments  picked  out  in  green,  red,  and  gold;  that  of  the 
southern  wing  is  green,  yellow,  and  gold.  The  surbases  are 
all  composed  of  Alps  green  marble  and  the  woodwork  of 
antique  oak. 

Passing  through  the  ponderous  carved  doors  on  the  north 
side,  so  perfectly  balanced  that  they  yield  to  the  lightest 
touch,  one  enters  court-room  No.  1,  where  Judge  J.  A.  Mc- 
Ilvaine  will  preside.  The  first  impression  is  one  of  loftiness 
and  grandeur,  which  rather  increases  than  diminishes  after  the 
first  view.  The  woodwork,  which  lends  a  touch  of  impressive- 
ness  to  the  apartment,  is  composed  of  heavy  dark  Flemish  oak, 
and  harmonizes  perfectly  with  the  rich  mingled  coloring  in  reds, 
yellows,  and  gold.     The  architecture  is  distinctively  Grecian. 

This  apartment  is  sixty  feet  long,  forty  feet  wide,  and  its 
ceiling  rises  thirty -two  feet  above  the  white  marble  floor 
below.  A  surbase  of  Alps  green  marble  runs  around  the  foot 
of  the  walls,  above  which  is  a  three-foot  dado  of  red  Numidian 
marble.  Extending  above  this  dado,  and  one-third  tlie  height 
of  the  walls,  is  an  elaborately  paneled  and  carved  wainscoting 
of  solid  Flemish  oak,  which  is  surmounted  with  a  massive 
hand-carved  cornice  of  the  same  material.  Above  the  wain- 
scoting, the  walls  are  sand-finished  and  paneled  in  red  and 
yellow  pilasters  between  the  six  windows,  which  light  the 
room  on  the  east  and  west  sides.  The  space  above  these 
windows  is  occupied  by  handsome  rectangular  transoms  filled 
with  colored  art  glass,  separated  from  each  other  by  the 
gorgeously  coloi-ed  Corinthian  capitals  of  the  pilasters.  A 
deep  cornice  ornamented  with  corbels  connects  the  walls  with 
the  ceiling.  The  north  and  south  walls  are  sand-finished  in 
solid  red  with  graceful  renaissance  borders.  Running  around 
the  four  sides  of  the  ceiling  is  a  deep  panel  inclosing  fifty 
highly  colored  and  gilded  rose  foils,  the  center  of  each  hold- 
ing an  incandescent  light.     In  the  center  of  the  ceiling  is  an 


NORTHEAST    COENEK,    FROM    FIRST    PLATFORM. 
[Half-tone  by  the  Cliasniar-Wiiiuliell  Press,  New  Yorl;.] 


DESCRIPTION   OF   THE   NEW  COURT-HOUSE.  139 

immense  circular  panel  which  surrounds  an  artistically  de- 
signed and  colored  skylight,  composed  of  eight  circular 
sections  grouped  around  a  central  one.  On  either  side  of  this 
central  panel,  which  has  an  inner  circle  of  sixteen  electric 
lights,  and  extending  across  the  ceiling,  are  two  handsome 
rectangular  ones,  richly  ornamented.  The  colors  used  in  the 
decoration  of  the  ceiling  are  very  rich,  yet  so  harmoniously 
blended  that  the  general  effect  is  a  most  pleasing  one. 

Aside  from  the  fifty  incandescent  lights  and  the  circle  of 
sixteen  in  the  ceiling,  the  apartment  is  illuminated  by  sixteen 
handsome  silver  and  old  brass  brackets,  which  extend  out 
from  the  heavy  wainscoting  and  hold  three  globes  each,  one 
bracket  beneath  the  base  of  each  pilaster,  and  one  on  either 
side  of  the  entrance. 

The  bar,  whose  floor  is  laid  with  varicolored  vulcanized 
rubber  tiles,  is  partitioned  off  from  the  rest  of  the  room  by  a 
heavy  railing  of  Flemish  oak,  ornamented  with  elaborately 
carved  balustrades,  which  extend  across  the  center  of  the 
apartment.  Railings  of  like  character  also  inclose  the  desk 
of  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  the  seats  of  the  jury.  The 
judge's  bench  is  plain,  elegant,  and  massive,  graced  on  either 
side  with  an  antique  bronze  electric  standard  holding  three 
incandescent  lusters. 

Across  the  north  end  of  the  room  and  back  of  the  judge's 
bench  extends  a  most  elaborate  piece  of  cabinet-work,  in  the 
form  of  a  screen,  rising  in  the  center  nearly  to  the  ceiling,  and 
composed,  like  the  rest,  entirely  of  dull-polished  Flemish  oak. 
The  central  part  is  composed  of  a  large  panel  with  an  arched 
top,  on  each  side  of  which  rise  two  fluted  columns,  whose 
handsome  Corinthian  capitals  support  an  imposing  entabla- 
ture, magnificently  carved.  Handsome  entablatures,  smaller 
in  size,  cap  the  windows  on  each  side  of  the  bench,  and  the 
intervening  spaces  are  artistically  paneled  and  carved.  The 
effect  produced  by  this  piece  of  work  lends  a  grace  and  dig- 
nity which  thoroughly  harmonizes  with  the  blended  colors  and 
rich  molding  of  the  apartment,  and  stamps  it  as  the  conception 
of  a  master  mind. 
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Court-room  No.  2,  in  which  Judge  J.  F.  Taylor  will  pre- 
side, occupies  the  southern  wing  of  the  building,  directly 
opposite  court-room  No.  1.  The  decorations  and  molding 
in  this  room  are  identical  with  those  of  No.  1,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  green  is  the  prevailing  color  used,  instead  of  red, 
and  the  woodwork  is  composed  of  solid  polished  Honduras 
mahogany. 

A  handsome  antique  oak  door  in  the  middle  of  the  west 
corridor  leads  into  court-room  No.  3,  which  will  be  used  as 
the  Orphans'  Court.  This  court-room  is  semicircular  in 
shape,  and  is  forty -four  feet  wide,  thirty-five  feet  long,  and 
eighteen  feet  high.  The  walls  are  surbased  in  Alps  green 
marble,  above  which  is  a  three-foot  dado  of  Siena  marble. 
From  this  to  the  ceiling  they  are  sand-finished,  the  color 
scheme  being  old  blue,  yellow,  and  gold,  with  the  decorations 
in  the  renaissance  style.  The  ceiling  is  of  an  olive-yellow 
shade,  divided  into  eight  longitudinal  panels,  from  which  pro- 
ject twelve  old  brass  and  silver  electroliers,  each  holding 
three  incandescent  lights,  while  projecting  from  the  walls  are 
six  brackets,  three  on  each  side  holding  two  electric  lights 
apiece.  The  woodwork  is  composed  entirely  of  polished  Hon- 
duras mahogany. 

The  room  is  divided  across  the  middle  by  a  heavy  and 
richly  carved  mahogany  railing,  inclosing  the  bar,  which  is 
laid  with  different  colored  vulcanized  rubber  tiles. 

The  judge's  bench  is  composed  of  the  same  beautiful  wood, 
and  immediately  in  its  rear  rises  a  handsome  piece  of  cabinet- 
work carved  in  the  Romanesque  style  of  architecture.  The 
center  is  occupied  by  an  alcove,  on  each  side  of  which  rise 
fluted  columns,  supporting  a  finely  carved  frontal. 

These  three  court-rooms,  in  beauty  of  design,  fineness  of 
finish,  delicacy  of  color,  and  completeness  of  detail,  stand  the 
equal  of  any  of  similar  size  elsewhere  throughout  the  country. 

On  each  side  of  the  two  court-rooms,  corridors  lead  from 
the  main  one,  on  which  open  rooms  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  court  officials,  members  of  the  jui'y,  attorneys  and  their 
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clients.  The  entrances  to  these  corridors  are  furnished  with 
leather-covered  swinging  doors  studded  with  brass. 

In  the  northeast  corridor  is  situated  the  office  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  which  is  twenty-two  feet  long  and  seventeen 
feet  wide.  The  walls  are  colored  in  golden  tones,  and  it  is 
provided  with  a  handsome  fireplace  of  red  Numidian  marble, 
having  a  carved  antique  oak  mantel. 

The  next  room  is  one  devoted  to  the  use  of  witnesses,  and 
is  also  handsomely  decorated. 

In  the  northeast  corner  is  located  the  chamber  of  Judge 
J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  which  is  exceedingly  handsome.  The  walls 
are  heavily  wainscoted  in  mahogany  panels  four  feet  above 
the  floor,  and  thence  to  the  ceiling  are  covered  with  bur- 
lap decorated  in  tapestry  ornaments,  after  the  renaissance 
style,  in  green  and  russet.  The  ceiling  is  colored  an  olive- 
yellow,  with  an  egg  cornice  around  its  edges,  picked  out  in 
green  and  gold,  and  has  a  handsome  antique  brass  chandelier 
depending  from  its  center,  holding  five  lusters.  The  doors 
and  window  frames  are  of  solid  mahogany,  surmounted  by 
elaborately  carved  consoles.  On  the  west  side  of  the  room 
is  an  elaborate  fireplace  of  verd-antique  marble,  having  a 
handsome  mahogany  mantel  resting  on  two  fluted  Corinthian 
columns. 

The  first  two  rooms  in  the  northwest  corridor  are  desig- 
nated as  jury-rooms  No.  1  and  No.  2,  and  in  the  northwest 
corner  is  situated  the  grand-jury  room,  which  is  twenty-two 
feet  long  by  twenty  feet  wide,  and  provided  with  an  anteroom. 

The  prisoners'  room  is  the  first  in  the  southwest  corridor, 
which  is  followed  by  a  handsome  marble-lined  toilet-room  and 
jury-rooms  No.  3  and  No.  4,  while  the  room  corresponding 
to  the  anteroom  of  the  grand  jury  is  devoted  to  the  use  of 
the  court  crier  and  tipstaves. 

A  convenient  lawyers'  waiting-room,  having  a  handsome 
red  Numidian  marble  fireplace  and  antique  oak  mantel,  is  the 
first  room  on  the  southeast  corridor.  Next  adjoining  is  a 
ladies'  waiting-room,  supplied  with  a  toilet  and  other  acces- 
sories, while  the  chamber  of  Judge  J.  F.  Taylor  occupies  the 
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extreme  southeast  cornei',  and  is  similar  to  that  of  Judge 
Mcllvaine,  with  the  exception  that  blue  is  substituted  for 
green  in  color  effect. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  corridor  on  the  second  floor,  and 
directly  over  the  main  entrance,  is  located  the  court  library. 
This  room  has  an  elaborately  carved  entrance  of  polished  oak, 
supplied  with  heavy  doors  of  the  same  -wood.  The  interior 
woodwork  is  of  Honduras  mahogany,  and  the  doorways  and 
windows  are  surmounted  with  heavy  carved  consoles.  The 
walls  are  surrounded  by  a  surbase  of  white  marble,  above 
which  reaches  a  three-foot  mahogany  wainscoting,  deeply 
paneled.  They  are  sand-finished,  the  color  scheme  being 
green  and  gold,  with  the  frescoing  in  the  style  of  the  Italian 
renaissance.  The  ceiling  is  paneled  in  fawn  color,  and 
adorned  with  twelve  old  brass  and  silver  electroliers,  each 
holding  three  incandescent  lights.  At  each  end  of  the  room, 
which  is  forty-eight  feet  long,  forty  feet  wide,  and  twenty  feet 
high,  are  placed  magnificently  carved  fireplaces  of  pure 
Italian  marble.  The  shelving  is  entirely  of  iron,  colored  a 
dark  green  touched  up  with  gold. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  library  is  situated  the  librarian's 
room,  the  walls  of  which  are  decorated  in  Pompeiian  red, 
having  a  gilt  egg  border,  and  a  ceiling  of  fawn  color ;  while  on 
the  north  side  is  the  court  reporter's  room,  which  is  decorated 
in  golden  tones,  the  walls  having  a  graceful  Grecian  border 
in  plain  gold. 

The  third  floor  is  reached  by  two  flights  of  iron  stairs,  in- 
laid with  white  marble,  which  lead  upward  from  each  side  of 
court-room  No.  3,  on  the  west  side  of  the  building. 

The  corridor  on  the  third  floor  is  really  the  rotunda  on 
which  rests  the  base  of  the  dome.  It  is  twelve  feet  wide  and 
fourteen  feet  high,  with  walls  colored  in  golden  tones,  above 
a  white  marble  surbase,  and  decorated  with  a  Grecian  border 
in  gold.  The  ceiling  is  divided  into  squares  with  Koman 
arches,  each  square  having  four  electric  lights. 

The  side  toward  the  central  area  is  composed  of  twelve 
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massive  Roman  arches,  between  which  extends  an  ornate 
scroll-work  railing  of  bronzed  iron. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  corridor  immediately  over  the 
court  library  is  situated  the  quarters  of  the  Bar  Association. 
This  room  is  entered  through  doors  of  antique  oak,  which 
lightly  swing  in  a  heavy  doorway  of  the  same  material.  The 
walls  are  sand-finished  and  colored  a  rich  Pompeiian  red, 
adorned  with  a  handsome  egg  and  frescoed  border,  while  the 
ceiling  is  of  a  light  ecru  shade,  from  which  hang  two  old 
brass  and  silver  electroliers,  having  a  cluster  of  six  incan- 
descent lamps  each.  At  each  end  are  two  beautiful  fire- 
places, composed  of  Mexican  onyx,  on  either  side  of  which 
stand  two  fluted  Ionic  columns  of  antique  oak,  which  support 
a  hand-carved  mantel  of  the  same  material. 

On  either  side  of  this  room  are  placed  anterooms  deco- 
rated in  the  same  style. 

Directly  across  the  building  on  the  west  side  and  above 
court-room  No.  3  is  situated  a  large  semicircular  room,  which 
will  be  used  by  the  Historical  Society.  The  walls  of  this 
room  are  of  a  dark  green  graduating  into  yellow  on  the  ceiling, 
which  is  heavily  paneled,  and  contains  nine  electroliers,  each 
containing  three  incandescent  lamps. 

—  The  building  described  in  the  foregoing  paper,  as  thus 
reproduced  from  a  publication  made  on  the  day  of  its  dedi- 
cation, must  stand  as  an  object-lesson  for  the  people  who 
come  after  us  and  wish  to  see  what  we  have  done.  It  may 
be  said  to  be  merely  American  art.  Yet  Mr.  Frederic  Harri- 
son, the  learned  English  essayist,  philosopher,  and  author, 
writing  in  "The  Nineteenth  Century  and  After,"  for  June, 
1901,  of  his  observations  as  to  American  architecture  on  his 
recent  visit  to  this  country,  said: 

"In  constructive  novelties  the  American  builder  is  con- 
summate. .  .  .  Nothing  in  Europe  since  the  fall  of  old 
Rome  and  Byzantium,  not  even  in  Genoa  in  its  prime,  has 
equaled  the  lavish  use  of  magnificent  marble  columns,  granite 
blocks,  and  ornamental  stone,  as  we  see  it  to-day  in  the  United 
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States.  .  .  .  The  reckless  use  of  precious  marbles  seems 
to  threaten  exhaustion  of  the  quarries,  but  one  is  assured  that 
they  are  ample  for  all  demands.  Why  more  use  is  not  made 
in  Europe  of  the  magnificent  marbles  of  America  is  not  very 
obvious.  But  we  certainly  might  easily  adopt  some  of  the 
constructive  devices  of  their  builders.  ...  In  matters  of 
construction,  contrivance,  the  free  use  of  new  kinds  of  stone 
and  wood,  of  plumbing,  heating,  and  the  minor  arts  of  fitting, 
the  belated  European  in  America  feels  himself  a  Rip  Van 
Winkle,  whirled  into  a  new  century  and  a  later  civilization." 

The  plain  people  of  our  county  pause  in  groups  as  they 
enter  the  rotunda  of  this  court-house,  and  seem  to  be  deeply 
impressed  with  its  beauty;  while  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
entire  building,  in  all  its  relations,  upon  the  court,  the  bar, 
and  the  public,  in  the  transaction  of  business,  is  and  has  been 
of  a  most  pleasant  and  beneficial  character.  We  commit  the 
new  court-house,  as  a  work  of  art,  to  the  more  intelligent  and 
cultivated  taste  of  the  future. 
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IX. 
THE  FIRST  JUDICIAL  BUSINESS. 

The  regular  terms  of  court  begin  at  this  time  on  the 
second  Mondays  of  February,  May,  and  November,  and  on  the 
third  Monday  of  August,  in  each  year;  but  it  is  the  practice 
to  have  the  grand  jury  to  meet  one  week  before  the  beginning 
of  the  regular  term  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  that 
bills  of  indictment  may  be  passed  upon  and  ready  for  trial  by 
the  time  the  petit  jury  is  to  attend. 

The  first  three  terms  of  the  year  1900  were  held  in  the 
old  Town  Hall,  in  its  new  location  south  of  Cherry  Avenue,  and 
opposite  the  new  sheriff's  residence  and  jail,  but  after  the 
August  term  it  was  found  that  the  November  term  could  be 
held  in  the  new  court-rooms;  and  on  October  4,  1900,  the 
venires  for  grand  and  petit  jurors  for  the  regular  term,  begin- 
ning on  November  19th,  were  issued,  and  preparations  were 
begun  for  the  formal  dedication  of  the  new  court-house  on 
November  17th,  the  last  day  of  the  week  preceding  the  term. 

THE   FIRST    GEAND    JURY. 

Workmen  under  the  contractors  had  been  engaged  day 
and  night  for  weeks,  to  have  the  building  completed  by  the 
appointed  time,  with  a  determination  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose; but  on  Monday,  November  12,  1900,  they  were  still  at 
work  in  the  corridors  and  elsewhere,  when  the  following 
grand  jurors,  returned  by  Joseph  T.  Hemphill,  Esq.,  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  appeared  in  session  in  court-room  No. 
1,  to  join  in  the  first  act  of  judicial  business  ever  transacted  in 
the  new  court-house: 

Samuel  Allender,  laborer,  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 

William  Bamford,  farmer,  Robinson  township. 
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Edwin  A.  Christman,  printer,  Washington  borough. 

Euos  Coulson,  fruit-grower,  Union  township. 

John  Donaldson,  miner,  Stockdale  borough. 

Charles  Forsythe,  dealer,  Union  township. 

A.  J.  Hertzog,  printer,  East  Pike  Run  township. 

John  Hupp,  farmer,  Morris  township. 

Charles  Hormell,  farmer,  Centreville  borough. 

Cyrus  Lindley,  carriage-maker.  West  Washington  borough. 

E.  E.  MulhoUand,  farmer.  Independence  township. 

J.  E.  Miller,  gentleman,  Washington  borough. 

H.  P.  Mollenauer,  farmer.  North  Strabane  township. 

Wm.  McCutcheon,  carpenter,  Washington  borough. 

R.  J.  Nesbit,  farmer,  Chartiers  township. 

Wm.  T.  Robinson,  hotel-keeper,  Canonsburg  borough. 

Charles  G.  Stroud,  farmer,  Hanover  township. 

R.  G.  Smith,  Contractor,  Centreville  borough. 

Wm.  R.  Wilkins,  carpenter.  Coal  Centre  borough. 

Joseph  A.  Wise,  laborer.  West  Bethlehem  township. 

Of  the  grand  jiirors  summoned,  E.  E.  Hormell  was 
excused,  and  Samuel  A.  Myers,  W.  D.  Simpson,  and  Elmer 
Wall  did  not  attend. 

THE  FIRST  CHAEGE  TO  GBAND  JURY. 

The  grand  jury,  having  been  duly  sworn,  and  William 
Bamford  selected  as  foreman,  his  honor  J.  A.  McUvaine, 
President  Judge,  delivered  the  following  charge: 

Gentlemen: 

To  you  has  come  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  grand 
jury  to  serve  in  this  new  court-house.  As  judges  frequently 
make  their  charges  to  the  grand  jury  the  medium  of  express- 
ing their  opinions  on  matters  of  public  concern,  1  may  be 
pardoned  on  this  occasion  in  congratulating  you  on  this  dis- 
tinction, and  in  giving  expression  to  some  thoughts  that  it 


^   d        ; 

s  a  Si' 

•a  S  — 


■<7^-?.       ■= 


0B° 


THE   FIRST  JUDICIAL   BUSINESS.  147 

We  certainly  have  a  magnificent  court-liouse ;  but  in  my 
opinion  none  too  good,  either  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  erected  or  for  the  people  who  erected  it.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  building  is  a  "  Temple  of  Justice,"  and 
that  the  people  who  erected  it  belong  to  Washington  County. 

To-day,  as  we  enter  upon  its  occupancy,  we  are  proud  of 
the  building,  not  only  because  it  is  a  temple  of  justice  fitly 
and  appropriately  built,  but  because  we  believe  that  it,  in  all 
its  beauty,  symmetry,  and  solidity,  stands  as  an  index  to  the 
intelligence,  wealth,  and  patriotism  of  the  people  who  built  it, 
and  as  an  exemplification  of  their  devotion  to  the  preservation 
of  our  rights  and  liberties  as  administered  through  our  forms 
of  government. 

In  this  building  shall  be  "  the  place  where  justice  is 
judicially  administered."  Here  the  several  courts  of  the 
Commonwealth  holden  in  and  for  our  county  shall  do  busi- 
ness, and  we  hope  righteously  adjudicate  all  matters  brought 
before  them.  Here  the  "Common  Pleas,"  a  child  of  "Magna 
Charta  "  born  at  Eunnymede,  which  for  centuries  has  been  a 
shield  and  bulwark  to  protect  the  English-speaking  people  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  civil  I'ights,  shall  find  a  home.  Here 
the  affairs  of  the  living  shall  be  regulated,  and  the  estates  of 
the  dead  distributed.  Here  questions  of  life,  liberty,  and 
property  shall  be  inquired  into  and  determined.  Here  justice 
and  equity  are  to  be  administered.  Truly  the  building,  in  its 
grandeur,  is  but  in  keeping  with  the  grand  purposes  for  which 
it  will  be  used. 

Again,  the  people  of  the  county  at  large  should  be  proud 
of  this  building  because  it  is  their  building.  And  it  is  their 
building  not  only  because  they  paid  for  it,  but  because  they 
will  use  it.  A  court-house  is  not  a  building  for  the  few,  for 
the  judges  and  the  lawyers,  as  some  might  thoughtlessly  sug- 
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gest ;  but  it  is  a  building  in  which  all  have  an  interest,  for 
every  individual  citizen  of  the  county  may  be  personally  an 
active  participant  in  the  business  here  transacted.  Passing 
by  the  business  that  the  citizens  of  the  county  at  large  have 
to  transact  in  the  various  county  offices  that  will  be  found  in 
the  building,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  personal 
interest  that  every  citizen  of  the  county  has  in  our  courts. 

Our  government  is  divided  into  three  branches,  the 
executive,  the  legislative,  and  the  judiciary;  and  of  these  three 
the  judiciary  is  the  one  to  which  the  people  stand  the  nearest. 
With  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  our  govern- 
ment the  people  have,  personally,  little  to  do  except  to  elect 
the  officers  who  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  these  depart- 
ments, and  to  furnish  the  money  necessary  to  run  them. 
With  the  local  judiciary  it  is  different.  Besides  taking  part 
in  the  election  of  our  judges  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
court,  and  contributing,  as  tax-payers,  to  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  incurred  in  running  this  department  of  our  state 
government,  every  man,  woman,  and  child  may  become  a  part 
of  the  local  court  as  we  find  it  here  in  active  operation. 

Two  general  divisions  may  be  made  of  such  a  court.  The 
first  division  includes  the  litigants,  without  whom  a  court 
would  be  a  court  only  in  name.  And  who  in  all  this  county 
may  not  become  a  litigant,  either  voluntarily  as  a  petitioner, 
plaintiff,  or  prosecutor,  or  involuntarily  as  a  respondent  or 
defendant?  For  the  investigation  of  all  complaints  the  courts 
are  always  open.  Any  person,  rich  or  poor,  citizen  or  alien, 
male  or  female,  may  enter  and  be  heard.  Litigation  is  one 
of  the  luxuries  that  all  can  enjoy.  Indeed,  the  ease  with 
which  any  one  can  get  into  our  courts  with  his  grievance 
has   given   rise  to  a  problem    that  is  pressing  us  now  for 
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solution;  that  is,  how  to  get  rid  of  useless  and  trivial  liti- 
gation, and  at  the  same  time  leave  our  courts  as  they  now 
are,  open  to  all.  But  aside  from  this  trivial  litigation,  no  one 
knows  when  he  may  become  a  litigant  in  court.  Our  popu- 
lation, wealth,  and  business  are  growing  so  rapidly,  and 
new  conditions  are  so  continually  springing  up,  that  the 
volume  of  legitimate  and  necessary  business  is  great,  and 
on  the  increase.  And  we  can  safely  say  that  there  is  no 
man  in  this  county  who  will  help  to  pay  for  this  court-house 
that  is  not  a  possible  litigant.     All  may  need  to  use  it. 

The  second  division  of  a  court  is  made  up  of  four  classes: 
First,  the  judges;  second,  the  lawyers;  third,  the  jurors; 
and  fourth,  the  witnesses.  Here  again,  there  is  no  one  in 
the  county  who  may  not  be  included  in  one  or  the  other 
of  these  classes.  In  the  proper  administration  of  justice  all 
these  actors  have  a  part  to  perform  that  is  equally  impor- 
tant. The  judges  and  the  lawyers  are  only  one-half  of  the 
court;  the  other  half  comes  from  the  body  of  the  county. 
And  to  have  an  ideal  court  we  must  not  only  have  able 
and  upright  judges,  and  competent  and  worthy  attorneys, 
but  we  must  have  intelligent  and  honest  jurors,  and  truth- 
ful and  unbiased  witnesses. 

And  I  may  be  excused  on  this  occasion  for  impressing 
upon  jurors  and  witnesses  the  importance  of  the  part  they 
take  in  the  proper  administration  of  justice.  In  the  course 
of  one  year,  as  our  courts  now  run,  at  least  five  hundred 
different  men  of  the  county  will  be  called  to  act  as  jurors 
in  this  building,  and  more  than  twice  that  number  of  its 
citizens  may  be  here  examined  as  witnesses.  The  manner 
in  which  these  jurors  and  witnesses  shall  conduct  them- 
selves and  discharge  their  duties  will  vitally  affect  the  re- 
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suits  of  litigation;  so  that  upon  them  much  depends  as  to 
whether  justice  shall  be  done  or  not. 

In  our  system  of  jurisprudence  jurors  occupy  an  exceed- 
ingly important  position.  They  are  the  judges  of  the  facts 
of  the  cases  they  try,  and  should  be  as  impartial  and  honest 
in  their  judgments  as  the  man  who  sits  on  the  bench  as 
the  judge  of  the  law.  A  juror  should  always  deport  him- 
self so  as  not  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  honorable  position 
he  is  called  upon  to  fill.  He  should  not  allow  any  one  to 
discuss  with  him  the  merits  of  any  of  the  cases  that  he 
may  be  called  to  try.  When  called  as  a  juror  in  any  par- 
ticular case  he  should  come  to  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
without  any  preconceived  notions  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
case,  and  without  any  feeling  of  friendship  or  enmity  for 
either  of  the  parties  or  their  attorneys.  He  should  recol- 
lect that  he  is  to  determine  the  issues  that  are  submitted 
to  him  upon  the  evidence  adduced  before  him  at  the  trial. 
He  should  be  impartial,  and  resent  any  outside  efforts  to 
influence  or  prejudice  him  in  favor  of  or  against  the  one 
side  or  the  other  of  any  case  that  he  may  have  to  deter- 
mine. He  should  ever  remember  that  he  is  part  of  the 
court,  and  should  stand  on  his  dignity  if  any  one  should 
attempt  to  trifle  with  him. 

Witnesses  also  are  a  part  of  the  court;  upon  their  knowl- 
edge of  facts,  given  in  the  trial  of  the  case,  the  judge  and 
the  jury  act.  And  upon  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties  depends  the  righteousness  of  the  judgment  that  may 
be  pronounced.  Too  many  witnesses  forget  when  they  enter 
the  %vitness-box  that  they  are  part  of  the  court,  charged  with 
the  ascertainment  of  the  truth  in  the  issue  being  tried. 
They  appear  to  act  as  if  they  thought  they  were  retainers 
of  the  party  who  subpoenaed  them,  and  that  their  duty  was 
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to  help  him  all  they  could.  The  testimony  of  witnesses 
should  be  given  in  the  interest  of  truth,  and  not  in  the 
interest  of  either  party. 

As  this  new  court-house  is  so  much  better  than  the  old 
one,  may  we  not  hope  that  the  administration  of  justice 
will  here  be  on  a  higher  plane?  An  eminent  educator  has 
said  that  the  greatest  element  in  education  is  inspiration. 
To  judges,  lawyers,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  this  building, 
in  its  grandeur  and  beauty,  ought  to  be  an  inspiration 
to  better  service.  To  each  of  us  let  the  ancient  maxim, 
Justitia  suum  cuique  distribuit,  take  on  a  new  meaning, 
and  here  may  justice  thus  defined  in  every  case  be  done 
though  the  heavens  fall. 


THE  DEDICATION  EXERCISES. 

Satubday,  November  17, 1900,  the  day  the  new  court-house 
was  dedicated  to  its  uses  as  a  temple  of  justice,  was  a  rather 
mild  early-winter  day.  In  the  morning  a  slight  snow  had 
covered  the  surrounding  hills  and  had  left  the  streets  some- 
what unpleasant,  but  during  the  day  the  sky  became  clear, 
and  the  weather  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  prevented  the 
attendance  of  no  one  at  the  "grand  opening." 

A  committee  of  the  Washington  Bar  Association,  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  L.  Mc- 
Carrell,  Mr.  J.  P.  Miller,  Mr.  T.  J.  Duncan,  and  Mr.  Winfield 
Mcllvaine,  in  conjunction  with  subordinate  committees  and 
representatives  of  the  county  commissioners,  had  issued  invi- 
tations to  friends  beyond  the  county,  and  had  arranged  the 
following : 


EXERCISES   TO   COMMENCE   AT  TWO   O  CLOCK   P.M.,   WHEN 

THE    HON.    J.    A.    m'ILVAINB    WILL    CALL    FOB 

ORDER,  AND   INTRODOCE  THE   MASTER 

OF   CEREMONIES, 

THEODORE    NOSS,    PH.D., 

PRESIDENT   OF   CALIFORNIA   STATE   NORMAL   SCHOOL. 


PEATEK,    EEV.    FRANK    FISH,    CLAYSVILLE. 


PRESENTATION   OF   THE   BUILDING,   ON   BEHALF   OF  THE 

COONTY   COMMISSIONERS,   TO  THE  TAX-PAYERS 

AND  THOSE   WHO   SHALL  OCCUPY   IT  AS 

THE   SERVANTS   OF  THE   PEOPLE: 

MR.    J.    MUBBAY    CLAEK,    CANONSBUEG. 
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L.  McCaerell,  1869.  Julius  1\  Miller,  1879. 

James  I.  Brownson,    1878. 
T.  Jeff.  Duncan,  1875.  Winfield  McIlvaine,  1883. 

[Half-tones  by  Bragdoii,  from  photographs  hy  Hallam.] 
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EESPONSBS — 

ON   BEHALF   OP   THE  TAX-PAYERS : 
MK.    J.    WILEY   DAY,    MOEBIS    TOWNSHIP. 
ME.    D.    S.    FULTON,    HANOVEE    TOWNSHIP. 
ME.    J.    S.    BUCHANAN,    MOUNT    PLEASANT   TOWNSHIP. 

ON    BEHALF   OF   THE  CODRT: 
HON.    J.    F.    TAYLOE. 

ON   BEHALF  OF   THE   BAR   AND   COUNTY   OFFICERS: 
ALEXANDEE    WIL^N,    ESQ. 


HISTOBY    OF    THE    ERECTION    OF    THE    NEW    COURT-HOUSE,    ETC.: 
MB.    JAMES    I.    BROWNSON,    COUNTY    SOLICITOR. 


DEDICATORY  ADDRESS: 

HON.    JOSEPH    BUFFINGTON,' 

UNITED   STATES   DISTRICT  COURT   WESTERN   DISTRICT 

OF   PENNSYLVANIA. 


BENEDICTION : 

EEV.    FATHEE   JOHN    J.    FAUGHNAN, 
WASHINGTON. 


THE  BUILDING  WILL  BE  OPEN  TO  ALL  WHO 
MAY  DESIRE  TO  VISIT  IT  FROM  EIGHT  A.M.  UNTIL 
TEN   P.M. 

'  On  Wednesday  evening,  prior  to  the  Saturday  of  the  dedicatory  ex- 
ercises, it  was  learned  with  regret  that  his  Honor  Judge  Buffington  would 
be  prevented  by  illness  from  attending.  The  committee  of  arrangements 
then  called  upon  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,  of  the  Washington  County  bar,  to 
prepare  and  deliver  the  dedicatory  address  in  his  stead. 
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In  reply  to  the  invitations  sent  abroad,  many  letters  of 
regret  were  received,  extracts  from  some  of  which  are  here  re- 
produced: 

From  Hon.  William  B.  Hanna,  President  Judge  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  of  Philadelphia  County,  November  12,  1900: 

"  Accept  many  thanks  for  the  courteous  invitation  to  attend 
the  dedication  of  the  new  court-house  for  your  county  on 
Saturday  afternoon  next.  I  congratulate  the  court,  the  bar, 
and  the  citizens  of  Washington  County  upon  the  completion 
of  a  building  which  I  am  sure  will  add  to  their  comfort  and 
convenience,  and  be  creditable  to  the  people  of  such  a  large 
and  prosperous  county." 

From  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Judge  of  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  Philadelphia  County,  November  13,  1900: 

"  I  greatly  regret  that  my  public  duties  make  it  impossible 
for  me  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the 
dedication  of  the  new  Washington  County  court-house.  Your 
bar  has  a  high  reputation  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  my 
best  wishes  and  congratulations  are  most  cordially  extended." 

From  Hon.  W.  F.  Bay  Stewart,  Judge  of  York  County, 
Pennsylvania,  November  13,  1900: 

"  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  be 
present  at  the  dedication  of  your  new  court-house.  I  regret 
that  on  account  of  official  engagements  I  will  not  be  able  to 
attend.  It  would  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to  be  present, 
as  well  on  account  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  are  to 
speak,  as  for  the  reason  that  York  County  has  just  completed 
a  new  court-house,  of  which  we  are  quite  proud.  I  should 
like  to  see  how  much  better  Washington  County  has  done 
than  we  have.  In  external  architectural  beauty  ours  does  not 
compare  favorably  with  yours.  We  were  hampered  by  our 
location,  and  hence  could  not  adopt  such  a  design  as  we  would 
have  chosen,  but  the  internal  arrangements,  finish,  conve- 
niences, and  comforts  are  all  that  could  be  desired." 
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From  Hon.  Allen  Craig,  President  Judge  of  Carbon  and 
Monroe  counties,  November  12,  1900: 

"I  am  in  receipt  of  the  invitation  of  your  committee  to 
attend  the  dedication  services  of  your  new  court-house.  If  it 
were  possible  I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  present  on  the  occa- 
sion. Tour  county  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  so  fine 
and  comfortable  a  structure.  The  house  of  justice  should 
command  respect  as  well  in  appearance  as  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law." 

From  Hon.  G.  L.  Cranmer,  Wheeling,  West  Virginia, 
November  12,  1900: 

"  Your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the 
ceremonies  connected  with  the  dedication  of  the  new  court- 
house has  been  received,  and  I  regret  my  inability  to  be 
present  on  so  interesting  an  occasion.  As  a  monument  indic- 
ative of  the  dispensing  of  justice  and  equity,  and  of  the 
intelligence  and  liberality  of  the  tax-payers  and  citizens  of 
Washington  County,  may  it  long  continue  to  be  a  permanent 
expression,  is  the  hope  of  the  undersigned." 

From  Mr.  M.  Hampton  Todd,  of  the  Philadelphia  bar, 
November  12,  1900: 

"I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  committee  for  the  invita- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  Washington 
court-house  on  November  17th,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that 
my  professional  engagements  are  such  as  to  prevent  my  being 
present.  I  have  always  felt  a  deep  interest  in  Washington 
County  affairs,  not  only  on  account  of  my  having  been  a 
student  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  but  also  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county, 
John  Miller,  was  my  great-grandfather." 

From  Mr.  Samuel  Dickson,  Chancellor  of  the  Law  Asso- 
ciation of  Philadelphia,  November  13,  1900: 

"  On  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Law  Association  of 
Philadelphia,  I  beg  to  retiarn  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation 
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to  attend  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the  dedication  of  the 
new  court-house  of  Washington  County.  It  is  hardly  prob- 
able that  any  of  them  will  be  able  to  be  present.  I  should 
personally  be  glad  to  attend  as  a  mark  of  my  respect  for  one 
member  of  the  bar  of  Washington  County,  who  was,  I  think, 
as  good  and  great  a  judge  as  ever  sat  upon  the  bench — Hon. 
William  McKennan,  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 

"  On  behalf  of  the  Law  Association  of  Philadelphia,  I  beg 
to  tender  cordial  congratulations  upon  the  completion  of  so 
admirable  a  structure." 

From  Mr.  Henry  Phipps,  Carnegie  Building,  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  November  13,  1900: 

"  I  regret  exceedingly  that  previous  important  engage- 
ments prevent  my  accepting  your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the 
ceremonies  connected  with  the  dedication  of  your  new  court- 
house, at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  November  17,  1900." 

From  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
November  16,  1900,  by  telegram: 

"Very  much  pleased  to  receive  kind  invitation.  Regret 
exceedingly  that  engagements  render  it  impossible  to  be 
present.  The  republic  is  safe  as  long  as  it  is  under  the  reign 
of  law." 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  heavy  mahogany  doors 
that  swing  in  the  three  main  entrances  to  the  rotunda,  as  well 
as  those  in  the  side  entrances  to  the  building,  were  thrown 
open,  and  soon  there  was  a  throng  of  visitors  filling  the 
rotunda  from  the  first  floor  to  the  third,  and  after  a  study  of 
their  surroundings,  passing  to  the  court-rooms,  jury-rooms, 
and  public  offices. 

By  two  o'clock  the  speakers  for  the  occasion  and  the 
invited  guests  had  been  admitted  to  court-room  No.  3,  on  the 
second  floor,  immediately  in  front  of  the  first  stairway  on  the 
lower  floor,  and  facing  the  main  entrance  from  the  Main  Street 
front.     The  addresses  were  delivered  from  the  corridor  on  the 
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second  floor,  at  the  railing  in  front  of  that  court-room,  and  on 
the  large  white  marble  landing  immediately  beneath  the 
speakers  were  stationed  the  bands  supplying  the  music  for  the 
occasion. 

The  lower  floor  and  its  corridors,  the  three  stairways  there- 
from to  the  first  landing,  the  two  stairways  thence  to  the 
second  floor,  and  the  corridors  of  both  the  second  and  third 
floors,  flush  with  the  bronze  railing  in  fi'ont  of  each,  were 
filled  with  visitors,  bathed  in  the  symphony  of  color  coming 
down  from  the  dome  over  their  heads  while  listening  to  hear 
the  addresses;  but  it  may  as  well  be  admitted,  that  because 
of  the  position  from  which  the  addresses  were  delivered,  and 
the  density  of  the  crowd  beneath,  around,  and  above,  the  very 
apparent  efPort  to  hear  and  understand  what  was  said  was  not 
very  successful. 

CALLING   TO   ORDER. 

At  the  hour  appointed,  Hon.  J.  A.  Mcllvaine,'  president 
judge,  standing  at  the  railing  in  front  of  court-room  No.  3, 
called  for  order,  and  said: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

As  we  entered  this  building  we  saw  proudly  floating  over 
it  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  flanked  on  the  one  side  by  "  Justice  " 
and  on  the  other  side  by  "  Liberty,"  and  above  them  the 
form  of  Washington  looking  down  on  the  flag  he  loved, 
and  the  allegorical  figures  that  represent  the  principles  for 
which  he  lived  and  fought.  After  entering  we  saw  these 
marbled  corridors,  these  painted  walls,  and  this  beautiful 
stairway    and    dome;    and   seeing    all    these    things    we    can 

'  Hon.  John  Addison  Mcllvaine  was  born  in  Somerset  township  on 
April  13,  1843,  of  William  and  Matilda  Mcllvaine;  graduated  at  Jeffer- 
son College  in  1865;  studied  law  with  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Washington  County  bar  in  1867;  was  district  attorney, 
1874-1880;  elected  president  judge  of  the  county,  forming  the  twenty- 
seventh  judicial  district,  in  1886;  re-elected  in  1896. 
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safely  assert  that  there  is  not  here  to-day  a  citizen  of  "Wash- 
ington County  with  soul  so  dead  that  his  honest  pride  and 
patriotism  have  not  been  stirred.  And  when  a  Washington 
County  audience  like  this  has  its  patriotism  stirred,  its  cry 
is  "Speech!"  "Speech!"  The  committee  of  arrangements, 
recognizing  the  propriety  of  this  cry,  have  arranged  a  pro- 
gram of  speech-making.  And  that  it  may  be  presented  in 
an  orderly  way,  it  is  necessary  that  we  have  a  master  of  cere- 
monies. It  is  now  my  pleasant  duty  to  introduce  to  you 
Dr.  Theodore  B.  Noss,  president  of  the  Southwestern  State 
Normal  School  at  California,  who  will  act  in  that  capacity. 

INTKODUCTOEY. 

Dr.  Theodore  Bland  Noss'  then  appeared  as  the  master 
of  ceremonies  for  the  occasion,  and  said: 

From  all  parts  of  this  ■  county  and  from  other  counties 
we  come  to-day  to  dedicate  this  imposing  and  beautiful 
building  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  has  been  erected. 
The  day  and  the  event  will  be  memorable  in  the  annals 
of  Washington  County. 

Possibly  some  tax -payers  would  have  preferred  a  less 
costly  building;  but  let  it  be  remembered  that  one  unfail- 
ing sign  of  progress  in  all  enlightened  communities  is  the 
ample  provision  made  to  secure  and  defend  all  rights  of  the 
people,  and  to  restrain  and  punish  wrong-doers.  Let  it  be 
remembered,  also,  that  no  edifice  less  magnificent  than  this 

'  Dr.  Noss  was  born  at  Waterloo,  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania,  on 
May  10,  1852,  of  Rev.  George  and  Isabella  (Coulter)  Noss;  graduated 
from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1874, 
and  from  Syracuse  University  in  1880,  receiving  from  that  institution 
the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1882,  and  that  of  Ph.  D.  in  1883;  and  the  same 
year  (1883)  he  became  the  principal  of  the  Southwestern  State  Normal 
School  at  California,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania. 


THEO.    B.    NOSS,    PH.D., 

Of  S.  VV.  State  Normal  School. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photogiaph  furnished.] 
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would  be  entirely  worthy  of  the  great  county  to  which  this 
building  belongs. 

Communities  and  individuals  should  find  inspiration  and 
courage  for  themselves  in  the  achievements  of  noble  an- 
cestors. 

Washington  County  was  the  first  county  formed  in  the 
Keystone  State  after  the  Kevolutionary  War,  and  it  was  most 
fitting  that  she  should  be  named  in  honor  of  the  immortal 
hero  of  that  war.  The  vast  size  of  the  original  county, 
which  embraced  at  first  all  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  south 
of  the  Ohio  and  west  of  the  Monongahela,  was  somewhat 
diminished  in  1788  by  the  formation  of  Allegheny  County 
in  part  from  Washington  County  territory,  and  again  di- 
minished eight  years  later  by  the  erection  of  Greene  County 
entirely  from  Washington  County  soil. 

But  though  her  size  was  reduced,  the  luster  of  her  glory 
has  never  been  dimmed.  Settled  at  first  by  a  thrifty  and 
God-fearing  people,  her  progress  has  been  great  and  con- 
tinuous along  the  various  lines  of  activity  in  which  her 
people  have  been  engaged.  With  our  great  and  rapidly 
increasing  wealth,  with  our  vast  extent  of  territory,  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  with  our  grow- 
ing population  and  expanding  interests  in  all  directions, 
and  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  of  splendid  his- 
tory behind  us,  who  would  say  that  even  this  magnificent 
building  is  too  good  for  Washington  County?  Our  people 
may  well  be  proud  of  our  new  temple  of  justice,  so  "beau- 
tiful for  situation,"  planned  with  so  much  wise  foresight, 
and  builded  with  so  much  skill. 
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The  master  of  ceremonies  then  introduced  Rev.  Frank 
Fish,'  who  offered  the  following  prayer: 

O  thou  Hearer  and  Answerer  of  prayer,  unto  Thee  shall 
all  flesh  come.  O  God,  our  Maker,  Keeper,  and  Saviour,  we 
thank  Thee  for  life,  for  our  powers  with  which  to  live,  and 
for  the  world  in  which  to  live.  Our  Father,  we  praise  Thee 
for  the  family.  Thou  Ruler  of  the  universe,  we  bless  Thee  for 
our  government.  Thou  great  Law-giver,  we  thank  Thee  for 
our  laws.  For  the  protection  and  safeguards  this  very  court 
has  given  our  county  we  praise  Thy  name.  And  now  we  thank 
Thee  for  this  large,  beautiful,  and  commodious  Temple  of 
Justice  which  to-day  is  set  apart  to  the  public  use  and  welfare. 

The  Lord  graciously  bless  all  who  in  any  capacity  have 
labored  in  the  making  of  this  building.  May  they  every  one 
have  a  part  in  making  and  enjoying  of  God's  Heavenly 
temple.  O  Lord,  of  whose  throne  righteousness  and  judgment 
are  the  foundation,  and  before  whose  face  mercy  and  truth  do 
go,  make  this  structure  a  fountain  of  blessing  to  all  the  towns, 
townships,  and  homes  of  this  county.  May  all  the  work  ac- 
complished within  these  walls  hereafter  be  as  beautiful  and 
suitable,  and  give  as  great  satisfaction  and  joy,  as  this  com- 
pleted building  to-day. 

Here  may  Justice  truly  have  a  seat  and  home.  Here  may 
her  scales  be  so  evenly  balanced  that  all  our  people,  rich  and 
poor,  exalted  and  humble,  educated  and  illiterate,  shall  realize 

•  Rev.  Mr.  Fish  was  born  April  8, 1862,  in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania, 
of  William  and  Margaret  (Matthews)  Fish;  graduated  at  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Pittsburg,  in  1883;  graduated  in  theology  at 
the  Western  Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny,  in  1886;  and  he  has  been 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Claysville  for  his  entire  ministry, 
fifteen  years. 


REV.    FKANK    FISH. 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Claysville 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  witli  family. 
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that  on  this  hill  of  equity  they  secure  their  rights.  O  Thou 
who  art  no  respecter  of  persons,  may  all  classes  be  treated  in 
this  court  alike,  without  respect  to  wealth,  influence,  or  culture. 
Make  this  temple  the  terror  of  the  law-breaker,  the  hope  of 
the  oppressed,  the  refuge  of  the  poor,  the  encouragement  of 
the  righteous,  the  pride  of  all. 

Give  to  those  who  shall  sit  on  these  seats  of  judgment 
knowledge,  wisdom,  and  courage,  that  without  fear  or  favor, 
without  partiality  or  prejudice,  they  may  deal  out  justice  to 
all. 

Help  those  who  shall  share  in  the  work  of  this  court  as 
jurors,  witnesses,  and  principals,  to  be  careful  and  conscien- 
tious, as  under  the  all-seeing  eye  of  Thyself,  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth. 

Enable  those  who  shall  practice  at  this  bar  to  be  men  of 
ability  and  principle,  clear  as  light,  wise  as  serpents,  harmless 
as  doves,  the  fi-iends  of  justice,  the  hope  of  the  wronged,  the 
pride  of  the  great,  the  ornaments  of  their  profession,  imitators 
in  motive  and  methods  of  the  great  Advocate,  Jesus  Christ. 

Bless  all  those  who  in  the  offices  of  this  building  shall 
serve  the  people.  May  they  more  and  more,  with  the  rising 
tide  of  popular  morality,  be  capable,  honest,  and  faithful. 
May  the  spirit  of  grace  and  wisdom  fill  the  hearts  of  all  that 
shall  ever  use  this  building.  May  Justice  be  so  honored  in 
this  place  that  this  court  shall  be  unsurpassed  among  the 
courts  of  the  land  for  the  excellence  of  its  work,  the  equity  of 
its  decisions,  and  the  integrity  of  its  servants. 

O  Lord  our  God,  bless  the  exercises  of  this  day.  Assist 
those  who  shall  take  part.  O  Thou  Source  of  Justice,  and 
lover  of  men,  we  dedicate  this  Temple  of  Justice  to  Thy  ser- 
vice. We  invoke  Thy  presence  during  this  hour  of  dedica- 
tion,  and  during  the  performing  of    all    duties   within  this 
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structure  in  the  days  and  years  to  come.  God  grant  that  all 
these  people  gathered  here  to-day  shall  be  glad  participants 
in  that  glorious  and  solemn  service,  when  in  the  presence  of 
the  assembled  nations,  Thou,  O  Lord,  shall  sit  down  on  Thy 
throne  and  pass  judgment  on  the  human  race. 

These  mercies  we  humbly  ask  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 


Presentation  Address. 

Introduced  by  the  master  of  ceremonies,  Mr.  J.  Murray 
Clark,'  of  Canonsburg,  presented  the  new  court-house,  on 
behalf  of  the  county  commissioners,  to  the  tax-payers,  and  to 
the  judges  and  other  officers  who  should  occupy  it  as  the 
servants  of  the  people,  by  an  address  which  was  as  follows: 

Mr.    President    and    Fellow  -  Citizens    of     Washington 

County  : 

The  distinguished  honor  has  been  conferred  upon  me  of 
officially  presenting  to  you  these  magnificent  buildings  which 
you  are  about  to  dedicate  to  public  use.  It  is  an  agreeable 
and  pleasant  office,  marred  only  by  the  absence  of  two  per- 
sons, well  and  favorably  known  to  you  all,  who  were  officially 
and  intimately  connected  with  the  early  stages  of  the  work. 
John  P.  Charlton,  a  county  commissioner,  died  July  24, 
1898;    and  James   Q.   McGriffin,  the   county  solicitor,  passed 

'  Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Hopewell  township  on  March  7, 1828,  of  David 
and  Eliza  J.  Clark;  studied  law  with  T.  McK.  T.  &  William  McKennan  in 
1849-51,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Washington  County  bar  in  1861,  but  has 
never  engaged  in  active  practice;  for  several  years  he  has  been  a  jury 
commissioner  for  the  United  States  courts  for  the  Western  District  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  in  the  summer  of  1898  he  was  appointed  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Washington  County  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  as 
county  commissioner  of  John  P.  Charlton,  deceased. 


J.    MUEEAY    CLAKK, 

Admitted,  1861. 
[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Dabbs.] 
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away  February  4,  1899.  They  were  both  greatly  interested 
in  the  enterprise,  and  they  both  gave  it  substantial  aid. 

This  occasion  carries  me  back  to  days,  long  gone  by,  when 
the  former  house  was  new.  I  remember  well  the  time  when 
it  was  built,  and  I  knew  all  the  commissioners  and  most  of 
the  contractors,  including  Henry  Shearer,  Freeman  Brady, 
and  others,  well.  Several  years  of  my  boyhood  were  spent 
under  the  shadow  of  its  walls.  From  it  was  formed  my  ideal 
of  what  such  houses  ought  to  be,  and  it  was  from  the  court 
that  sat  in  it  that  I  derived  my  first  impressions  of  a  court  of 
justice.  The  dignified  appearance  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing 
on  the  bench,  the  courtly  bearing  and  refined  manners  of  the 
bar,  the  deep  voice  and  solemn  intonations  of  the  court- 
crier,  and  the  long  staves  of  the  bailiffs,  carried  as  emblems  of 
their  aiithority,  all  impressed  my  youthful  mind  with  a  sense 
of  awe,  and  as  being  exactly  in  keeping  with  the  solemnity 
which  should  characterize  a  temple  of  justice.  In  that  house, 
too,  I  witnessed,  in  those  early  days,  great  forensic  battles 
which  stirred  the  county  to  its  depths,  and  which,  for  skill, 
force,  and  eloquence,  I  have  seldom  heard  equaled  and  have 
never  heard  surpassed. 

An  incident  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  the  former 
buildings  is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  on  account  of  its 
being  the  means,  although  remote,  of  developing  a  Washing- 
ton County  boy  into  her  most  illustrious  son,  and  of  giving 
to  a  political  party  her  foremost  and  most  distinguished  states- 
man. 

James  Pollock,  my  neighbor,  and  one  of  the  purest,  brain- 
iest, and  most  popular  men  of  the  county,  was  one  of  the 
county  commissioners.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term,  in 
1842,  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  prothonotary. 
Because  of  an  utterly  unfounded  charge  of  nepotism  against 
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him,  in  the  letting  of  contracts,  Zachariah  Reynolds,  the 
county  treasurer,  entered  the  race  as  an  independent  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  prothonotary,  and  received  just  enough 
Democratic  votes  to  defeat  Mr.  Pollock  and  to  elect  Ephraim  L. 
Blaine  of  West  Brownsville,  who  was  the  Whig  candidate.  Mr. 
Blaine,  who  was  of  high  character,  worthy,  and  well  qualified, 
moved  to  Washington,  which  gave  him  the  opportunity  of 
educating  his  magnetic  son;  and  in  after  years,  when  at  the 
height  of  his  brilliant  career,  the  plumed  knight  remarked  to 
a  member  of  this  bar  that  he  owed  his  success  to  Washington 
College,  and  that  if  his  father  had  not  been  elected  prothono- 
tary he  would  have  failed  of  a  college  education  and  been 
placed  in  a  country  store.  And  thus,  as  a  small  pebble 
changes  the  course  of  a  great  stream,  so  the  little  incident  of 
Zachariah  Reynolds'  independent  candidacy  prevented  James 
G.  Blaine  from  being  a  Schwab  or  a  Carnegie,  perhaps,  and 
made  him  an  accomplished  scholar  and  an  eminent  statesman.' 

•  An  old  ambrotype  of  James  G.  Blaine,  this  Washington  County  col- 
lege boy,  taken  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  from  which  one  of  our  half-tones  is 
made,  shows  not  perhaps  the  promise  and  potency  of  a  distinguished  life. 
Yet  while  he  lay,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  on  his  death-bed  at  Washington 
city,  on  January  27, 1893,  a  tribute  to  him  appeared  within  black  lines  in 
the  Washington  Evening  News,  here  reproduced  for  its  preservation: 

"  In  the  early  winter  of  the  year,  and  the  early  winter  of  his  life,  a  giant 
in  a  century  of  giants  has  thrown  aside  his  falchion  and  gone  to  his  rest. 
The  chivalrous  champion  of  the  lists  has  fallen  before  the  black  rider 
Death,  and  his  plumes  are  sables  now  and  his  spirit  walks  the  stars. 

"A  great  man  is  dead;  great  in  intellect,  great  in  heart,  great  in  ambi- 
tion, and  great  in  achievement;  a  man  whose  name  was  lustrous  among  the 
names  of  the  world's  statesmen;  who  was  the  idol  of  millions  of  his  country- 
men; who  arose,  as  so  many  Americans  have  risen,  from  an  humble  condi- 
tion, to  carve  his  name  upon  the  rock  of  enduring  fame,  where  it  will 
remain  when  the  waves  of  countless  years  have  rolled  against  and  .receded 
from  it. 

"  In  the  sere  autumn  of  his  life  his  house  was  a  house  of  tears.  '  Un- 
merciful disaster  followed  fast  and  followed  faster.'  Death  invaded  his 
home  again  and  again,  until  the  emblem  over  his  door  was  a  broken  heart. 
Sorrow  and  disappointments  threw  their  grievous  weight  upon  his  whitened 
head,  and  his  tears  fell  to  the  sobbing  of  the  dirge  and  the  moaning  of 
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But  I  recall  those  early  scenes  under  the  influence  of 
deep  emotion,  for  I  am  reminded  that  but  few  of  those  who 
participated  in  them  are  now  among  the  living.  Pollock, 
Reynolds,  and  Ephraim  L.  Blaine,  and  young  Blaine,  with 
whom  I  was  accustomed  to  witness  the  brilliant  contests  of 
the  old  forum,  are  in  their  graves.  The  judge  who  was  on 
the  bench,  the  commissioners  of  the  county,  and,  excepting 
William  Workman,'  all  the  other  court-house  officers  of 
that  period  have  passed  away.  Of  the  bar,  not  one  member 
is  left ;  the  McKennans,  McGiffin,  Acheson,  Gow,  Watson, 
John  S.  Brady,  Isaac  Leet,  Koontz,  Montgomery,  and  other 
knights  of  that  distant  era,  whom  1  recall  with  pleasant 
yet  melancholy  recollection,  having  long  since  doffed  their 
armor  and  gone  to  their  reward. 

However,  this  occasion  is  for  felicitations  rather  than 
reminiscences.  First  of  all,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  con- 
gratulate the  contractors  on  the  completion  of  their  work,  and 
on  the  faithful  and  artistic  manner  in  which  they  have 
performed  it.  We  read  of  a  sculptor  who  slighted  the  back 
part  of  a  statue,  because  it  was  to  occupy  a  niche  in  the  wall, 
where  the  defect  would  not  be  seen.  But  this  building  has 
been  constructed  by  men  of  a  different  spirit,  and  it  will  bear 
the  most  searching  scrutiny,  in  the  hidden  as  well  as  in  the 
parts  exposed  to  view.  For  eighteen  months  it  was  my  duty, 
in  connection  with  commissioners  Dunn  and  Shillito,  to 
inspect  the  work,  and  as  from  day  to  day  we  watched  its 
progress,  I  was  impressed  more  and  more  not  only  with  the 

the  ritual.  And  now  Deatli  has  taken  the  mourner,  and  it  is  for  those  to 
weep  who  linger  in  the  wintry  world,  and  close  with  loving  touch  the 
sightless  eyes. 

"  In  the  palace  of  American  genius  there  are  many  knights  and  many 
nobles,  but  the  prince  of  the  purple  chamber  lies  dead." — Ed. 

'  William  Workman  has  died  since  this  address  was  delivered. 
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skill  of  the  workmen,  but  also  with  their  remarkable  fidelity 
and  conscientious  care.  Yet  they  need  no  words  of  praise. 
This  great  temple,  the  pride  of  all  our  people  and  the 
admiration  of  every  stranger,  speaks  louder  than  words  the 
eulogy  of  Messrs.  Miller,  Morrison,  Lingenfelser,  Curran, 
Ryan,  Van  Doren,  and  others;  and  long  after  the  ceremonies 
of  to-day  have  been  forgotten,  it  will  remain  an  enduring 
monument  to  their  honest  and  skillful  work. 

In  presenting  these  buildings,  my  fellow-citizens,  it  is 
also  a  source  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  assure  you  that  the 
commissioners  have  been  likewise  faithful  to  their  trust. 
From  the  hour  when  the  grand  inquest  imposed  the  task 
upon  them,  to  the  day  of  its  completion,  they  performed 
their  duties  in  the  most  conscientious  and  painstaking 
manner;  and  now,  in  surrendering  these  vast  structures, 
which  necessitated  the  raising  and  disbursing  of  very  large 
sums  of  money,  they  do  so  with  hands  as  clean  as  the 
driven  snow. 

And  it  is  a  further  source  of  gratification,  that  the  enter- 
prise was  begun  at  a  most  fortunate  time.  On  account  of  the 
increased  price  of  labor  and  materials,  the  cost  of  such 
buildings,  at  present,  would  be  increased  nearly  §200,000. 
Moreover,  the  records  show  that,  in  the  lettings,  competition 
was  sharp,  and  that,  even  at  the  prevailing  prices,  the 
contracts  were  the  most  favorable  to  the  county  that  could 
have  been  secured. 

Another  ground  for  congratulation  is  the  present  harmony 
and  good  feeling  that  prevail.  On  account  of  the  agricultural 
depression  existing  at  the  time,  some  of  our  most  progressive 
citizens  thought  the  decision  to  rebuild  was  a  mistake. 
Prices  of  farm  products  were  low;  the  wool  industry  had 
largely  gone  to  Western  territories ;  Washington  County  lands, 
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than  which  the  sun  in  his  beneficent  journey  around  the 
heavens  shines  on  no  better,  were  a  drug  in  the  market,  and 
the  farmers  were  naturally  discouraged.  But  happily,  an 
era  of  prosperity  has  set  in,  and  the  county  is  making  such 
unprecedented  strides  in  wealth,  that  the  completion  of  the 
buildings  is  a  subject  of  general  felicitation. 

The  character  and  appearance  of  these  buildings  is  another 
feature  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud.  The  solid  founda- 
tions, the  massive  walls,  the  lofty  monoliths,  the  well-lighted 
and  thoroughly  ventilated  rooms,  the  graceful  arches,  the 
chaste  decorations,  the  majestic  dome,  surmounted  by  a  statue 
of  the  immortal  patriot  after  whom  town  and  county  were 
named,  combine  strength,  convenience,  and  beauty,  and  fitly 
symbolize  the  solid  and  practical  character,  the  patriotism  and 
culture,  of  the  people  of  this  grand  old  county  of  Washington. 
When  the  Jews  dedicated  their  second  temple  in  Jerusalem 
there  was  great  rejoicing  among  the  young  men,  but  the  old 
men  wept  because  of  the  inferiority  of  the  new  house  to  the 
one  it  replaced.  There  is  no  cause  for  such  sadness  to-day, 
and  we  who  are  aged  rejoice  in  the  privilege,  before  departing 
this  life,  of  seeing  on  this  old  site  such  a  magnificent  temple 
as  our  eyes  now  behold. 

Members  of  the  Bar  and  Officers  of  the  Court: 

In  the  construction  of  this  temple  your  needs  and  comfort 
have  been  constantly  in  mind.  When  the  corner-stone  was 
laid,  Mr.  John  H.  Murdoch  congratulated  you  on  the  promise 
of  a  convenient  and  comfortable  building  in  which  to  transact 
legal  business,  and  of  a  safe  place  for  the  deposit  of  the  pub- 
lic records.  For  light,  heat,  and  ventilation,  for  arrange- 
ments and  appliances  for  the  most  easy  and  convenient  trans- 
action  of    business,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the    public 
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records,  this  building  is  equal,  and  certainly  not  inferior,  to 
any  similar  structure  in  the  United  States.  We  -welcome  you 
to  it,  trusting  that  it  will  meet  your  highest  expectations,  and 
hoping  that  you  may  live  to  enjoy  it  and  to  serve  the  people 
faithfully. 

YouE  HoNOBS  J.  A.  McIlvaine  and  J.  F.  Taylor: 

At  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  youi'  honor  the  president 
judge  closed  an  address  by  expressing  the  hope  that  this 
building,  "  so  long  as  it  shall  stand,  may  be  in  fact  as  well  as 
in  name  a  temple  of  justice."  In  its  construction  this  has 
been  the  supreme  purpose  of  us  all.  The  meaning  of  this 
great  work  of  art  is  to  be  found,  not  in  the  majestic  figure  on 
the  dome,  but  in  the  statue  of  the  blindfolded  Goddess  of  the 
Scales  and  the  Sword  that  stands  above  the  entrance.  This 
figure,  which  so  beautifully  symbolizes  the  high  qualities  of 
justice,  indicates  that  in  its  administration  you  are  to  see  no 
difference  between  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  weak  and 
strong,  but  are  to  weigh  out  carefully,  in  the  balances  of 
eternal  justice,  the  exact  amount  due  to  every  man,  and  then 
to  see  that  what  is  measured  out  is  properly  enforced.  Let, 
then,  this  beautiful  temple  be  dedicated  to  the  sublime  pur- 
pose for  which  it  has  been  erected ;  let  the  statue  of  the  old 
goddess  be  your  constant  inspiration  to  judge  the  people 
righteously,  and  may  God  save  the  Commonwealth  and  this 
Honorable  Court. 

In  conclusion,  fellow-citizens,  I  desire  to  express  the 
appreciation  of  the  commissioners  of  the  support  given  to 
them  during  the  progress  of  the  work.  If,  for  more  than  two 
years,  it  imposed  continuous  and  anxious  thought,  your  sup- 
port lightened  the  burden,  and  the  commendation  now 
bestowed  compensates  for  all  their  toil  and  care.     Acknowl- 


J.    WILEy    DAY, 

MoEKis  Township. 

[Half-tone  liy  BniKdon,  Irom  photograiih  by  Ihillani 
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edgments,  too,  are  due  to  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  county 
solicitor,  for  guidance,  to  the  judges,  the  bar,  and  other 
officers  of  the  court  for  ever-ready  counsel,  and  to  the  press 
for  constant  and  hearty  support. 

Eesponses. 

The  master  of  ceremonies  then  introduced  successively 
three  gentlemen  representing  the  tax-payers  of  the  county, 
one  of  the  judges  representing  the  court,  and  a  member  of 
the  bar  representing  the  bar  and  county  officers,  to  respond  to 
the  foregoing  address  by  Mr.  Clark. 

These  addresses,  in  the  order  of  their  delivery,  were  as 
follows : 

1.    Mr.  J.  Wiley  Day,'  of  Morris  township: 
on  behalf  of  the  tax-payees. 

Fellow-Citizens  : 

Called  together  as  we  are,  under  circumstances  peculiarly 
interesting  to  the  citizens  of  Washington  County,  it  is  in  keep- 
ing with  the  present  occasion  that  we  notice  briefly  something 
of  its  early  history. 

In  1781  Washington  County  was  organized.  The  need  of 
public  buildings  being  felt,  one  David  Hoge,  founder  of  the 
town  of  Basset,  now  Washington,  gave  to  the  new  county  (all 
honor  to  his  memory),  a  plot  of  ground  two  hundred  and  forty 
feet  square,  upon  which  the  first  court-house  building  was 
finished  in  1787.  It  was  a  log  structure,  historic  for  being 
the  first  temple  of  justice  in  the  county.  This  building  was 
burned  down  during  the  winter  of  1790-91.  In  1794  a  second 
took  its  place,  at  a  cost  of  $14,600,  with  some  additional  ex- 

'  Mr.  Day  was  born  in  Morris  township,  Washington  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  December  15, 1837,  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Day,  and  has  followed 
the  business  of  farming  all  his  life. 
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peuses  for  such  articles  as  candlesticks,  scouring-saud,  ink- 
powder,  etc.  This  building,  being  more  modern  in  architec- 
ture and  material,  marked  a  period  in  the  early  history  of  the 
county,  so  near  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when 
the  progress  of  civilization  seemed  to  move  slowly  but  surely 
in  the  hands  of  an  industrious  people. 

At  that  time  every  home  was  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment; the  tradesman  had  his  workshop;  those  that  chose 
agriculture  went  forth  to  clear  away  the  forests,  and  turn  the 
virgin  soil  into  fertile  fields,  that  they  might  produce  "  seed 
for  the  sower  and  bread  for  the  eater."  The  reaper  went  forth, 
sickle  in  hand,  to  gather  the  golden  grain  handful  by  hand- 
ful ;  the  grain-cradle  came  to  his  relief,  and  was  operated  by 
main  strength  and  lubricated  by  a  commodity  then  manufac- 
tured in  almost  every  community,  but  not  so  common  in  harvest 
fields  to-day. 

A  third  court-house  was  finished  in  1842,  and  with  a 
sheriff's  house  cost  nearly  $30,000.  This  being  near  the 
middle  of  the  century  marked  another  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  county,  when  the  gray  morning  of  civilization  seemed  to 
burst  forth,  with  renewed  life  and  vigor  in  every  department; 
like  the  vision  of  the  ancient  prophet,  progress  upon  wheels, 
moving  onward  and  upward. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  nature  has  deposited  some  of  her 
richest  treasures  within  the  borders  of  our  county.  From  deep 
down  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  the  ingenious  hand  of  man 
has  brought  forth  the  petroleum,  and  sent  it  on  its  mission  to 
give  light  and  heat,  bringing  joy  and  comfort  to  many  homes. 
The  black  diamond  that  lies  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth  is 
used  to  furnish  the  energy  that  carries  commerce  over  land 
and  sea.  The  secret  that  nature  yielded  to  Franklin  moves 
the   car    to  and  fro  with  its  living  freight,  and   brings    the 


D.    S.    FULTON, 

Hanover  Township. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdoii,  from  photograph. 
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civilized  world  into  the  magic  circle  of  instantaneous  com- 
munication. 

It  would  not  do  the  occasion  justice  were  I  not  to  speak 
of  the  noble  women  of  Washington  County,  who  stood  so 
faithfully  beside  the  sterner  sex,  and  shared  the  trials  and 
vicissitudes  of  the  infant  county.  I  know  of  no  greater  eulogy 
to  pronounce  upon  them  than  that  pronounced  by  Cromwell's 
blind  clerk:    "  They  are  heaven's  choicest  gift.  " 

Now,  my  fellow-citizens,  nearing  the  end  of  this  eventful 
century,  we  have  met  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  this  the 
fourth  court-house  built  in  the  county.  We  have  looked  upon 
the  exterior ;  we  now  behold  the  interior,  and  we  wonder  what 
manner  of  man  the  architect  was  who  so  skillfully  drew  the 
plan,  or  the  mechanic  that  materialized  the  same — a  "master 
workman  that  need  not  be  ashamed." 

In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Washington  County,  we  accept 
this  magnificent  temple  of  justice;  and  may  it  ever  be  an 
asylum  for  justice,  in  keeping  with  the  law  of  the  great  Law- 
giver of  the  universe;  may  this  monument,  whose  dome  has 
reached  a  dizzy  height,  crowned  with  that  figure  which  repre- 
sents him  who  lies  near  the  heart  of  every  American  citizen, 
stand  to  be  honored  and  preserved  by  succeeding  generations. 

2.  Mr.  D.  S.  Fulton,'  of  Hanover  township: 

also  on  behalf  of  the  tax-payebs. 

Fellow-Citizens: 

In  our  school  days,  as  we  thumbed  the  pages  of  Mc- 
Guffey's  Series,  with  a  persistency  which  was  successful 
in   dog-earing   the   leaves  if    not  in    imbibing  the  contents, 

•  Mr.  Fulton  was  born  in  Hanover  township,  Washington  County,  on 
April  18,  1838,  of  James  L.  and  Sarah  (Russell)  Fulton,  and  has  been  a 
farmer  all  his  life. 
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we  were  particularly  impressed  by  a  cut  representing  a  sol- 
dier boy  armed  with  sword  and  sash,  and  strutting  with 
appai'ent  appreciation  of  his  own  importance ;  and  underneath 
we  read,  in  the  usual  boyish  fashion,  "  Oh,  were  you  ne'er  a 
school-boy,  and  did  you  never  train,  and  feel  that  swelling  of 
the  heart  you  ne'er  shall  feel  again?  "  No  doubt  the  would-be 
poet  expressed  a  general  truth,  yet  what  citizen  of  Washington 
County  can  view  this  vast  and  beautiful  structure,  realizing 
the  fact  that  it  is  ours,  and  not  feel  something  of  a  similar 
state  of  expansion? 

Does  it  pay?  is  a  question  we  hear  on  every  hand;  and 
justly,  too,  for  we  have  a  right  to  demand  an  adequate  return 
on  all  expenditures.  This  principle  underlies  all  true  success. 
While  this  is  true,  still  we  must  not  always  expect  an  imme- 
diate return,  for  the  future  must  be  provided  for.  Too  often 
we  only  recognize  the  return  in  dollars  and  cents,  overlooking 
entirely  those  nobler  influences  which  act  upon  our  social, 
moral,  and  intellectual  being.  While  we  think  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  show  to  any  reasonable  mind  that  the  expendi- 
ture in  this  instance  is  sure  to  make  returns  in  kind,  yet  we 
prefer  to  spend  the  little  time  allotted  to  us  in  pointing  out  the 
nobler  returns  to  be  anticipated  along  educational  lines — edu- 
cation in  its  broadest  sense,  the  effect  of  our  actions  and  sur- 
roundings in  building  our  characters  and  molding  our  lives 
for  weal  or  for  woe. 

Too  often  the  grosser  elements  of  our  nature,  love  of  self 
and  love  of  possessions,  are  appealed  to.  Especially  is  this 
true  in  the  political  arena.  Is  the  issue  free-trade  or  pro- 
tection ?  Each  exponent  assures  us  that  his  policy  will  enrich, 
while  the  other  will  surely  impoverish.  Is  it  the  pro  or  con 
of  free  coinage  of  silver,  or  the  disposition  of  our  island  pos- 
sessions?   The  same  sordid  principle  is  appealed  to.    Yea,  even 
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our  prohibition  friends  strive  to  show  that  the  abolition  of 
the  liquor  traffic  is  sure  to  put  money  in  our  pockets,  while 
their  opponents  slyly  point  to  the  steady  flow  of  revenue  from 
the  license  system.  And  in  the  avenues  of  trade,  too,  such  is 
the  case,  until  one  is  almost  persuaded  that  ninety-eight  cents 
has  usurped  the  place  of  the  dollar  as  a  unit  of  value. 

All  this  has  a  tendency  to  contract  and  degrade  the  human 
soul  by  constantly  appealing  to  the  grosser  elements  of  our 
nature.  The  wise  man  expressed  a  common  law  of  our  nature 
when  he  said,  "  The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat."  As  fat 
expands  the  body,  so  liberality  expands  the  soul.  Nature 
teaches  liberality  in  all  her  endowments  and  in  all  her  opera- 
tions. The  God  of  nature  teaches  liberality  in  revelation. 
The  Jewish  nation,  that  had  an  infinite  Ruler,  as  well  as  infal- 
lible laws,  were  taught  liberality  to  such  an  extent  that  at 
times  the  people  had  to  be  restrained  fi'om  giving,  and  they 
manifested  the  expansion  of  their  soiils  by  rejoicing  with  ex- 
ceeding great  joy  at  being  permitted  to  give.  We  need  not 
only  liberality  in  giving,  but  in  devising,  in  pi'oper  propor- 
tion, not  only  for  the  present,  but  for  the  future.  Liberality 
in  architecture  tending  to  beauty  and  grandeur  is  equally  en- 
nobling with  the  beauty  and  grandeur  in  nature.  Wherever 
you  see  commodious  and  tasteful  homes  and  surroundings, 
there  you  expect  to  find  noble  souls.  Wherever  civilization 
and  the  fine  arts  go,  there  go  architectural  beauty  and  sym- 
metry, developing  love  of  country  and  love  of  the  beautiful. 

We  behold  it,  too,  in  divine  revelation.  Listen  to  the 
human  ruler  of  Israel  as  he  charges  his  son  Solomon:  "The 
house  that  is  to  be  builded  must  be  exceedingly  magnificent, 
and  I  have  prepared  for  it  with  all  my  might,  and  thou  mayest 
add  thereto;"  and  we  are  not  surprised  in  after  years,  when 
the  shepherd  lad  was  tending  his  flock  upon  his  native  heath, 
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to  hear  him,  as  his  eyes  fell  upon  the  Holy  City,  break  out  in 
ecstasy:  "  Mt.  Zion  stands  most  beautiful,  the  joy  of  all  the 
land.  The  city  of  the  great  king  on  the  north  side  doth 
stand."  Surely  the  divine  mind  recognized  the  efficacy  of 
these  influences  to  make  noble  and  happy  citizens. 

Yes,  my  friends,  perhaps  you  have  builded  greater  than 
you  knew.  Tou  have  builded  upon  every  village  and  hamlet, 
upon  every  school-house  and  home;  yea,  upon  every  soul  in 
the  county,  and  although  the  love  of  the  almighty  dollar  may 
blind  some  minds  now  to  the  true  significance  of  your  achieve- 
ment, yet  when  future  generations  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
your  liberal  sowing,  they  will  most  surely  rise  up  and  call  you 
blessed. 

Do  we,  the  citizens  of  Washington  County,  accept  it  at 
your  hands?  Surely,  with  this  magnificent  building  over 
our  heads  and  these  inspiring  thoughts  in  our  minds,  what 
can  we  do  but  accept  it,  with  thankfulness  to  you  who  have 
borne  the  brunt  of  its  construction,  and  with  the  prayer 
that  every  word  spoken  and  every  act  performed  within  its 
devoted  walls  may  be  just  as  pure  and  ennobling  as  the 
building  itself. 

3.  Mr.  James  S.  Buchanan,'  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township: 

ALSO    ON   BEHALF   OF    THE    TAX-PAYEKS. 

[The  personal  attendance  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was  prevented  by  a  serious 
Illness,  as  explained  in  the  following  letter  from  him,  read  by  Mr.  T.  J. 
Duncan:] 

HiCKOBY,  Pennsylvania,  November  15,  1900. 
T.  Jeff.  Duncan,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — In  a  former  letter  I  accepted  an  invitation  to  be 
present  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  court-house,  and  partici- 

'  Mr.  Buchanan  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  on  April  1, 18.38, 
of  Thomas  and  Jane  Buchanan;  in  occupation  a  farmer  and  wool-grower, 
and  for  twenty-five  years  he  has  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace. 


JAMES    S.    BUCHANAN, 

Mount  Pleasant  Township. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hallam.j 
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pate  in  the  exercises  as  stated  in  the  published  program.  I 
am  very  sorry  now  that  this  cannot  be,  and  that  all  I  am  able 
to  do  is  to  send  this  expression  of  my  regret  and  disappoint- 
ment. The  loss,  however,  will  be  chiefly  mine,  as  is  also  the 
misfortune  that  prevents  my  attendance  as  promised.  Please 
explain  the  situation  to  your  committee,  and  in  such  manner 
as  you  may  deem  prudent  kindly  make  known  to  the  audience 
that  may  assemble  at  the  dedicatory  exercises  that  my  failure 
to  appear  as  announced  is  a  dispensation  of  Providence,  and 
not,  on  my  part,  a  willful  disregard  of  my  engagement.  On 
Monday  I  was  taken  quite  ill,  and  have  been  bedfast  ever 
since,  and  am  now  so  sick  and  weak  that  it  is  with  difficulty 
that  I  write  this  explanation  of  my  unavoidable  absence. 

The  dedication  of  a  county  court-house  is  an  event  that  is 
likely  to  occur  but  once  in  the  lifetime  of  an  individual,  and 
probably  no  person  who  witnesses  the  dedication  of  the 
present  building  in  this  year  of  grace  1900  will  ever  be  pres- 
ent at  a  similar  occasion  in  Washington  County.  Her  citizens 
should  feel  proud  that  they  have  this  handsome  and  commo- 
dious structure  for  the  ornamentation  of  their  county-seat,  for 
the  preservation  of  their  records  and  evidences  of  title,  and 
for  the  dealing  out  of  even-handed  justice  to  litigants.  It  is 
the  property  of  the  people  as  a  whole,  erected  for  their  wel- 
fare, and  should  be  so  considered  and  valued  by  them. 

American  courts  and  court-hoases  are  the  strongest  bul- 
warks of  American  liberties,  standing  as  they  do  for  a  peaceful 
and  equitable  administration  of  law,  and  in  marked  and  noble 
contrast  with  the  militarism  by  which  so  many  millions  of  the 
human  race  are  governed  and  terrorized  by  potentates  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  They  are  better  and  cheaper  than  stand- 
ing armies,  provided  their  sanctity  and  purity  are  preserved 
as  they  ought  to  be.     Judges  should  be  able  and  impartial ; 


176  COURTS   OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND  BAR. 

lawyers  should  be  honorable  as  well  as  faithful  to  clients, 
never,  for  the  sake  of  pride  or  filthy  lucre,  lending  themselves 
to  the  advocacy  of  an  unjust  cause;  litigants  should  seek  only 
justice;  and  witnesses  should  never  become  partisans  to  a 
cause  in  which  they  are  called  to  testify. 

When  the  erection  of  the  present  new  building  was  at 
first  discussed,  there  was  much  apprehension  among  tax- 
payers that  it  would  result  in  a  lavish  expenditure  of  pub- 
lic money,  and  cause  unnecessary  and  perhaps  oppressive 
taxation.  I  believe  this  feeling  has  generally  passed  away 
as  the  work  progressed,  and  that  the  opponents  to  the  en- 
terprise are  now  comparatively  few  and  far  between.  The 
people  of  Washington  County  came  largely  from  the  sturdy 
old  Scotch-Irish  stock;  and  have,  fi-om  its  earliest  settle- 
ment, been  known  for  their  intelligence,  thrift,  and  public 
enterprise.  The  influence  of  her  childi-en  has  gone  out  in 
every  direction.  They  have  become  leaders  amongst  the 
people  of  the  various  sections  in  which  they  have  located 
on  leaving  their  native  county;  they  have  gained  eminence 
in  almost  every  department  of  life,  literature,  science,  law, 
theology,  statesmanship,  war,  commerce,  and  material  indus- 
tries, and  the  names  of  some  are  prominent  on  the  pages 
of  national  history.  The  new  court-house  becomes  such 
a  people,  and  it  is  my  earnest  hope  that  it  may  long  en- 
dure to  answer  the  purposes  of  its  erection,  and  that  no 
wrong  or  injustice  may  ever  be  perpetrated  within  its  walls. 

Again  I  express  my  disappointment  at  being  kept  away 
from  its  dedication,  and  my  wish  that  nothing  may  occur 
to  mar  the  dedication  exercises. 


JAMES   FRANKLIN    TAYLOB, 

Admitted,  1879. 

Additional  Law  Judge  from  1895. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  liallani.l 
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i.    Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor,'  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania: 

on  behalf  of  the  court. 

Mb.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  early  in  life  that  our  thoughts  are  directed  to  the 
ideas  represented  by  a  court-house.  If  it  be  an  imposing 
structure,  set  in  a  public  square,  and  law  and  justice  are 
in  truth  and  in  fact  dispensed  with  becoming  dignity  within 
its  walls,  our  first  conception  is  that  lasting  conception 
of  high  human  authority: 

"Lucius.    Justice  will  be  defeated! 

ViKGiNius.  Who  says  that? 

He  lies  in  the  face  of  the  gods!     She  is  immutable, 
Immaculate,  and  immortal!    And,  though  all 
The  guilty  globe  should  blaze,  she  will  spring  up 
Through  the  fire,  and  soar  above  the  crackling  pile, 
With  not  a  downy  feather  ruffled  by  its  fierceness! " 

But  no  one  whose  duty  it  has  been  to  make  or  admin- 
ister the  law  has  failed  to  be  impressed  with  the  truth 
that  it  is  a  system  of  perpetual  motion.  While  its  primary 
and  principal  purpose  is  to  promote  justice,  and  to  this  end 
remains  stable  and  sure,  it  is  found  necessary  to  constantly 
enlarge  its  scope  and  relax  its  rules.  And  the  reason  for 
this  is,  that  the  law  is  simply  an  expression  of  the  chang- 
ing needs  of  daily  life,  and  that  to  do  justice  the  law  must 
keep  step  with  progress.  We  outgrow  law  as  we  do  our 
clothes;  and  as  we  expand  in  size  we  need  larger  equip- 
ment and  a  better  fit,  it  has  been  said. 

It  is  perfectly  easy  to  understand  that  when  there  were 

'  Hon.  James  Franklin  Taylor  was  born  in  South  Strabane  township, 
on  January  15,  1854,  of  William  H.  and  Jane  (Jones)  Taylor;  attended 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College  through  the  junior  year;  studied  law 
with  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Washington  County 
bar  in  1879;  district  attorney,  1884-1889;  appointed  additional  law  judge 
in  1895,  and  the  same  year  was  elected  and  commissioned  for  the  full 
term  of  ten  years.    See  sketch  of  Colonel  Henry  Taylor,  ante,  p.  .35. 
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no  railroads  the  law  of  railroads  did  not  exist.  So  long  as 
oil  and  gas  remained  fugitive  volatiles  in  the  depths  of  the 
earth,  there  were  no  laws  regulating  ownership  and  produc- 
tion. The  vast  volume  of  laws  appertaining  to  these  subjects 
has  been  a  growth,  and  every  time  a  new  question  has  been 
asked  as  to  the  right  of  the  passenger,  the  shipper,  the 
railroad  company,  or  the  producer  and  transporter  through 
other  estates,  it  has  been  answered  by  a  statute  or  by  a 
decision.  The  telegraph,  the  telephone,  and  the  trolley — all 
the  mysterious  forces  which  are  contributing  to  our  daily 
comfort  and  becoming  indispensable  to  our  daily  life — are 
constantly  calling  upon  us  to  tell  them  what  is  the  law. 

With  such  marvelous  growths  and  developments  in  our 
times,  along  these  and  kindred  lines,  necessitating  enlarged 
and  improved  places  of  protection  for  the  vast  accumulations 
of  court  files  and  books  of  record  made  by  the  people,  and 
expansion  for  resultant  business  —  nowhere  more  apparent 
and  pressing  than  in  this  prosperous  county  of  Washington 
— it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  when  providing  for  these 
civilized  requirements,  the  development  of  our  wants,  we 
should  build  strictly  utilitarian  piles  and  ignore  or  minimize 
beauty  of  structure  and  extent  of  dimension.  Among  the 
best  proofs  of  the  advanced  civilization  to  which  some  of  the 
ancients  attained,  and  of  the  lost  ai'ts,  are  the  uncovered 
ruins  of  their  architecture  and  the  work  of  their  artisans. 

In  this  building,  protection,  expansion,  convenience, 
beauty  of  structure  and  decoration,  and  extent  of  dimensions 
are  happily  combined,  and  as  was  asserted  when  its  chief 
corner-stone  was  laid,  when  its  dome  should  raise  itself  into 
the  sky,  and  its  courts  and  corridors  be  dedicated  to  their 
intended  uses,  the  thoughtful  and  progressive  citizens, 
liberal-minded,    liberal-handed    to    the    county's    needs    and 
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ALEXANDER    WILSON, 

Admitted,  1S53. 
[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  RothwelL] 
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deserts,  would  swell  with  pride  over  this  public  possession, 
and  this  feeling  find  expression  in  praise  for  its  projectors, 
designers,  builders,  and  workmen.  Tour  presence  and 
plaudits  here  to-day  attest  the  fulfillment  of  that  foretelling. 

Here  is  much  for  just  county  pride  and  for  general 
felicitation.  We  now  have  a  modern  court-house,  contracted 
for,  in  the  main,  before  the  great  advance  in  the  price  of  the 
materials  entering  into  its  construction  ;  and  since,  the 
payment  of  its  cost  and  its  ownership  further  apportioned 
and  shared  by  taxable  estates  in  vast  bodies  of  coal  recently 
segregated  from  the  surface  and  owned  chiefly  by  companies 
and  corporations.  And  though  its  outer  walls  are  not  of 
the  costly  and  ages-enduring  granite  of  which  the  ancient 
Egyptians  built  the  pyramids,  they  are  of  stone  well  laid,  and 
will  stand  long  after  succeeding  generations  shall  have 
passed  from  this  mortal  life.  The  materials  used  are  the 
best  of  their  kind,  the  workmanship  is  honest  throughout, 
and  we  believe  the  entire  structure  to  have  been  controlled 
without  jobbery  in  contracts. 

It  is  amid  these  conditions  and  with  these  beliefs,  the 
desire  of  those  now  charged  with  the  administration  of  justice 
through  the  several  courts  to  sit  from  time  to  time,  during 
their  administrations,  in  this  building,  that  I,  on  their  behalf, 
in  this  presence,  make  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the 
honorable  board  of  county  commissioners,  the  architect, 
the  contractors,  the  superintendent,  the  foreman,  even  unto 
the  humblest  artisan,  "  each  in  his  separate  star,"  for  the 
honesty  and  fidelity  here  apparent  ;  and  return  to  the 
sovereign  people  of  the  county  the  thanks  of  the  court  for 
this  munificence. 
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5.    Mr.  Alexander  Wilson,'  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania: 
for  the  bar  and  county  officers. 
Me.  Chairman: 

On  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  bar  and  the  county  offi- 
cers, I  render  thanks  and  congratulations  to  the  architect  for 
the  plan  of  this  beautiful  building,  and  to  the  contractors 
and  workmen  who  have  so  faithfully  and  skillfully  wrought 
upon  it. 

The  erection  of  a  new  court-house  was  an  absolute  neces- 
sity. Within  the  last  few  years  the  population  of  the  county 
has  largely  increased.  Important  industrial  and  commercial 
enterprises  have  caused  a  great  increase  in  the  volume  of  busi- 
ness in  the  courts  and  in  the  county  offices.  Up  to  1881,  one 
hundred  and  twenty -five  volumes,  many  of  them  of  small  size, 
were  sufficient  to  contain  all  the  deeds  and  mortgages  that 
were  recorded  during  the  period  of  one  hundred  years.  Since 
1881,  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  volumes  of  much  larger 
size  have  been  filed.  More  dockets  have  been  required  in  the 
clerk's  office  in  the  last  nineteen  years  than  were  used  during 
the  preceding  one  hundred  years. 

In  the  prothonotary's,  register's,  treasurer's,  sheriff's,  and 
commissioners'  offices,  the  business  transacted  shows  a  very 
large  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  population.  The  vaults 
in  the  old  building  were  not  sufficiently  large  to  hold  the 
record  books  and  papers,  and  to  accommodate  those  who  were 
obliged  to  work  in  them.  And  had  the  old  court-house  been 
destroyed  by  fire  the  vaults  would  also  have  been  destroyed, 
and  the  muniments  of  the  titles  of  every  man  who  owned  a 

■  Mr.  Wilson  was  born  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  on  May  23, 1830,  of 
Marcus  and  Ann  (Evans)  Wilson;  graduated  at  Washington  College  in  1847; 
studied  law  with  Mr.  A.  W.  Acheson,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Harvard 
Law  School;  was  admitted  to  the  Washington  County  bar  in  1853;  and 
was  district  attorney  for  the  county,  1856-1862. 
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rood  of  land  within  the  county  would  have  been  swept  away. 
Therefore,  let  us  rejoice  to-day,  not  only  in  the  beauty  of  this 
building,  but  also  in  the  security  it  affords  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  title-deeds. 

The  supervision  of  the  erection  of  this  building  has  im- 
posed great  responsibility  and  labor  upon  the  commissioners 
and  their  solicitor,  and  our  thanks  are  rendered  to  them  for 
the  fidelity  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  discharged  the 
trust  committed  to  them. 

The  building  is  complete  in  all  its  parts.  The  offices  are 
commodious,  with  ample  provision  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
records,  and  they  will  be  manned  by  courteous  gentlemen  who  are 
well  qualified  for  the  positions  to  which  they  have  been  called. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  large  and  convenient  room  which 
the  commissioners  have  set  apart  for  the  court  library,  and  for 
assigning  a  suitable  and  pleasant  room  for  the  use  of  the  Bar 
Association. 

To  our  legal  brethren  from  other  counties  who  are  present 
with  us  to-day  we  give  the  hand  of  fellowship,  greeting  them 
as  members  of  an  honorable  and  useful  profession. 

To  all  the  guests  within  our  gates  we  extend  a  cordial  wel- 
come. 

Of  all  the  members  of  the  bar  of  Washington  County  who 
were  practitioners  in  the  year  of  1843  in  the  old  court-house 
but  one  survives,  our  esteemed  fellow-citizen,  Alexander  Mur- 
doch, Esq.,  now  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  this 
place.  Although  he  retired  from  practice  many  years  ago,  he 
wishes  to  be  regarded  as  still  a  member  of  the  bar,  and  we  ex- 
tend to  him  our  fraternal  greetings.  His  contemporaries  at  this 
bar  were  renowned  as  able  counselors  and  eloquent  advocates. 

One  of  my  lawyer  friends  who  recently  returned  from  a 
tour  in  Europe  told  me  that  the  first  place  he  visited  after  his 
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arrival  in  the  city  of  Brussels  was  the  beautiful  "Temple  of 
Justice,"  that  cost  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Every  court-house  is  a  temple  of  justice,  and  stands  as  an 
emblem  of  the  supremacy  of  law,  as  security  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  Within  its 
precincts  all  suitors  stand  upon  an  equality.  The  judges  are 
impartial  arbiters.  Jurors  are  sworn  well  and  truly  to  try  the 
issixes  joined.  The  oath  of  the  attorneys  is  a  pledge  of  fidelity 
to  the  court  and  to  their  clients. 

The  commonwealth  is  safe  so  long  as  we  have  an  indepen- 
dent and  upright  judiciary,  an  honorable  bar  and  conscientious 
jurors. 

Let  us  hope  that  in  all  the  coming  years  the  courts  here 
holden  will  be  presided  over,  as  they  now  are,  by  impartial 
judges  of  high  character,  and  that  the  bar  may  always  be 
composed,  as  it  now  is,  of  gentlemen  of  integrity  and  ability. 


History  of  the  New  Couet-House,  Etc. 

At  the  close  of  the  foregoing  responses,  Mr.  James 
I.  Brownson,'  county  solicitor,  introduced  by  the  master  of 
ceremonies,  delivered  an  address  outlining  the  history  of  the 
erection  of  the  new  court-house  and  other  public  buildings, 
as  follows: 

Mk.  President,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen: 

Washington  County  has  had  three  court-houses  preceding 

the  one  whose  dedication  now  occupies  our  attention.     The 

'  Mr.  James  Irwin  Browneon  was  born  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
on  January  25,  1856,  of  Rev.  Dr.  James  I.  and  Eleanor  M.  (Acheson) 
Brownson ;  graduated  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  in  1875 ; 
studied  law  with  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Washington  County  bar  in  1878  ;  and  succeeded  Mr.  James  Q.  McGiflSn 
as  county  solicitor,  on  the  death  of  the  latter  on  February  4,  1899. 


JAMES    I.    BROWNSON, 

Admitted,  1878. 

County  Solicitor  from  1899. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon.  from  photograph  by  Hallam. 
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first  was  a  log  building,  completed  in  1787,  and  used  until  its 
destruction  by  fire  in  the  winter  of  1790-91.  The  erection  of 
the  second  was  commenced  in  1791,  and  completed  in  1794:. 
Repairs  and  additions  to  this  building  were  made  in  1819. 
Contracts  for  the  building  of  the  third  structure  were  let  in 
1839,  and  it  was  finished  in  the  fall  of  1842.  This  was  a 
substantially  built,  well-proportioned  edifice,  constructed  of 
brick.  At  the  time  of  its  erection,  and  for  many  years  there- 
after, it  provided  accommodations  for  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business  which  answered  fully  all  requirements,  with 
but  one  exception,  viz.,  that  the  danger  of  the  destruction  of 
the  public  records  by  fire  was  not  sufficiently  guarded 
against.  But  after  it  had  been  in  use  for  about  a  half- 
century,  it  began  to  be  felt  that  it  was  no  longer  adequate  to 
the  public  needs.  The  population  of  the  county,  which  was 
about  42,000  at  the  time  of  its  completion,  had  more  than 
doubled  by  1897;  and  the  increase  of  population,  together 
with  the  material  development  of  the  county,  and  the  diversi- 
fication of  its  business  interests  through  the  opening  up  of 
coal  mines  and  oil  and  gas  fields,  the  building  of  railroads, 
and  the  introduction  of  various  lines  of  manufacturing 
industry,  resulted  in  very  much  more  than  the  doubling  of 
the  business  to  be  transacted  by  the  county  offices. 

In  1842,  Washington  was  a  part  of  a  judicial  district 
composed  of  three  counties,  Fayette  and  Greene  being 
the  other  two.  In  1897,  it  not  only  was  a  separate  dis- 
trict of  itself,  but  had  two  law  judges  occupied  in  dis- 
patching its  judicial  business.  Having  but  one  court-room, 
and  lacking  sufficient  jury-rooms  and  other  very  necessary 
accommodations,  the  court-house  had  ceased  to  be  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  courts.  And  the  increase  of  the  business 
in    the    different   offices    had   been    such    that    the    quarters 
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provided  for  the  officers  no  longer  afforded  sufficient  room  for 
its  convenient  transaction  and  for  the  storing  and  safe-keeping 
of  the  ever-increasing  bulk  of  valuable  records.  With  the 
growth  in  the  county's  wealth,  and  the  rapid  development  of 
all  its  material  interests,  these  records  were  constantly  taking 
on  greater  value  as  muniments  of  title  and  evidences  of 
indebtedness,  and  of  rights  of  various  kinds.  That  they  were 
in  jeopardy  of  destruction  by  fire  while  kept  in  the  then 
existing  court-house,  no  one  doubted,  and  the  experiences 
of  the  people  of  Chicago  and  Cincinnati,  following  the 
burning  of  the  public  buildings  in  those  cities,  showed  what 
the  appalling  results  would  be  were  our  temple  of  justice  to 
be  consumed  by  fire. 

Our  county  jail  was  also  greatly  inadequate.  It  had  been 
erected  in  1867  and  1868,  with  the  belief  that  it  would 
provide  ample  prison  accommodations  for  several  generations. 
But  the  rapid  transformation  of  our  county  from  an  almost 
exclusively  agricultural  to  a  mining  and  manufacturing 
region  has  been  accompanied  by  such  an  increase  in  the 
criminal  class  that  the  jail  was  subject  to  overcrowding,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  keep  it  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

The  state  of  things  being  as  described,  it  began  to  be 
felt,  some  time  previous  to  the  year  1897,  that  the  time  had 
come  when  new  county  buildings,  better  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  the  present  and  future,  should  replace  those  that  were  then 
standing,  and  many  citizens  of  the  county  advocated  this  idea, 
upon  the  ground  of  absolute  necessity. 

In  January,  1897,  a  new  board  of  county  commissioners, 
composed  of  John  M.  Dunn  of  Morris  township,  William  G. 
Shillito  of  Smith  township,  and  John  P.  Charlton  of  Wash- 
ington,   went    into    office,    and    appointed    Mr.    George    E. 


COURT-ROOM    NO.    2,    TAYLOR,    A.  L.  J. 
[Half-tone  by  the  Chasmar-Wiuchell  Press,  New  York,  from  photoi^^raph  by  Hallam.^ 
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Lockhart  as  commissioners'  clerk,  and  Mr.  James  Q.  McGiffin 
as  county  solicitor.  The  members  of  this  board  were  at  once 
asked  by  many  tax-payers  to  take  steps  to  brihg  about  the 
erection  of  new  buildings,  it  being  urged  that  the  need  was 
great,  and  that  the  circumstances  were  propitious,  the  county 
not  having  a  dollar  of  indebtedness.  On  January  11,  1897, 
the  Washington  Bar  Association  appointed  a  committee  from 
its  membership,  composed  of  T.  F.  Birch,  L.  McCarrell,  J.  P. 
Miller,  M.  L.  A.  McCracken,  and  Winfield  Mcllvaine,  Esquires, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  project  of  securing  new 
buildings,  with  power  to  take  action  in  the  matter. 

Moved  by  the  representations  of  this  committee,  and  of 
other  prominent  citizens,  as  to  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
the  step,  the  commissioners  took  the  matter  under  consider- 
ation, with  the  result  that  on  February  12,  1897,  they  presented 
to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  their  petition,  setting  forth 
that  "on  account  of  the  increase  in  population,  wealth,  and 
business  in  said  county,  and  the  ravages  of  time,"  etc.,  the 
court-house  and  jail  had  become  too  small,  inconvenient,  and 
insecure  for  the  public  accommodation,  and  praying  that  the 
court  take  such  action,  as  the  law  may  direct.  The  petition 
was  accompanied  by  statements  and  affidavits  of  H.  T.  Bailey, 
clerk  of  courts,  W.  S.  Campbell,  prothonotary,  and  E.  N. 
Dunlap,  recorder  of  deeds,  setting  forth  the  inadequacy  and 
insufficiency  of  their  respective  office-rooms  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  public  business,  and  by  the  affidavit  of  J.  V. 
Clark,  high  sheriff,  stating,  inter  alia,  that  "  besides  being  too 
small,  said  jail  is  also  wholly  unsanitary  in  its  construction 
and  appliances,  and  is  not  sufficiently  secure  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  persons  confined  therein." 

The  petition  having  been  referred  by  the  court  to  the 
consideration  of  the  grand  jury   sitting   at   Februai-y   term. 
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that  body,  after  investigation,  by  unanimous  presentment, 
recommended  "the  erection,  at  the  seat  of  justice  of  said 
county,  of  a  new  court-house,  adequate  in  size,  and  convenient 
in  form  and  plan  of  construction  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  courts,  and  of  the  several  officers  of  said  county,  and  for 
the  reception  and  safe-keeping  of  the  records  and  other  papers 
in  charge  of  such  officers,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  county 
jail,  adequate  in  size,  and  with  proper  sanitary  equipments  for 
the  safe-keeping  and  humane  treatment  of  the  prisoners  com- 
mitted for  trial  or  upon  sentence  after  conviction." 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  the  court  referred 
the  matter,  for  consideration  and  action,  to  the  succeeding 
grand  jury,  at  May  term,  1897.  On  May  18,  1897,  this  jury 
returned  to  the  court  a  presentment,  similar  in  its  recommen- 
dations to  that  made  at  the  February  term. 

On  May  24,  1897,  the  judges  of  the  court,  the  Hon.  J.  A. 
Mcllvaine,  P.  J.,  and  the  Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  entered 
an  order  approving  the  presentments  of  the  grand  juries,  and 
directing,  authorizing,  and  empowering  the  county  commis- 
sioners "  to  erect,  at  the  county-seat  of  justice,  a  new  court- 
house, adequate  in  size,  and  convenient  in  form  and  plan  of 
construction,"  etc.,  "and  a  new  jail,  adequate  in  size,  and  with 
the  proper  sanitary  equipments,"  etc.,  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions to  be  submitted  for  approval  under  the  act  of  April  19, 
1895,  P.  L.  38. 

In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  laid  upon 
them  by  this  order,  the  first  practical  question  that  confronted 
the  county  commissioners  arose  out  of  the  fact  that  a  part  of 
the  ground  owned  by  the  county,  and  needed  for  its  new  build- 
ings, was  not  in  its  possession. 

The  town  of  Washington  was  laid  out  in   1781  by  David 


court-koom:  no.  3,  for  arguments. 

[Half-tone  by  the  Chasmar-Wiiicliell  Press,  New  York,  from  photograph  by  Hallam.; 
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Hoge.  His  original  plan  thereof  designates  a  parcel  of 
ground  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  square,  situated  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Monongahela  (now  Main)  Street,  and 
Ohio  (now  Beau)  Street,  as  given  gratis  for  a  court-house  and 
prison.  The  act  of  March  28,  1781,  erecting  the  county  of 
Washington,  contained  a  section  authorizing  James  Edgar, 
Hugh  Scott,  Van  Swearingen,  Daniel  Leet,  and  John  Arm- 
strong, or  any  three  of  them,  to  purchase  and  take  assurance 
to  them  and  their  heirs  of  a  piece  of  land,  to  be  approved  by 
the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  in  trust  and 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  and  thereupon  to 
build  a  court-house  and  prison.  Under  this  authority  the 
trustees  named  in  the  act  purchased  from  David  Hoge,  on 
October  18,  1781,  the  piece  of  ground  above  mentioned,  and 
by  deed  dated  that  day,  recorded  in  Deed  Book  B,  vol.  1, 
p.  39,  Mr.  Hoge  conveyed  the  same,  in  consideration  of  good 
will  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  and  five  shillings  in  hand 
paid,  to  Hugh  Scott,  Van  Swearingen,  Daniel  Leet,  and  John 
Armstrong,  "  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  county  of  Washington." 

Under  authority  of  an  act  of  assembly,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1869,  P.  L.  177,  the  commissioners  of  the  county,  on 
March  12,  1869,  leased  to  the  borough  of  Washington,  for  the 
term  of  fifty  years,  a  part  of  the  ground  granted  to  the  county 
by  Mr.  Hoge,  for  the  purpose  of  the  erection  thereon  by  the 
borough  of  a  town  hall,  the  lease,  which  is  recorded  in  Deed 
Book  O,  vol.  4,  p.  276,  describing  the  ground  so  leased  as 
bounded  on  the  north  by  a  line  twenty-six  feet  from  the  south 
face  of  the  court-house,  and  parallel  therewith,  on  the  south  by 
Cherry  Alley,  on  the  east  by  Main  Street,  and  extending  back 
one  hundred  feet  from  a  line  in  the  plane  of  the  east  face  of  the 
court-house,  or  so  much  of  said  distance  as   may  be  occupied 
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by  the  erection  of  the  town  hall  building.  Upon  this  piece  of 
ground  the  borough,  in  1869-70,  built  its  town  hall,  a  brick 
structure  of  two  stories.  This  building  was  still  standing  and 
in  use,  and  the  lease  of  the  ground  occupied  by  it  would  not 
expire  until  1919.  But  its  removal  was  absolutely  essential 
to  the  erection  of  such  a  court-house  as  the  needs  of  the 
county  required,  and  negotiations  looking  to  this  end  were 
opened  between  the  official  representatives  of  the  county  and 
the  borough.  The  final  result  of  these  negotiations  was  an 
agreement  between  the  county  commissioners  and  the  borough 
authorities  for  the  cancellation  of  the  lease,  in  consideration 
of  the  payment  by  the  county  to  the  borough  of  the  sum  of 
$12,000  toward  the  expense  of  removing  the  town  hall  build- 
ing to  another  location.  The  question  of  the  power  of  the 
commissioners  to  make  such  agreement  having  been  submitted 
to  the  court  by  a  petition  of  the  commissioners,  filed  Septem- 
ber 14,  1897,  the  petition  was  answered  by  an  opinion  filed 
the  same  day,  to  the  effect  that  the  ground  belonging  to  the 
public  square,  which  was  occupied  by  the  town  hall,  was  in 
the  view  of  the  court  absolutely  necessary  in  the  erection  of 
the  buildings  recommended  by  the  grand  jury,  and  that  the 
commissioners  had  power,  and  it  would  be  their  duty,  to 
expend  any  reasonable  sum  necessary  to  be  paid  to  clear  the 
public  square  by  the  removal  of  the  town  hall.  The  agree- 
ment between  the  county  and  borough  was  thereupon  formally 
executed  and  carried  out.  The  building  was  removed  bodily 
to  a  location  at  the  rear  of  a  lot  of  ground  extending  fi'om 
Wheeling  Street  to  Cherry  Alley,  which  had  been  purchased 
by  the  borough  from  A.  M.  Todd,  Esq.  This  removal  cost 
the  borough  in  the  neighborhood  of  $2,000  more  than  the  sum 
paid  by  the  county  under  the  agreement. 
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As  soon  as  it  became  known  that  Washington  County  was 
about  to  erect  new  public  buildings,  applications  began  to 
come  in  from  architects  who  desired  to  submit  plans,  and  these 
reached  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  one.  The  commis- 
sioners concluded  to  adopt  the  method  of  choosing  six  archi- 
tects to  present  preliminary  plans  in  competition;  if  one  of 
the  competitors  should  be  chosen  as  the  architect  of  the  build- 
ing, the  others  to  receive  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each 
to  recompense  them  for  their  work,  to  be  deducted  from  the 
commissions  of  the  successful  competitor.  This  scheme  was 
carried  out,  and  plans  were  submitted  by  the  six  selected  com- 
petitors. 

The  choice  for  the  position  of  architect  fell  upon  Mr.  F. 
J.  Osterling,  of  Pittsburg,  and  a  formal  contract  was  entered 
into  between  him  and  the  commissioners,  providing  for  the 
preparation  by  him  of  the  final  plans  and  specifications,  and 
defining  his  duties  as  the  architect  of  the  buildings.  It  was 
provided  therein  that  there  should  be  employed  a  superin- 
tendent of  construction  to  be  approved  by  the  commissioners. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Tohe,  of  Sheraden,  Pennsylvania,  was  afterward 
appointed  to  this  position. 

The  Bar  Association  had  appointed  a  committee,  consisting 
of  James  I.  Brownson,  L.  McCarrell,  J.  P.  Miller,  Sr.,  T.  J. 
Duncan,  and  Winfield  Mcllvaine,  to  serve  as  a  medium  of 
communication  between  the  bar  and  the  commissioners  in 
making  known  the  ideas  of  the  former  respecting  the  planning 
and  arrangement  of  the  court-house  so  as  to  afford  the  proper 
and  needed  facilities  for  judicial  and  oflice  business,  and  to 
render  any  aid  to  the  commissioners  in  connection  with  the 
building  that  they  might  require.  The  first  suggestion  made 
by  this  committee  was  that  the  area  of  the  ground  owned  by 
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the  county  was  insufficient  for  the  proper  placing  of  the  court- 
house and  jail,  with  due  regard  to  light,  ventilation,  fire  pro- 
tection, and  the  allowance  of  room  in  their  different  parts  for 
the  increased  needs  of  the  future.  In  pursuance  of  this  sug- 
gestion, the  attention  of  the  court  was  called  to  the  question  of 
the  need  of  additional  ground,  by  a  petition  presented  by  this 
committee  on  November  12,  1897.  The  petition  was  referred 
to  and  laid  before  the  grand  juries  which  sat  at  the  November 
term,  1897,  and  February  term,  1898,  each  of  which,  after 
full  investigation  and  consideration,  reported  in  favor  of  the 
purchase  by  the  county  of  a  parcel  of  ground  adjoining  and 
immediately  west  of  the  county  property,  fronting  one  hun- 
dred feet  on  West  Beau  Street,  and  extending  back  therefrom 
two  hundred  and  forty  feet  to  Cherry  Alley.  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  grand  juries  on  this  subject  having  been 
approved  by  an  order  of  the  court  filed  March  17,  1898,  the 
commissioners  proceeded  to  acquire  title  to  this  ground  for 
the  county.  The  ownership  appeared  to  be,  as  to  a  part  of  it, 
in  the  borough  of  Washington,  and  as  to  the  remainder,  in 
the  devisees  of  James  W.  Kuntz,  deceased;  but  the  title  to 
both  parcels  was  disputed,  being  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Mary 
Ann  Braden,  deceased.  In  consequence  of  this  dispute,  con- 
demnation proceedings  were  instituted  on  March  21,  1898,  to 
No.  80  May  term,  1898,  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  The 
same  viewers  were  appointed  to  pass  on  each  property;  viz.,  J. 
Murray  Clark,  William  B.  Chambers,  A.  T.  Anderson,  J.  M. 
Miller,  J.  K.  McLain,  A.  G.  Happer,  and  L.  M.  Marsh.  The 
viewers  made  reports,  assessing  the  amounts  to  be  paid  by  the 
county  at  $4,500  and  $10,000  respectively,  but  reporting 
further  that  the  title  was  in  dispute,  and  they  were  unable  to 
determine  to  whom  said  moneys  should  be  paid.  The  award 
of  $4,500  on  the  property  claimed  by  the  borough  having 
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become  absolute,  the  amount  thereof  was  paid  into  court  on 
May  26th.  From  the  other  award  an  appeal  was  entered  by 
the  devisees  of  James  W.  Kuntz,  but  they  permitted  the 
county  to  take  possession  pending  the  appeal,  without  filing  a 
bond.  On  May  2, 1899,  in  consideration  of  the  increase  of  the 
award,  by  way  of  compromise,  to  $10,750,  they  withdrew  the 
appeal,  whereupon  the  sum  last  named  was  paid  into  court  by 
the  county. 

The  additional  ground  required  having  been  provided  for 
by  the  institution  of  the  proceedings  just  mentioned,  Mr. 
Osterling  proceeded  to  complete  the  final  plans,  arranging 
them  with  reference  to  the  available  space.  Of  the  skill  and 
taste  embodied  in  them,  the  finished  buildings,  as  they  now 
stand,  will  be  an  enduring  monument.  Upon  their  completion 
the  plans  and  specifications  were  presented  to  the  court  on 
April  4,  1898,  for  approval,  whereupon  the  court  made  an 
order  fixing  the  11th  day  of  April,  1898,  as  the  time  for  hear- 
ing anything  which  the  commissioners  and  tax-payers  might 
desire  to  present,  in  favor  of  or  against  the  approval  of  the 
plans,  and  directing  that  in  the  mean  time  they  should  be  kept 
open  to  public  inspection  in  the  court-house.  After  a  public 
hearing  upon  the  date  named,  the  coiirt,  in  an  opinion  and 
decree  filed  later  in  the  same  day,  approved  the  plans  and 
specifications  as  prepared  by  the  architect.  The  jail  plans 
also  received  the  requisite  apjsroval  of  the  state  board  of 
charities. 

In  March,  1898,  the  old  buildings  had  been  sold  at  public 
auction  to  William  Hockley  for  $200,  the  purchaser  being  re- 
quired to  remove  them  without  expense  to  the  county.  This 
removal  was  effected  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1898.     The 
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town  hall  building,  in  the  new  location  to  which  it  had  been 
moved,  was  secured  as  a  temporary  place  for  holding  court 
during  the  removal  of  the  old  buildings  and  the  construction 
of  the  new,  and  quarters  for  the  county  officers  were  provided 
in  that  building  and  in  a  large  brick  dwelling-house  erected 
on  the  Wheeling  Street  front  of  the  Todd  lot.  The  sheriff 
was  provided  with  a  dwelling  and  office  in  a  brick  house,  since 
removed,  standing  upon  the  Kuntz  lot,  in  the  rear  of  which 
house  a  temporary  jail  was  constructed. 

The  commissioners  having  advertised  for  sealed  bids  for 
the  erection  of  the  court-house  and  jail,  and  the  bid  of  William 
Miller  &  Sons,  of  Pittsburg,  being  the  lowest,  viz.,  $379,900, 
using  sandstone  as  the  material,  the  bid  was  accepted  and  the 
general  contract  was  let  to  them,  and  signed  on  May  24,  1898. 
Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  promptly  entered  upon  the  work  of 
construction.  In  the  carrying  out  of  their  contract  precedence 
was  given  to  the  work  upon  the  new  jail,  in  view  of  the  im- 
perative requirement,  upon  considerations  of  humanity,  that  a 
proper  place  for  the  confinement  of  criminals  and  accused 
persons  awaiting  trial  be  provided  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 
The  result  was,  that  the  jail  building  was  practically  under 
roof  before  the  corner-stone  of  the  court-house  was  laid.  The 
jail  was  occupied  in  June,  1899. 

The  contract  with  Miller  &  Sons  did  not  embrace  the 
heating  and  ventilating  appliances,  the  plumbing,  gas-fitting, 
etc.,  etc.  In  the  summer  of  1898,  Halpin,  Kennedy  &  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg,  a  firm  afterwards  reorganized,  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Halpin,  as  Stinson,  Kennedy  &  Co.,  received  the  contract 
for  the  plumbing,  gas-fitting,  and  sewering  work  called  for 
by  the  specifications,  at  $11,068;  and  the  contract  for  the 
power  plant  and  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  was  given 
to  Maginn  &  Lewis,  of  Pittsburg,  at  $26,300,  to  which  was 
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added  $2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Warren  Webster  system  of 
heating. 

Every  contractor  on  the  buildings  was  required  to  and 
did  deliver  to  the  commissioners,  upon  the  signing  of  the 
contract,  a  bond  with  approved  sureties,  securing  the  faith- 
ful and  full  performance  thereof.  The  county  was  further 
secured  by  a  provision  in  each  contract  that  ten  per  cent  of  the 
amount  of  each  estimate  given  the  contractor  by  the  architect 
should  be  retained  until  the  final  completion  of  the  contract  to 
the  architect's  satisfaction.  The  contracts  also  provided  that 
alterations  and  additions  might  be  ordered  at  any  time,  and 
when  so  ordered  they  should  be  valued  by  the  architect  at  the 
same  rate  as  the  work  covered  by  the  original  contract,  and 
the  amount  of  such  valuation  added  to  or  deducted  from  the 
contract  price,  as  the  case  might  be. 

On  July  2i,  1898,  John  P.  Charlton,  one  of  the  county 
commissioners,  died.  His  colleagues,  by  a  resolution  entered 
in  their  minutes  at  the  time  of  his  death,  placed  upon  record 
their  appreciation  of  him  as  a  patriotic  and  loyal  soldier  in  the 
war  for  the  Union,  a  competent,  faithful,  and  upright  official, 
ever  willing  to  do  his  duty,  and  a  genial  and  generous  friend. 

To  fill  the  vacancy  occurring  by  reason  of  Mr.  Charlton's 
death,  Mr.  James  Murray  Clark,  of  Canonsburg,  was  appointed 
commissioner  by  the  court.  Mr.  Clark  had  previously  mani- 
fested great  interest  in  the  building  enterprise,  and  had  co- 
operated as  a  private  citizen  in  the  movement.  As  a  member 
of  the  board  of  commissioners,  he  took  up  with  enthusiasm  the 
work  of  carrying  out  the  plans  already  made,  and  during  his 
tenure  of  the  office,  until  January  1,  1900,  labored  indus- 
triously to  that  end,  bringing  to  his  official  work  the  results  of 
an  extended  business  experience. 


194  COURTS   OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND  BAR. 

The  work  of  building  being  in  progress,  it  became  necessary 
to  make  financial  provision  for  the  estimates  coming  due  to 
the  contractors.  For  the  purpose  of  providing  money  for  the 
expenditures  connected  with  the  building  operations,  it  was 
determined  to  issue  $500,000  of  four-per-cent  county  bonds. 
In  the  summer  of  1898  the  commissioners  advertised  exten- 
sively, inviting  bids  for  the  proposed  issue.  A  large  number 
of  bids  were  received  from  financial  houses  and  institutions  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  most  of  which  sent  represent- 
atives here  to  be  present  on  the  day  when  they  were  to  be 
opened.  On  August  2,  1898,  the  bids  were  opened  by  the 
commissioners  in  the  presence  of  the  committee  of  the  Bar  As- 
sociation and  officials  of  the  different  national  banks  of  Wash- 
ington, and  with  the  assistance  of  these  gentlemen  were 
tabulated  and  compared.  When  this  had  been  done  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  several  bidders  were  called  in,  and  the 
amounts  of  the  different  bids  announced  to  them.  It  appeared 
that  the  highest  and  best  bid  received  was  that  of  the  Dollar 
Savings  Bank,  of  Pittsburg,  which  offered  a  premium  of 
$48,700.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  bids  received  were  all 
based  on  a  sale  and  delivery  of  the  entire  issue  of  bonds  at 
once,  the  commissioners,  after  consideration,  rejected  all  bids. 
On  the  next  day,  Ai;gust  3d,  negotiations  were  renewed  witli 
the  Dollar  Savings  Bank,  resulting  in  the  sale  of  the  bonds  to 
the  bank  at  the  premium  specified  in  its  bid,  with  the  privi- 
lege to  the  county  of  delivering  the  bonds  in  monthly  install- 
ments of  $40,000  each,  the  bank  to  pay  for  each  lot  as 
delivered,  at  their  face  and  accrued  interest.  By  this  arrange- 
ment the  commissioners  were  enabled  to  put  out  the  bonds  as 
moneys  were  needed  to  pay  the  estimates  to  contractors, 
and  thereby  effected  a  very  large  saving  to  the  county  in  in- 
terest charges.      The  resiilt  of  this  sale  was  most  gratifying. 
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The  placing  of  these  bonds,  bearing  but  four  per  cent  interest, 
at  such  a  high  premium,  and  on  such  favorable  terms  as  to  de- 
livery and  the  commencement  of  interest  charges,  and  this 
while  the  government  was  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  was  an 
achievement  of  which  our  citizens  may  well  be  proud,  as  evi- 
dencing the  high  financial  standing  of  our  county. 

On  September  7,  1898,  the  "  statement "  required  by  the 
act  of  April  20,  1874,  P.  L.  65,  regulating  the  manner  of 
incurring  indebtedness  by  municipalities,  was  filed  in  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  on  October  3,  1898,  the  first 
of  the  bonds  were  issued  and  paid  for.  The  five  hundred 
bonds,  which  were  of  the  denomination  of  $1,000  each,  were 
so  drawn  that  part  of  them  will  mature  each  year  from  1901 
to  1926  inclusive.  They  were  engraved  and  printed  by  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company  of  New  York,  and  their  gen- 
uineness certified  by  the  United  States  Mortgage  and  Trust 
Company  of  the  same  city.  Before  being  issued  they  were 
registered  with  the  Union  Trust  Company  of  Pittsburg. 

On  February  4,  1899,  James  Q.  McGiffin,  the  county 
solicitor,  died.  Mr.  McGiffin's  high  standard  of  professional 
conduct,  his  genial,  kindly  disposition,  and  his  manly  char- 
acter, endeared  him  to  his  associates  of  the  bar,  to  whom  his 
sudden  death  came  as  a  shock.  He  had  had  a  very  successful 
professional  career.  He  was  intensely  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise of  erecting  these  buildings,  and  in  his  ofiicial  capacity 
lent  it  very  material  and  effective  aid.  This  history  is,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  based  on  a  sketch  prepared  by  him  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  giving  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  connection  with  the  buildings  down  to  that  time. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  during  the  erection  of  the 
court-house  and  jail,  and  within  a  period  of  eight  mouths,  four 
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of  the  county  officials  died  in  office.  The  deaths  of  Mr.  Charlton 
and  Mr.  McGiffin  have  already  been  mentioned.  The  other 
two  officers  were  John  H.  Kennedy,  high  sheriff,  who  died 
June  20,  1898,  and  B.  S.  Wilson,  director  of  the  poor,  whose 
death  occurred  February  22,  1899. 

A  few  days  after  Mr.  McGiffin's  death  the  writer  was 
appointed  by  the  commissioners  as  his  successor. 

On  March  7,  1899,  the  corner-stone  of  the  court-house  was 
laid.  It  had  been  expected  that  this  would  be  done  in  the 
late  preceding  fall,  and  plans  had  been  laid  to  make  it  a  func- 
tion of  some  considerable  ceremony.  But  as  it  was  found 
impossible  to  be  ready  for  it  before  bad  weather  set  in,  all 
plans  for  a  formal  demonstration  were  abandoned,  and  when 
the  corner-stone  came  to  be  laid  this  was  done  in  an  informal 
manner.  On  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  what 
exercises  were  had  took  place  in  the  audience-room  of  the 
town  hall,  used  by  the  county  as  a  court-room.  The  writer 
was  called  upon  to  preside  over  the  meeting.  The  exercises 
were  simple,  consisting  of  an  address  by  the  Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor, 
additional  law  judge,  in  which,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  he  presented  to  the  president  judge,  the  Hon. 
J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  a  copper  box  containing  a  large  number  of 
memorials  and  relics  to  be  deposited  in  the  stone.  Judge 
Mcllvaine  then  delivered  a  short  address,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  he  turned  over  the  box  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Tohe,  the  superin- 
tendent of  construction.  After  a  response  by  John  H.  Mur- 
doch, Esq.,  on  behalf  of  the  bar,  the  exercises  were  closed 
with  a  prayer  by  the  Rev.  James  D.  Moffat,  D.D.,  President 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  invoking  the  Divine 
blessing  on  the  building  enterprise,  and  upon  the  building 
when  completed  as  a  temple  of  justice.     Mr.  Tohe  then  car- 
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ried  the  box  to  the  northeast  corner  of  the  court-house  build- 
ing and  deposited  it  in  the  place  prepared  for  it  in  the  corner- 
stone. 

On  June  24,  1899,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Construction  Company,  of  Marietta,  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  steel  counters,  book-racks,  file-cases,  etc.,  to  be 
placed  in  the  several  offices,  for  the  sum  of  $37,275.50. 

After  receiving  bids  for  the  marble  work,  the  contract 
therefor  was  on  September  12, 1899,  let  to  Philip  McDonough, 
of  Cincinnati,  for  $29,900,  to  be  completed  on  February 
1,  1900. 

At  the  election  in  November,  1899,  Messrs.  Dunn  and 
Sliillito  were  chosen  by  the  people  to  be  their  own  successors. 
Mr.  Clark  was  not  a  candidate  for  the  ensuing  term.  The 
third  member  of  the  board  elected  was  Tom  P.  Sloan,  of  East 
Pike  Run  township,  who  entered  upon  his  official  duties  Jan- 
uary 1, 1900.  Mr.  Sloan  took  up  the  work  on  the  court-house 
at  the  stage  in  which  he  found  it,  and  cordially  co-operated 
with  his  colleagues  in  carrying  it  on  to  a  conclusion  upon  the 
lines  in  which  it  was  proceeding.  The  writer  desires  to  say, 
speaking  from  personal  knowledge  and  observation,  that 
through  all  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  board  of 
commissioners,  and  throughout  the  whole  history  of  these 
building  operations,  there  has  been  harmony  of  aim  and  of 
action  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  all  differences  of 
opinion  that  arose  among  them  being  adjusted  amicably  and 
with  good  will,  and  all  of  them  being  animated  by  the  com- 
mon desire  and  purpose  to  make  the  buildings  as  perfect  and 
substantial  pieces  of  work  as  it  was  possible  to  do. 

On  May  12,  1900,  for  reasons  deemed  sufficient  by  the 
commissioners,  the  marble  contract  was  taken  out  of  the  hands 
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of  Mr.  McDonough,  and  after  advertising  for  and  receiving 
bids  for  its  completion,  was  on  June  12,  1900,  relet  to  Miller 
&  Sons,  at  their  bid  of  §30,000.  They  afterward  sublet  it  to 
the  B.  P.  Young  Company. 

According  to  the  original  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
buildings,  it  was  estimated  that  the  sum  of  $500,000  would 
cover  the  cost  and  necessary  expenditures  connected  with  the 
building  enterprise,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  the  amount 
of  the  bond  issue,  already  mentioned,  was  fixed  at  that  sum. 
Before  adopting  plans,  the  commissioners  endeavored  to  ascer- 
tain the  ideas  of  the  people  regarding  the  amount  of  money 
that  should  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  court-house 
and  jail,  by  personal  interviews  and  correspondence  with  rep- 
resentative citizens  in  the  different  sections  of  the  county.  The 
conclusion  at  which  they  arrived  was,  that  the  people,  as  a 
body,  were  in  favor  of  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  named,  and 
accordingly  they  fixed  this  sum  as  the  limit,  and  required  the 
plans  to  be  so  drawn  as  not  to  involve  a  greater  expense.  To 
keep  within  this  limit  they  had  to  sacrifice  some  things  which 
they  desired.  It  was  necessary,  much  to  their  regret,  to  forego 
the  use  of  granite  and  resort  to  sandstone  as  building  material. 
It  was  necessary  to  have  the  floors  of  the  court-house  con- 
structed largely  of  tile,  although  experience  in  the  Allegheny 
County  court-house  and  elsewhere  has  shown  tile  floors  to  be 
lacking  in  durability,  and  to  need  frequent  repairs.  It  was 
necessary  to  make  the  interior  of  the  court-house  exhibit  a 
degree  of  plainness  not  in  keeping  with  the  character  and 
quality  of  the  building  in  other  respects,  and  to  do  without 
many  conveniences  and  ornaments  which  were  required  to 
render  the  edifice  harmoniously  beautiful  throughout.  But 
in  obedience  to  what  they  believed  to  be  the  wish  of  the  peo- 
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pie,  they  left  out  many  things  which  they  desired  to  put  in, 
and  by  so  doing  succeeded  in  bringing  the  cost,  according  to  the 
contracts  originally  let,  down  to  about  the  limit  they  had  set. 

But  while  the  building  was  in  progress  two  changes 
occurred. 

In  the  first  place,  not  only  have  our  people  shared  in  the 
general  prosperity  which  the  country  has  been  enjoying,  but 
there  has  been  a  prosperity  special  to  Washington  County. 
In  the  past  two  years  foreign  capital  has  come  into  the  county 
and  bought  up  many  thousand  acres  of  coal,  immensely  in- 
creasing the  taxable  property  within  its  limits.  Coal,  which 
three  or  four  years  ago  had  practically  no  market  value,  and 
cut  no  figure  in  the  valuations  of  real  estate,  has  been  sold  at 
constantly  rising  prices,  and  is  assessed  for  taxation  against 
the  non-resident  purchasers  at  its  market  price.  Not  only 
have  the  disbursements  made  in  paying  for  this  coal  put  our 
farmers,  throughout  a  large  proportion  of  the  county,  out 
of  debt,  making  taxation  less  of  a  burden  to  them  than  it  was, 
but  new  tax-payers  have,  by  these  investments  in  coal,  come 
in  to  share  its  burdens  with  our  citizens. 

In  the  second  place,  as  the  work  of  erection  progressed, 
and  the  design  created  in  the  brain  of  the  architect  began  to 
be  embodied  in  stone,  the  ideas  of  the  people  began  to  expand. 
Tax-payers  who  came  to  the  county-seat  on  business,  and  looked 
at  the  growing  edifice,  came  to  the  commissioners,  and  express- 
ing a  change  of  view  upon  the  subject  of  cost,  urged  that  the 
interior  and  surroundings  of  the  court-house  be  finished  in  a 
manner  and  style  that  would  be  in  keeping  with  its  noble  exte- 
rior. Men  who  had  formerly  been  opposed  to  the  expenditure  of 
as  much  as  $500,000  now  urged  that  this  limit  be  disregarded. 
The  burden  of  the  opinions  expressed  was,  that  the  com  mis- 
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sioners  ought  to  "finish  it  right,"  and  that  the  people  would 
not  object  to  the  cost  of  so  doing. 

Moved  by  these  representations,  the  commissioners,  con- 
sidering that  after  incurring  the  increase  of  cost  necessary  to 
make  the  finishing,  decoration,  and  furnishing  of  the  court- 
house conform  to  a  high  standard  of  beauty,  elegance,  and 
convenience,  the  burden  of  the  building  would  be  no  greater 
than  was  anticipated  when  the  expenditure  of  only  $500,000 
was  in  contemplation,  and  believing  that  the  people  desired  to 
have  the  building  finished  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  be 
proud  of  it,  and  that  to  do  this  would  be  following  the  present 
wish  of  the  tax-payers  (just  as  the  original  limitation  of 
$500,000  was  a  following  of  their  desire  as  then  entertained), 
made  changes  in  the  plans  and  specifications,  with  the  approval 
of  the  judges,  in  the  direction  of  carrying  out  the  ideas  re- 
ferred to.  Granite  steps  at  the  entrance  were  substituted  for 
sandstone,  marble  floors  were  substituted  for  tile  and  wood, 
decorative  frescoing  was  provided  for,  the  style  and  grade  of 
the  finish  and  furnishing  were  raised,  and  many  ornaments  and 
conveniences  were  added.  The  result  of  these  changes  was  to 
enhance  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  building  by  a  considerable 
sum,  but  the  commissioners  believe  that  in  this  temple  of 
justice,  beautiful,  elegant,  and  in  keeping  with  the  dignity  of 
the  high  purposes  for  which  it  is  designed,  the  people  of  Wash- 
ington County  are  getting  value  received. 

The  additions  and  alterations,  the  finishing  and  embellish- 
ment of  the  building,  and  all  work  not  covered  or  provided  for 
by  the  original  contracts  were  given  out  to  numerous  persons 
and  firms  named  in  the  subjoined  list,  who  executed  the  same 
under  the  general  control  of  William  Miller  &  Sons,  at  prices 
fixed  by  competitive  biddings. 
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CONTRACTORS. 

William  Miller  &  Sons,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  general 
contractors. 

Maginn  &  Lewis,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  heating  and 
ventilating. 

Stinson  (late  Halpin),  Kennedy  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, plumbing  work  and  electric  fixtures. 

Pennsylvania  Construction  Company,  Marietta,  Pennsyl- 
vania, metal  furniture. 

Otis  Elevator  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  elevators. 

Speer  &  Hollar,  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  furniture. 

C.  M.  Eeed,  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  carpets  and  rugs. 

J.  W.  Gessford,  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  window  shades. 

The  A.  B.  Caldwell  Company,  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
linoleum. 

SUBCONTKACTOES. 

1.    With  William  Miller  &  Sons: 

Morrison  Brothers,  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  stone- 
work; carving  by  A.  Giammartini,  Allegheny  City,  Penn- 
sylvania; sand  by  Iron  City  Sand  Company,  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania;  cement  by  Duncan  &  Porter,  Allegheny  City, 
Pennsylvania,  and  by  Charles  H.  Spriggs,  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania;  stone  by  Forest  City  Stone  Company,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Cornelius  Curran,  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  brick  work. 

Pittsburg  Bridge  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  iron 
work. 

Marlin  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  galvanized  iron 
work,  tinning,  and  skylights. 

Eichey,  Browne  &  Donald,  Long  Island  City,  New  York, 
ornamental  iron  work. 
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The  Van  Dorn  Iron  Works  Company,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
prison  work. 

The  Columbia  Fire-Proofing  Company,  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, fire-proofing;  cement  by  Charles  E.  Pope,  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania;  iron  by  American  Steel  Hoop  Company, 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Scott  A.  White,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  tile  roofing. 

Perth  Amboy  Terra-Cotta  Company,  Perth  Amboy,  New 
Jersey,  ornamental  terra-cotta  work. 

Fred.  Lingenfelser,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  plastering; 
plaster  by  Murray  Brothers,  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania; 
lath  by  Canonsburg  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Wadsworth  Stone  and  Paving  Company,  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, cement  floors  and  sidewalks. 

Detrick  &  Mirick,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  tile  work. 

Steiner  &  Voegtly,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  hardware. 

Carter  &  Pullman,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  electric  work. 

B.  P.  Young  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  marble  work. 

Eli  Thomas,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mycenaean 
Marble  Company,  New  York,  New  York,  artificial  marble  work. 

Crossman  &  Sturdy,  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  Conroy,  Prough 
&  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  art  glass. 

Crossman  &  Stui'dy,  Chicago,  Illinois,  interior  decorating. 

2.  With  Maginn  &  Lewis: 

S.  Keighley,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  galvanized  iron 
work  in  connection  with  heating;  M.  Ryan,  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  iron  furnace  stack. 

3.  With  Stinson,  Kennedy  &  Co. : 

Standard  Manufacturing  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, plumbing  fixtures;  Black  &  Boyd  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, New  York  City,  electric  fixtures. 
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When  the  date  of  dedication  was  fixed  it  was  expected  that 
the  building  would  be  fully  completed  previous  to  the  time 
named,  and  that  it  would  be  possible  to  give,  in  connection 
with  the  dedication,  an  exact  statement,  to  the  dollar,  of  the 
cost  of  building  the  court-house  and  jail.  As  things  have 
turned  out,  however,  the  work  on  the  court-house  is  not 
entirely  finished  yet,  although  an  army  of  workmen  labored 
throughout  the  night,  and  some  of  them  down  almost  to  the 
time  for  the  dedication  ceremonies,  and  there  is  considerable 
furnishing  yet  to  go  in.  It  is  therefore  not  possible,  at  this 
time,  to  gather  up,  settle,  and  adjust  all  the  bills,  and  prepare 
a  complete,  accurate,  and  precise  statement  in  detail.  But  the 
architect  has  furnished  the  following,  as  an  approximate 
statement  of  the  cost  in  round  numbers,  of  the  buildings  and 
their  equipments  and  surroundings,  viz. :  Cost  of  court-house 
building,  $512,000;  metal  and  wood  furniture,  decorations,  and 
furnishings,  $110,000;  cost  of  jail  buildings,  $123,000;  cells 
and  jail  equipment,  $28,000;  cost  of  fixing  up  and  improving 
grounds,  sidewalks,  etc.,  $52,000. 

The  first  use  that  was  made  of  the  court-house  was  on 
Monday  morning,  November  12,  1900,  when  a  session  of  court 
was  held  in  court-room  No.  1,  in  the  north  wing  of  the  build- 
ing. In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  grand  jury 
summoned  for  the  November  term  was  convened  in  the  same 
room,  and  received  their  charge  from  the  Hon.  J.  A. 
Mcllvaine,  president  judge,  and  during  the  week  they 
continued  in  session,  transacting  the  business  for  which  they 
were  called  together. 

And  now,  on  this  seventeenth  day  of  November,  1900,  it 
is  to  be  formally  dedicated  to  the  sacred  uses  of  justice.  May 
the  administration  of  the  law  within  its  walls  ever  be  as  pure 
and   unsullied    as   the    light  of   day,   which    this  afternoon. 
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illumining  dome  and  halls  and  corridors,  reveals  the  beauty 
and  glory  of  this  magnificent  structure. 


Dedicatoey  Address. 

After  music  by  the  bands  present,  the  master  of  ceremonies, 
explaining  the  absence  of  Hon.  Joseph  Buffington,  introduced 
Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,'  of  the  Washington  bar,  who  said: 

Me.  Chaieman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen: 

Last  Wednesday  night  I  was  called  upon  by  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangements,  with  information  of  the  illness  of  his 
Honor  Judge  Buffington,  and  a  request  that  I  should  take  his 
place  upon  the  program  made  out  for  this  notable  occasion. 
I  consented  with  reluctance,  knowing  that  although  I  could 
occupy  the  learned  judge's  place  on  the  program,  yet  I  could 
not  hope  to  fill  it  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  to  you.  For 
not  only  am  I  without  his  many  qualifications  for  the  honor- 
able position  to  which  he  was  invited  for  your  entertainment, 
but,  as  you  must  know,  I  have  had  too  little  time  in  which  to 
gather  the  facts  and  incidents  that  would  best  illumine  the 
meaning  and  purpose  of  what  we  have  before  us  to-day,  so  as 

■  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine  was  born  in  East  Bethlehem  township,  on  February 
9, 1838,  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  (Bower)  Crumrine;  graduated  at  Jefferson 
College  in  1860;  studied  law  with  the  elder  Mr.  John  L.  Gow,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Washington  bar  in  1861;  district  attorney  1865-1868;  com- 
piled the  Rules  of  Court  for  Washington  County  in  1871;  published  the 
Pittsburg  Reports,  three  volumes,  in  1872-75;  Omnium  Gatherum,  or  Notes 
of  Cases  for  the  Lawyer's  Pocket  or  Counsel  Table,  in  1878;  the  Centennial 
Celebration  of  Washington  County,  in  1881;  a  History  of  Washington 
County,  in  1882;  was  the  ofBcial  State  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  1887-1892,  publishing  thirty-one  volumes, 
116-146  Pa.  St.  Rep.,  inclusive;  and  in  1901,  forty  years  after  his  admission 
to  the  bar,  he  prepared  the  manuscript  for  this  volume. 


BOYD    CKUMEINE, 

Admitted,  1S61. 

[Half-tone  bj-  Bragdun,  from  photograpfi  by  Hallam  in  1901.] 
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to  exalt  the  spirit  of  our  people  to  a  realization  of  that  pur- 
pose and  meaning. 

There  is  in  every  one  the  spirit  of  the  individual,  and  this 
spirit  has  a  tendency  to  make  the  individual  mean,  selfish,  and 
inconsiderate,  unkind,  unloving,  and  unlovable.  But  to  this 
self-serving  spirit  there  are  checks  and  balances  which  direct, 
control,  and  regulate  it,  and  make  out  of  the  single  person  one 
of  many  bound  together  by  a  common  bond,  which  when  felt 
and  recognized  is  ennobling  to  each  and  all,  and  by  its  recog- 
nition all  are  lifted  upon  a  higher  plane  of  growth,  power,  and 
enjoyment. 

For  just  as  there  is  the  spirit  of  the  self,  so  there  is  a  real 
spirit  of  the  little  community  everywhere;  the  spirit  of  the 
township  or  town,  also ;  the  spirit  of  the  city ;  the  spirit  of  the 
county;  the  spirit  of  the  state;  and  in  our  American  govern- 
ment the  spirit  of  the  Union.  These  real  and  actually  exist- 
ing sentiments  and  impelling  tendencies,  being  aroused  and 
given  their  full  force  upon  us,  make  us  the  better  men  and 
the  better  women. 

It  is  the  spirit  of  the  county,  primarily,  that  the  work  of 
this  day  should  arouse.  For  we  are  to  make  public  note  and 
record  of  a  work  of  art  and  necessity ;  to  open  up  to  beneficent 
uses  a  public  building,  beautiful  in  form  and  color,  strong  and 
enduring  in  construction  and  material,  finished  in  design  and 
architecture,  and  perfectly  adapted  for  the  transaction  of  the 
business  of  the  people  and  for  the  safe  preservation  of 
the  evidential  records  thereof,  through  the  ages  that  are  to 
come. 

But  how  may  we  know  the  spirit  of  a  man  unless  we  know 
something  of  his  past?  How  may  we  know  the  purpose  and 
spiritual  meaning  of  a  fact  —  a  thing  done  —  by  a  county, 
without  at  least  a  glance  at  the  history  of  its  people,  to  know 
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how  they  have  come  to  be  what  they  are,  and  how  and  why 
they  have  done  what  is  set  before  us? 

It  may  not  be  interesting  to  all  of  this  audience,  though 
it  may  be  to  many  and  should  be  to  all,  that  a  mere  outline 
sketch  should  be  made  of  what  manner  of  men  our  people  have 
been,  who  they  were,  and  what  they  have  done.  We  shall  be 
lost  when  we  have  forgotten  our  past.  There  are  seeds  in  the 
soil  of  our  public  life  threatening  a  dangerous  growth,  and 
many  of  them  are  already  started.  We  have  even  abandoned 
the  public  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  on 
Independence  day! 

Turn  now  your  minds  to  the  lives  of  our  pioneers,  English, 
Irish-Scotch  (not  Scotch-Irish),  and  German,  or  of  whatso- 
ever foreign  nationality.  They  left  comfort  and  protection 
behind  them  in  the  East,  and  came  across  a  mountain  barrier, 
many  of  them  with  their  wives  and  children,  to  found  a  home 
in  the  western  wilderness,  this  side  the  waters  of  our  two 
beautiful  rivers  and  by  the  banks  of  the  smaller  streams  that 
enter  into  them.  That  wilderness  was  made  up  of  a  tall  and 
dense  growth  of  oak  and  maple  and  walnut,  varied  by  thickets 
of  elder  and  brier  and  bramble,  the  whole  roamed  over  by 
wild  animals,  with  here  and  there  the  camps  of  strolling  bands 
of  Indians.  The  dreariness  of  the  forest,  and  the  dangers  from 
Indians  and  wild  animals,  as  well  as  the  toil  and  trial  of  the 
making  of  the  new  home,  were  all  to  be  braved  and  endured. 
Enough  of  this  now ;  but  stand  and  think  of  that  straggling 
stream  of  our  early  people,  looking  from  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains, as  they  crossed  them,  over  into  the  scene  to  the  west  of 
them  into  which  they  came! 

Prior  to  1750  only  a  few  venturesome  hunters  and  trad- 
ers with  the  Indians  passed  into  our  lands  west  and  south 
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of  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  rivers,  and  they  not  to  stay. 
Among  them  was  Peter  Chartier,  a  half-breed  trader  from 
the  Juniata  valley.  His  name  is  perpetuated  in  the  name 
of  one  of  our  most  beautiful  streams  and  valleys. 

Cumberland  County,  now  limited  to  a  municipal  divis- 
ion wholly  in  a  valley  running  south  from  Harrisburg,  east 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  was  formed  on  January  27,  1750, 
and  then  extended  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  state,  which, 
however,  had  not  yet  been  determined.  But  there  could 
be  no  permanent  homes  as  yet  upon  settled  titles  to  land 
west  of  the  mountains,  because  the  Indian  title  to  those 
lands,  always  respected  by  the  state,  had  not  yet  been  ex- 
tinguished. And  yet  the  records  of  the  courts  of  Cumber- 
land County  show  business  affairs  of  persons  then  within 
the  present  limits  of  Washington  County. 

But  that  Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  the  treaty 
of  Fort  Stanwix,  in  New  York,  on  November  5,  1768;  and 
on  April  3,  1769,  the  land  office  of  Pennsylvania  for  the 
sale  of  lands  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  south 
of  the  Ohio  Eiver  was  opened;  and  that  very  day  warrants 
to  survey  were  taken  out  by  William  Preston  and  others 
for  several  tracts  which  made  up  the  Morganza  property, 
in  sight  of  Canonsburg,  when  subsequently  purchased  by 
Colonel  George  Morgan.  Soon  afterward,  on  June  15,  1769, 
warrants  for  three  tracts  were  issued  severally  to  Abraham 
Hunter,  Joseph  Hunter,  and  Martha  Hunter  for  three  hun- 
dred acres  each,  which,  when  surveyed  on  November  11,  1769, 
were  named  Catfish  Camp,  Grand  Cairo,  and  Martha's  Bottom. 
The  borough  of  Washington,  as  originally  laid  out  on  Octo- 
ber 13,  1781,  stands  upon  two  of  these  tracts.  Catfish  Camp 
and  Grand  Cairo.  But  records  and  documentary  evidence 
disclose  the  fact,  embalmed  now  in  history,  that,  beginning 
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at  the  mouths  of  the  smaller  streams  entering  the  rivers, 
and  ascending  slowly  in  all  directions  to  the  springs  that 
fed  them,  homes  had  been  established  here  and  there,  more 
or  less  distant  from  each  other,  before  1769,  all  over  what 
is  now  our  county.  As  early  as  1767  the  Hupps  and  Tea- 
gardens  and  Bumgartners  had  settled  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  Ten  Mile  Creek;  and  in  1770  Henry  Taylor,  of  English 
descent,  most  likely  from  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania, 
but  directly  hither  from  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  is  found 
blazing  out  upon  the  trees  the  lines  of  his  land,  and  build- 
ing his  cabin  only  about  a  mile  northeast  of  this  town, 
on  the  old  Pittsburg  clay  road,  where  his  descendants  are 
found  at  this  day.  Many  funny  things  could  be  told  you 
of  this  Henry  Taylor,  but  I  must  not  in  this  presence;  yet 
I  will  state  that  the  records  of  the  Westmoreland  courts 
show  that  before  Washington  County  was  created  he  was 
bound  over  to  appear  in  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  Westmore- 
land County  for  a  misdemeanor  very  common  with  the  best 
of  men  in  those  days,  an  assault  and  battery  committed  in 
a  controversy  about  a  division  line. 

And  see  how  rapidly,  after  titles  to  land  could  be  ob- 
tained, to  wit:  After  April  3,  1769,  other  new  counties  had 
to  be  formed  to  bring  the  protection  of  courts  of  justice 
nearer  to  the  business  and  persons  of  the  increasing  num- 
ber of  hardy  pioneers  seeking  and  establishing  homes  upon 
these  western  lands,  than  which  none  on  the  globe  are 
better. 

On  March  9,  1771,  Bedford  County  was  formed  out  of  part 
of  Cumberland  County,  with  its  county-seat  at  Kaystown, 
now  the  borough  of  Bedford;  and  again  the  jurisdiction 
and    machinery  of   the  courts  extended  west  of   the  moun- 
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tains  and  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  state,  wherever 
it  was,  for  that  had  not  yet  been  determined.  Two  of  the 
Bedford  County  townships,  Pitt  and  Springhill,  were  in 
territory  afterward  a  part  of  Washington  County.  In  1772 
Pitt  township  had  fifty-two  landholders  assessed  for  taxes; 
Springhill  had  three  hundred  and  eight.  In  the  list  last 
referred  to  we  find  many  familiar  names;  and  among  the 
first  justices  of  the  peace,  ex-oflicio  justices  of  the  county 
courts,  were  George  Wilson,  Colonel  William  Crawford, 
Thomas  Gist,  and  Dorsey  Pentecost,  all  names  as  well  known 
to  us  as  the  names  of  to-day's  people. 

Only  two  years  afterward,  to  wit,  on  February  26,  1773, 
the  county  of  Westmoreland  was  erected  from  that  part 
of  Bedford  that  lay  west  of  the  mountains,  thus  embrac- 
ing all  of  what  is  now  Indiana,  Westmoreland,  Allegheny, 
Fayette,  Washington,  and  Greene  counties.  Verily,  old 
Westmoreland  was  the  mother  of  counties!  A  very  excel- 
lent and  worthy  general  history  of  that  county  has  lately 
been  written  by  Edgar  W.  Hassler,  and  published  by 
J.  E.  Weldin  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  entitled  "  Old  Westmore- 
land: A  History  of  Western  Pennsylvania  during  the 
Revolution." 

The  early  records  of  the  courts  of  Westmoreland  County 
were  kept  by  Arthur  St.  Clair  (afterward  so  prominent  as 
General  St.  Clair),  whose  several  commissions  as  prothono- 
tary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  are 
dated  February  27,  1773,  in  the  13th  year  of  his  Majesty 
George  III.,  and  purport  to  have  been  granted  by  "  Richard 
Penn,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  Counties  of  New  Castle, 
Kent,   and  Sussex  on  the  Delaware."     This  was  before  the 
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Revolution  occurring  but  three  years  later,  when  a  new 
order  of  things  was  soon  established. 

Pitt  and  Springhill  townships  of  Bedford  County  were 
maintained  as  townships  of  old  Westmoreland.  So  far  as 
lands  in  what  was  afterward  Washington  County  were  con- 
cerned, Springhill  township  embraced  substantially  the  ter- 
ritory that  lies  south  of  the  national  turnpike,  extending 
thence  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  And  it  may  be  noted  that 
the  first  judicial  proceeding  to  lay  out  a  public  highway 
over  lands  lying  west  of  the  mountains,  still  in  Westmore- 
land County,  was  a  proceeding  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
a  point  about  two  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Ten  Mile 
Creek,  eastward  to  the  "  Forks  of  Dunlap's  path  and  Gen- 
eral Braddock's  road  on  the  top  of  Laurel  Hill;"  and  this 
was  of  course  for  the  benefit  of  the  then  inhabitants  west 
of  the  Monongahela. 

The  Henry  Taylor  before  mentioned  was  a  member  of  the 
first  grand  jury  called  in  Westmoreland  County,  summoned  at 
the  second  term  beginning  on  July  6,  1773.  This  gentleman 
was  not  the  only  citizen  from  our  region  who  got  into  trouble 
in  the  courts  of  Westmoreland,  for  in  the  Quarter  Sessions  of 
October  term,  1779,  Dorsey  Pentecost  was  indicted  with  others 
for  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  but  Mr.  Pentecost  was  even 
then  an  active  politician,  perhaps,  for  the  indictment  was 
finally  quashed. 

Of  course  the  number  of  the  people  within  the  present  limits 
of  Washington  County  was  then  largely  increased,  and,  with 
settled  homes  and  agricultural  improvements,  they  had  much 
to  do  in  the  early  courts  of  Westmoreland  County — too  much, 
indeed,  for  any  detail  here.     Sufiice  it  now  to  say: 

That  the  American  Revolution  began  by  the  Declaration 
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of  Independence  of  July  4,  1776,  and  lasted  for  five  long 
years.  What  part,  if  any,  had  our  people  in  the  armies  that 
actually  fought  in  the  field  in  that  struggle  ?  The  War  of  the 
Kebellion  of  forty  years  ago  has  left  veterans  and  the  bereaved 
families  of  soldiers  of  that  war  still  to  be  found  in  every  little 
community  or  town  or  village  or  borough  in  our  present 
county ;  but  until  of  late  years  it  was  not  remembered  gener- 
ally that,  notwithstanding  the  necessity  of  home  protection  to 
the  families  of  our  pioneers  against  Indian  incursions  and 
depredations  coming  from  the  west  and  north,  two  whole 
regiments  and  certain  smaller  organizations  went  into  the  Ee- 
volutionary  War  and  actually  fought  on  the  battle-fields  of  the 
East,  and  many  of  those  soldiers  were  from  what  afterward 
became  Washington  County.  In  recalling  the  trials  and 
sufferings  of  our  own  pioneers,  those  during  the  Indian  raids 
and  War  of  the  Revolution,  both,  must  be  remembered. 

Yet,  all  the  same,  when  the  Revolution  was  about  to  be 
ended,  our  people  were  ready  for  a  new  county,  and  on  March 
28,  1781,  that  new  county  came,  and  pre-empting  the  honored 
name  of  Washington,  "first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,"  had  itself  so  baptized.  It  em- 
braced all  the  territory  west  of  the  Monongahela  and  south  of 
the  Ohio,  and  extended  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  state, 
still  not  actually  run  on  the  ground,  thus  including  all  of 
Greene  County,  and  that  part  of  Allegheny  and  Beaver 
counties  south  of  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  rivers  as  well. 

Before  referring  to  the  courts  and  court-houses  of  our 
young  county,  now  so  matured  in  years  and  character,  let  me 
merely  note  one  of  the  most  interesting  subjects  within  the 
scope  of  our  early  history,  to  wit,  the  Boundary  Controversy. 
Philadelphia  may  enlarge   upon  the  glories   and  interesting 
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incidents  of  her  early  days;  her  old  roads,  and  ways,  and 
harbors;  her  Meschianzas;  her  Girards,  her  Franklins,  and 
her  other  old  worthies;  and  she  may  point  with  pride  to  all 
her  old  families,  leaving  such  large  estates,  and  very  many  of 
them  so  well  tied  up  and  protected  by  trusts  as  to  make  it 
almost  impossible  that  they  should  ever  leave  the  blood  of 
the  first  getters;  and  Pittsburg,  now  a  great  city,  born  of  a 
small  borough  thirteen  years  the  junior  of  the  borough  of 
Washington,  may  and  has  as  much  right  to  be  proud  of  her 
early  history;  the  fullness  of  her  early  local  incidents;  her 
Fort  Duquesne,  her  Block-house  of  1764,  her  Fort  Pitt,  her 
Grant's  Hill,  her  Forbes  Route,  her  Braddock's  Defeat,  and  so 
on  and  so  on,  and  the  greatness  of  her  early  glory  and  of 
her  true  liberality  and  charity  in  later  days  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  any  of  us ;  and  though  every  part  of  the  entire  Com- 
monwealth has  its  interesting  local  history,  yet  Washington 
County  must  share  in  interest  with  its  adjoining  neighbors 
alone  in  two  most  notable  historical  events,  the  Boundary  Con- 
troversy and  the  Whiskey  Insurrection. 

Glancing  only  at  the  Boundary  Controversy,  for  its  com- 
plete history  would  fill  a  volume,  suffice  it  to  say  that  for  a 
period  beginning  really  in  1748,  the  territory  now  of  Pennsyl- 
vania west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  was  claimed  by  Vir- 
ginia as  well  as  by  Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania  was  a 
proprietary  province,  and  its  proprietors,  the  Penns,  could  do 
what  they  pleased  with  their  own,  unless  their  acts  were  after- 
ward set  aside  by  the  king  in  council.  Virginia,  being  a 
royal  colony,  was  subject  to  the  control  of  the  king  in  coun- 
cil, in  doing,  as  well  as  what  she  might  have  done.  This 
difference  had  its  effect  in  the  controversy.  At  its  worst, 
there  was   the   kingdom  of   Great  Britain  through  Virginia 
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on  the  one  side,  and  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  alone  on 
the  other. 

For  want  of  time  I  cannot  explain  here  how  the  controversy 
began,  and  upon  what  it  was  based.  But  it  is  enough  to  state 
that  it  so  proceeded  that  from  February  21,  1775,  one  year 
before  the  Revolution,  until  August  28,  1780,  all  the  territory 
west  of  say  the  Kiskiminetas  Eiver  in  Westmoreland  County, 
including  Westmoreland,  Fayette,  Washington,  and  what  is 
now  in  Allegheny  and  Greene  counties,  was  subject  to  two  dis- 
tinct governmental  and  judicial  jurisdictions,  one  of  Virginia 
and  the  other  of  Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania  had  her  courts, 
court  officials,  sheriffs,  subordinate  magistrates,  and  con- 
stables, and  so  had  Virginia.  No  serious  riots  accompanied 
with  bloodshed  occurred,  however,  but  there  was  always  a 
danger  thereof,  and  the  business  of  the  courts  to  a  large  extent 
related  to  arrests  and  imprisonments  made  by  the  officials  of 
one  jurisdiction  of  the  officials  of  the  other.  Many  of  the  men 
then  prominent  in  public  affairs  were  adherents  of  the  Vir- 
ginia jurisdiction,  for  a  time  at  least.  Among  such  was 
Colonel  John  Canon,  the  founder  of  Canonsburg,  and  Colonel 
William  Crawford,  the  friend  of  Washington.  Both  sat  as 
judges  of  the  Virginia  court  held  for  the  District  of  West 
Augusta,  at  Fort  Dunmore,  Pittsburg.  Other  Virginia  courts 
were  held  for  that  district  near  Washington,  as  I  believe  on 
the  farm  late  of  William  Gabby.  And  another  for  Tohogania 
County,  after  the  District  of  West  Augusta  was  divided,  was 
held  at  a  county-seat  on  the  Heath  farm,  near  West  Elizabeth, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Monongahela  Eiver. 

An  agreement  for  the  determination  and  running  of  the 
western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  was  finally  arrived  at  by 
commissioners  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  meeting  at 
Baltimore  on  August  31,  1779.     That  agreement,  after  long 
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delay  and  negotiations,  was  finally  ratified  by  Virginia  on 
June  23,  1780,  with  some  conditions,  and  on  September  23, 
1780,  a  month  before  the  Virginia  courts  ceased  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  in  what  is  now  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania 
finally  accepted  the  conditions  imposed,  and  ratified  the  agree- 
ment. On  June  3,  1781,  a  temporary  western  boundary  of 
the  state  was  run,  and  the  permanent  line  where  it  is  to-day 
was  finally  marked,  and  was  reported  to  Philadelphia,  the  seat 
of  the  government,  on  April  7,  1784. 

Thus  for  over  twenty  years,  or  from  the  beginning  of  Dun- 
more's  Indian  war,  in  1774,  until  the  final  defeat  of  the 
western  Indians  in  1795,  were  the  pioneers  of  Washington 
County,  our  forbears,  in  a  constant  condition  of  danger  and 
unrest,  not  only  from  Indian  raids  and  bloody  and  depredating 
incursions,  but  from  depletion  of  protection  in  the  drafts  upon 
its  manly  strength  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  in 
the  controversies  among  themselves  arising  out  of  the  jeal- 
ousies, and  at  least  supposed  invasions  of  private  rights,  pro- 
duced by  the  controversy  concerning  our  western  boundary. 

Well,  not  long  after  the  erection  of  the  county,  to  wit,  on 
March  28,  1781,  were  its  courts  of  justice  organized.  The 
judges  of  the  courts,  under  the  then  system  of  judicial  organi- 
zation, were  the  justices  of  the  peace  throughout  the  county, 
the  first  named  in  the  general  commission  being  made  the 
president  of  the  court.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  commission 
issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Joseph  Reed,  presi- 
dent, dated  August  24,  1781,  sealed  with  the  great  seal  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  bearing  upon  its  obverse  side  the  plow 
with  field;  below  the  field  the  three  sheaves  of  wheat,  and 
above  the  ship  of  state;  and  on  the  reverse  side  a  freeman 
standing  upon  the  back  and  neck  of  the  British  lion,  his  right 


VIRGINIA  CLAIMS 


SOUTH-WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


BOUNDARY    CONTllOVERSY    WITH    VIKGINIA. 

Past  and  Present  Indicated. 
[Etching  by  Bragdoii,  from  Map  by  Mv.  J.  Sutton  Wall,  Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  Harrisburg,  Pa. J 


DEDICATORY   ADDRESS,  MR.  BOYD   CRUMRINE.       215 

hand  extending  a  drawn  sword,  and  his  left  holding  aloft  the 
Cap  of  Liberty,  the  whole  surrounded  by  the  legend:  "Both 
Can't  Survive." 

This  commission  was  directed  to  Henry  Taylor,  William 
Scott,  John  Craig,  John  White,  Daniel  Leet,  John  Marshall, 
John  Douglass,  Benjamin  Parkinson,  John  Reed,  Matthew 
McConnell,  Samuel  Johnston,  and  Samuel  Meason,  Esquires, 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  assigning  them,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  to  hold  the  courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  the  Orphans'  Courts,  for  Washington  County.  By  virtue 
of  his  being  named  first  in  said  commission,  Henry  Taylor 
thus  became  the  first  president  judge  of  Washington  County, 
and  he  is  represented  upon  the  bench  to-day  by  his  great- 
grandson,  Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor,  the  associate  of  Hon.  J.  A, 
Mcllvaine,  the  president  judge. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  presiding  judges  from  the 
beginning  of  our  judicial  history: 

Henry  Taylor,  from  August  24,  1781. 
Dorsey  Pentecost,  from  October  31,  1783. 
Henry  Taylor,  again,  from  September  30,  1788. 
Alexander  Addison,  from  August  22,  1791. 
Samuel  Roberts,  from  June  2,  1803. 
Thomas  H.  Baird,  from  October  19,  1818. 
Nathaniel  Ewing,  from  February  15,  1838. 
Samuel  A.  Gilmore,  from  February  28,  1848, 
James  Lindsey,  from  November  20,  1861. 
J.  Kennedy  Ewing,  from  November  19,  1864. 
B.  B.  Chamberlain,  from  February  3,  1866. 
A.  W.  Acheson,  from  November  15,  1866. 
George  S.  Hart,  from  December  11,  1876. 
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J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  from  December  14,  1886. 

J.  F.  Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  from  June  24,  1895. 

— Fifteen  in  number  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  years. 

But  courts  could  not  be  held  in  the  new  county  of  Wash- 
ington without  places  in  which  to  hold  them,  and  for  offices 
for  the  care  and  preservation  of  their  records.  And  section  10 
of  the  act  of  March  28,  1781,  creating  the  county,  had  pro- 
vided that  it  should  "be  lawful  for  James  Edgar,  Hugh  Scott, 
Van  Swearingen,  Daniel  Leet,  and  John  Armsti'ong,  or  any 
three  of  them,  to  take  up  or  purchase,  and  to  take  assurance 
to  them  and  their  heirs,  of  a  piece  of  land  situate  in  some 
convenient  place  in  said  county,  and  thereupon  to  erect  and 
build  a  court-house  and  prison  sufficient  to  accommodate  the 
public  service  of  the  said  county." 

Pursuant  to  this  act,  the  trustees  named  contracted  for  a 
court-house  and  prison  location  with  David  Hoge,  who  had 
acquired  the  legal  title  to  the  Catfish  Camp  and  Grand  Cairo 
warrants  of  survey  issued  to  the  Hunters,  and  had  laid  out  a 
town  originally  called  Bassettown  upon  them,  plotted  on  Octo- 
ber 13,  1781,  under  the  name  of  Washington,  with  a  lot  two 
hundred  and  forty  feet  square,  marked  "A,  for  a  Court  House 
and  Prison." 

But  things  did  not  move  smoothly  in  those  days  any  more 
than  they  do  now,  and  before  the  contract  referred  to  had  been 
confirmed,  there  was  an  interference  with  the  project  of  giving 
the  public  buildings  to  Washington. 

David  Hoge  had  his  home  in  the  Cumberland  Yalley,  in 
what  is  now  Cumberland  County,  and  thence  he  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  at  Philadelphia,  the  original  of  which  is  before  me: 


i-  s 
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"  Cumberland  County,  November  1,  1781. 
"Db  Se 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  matter  that  Concerns  my- 
self as  well  as  the  publick,  presuaded  that  you,  ever  Zealous 
for  the  publick  good,  will  not  miss  taking  Notice  of  the  first 
attempt  by  an  Individual  in  your  Body,  to  defeat  the  good 
Designs  of  men  Intrusted  by  government.  You  no  Doubt 
remember  that  Trustees  were  Directed  to  take  assurance  of  a 
piece  of  ground  to  erect  a  Court-house,  &c.,  on,  for  the  County 
of  Washington.  They  agreed  on  a  spot  in  a  Tract  of  Mine, 
and  wrote  me  frequently  &  pressing  to  come  out  and  lay  out 
a  Town;  which  I  paying  Respect  to  the  Convenience  of  the 
people,  Comply,  with  giving  ground  for  the  public  buildings 
gratis,  the  Town  giving  Universal  Satisfaction.  But  has 
since  been  told,  that  a  Gentleman  who  will  Shortly  appear  as 
one  of  your  body,  had  Used  his  Schemes  to  have  the  Court- 
house and  a  Town  on  his  own  Land  about  Eight  miles  Dis- 
tant fi'om  the  place  Where  the  Trustees  agreed  on,  and 
Likewise  that  he  Would  Use  his  influence  to  prevent  the 
Council  from  giving  their  Approbation  to  What  the  Trustees 
has  done. 

Tour  prudent  Attention  if  such  thing  should  be  attempted 
would  oblige  and  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by 
"Dr  Sir 
"your  Most  obdt  sert 

"Genl.  Potter."  "David  Hoge." 

Was  this  "gentleman,"  who  "had  used  his  schemes  to 
have  the  court-house  and  a  town  on  his  own  land,"  other 
than  our  acquaintance  Colonel  John  Canon?  and  his  town, 
desired  to  become  the  county-seat,  was  it  not  our  sister  town 
of  Oanonsburg?     At  all  events,  the  court-house  and  prison 
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came  to  Washington,  and  in  our  Deed  Book  B,  vol.  1,  page 
39,  is  recorded  a  deed  from  David  Hoge  to  Hugh  Scott,  Van 
Swearingen,  Daniel  Leet,  and  John  Armstrong,  dated  October 
18,  1781,  conveying  in  fee-simple  the  lot  on  which  this  build- 
ing stands,  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  square,  in  trust  for  the 
public  buildings  of  the  county,  and  this  in  consideration  of 
the  grantor's  good  will  to  the  people,  and  the  sum  of  five 
shillings. 

We  now  liave  a  place  on  which  to  establish  buildings  for 
the  holding  of  courts,  and  the  safe-keeping  of  the  unruly. 

The  first  court-house  and  prison  erected  on  the  public 
grounds  was  completed,  cost  unknown,  in  July,  1787,  the 
courts  in  the  mean  time  being  held  in  the  house  of  Charles 
Dodd,  a  tenant  under  David  Hoge  of  the  lot  on  the  corner  of 
Main  Street  and  Strawberry  Alley,  now  occupied  by  the  Strean 
building ;  and  a  log  stable  on  the  rear  of  that  lot  was  used  as 
a  prison.  This  first  court-house  was  burned  in  the  winter  of 
1790-91,  and  then  for  a  time  the  courts  were  held  tem- 
porarily at  the  house  of  James  Wilson,  on  one  of  the  opposite 
corners  of  Beau  Street. 

The  second  court-house,  with  jail,  etc.,  was  begun  at  once, 
and  completed  in  1794,  at  a  cost  of  perhaps  $15,000;  and  this 
court-house,  subsequently  much  repaired  and  enlarged,  served 
the  purposes  of  the  public  business  until  1839,  although  in 
1824  a  new  or  second  jail  had  been  erected. 

On  July  18,  1839,  proposals  were  received  for  the  erection 
"of  new  public  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  court 
and  offices  of  the  county,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
records,"  etc.,  and  these  buildings  were  completed  in  the  fall 
of  1842,  at  a  total  cost  for  this  the  third  court-house  buildine 
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of  $24,958,  and  of  a  sheriff's  house,  of  $4,448.  A  third  jail  was 
erected  to  completion  in  the  spring  of  1868,  and  the  court- 
house somewhat  enlarged  in  the  rear,  at  a  total  cost,  inchiding 
improvements  to  the.  sheriff's  house,  of  $52,000.  This  third 
court-house  and  third  jail  constructed  upon  our  public 
grounds  were  the  buildings  torn  down  and  carted  away  in 
May,  1898,  when  the  present  magnificent  structures  were 
begun  in  the  place  of  them,  now  delivered  over  to  the  people 
of  Washington  County  of  to-day,  whose  money  built  them, 
and  for  whose  business  they  are  intended,  the  fourth  in  a 
period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years. 

A  word  as  to  the  old  buildings  thus  removed:  The  plain- 
ness and  severe  simplicity  of  the  old  court-house  wei-e  not 
displeasing  in  outward  appearance  to  many  people,  who  saw  it 
go  with  reluctance.  But  the  day  had  come  when  the  accom- 
modations for  two  courts,  necessarily  often  in  session  at  the 
same  time,  and  for  the  increased  business  of  the  public  offices, 
were  entirely  inadequate ;  and  more  than  that,  there  never  had 
been  a  time  when  the  records  of  the  register's  and  the  re- 
corder's offices,  and  of  other  offices  containing  the  evidence  of 
the  titles  of  the  people  to  their  lands  and  homes,  were  safe 
from  destruction  by  fire ;  for  there  was  not  a  safely  constructed 
fire-proof  vault  in  the  entire  building.  As  to  the  jail,  it  was 
a  mistake  from  the  first,  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

And  now,  do  we  not  all  feel,  in  the  shelter  and  inspiration  of 
the  inspiring  dome  over  our  heads,  with  these  brilliant  cor- 
ridors and  ample  and  elegant  court-rooms  and  offices  upstairs 
and  down  about  us,  sufficient  in  their  adaptation  to  the  public 
business  for  at  least  another  century  to  come  —  do  we  not  all 
feel  that  to  the  two  grand  juries  out  of  your  number  who 
recommended  the  erection  of  these  buildings,  to  the  judges  of 
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our  courts  who  approved  and  ordered  accordingly,  and  to  the 
county  commissioners,  the  architect  and  contractors  and  work- 
men who  planned  and  constructed  them  —  to  all  of  them  there 
is  due  from  us  our  lasting  gratitude? 

These  new  buildings,  constituting  our  temple  for  the  admin- 
istration of  public  justice,  speak  for  themselves  as  to  their 
beauty  and  their  adaptability  for  their  uses  and  purposes. 
But  no  one  of  us  can  look  at  them  and  enjoy  them  through 
the  eyes  of  others;  for  the  study  of  them  by  each  of  us  must 
be  made  through  his  own  eyes.  A  beautiful  building  is  a 
work  of  art,  the  expression  in  outward  visible  form  and  color 
of  a  truthful  and  tender  and  invisible  spirit  within  the  master 
builder.  This  court  building,  the  finest  ever  in  the  county,  and 
for  its  purposes  the  finest  perhaps  in  the  entire  state,  will,  it  is 
thought,  hereafter  be  an  object-lesson  to  the  young  as  they 
grow  up  and  succeed  us  as  the  men  of  the  time  to  come,  teach- 
ing them  beauty,  harmony,  strength,  brightness,  stability,  and 
permanence,  and  leading  many  minds  among  them  to  a  loftier 
conception  of  duty  and  life. 

Fellow-citizens,  the  people  of  Washington  County: 
Have  you  not  again  been  reminded  of  what  it  cost  the 
early  settlers  upon  your  lands  to  bring  about  the  comforts  of 
life  and  the  conditions  of  things  enjoyed  by  you  to-day  ?  And 
may  you  not  to-day  look  upon  these  noble  buildings  as  a 
monument  erected  in  memory  of  the  energy  and  heroism  with 
which  our  ancestors  were  inspired  to  act  and  endure  for  our 
sakes  ?  They  have  been  turned  over  to  you,  whose  abundance 
has  built  them,  as  your  buildings,  the  expression  of  your 
thought,  spirit,  and  determination.  And  as  I  now,  being  duly 
authorized,  declare  that  from  henceforth  they  shall  stand 
formally  and  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  administration  of  pub- 
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lie  justice,  may  I  not  put  on  record,  also,  a  declaration  that 
henceforth  our  own  lives,  each  and  all,  shall,  with  the  help  of 
God,  stand  dedicated  and  pledged  to  the  truth,  the  right,  and 
to  good  order,  liberty,  and  justice  to  all  men? 


Prayer  of  Benediction. 

The  master  of  ceremonies  then  completed  the  program 
for  the  public  exercises  of  the  day,  by  the  introduction  of 
Eev.  Father  John  Faughnan,'  of  the  Church  of  the  Immacu- 
late Conception  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  who  offered  the 
following  prayer: 

We  pray  Thee,  O  Almighty  and  eternal  God,  who  through 
Jesus  Christ  has  revealed  Thy  glory  to  all  nations,  look  down 
with  favor  upon  us  to-day ;  pour  down  Thy  graces  and  bless- 
ings upon  this  house  which  has  been  built  for  Thy  greater 
honor  and  glory,  and  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good 
order  among  men. 

We  pray  Thee,  O  God  of  might,  wisdom  and  justice, 
through  whom  order  is  rightly  ministered,  laws  are  enacted, 
and  judgment  decreed,  assist  with  Thy  Holy  Spirit  of  counsel 
and  fortitude  all  those  who  in  fulfillment  of  their  sacred  and 
honored  trust  will  be  called  upon  to  administer  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth,  that  their  deliberations  be  conducted  in 
righteousness ;  that  they  encourage  due  respect  for  virtue  and 
good  order,  by  a  faithful  and  conscientious  execution  of  the 
laws  in  justice  and  mercy,  and  by  restraining  vice  and 
immorality. 

1  Father  Faughnan  was  born  on  June  24, 1868,  in  Bayonne  City,  Hudson 
County,  New  Jersey,  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Newton)  Faughnan;  and  was 
graduated  and  ordained  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  at  St.  Vincent's  College, 
Latrobe,  Pennsylvania,  in  1892. 
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We  ask,  O  God,  particular  grace  and  help  for  those  who, 
because  of  their  position  in  this  house,  will  be  obliged  to 
pass  judgment  upon  matters  of  great  moment,  that  Thou  wilt 
direct  and  guide  them  in  the  ways  of  honesty  and  fearlessness 
in  discharge  of  duty,  with  favor  towards  none,  but  justice  to 
all.  May  the  light  of  Thy  divine  wisdom  direct  their  delib- 
erations and  shine  forth  in  all  their  proceedings,  so  that  in  all 
things  they  may  tend  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  the  promo- 
tion of  happiness,  and  the  increase  of  virtue. 

And  this  we  ask,  O  God  and  common  Father  of  us  all,  in 
all  sincerity  and  humility,  relying  on  Thy  infinite  goodness 
and  love.  Do  Thou  complete  this  work,  and  sanctify  and 
strengthen  and  fortify  it  with  Thy  grace,  so  that  in  the  time 
to  come  the  very  presence  of  this  building  will  be  a  restraint 
to  evil  and  the  cause  of  joy  and  happiness  to  all  good  citizens. 
This  do  and  we  have  builded  well.  This  is  our  hope  and 
assurance,  that  the  blessing  of  God  the  Father,  of  God  the 
Son,  and  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  may  descend  upon  this  house 
and  remain  forever. 

— For  the  accommodation  of  strangers  within  our  gates, 
the  good  women  connected  with  the  Washington  Hospital  had 
provided  a  midday  lunch  and  an  evening  dinner,  in  the  audi- 
ence-room of  the  old  Town  Hall,  opposite  the  sheriff's  resi- 
dence and  office.  This  thoughtfulness  not  only  benefited  a 
favored  charity,  but  enabled  many  in  attendance  at  the  day's 
exercises  to  remain  during  the  evening  for  a  satisfactory  view 
of  the  interior  of  the  court-house,  illuminated  fi-om  basement 
to  dome  by  thousands  of  incandescent  lights;  and  until  a 
late  hour,  at  various  points  in  the  brilliant  corridors  perform- 
ing bands  of  music  were  stationed,  while  the  court-rooms,  the 
judges'  chambers,  the  public  offices.  Court  Library,  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, and  Historical  Society  rooms,  and  all  the  other  ap- 
pointments of  the  edifice,  were  thrown  open  to  the  public  and 
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visitors  from  abroad,  the  judges  and  officers  holding  a  delight- 
ful reception,  each  within  his  own  bailiwick. 

Thus  ended  the  seventeentli  day  of  November,  1900,  in 
the  next  to  the  last  month  of  the  old  century;  and  thence- 
forward the  new  court-house  of  Washington  is  to  stand 
dedicated  to  its  noble  public  uses. 


SERMON    BY     THE    REV.    JAMES    H.    SNOWDEN,    D.  D, 

After  the  foregoing  pages  were  in  type,  our  attention  was 
called  to  an  eloquent  and  instructive  sermon  preached  in  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
on  November  11,  1900,  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  H. 
Snowden,  D.  D.,  and  our  effort  to  procure  a  copy  for  insertion 
here,  that  we  might  see  ourselves  as  others  saw  us,  was  suc- 
cessful.    The  sermon  was  as  follows: 

"  TTie  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God." — Bomans 
xiii.   1. 

The  completion  of  our  new  court-house  suggests  our  sub- 
ject this  morning.  Its  dedication  on  next  Saturday  will  be 
an  event  of  great  popular  interest,  and  will  mark  an  epoch  in 
the  history  of  our  county.  We  shall  do  well  to  be  present  on 
that  occasion  and  to  enter  into  its  spirit. 

1.  The  building  itself,  including  both  court-house  and  jail, 
meets  all  our  expectations,  and  from  every  point  of  view  wins 
our  praise.  It  is,  first,  a  durable  building.  It  is  not  a  cheap 
and  flimsy  structai'e,  painted  and  gilded  for  show,  but  from 
its  great  foundation-stones,  up  through  its  stone  walls  and 
marble  corridors  and  steel  girders  and  terra-cotta  dome,  it  is 
constructed  of  the  most  substantial  materials  solidly  put 
together.     It  is  an  honest  piece  of  workmanship.     Mason  and 
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carpenter  and  plumber,  marble-cutter  and  stucco-worker  and 
frescoer,  have  done  their  best  work  under  the  most  competent 
and  careful  superintendence,  and  it  is  all  so  nicely  jointed  and 
thoroughly  cemented  together  that  it  is  almost  as  solid  as 
though  it  were  carved  out  of  a  single  block  of  stone. 

It  is  a  spacious,  conveniently  arranged,  and  thoroughly 
furnished  building.  Its  ample  dimensions  afford  space  for 
court-rooms  and  offices  that  are  not  only  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  to-day,  but  will  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  future. 

Our  county  is  just  beginning  to  develop  its  great  wealth, 
our  population  is  growing  rapidly,  and  this  will  pour  an  ever- 
increasing  volume  of  legal  business  into  our  courts.  It  was  a 
wise  step  to  build  a  court-house  that  has  in  view  the  needs  of 
this  near  future.  In  convenience  of  arrangement  and  com- 
pleteness of  outfit  also,  both  the  court-house  and  jail  are  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  needs  and  comforts  of  the  officers 
and  of  the  public  are  amply  provided  for,  and  the  furniture 
and  furnishings  throughout  are  the  best  of  their  kind.  Only 
one  item  of  public  convenience  appears  to  be  lacking  —  a  town 
clock ;  but  this  can  yet  be  supplied.  It  is  also  a  beautiful 
building.  Its  exterior  proportions  and  appearance  are  of 
striking  dignity  and  grace.  The  stone  walls  and  pillars  and 
porch,  the  fine  carving  and  ornamental  figures,  the  picturesque 
roof  broken  into  a  variety  of  features  and  springing  into  its 
great  central  dome,  all  harmoniously  combine  into  an  exterior 
that  instantly  commands  attention  and  elicits  praise.  This 
beauty  without  is  equaled  and  surpassed  by  the  beauty  within. 
Here  various  arts  have  contributed  their  finest  products.  The 
marble  floors  and  polished  marble  wainscoting,  the  massive 
bronzed  iron  stairways  with  their  marble  steps,  the  elegantly 
furnished  offices  and  rooms,  the  exceedingly  beautiful  court- 
rooms finished  in  polished  mahogany  and  oak,  the  elaborately 
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decorated  ceilings,  and  the  great  dome  richly  frescoed  and 
lightly  swung  over  it  all,  blend  into  a  harmony  of  form  and 
splendor  of  color  that  will  please  and  satisfy  the  most  culti- 
vated taste.  In  the  daytime,  or  at  night  under  the  illumina- 
tion of  its  thousands  of  electric  lights,  it  is  a  brilliant  vision. 
It  is  rare  that  we  see  such  art  in  a  public  building,  and  we 
would  have  to  go  far  to  find  its  equal.  There  is  a  surprise 
awaiting  you  there,  and  you  will  say  that  the  half  has  not 
been  told  you. 

Once  more,  it  is  an  honest  building.  There  has  been  no 
jobbery  in  this  large  undertaking,  from  the  plans  of  the  gifted 
architect  through  all  its  contracts  and  construction.  No 
breath  of  suspicion  has  tainted  it  at  any  point.  The  judges 
and  the  commissioners  have  had  the  unqualified  confidence  of 
the  people  in  their  responsible  and  arduous  labors,  and  the 
architect  and  contractors  have  faithfully  fulfilled  their  obliga- 
tions. It  has  cost  a  large  sum  of  money  —  upwards  of  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars  —  but  every  dollar  of  it  has  been 
honestly  expended,  and  the  county  to-day  has  the  full  worth 
of  its  money;  indeed,  it  has  far  more,  for  the  buildings  could 
not  be  duplicated  to-day  for  less  than  a  million  dollars.  The 
honesty  of  its  construction  is  an  honor  to  those  engaged  in  it 
and  to  us  as  a  people,  and  helps  to  make  it  fit  for  a  temple  of 
justice. 

We  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having  such  a  building. 
The  court-house  of  a  county  ought  to  be  worthy  of  its  use. 
There  might  be  constructed  for  very  much  less  money  a  mere 
house  or  hall  in  which  our  legal  business  could  be  transacted. 
But  a  building  should  be  a  fitting  embodiment  of  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  constructed,  and  this  is  eminently  so  of  a 
temple  of  justice.  The  solidity  and  dignity,  the  majesty  and 
the  beauty,  of  the  law  should  all  find  worthy  expression  in  the 
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temple  in  which  it  is  enshrined.  Its  appearance  and  appoint- 
ments should  all  command  respect  and  even  inspire  reverence. 
The  court-house  stands  in  the  center  of  the  county  as  its  stone 
core  towards  which  all  civil  interests  converge  and  from  which 
all  the  lines  of  justice  radiate.  It  is  the  central  hub  of  the 
county,  binding  all  its  interests  into  unity,  around  which  all 
points  on  its  circumference  revolve.  It  is  the  mighty  heart  of  the 
county,  where  its  civic  life  beats  pure  and  strong  and  whence 
it  flows  out  through  all  its  people.  This  temple  should  be  no 
cheap  and  mean  and  temporary  building,  but  it  should  be 
worthy  of  our  county  and  embody  the  strength  and  nobility 
of  its  citizenship.  It  shoiild  be  suggestive,  not  of  pioneer 
days  when  "  our  fathers  dwelt  in  tents,"'  but  of  settled  and 
developed  civilization.  It  should  represent,  not  penury  and 
penuriousness,  but  our  wealth  and  liberality.  Above  all,  it 
should  be  a  fitting  incarnation  of  the  spirit  of  justice,  stand- 
ing before  us  dignified  and  majestic,  suggesting  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  reverence  and  awe,  a  veritable  sermon  in  stone. 
Such  a  building  we  have,  a  noble  and  grand  symbol  of  law 
and  order  that  will  ever  silently  preach  justice  and  make  its 
mystic  presence  and  power  felt  throughout  all  our  bounds. 
Every  one  that  looks  upon  its  massive  pile  or  stands  within 
its  precincts  will  feel  its  meaning  and  majesty.  Under  its 
protecting  shadow  all  men  will  stand  equal.  It  worthily 
represents  our  rank  and  standing  among  the  counties  of  the 
state.  It  belongs  to  no  one  town  or  class  of  citizens,  but 
will  embody  the  civic  life  of  all  our  people,  and  will  be 
every  man's  just  possession  and  every  just  man's  pride. 

2.  Let  us  now  look  a  little  more  deeply  into  this  thing. 
That  court-house  has  blossomed  out  upon  that  hill  as  an  out- 
growth of  oui-  whole  history  and  civil  life.     It  has  deep  roots 
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running  far  back  that  have  been  bathed  with  the  blood  of 
countless  generations.  Other  men  labored,  and  we  enter  into 
their  labors  as  we  enter  that  building.  That  building  em- 
bodies the  civil  organization  and  order  that  have  grown  up 
through  long  ages,  and  have  come  down  to  us  as  a  precious 
inheritance  of  the  past. 

To  be  definite,  it  is  the  corner-stone  of  our  self-govern- 
ment. A  thorough-going  despotism  would  not  tolerate  such  a 
building,  but  would  ruthlessly  level  it  with  the  ground.  An- 
cient civilization  knew  no  such  institution.  It  was  only  when 
the  evolution  of  history  limited  the  despotism  of  kings  and 
lifted  the  people  into  power  that  such  a  building  became  pos- 
sible. The  adoption  of  the  Magna  Charta,  that  the  English 
barons  extorted  from  King  John,  and  that  was  signed  on  June 
19,  1215,  marks  the  moment  when  this  institution  became 
rooted  in  Anglo-Saxon  civilization.  The  39th  article  of  that 
charter  reads:  "  No  freeman  shall  be  taken,  or  imprisoned, 
or  disseised  of  his  freehold,  or  liberties,  or  free  customs,  or 
be  outlawed  or  exiled,  or  any  other  wise  destroyed;  nor  will 
we  pass  upon  him  nor  condemn  him  but  by  lawful  judgment 
of  his  peers  or  by  the  law  of  the  land."  "  These  three  words," 
says  Lord  Chatham,  "'no  free  man'  have  a  meaning  which 
interests  us  all;  they  deserve  to  be  remembered;  they  deserve 
to  be  inculcated  in  our  minds;  they  are  worth  all  the  classics." 
No  freeman  shall  be  condemned  but  by  lawful  judgment  of  his 
peers  or  by  the  law  of  the  land;  that  is  the  meaning  of  that 
new  building  on  the  hill.  It  cost  many  a  battle  to  get  it  there, 
countless  men  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  it;  but  there  it 
stands,  rock-rooted  as  the  hill  on  which  it  is  planted,  and  no 
human  power  shall  tear  it  down  and  deprive  us  of  its  protec- 
tion. Self-government  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  our 
civil  life.     No  hereditary,  or  self-appointed,  or  foreign  power 
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shall  control  us  and  order  our  lives  at  will,  but  we  will  keep 
the  reins  of  government  in  our  own  hands,  and  be  ruled  only 
by  lawful  judgment  of  our  peers  and  by  the  law  of  the  land. 
And  when  this  fundamental  principle  of  our  civil  life  is  in- 
fringed upon,  we  will  look  to  that  court-house  on  the  hill  to 
protect  us  in  its  full  possession  and  enjoyment. 

This  general  meaning  of  this  institution  may  be  special- 
ized into  three  subordinate  meanings:  the  court-house  stands 
for  protection  to  life,  liberty,  and  property. 

Life  is  dear  to  us,  and  we  want  to  keep  it  full  and  sweet. 
Each  man  has  the  same  right  to  his  life  that  every  other  man 
has  to  his,  and  in  this  general  sense  "all  men  are  created 
equal."  Whoever  would  take  this  life  away,  or  maim  or  injure 
it,  strikes  us  in  the  most  vital  part,  and  inflicts  upon  us  the 
deepest  wrong.  But  life  is  not  life  unless  we  can  use  it.  Life 
becomes  life  only  when  it  leaps  into  liberty.  The  freedom  to 
develop  and  use  our  powers  of  body  and  mind  is  a  necessary 
accompaniment  of  the  powers  themselves,  without  which  they 
are  caged  birds  or  fettered  hands.  Our  manhood  can  unfold 
and  stand  crowned  with  noble  attainment  and  service  only 
when  we  have  a  free  and  safe  field  in  which  to  act.  And  who- 
ever or  whatever  would  abolish  or  abridge  this  liberty  so  far 
imprisons  us,  cuts  away  so  much  of  our  manhood. 

A  special  and  highly  important  part  of  our  liberty  is  the 
right  of  property.  Private  property  is  a  corner-stone  of  our 
civilization.  Men  did  not  begin  to  rise  out  of  barbarous  tribal 
life  until  they  began  to  own  things.  The  private  ownership  of 
a  piece  of  property,  though  it  be  but  a  bow  and  arrow,  develops 
industry  and  thrift,  foresight,  plan,  and  purpose,  ambition  and 
responsibility.  While  man  is  building  up  property,  property 
is  building  up  man.     Hence  the  ownership  of  private  property 
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is  taken  by  some  scientific  writers  as  the  beginning  of  civiliza- 
tion. And  we  must  retain  and  defend  this  right  in  all  its  parts 
and  implications  or  we  shall  impair  our  civilization.  These 
three  rights,  then,  life,  liberty,  and  property,  lie  at  the  root  of 
our  civil  and  personal  welfare. 

Now,  it  would  be  exceedingly  troublesome  for  us  to  defend 
these  rights  individually  and  personally,  If  each  one  had  to 
do  this  for  himself,  it  would  involve  us  in  constant  watching 
and  warfare,  the  strong  would  oppress  the  weak,  no  one's 
life  or  liberty  or  property  would  be  secure,  and  the  end  would 
be  anarchy  or  despotism.  To  avoid  this  intolerable  condition, 
we  have  pooled  our  issues  and  built  that  court-house.  We 
have  organized  a  legal  institution  that  takes  care  of  these 
things  for  us.  When  any  one  of  these  rights  is  invaded, 
we  refer  the  case  to  the  court,  and  it  settles  it  "  by  lawful 
judgment  of  our  peers  or  by  the  law  of  the  land."  In- 
stead of  defending  ourselves,  the  judge  and  jury  and  sheriff 
are  there  to  do  this  work  for  us.  No  one  can  injure  our  life,  or 
interfere  with  our  liberty,  or  deprive  us  of  our  property,  with- 
out being  summoned  to  that  court  and  tried  for  his  offense. 
There  our  property  is  registered,  there  all  our  rights  are  guar- 
anteed. The  whole  of  society  is  thus  organized  and  mar- 
shaled for  our  defense.  As  long  as  that  temple  stands  in  its 
purity  and  power,  we  are  secure  in  our  fundamental  rights  of 
life,  liberty,  and  property. 

Hence  this  institution  should  receive  our  loyal  support. 
The  impression  is  lurking  in  many  minds  that  the  court  is  a 
costly  and  clumsy  affair  of  doubtful  value,  a  device  to  obstruct 
justice  with  the  law's  tangled  technicalities  and  interminable 
delays  rather  than  to  administer  and  etxpedite  it,  the  rich  man's 
friend  and  the  big  criminal's  easy  means  of  escape,  the  tool  of 
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trusts  rather  than  the  poor  man's  protection,  at  best  a  necessary 
evil.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  feeling  that  there 
is  something  unfriendly  and  harsh  and  dangerous  about  law, 
and  that  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  watch  it  and  shut  it  up  in 
the  narrowest  possible  limits.  These  views  color  our  feelings 
about  taxation  and  the  paying  of  our  taxes.  To  many  citizens 
taxation  seems  like  a  kind  of  robbery,  in  which  we  are  "  held 
up  "  by  the  tax  collector  for  so  much  booty ;  and  perhaps  with 
all  of  us  there  is  hardly  any  other  bill  that  we  pay  with  so 
much  reluctance  and  grumbling  as  our  taxes,  because  we  seem 
to  get  nothing  in  return  for  them. 

Of  course  there  is  some  ground  for  these  feelings.  Evils 
do  lurk  around  our  courts  and  creep  up  into  them,  just  as 
they  do  in  all  other  institutions,  even  the  church  and  the 
pulpit.  Sometimes  corruption  invades  the  jury-box,  and  may 
even  stain  and  smirch  the  robes  of  the  judge  himself,  though 
no  such  suspicion  has  ever  attached  itself  to  one  of  our 
judges.  The  law's  extreme  technicality  and  ready  means 
of  delay  are  evils  that  are  justly  complained  of,  and  that 
the  bench  and  bar  themselves  feel  must  be  remedied.  But 
all  these  evils  are  only  incidental  to  human  infirmity,  and 
do  not  enter  into  the  substance  of  the  institution  itself. 
The  court  stands  on  its  merits  as  one  of  the  most  neces- 
sary and  most  useful  of  social  institutions.  It  binds  our 
civic  life  into  unity  and  order,  and  throws  over  us  its  con- 
stant and  mighty  and  beneficent  protection.  Because  its 
benefits  seem  invisible,  and  do  not  force  themselves  upon 
our  attention,  they  are  little  appreciated  by  us.  In  this 
respect  they  are  like  the  atmosphere,  which  seems  so  much 
emptiness  to  us,  and  yet  which  we  breathe  every  moment 
as  our  very  life.  The  court  breathes  forth  a  kind  of  atmos- 
phere   in    which   we   live.     Were    it   not   for    its    sustaining 
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presence  and  power  society  would  fall  to  pieces.  The  simple 
truth  is,  hardly  anything  else  costs  us  so  little  in  propor- 
tion to  the  enormous  benefits  it  confers  upon  us.  If  we 
could  only  see  in  concrete  form  what  we  really  get  for  our 
taxes  we  would  complain  and  grumble  at  them  no  more. 
Our  taxes  should  be  paid  with  cheerfulness  and  even  with 
enthusiasm.  Instead  of  ever  trying  to  cheat  the  tax  col- 
lector, we  should  make  it  a  point  of  honor  and  of  patriot- 
ism to  pay  our  full  dues.  And  it  is  wrong  for  us  to  cherish 
disparaging  and  evil  thoughts  of  our  courts.  The  law  is 
not  our  enemy,  but  our  friend.  Instead  of  being  a  harsh 
restriction  upon  our  life,  it  is  the  means  of  its  liberty  and 
enlargement.  It  fetters  our  life  only  as  the  steel  track  fet- 
ters the  locomotive.  As  Paul  expresses  it:  "Rulers  are  not 
a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to  evil.  Do  that  which  is  good, 
and  thou  shalt  have  praise  of  the  same:  for  he  is  a  minis- 
ter of  God  to  thee  for  good." 

We  should  then  honor  the  court  and  be  in  subjection 
to  it.  We  should  discharge  all  our  duties  in  relation  to  it 
as  good  citizens.  We  should  choose  only  pure  and  able 
men  to  serve  in  its  judiciary,  and  we  should  be  willing 
to  give  our  time  and  service  as  jurors  when  called  upon 
to  do  so.  We  should  hold  it  in  respect  and  reverence, 
and  be  ready  to  fulfill  its  commands.  We  have  done  well, 
then,  to  build  that  noble  house  for  its  home.  As  we  build 
fine  houses  to  live  in,  and  fine  churches  to  worship  in, 
so  should  we  build  a  fine  court-house  to  administer  justice 
in ;  and  that  beautiful  and  costly  building  is  none  too  beau- 
tiful and  costly  for  this  high  and  holy  use.  There  the 
majesty  of  the  law  finds  worthy  embodiment,  and  there  the 
judge  will  sit  in  fitting  state  as  the  minister  of  God  to  us 
for  good. 
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3.  There  is  a  still  deeper  view  of  this  matter,  which 
need  only  be  touched  on  briefly  in  this  connection.  "  The 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God."  That  court-house 
is  one  of  the  places  where  God  speaks  to  us,  even  as  he 
speaks  to  us  in  the  church  and  through  his  Word.  Its  de- 
cisions, when  justly  rendered,  are  a  transcript  from  the 
decrees  of  the  court  of  heaven,  and  bear  the  seal  of  the 
great  judge  of  all  the  earth.  This  invests  our  court  with 
the  highest  authority  and  solemnity,  and  gives  point  and 
power  to  Paul's  injunction,  "  Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto 
the  higher  powers."  Not  only  so,  but  that  court-house  is 
a  particular  expression  and  symbol  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment that  rules  over  all  this  world  and  over  all  worlds. 
We  live  in  a  universe  of  law  and  order,  and  of  reward  and 
retribution,  in  which  every  man  shall  be  judged  according 
to  his  works.  This  divine  government  expresses  itself  in 
all  the  particular  judgments  of  this  life,  whether  through 
civil  or  moral  or  physical  law;  and  it  is  ever  heading 
towards  and  will  culminate  in  that  "one  far-off,  divine 
event  to  which  the  whole  creation  moves,"  that  final  assize 
and  great  day  of  judgment,  when  the  books  shall  be  opened 
and  every  man  shall  be  judged  according  to  the  deeds  done 
in  the  body.  This  lifts  our  life  up  out  of  the  dust,  and 
clothes  it  with  tremendous  responsibility  and  solemnity. 
But  just  as  that  court  we  have  built  is  our  friend,  and  not 
our  enemy,  so  niay  this  infinitely  greater  court  of  final 
judgment,  if  we  live  in  accordance  with  its  just  and  good 
laws,  be  viewed  with  trust  and  honor  and  reverence,  and 
at  last  be  welcomed  as  a  joyous  day  of  glorious  reward. 

And  now,  may  we  not  reverently  invoke  and  pronounce 
the  benediction  of  Almighty  God  upon  that  new  court-house 
we  are  about  to  dedicate  as  a  temple  of  justice?    May  never 


WASHINGTON, 

Upon  the  Dome. 

[Half-tone  by  the  Chasmar-Winchell  Press,  New  York.] 


SERMON   BY  KEV.  JAMES   H.  SNOWDEN,  D.  D.         233 

any  but  pure  men  sit  on  its  bench,  and  honest  men  in  its 
jury-box,  and  honorable  men  at  its  bar.  There  may  strict 
and  impartial  justice  ever  be  done,  justice  that  knows  no 
distinction  between  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  strong 
and  weak,  justice  that  ever  defends  the  innocent  and  lets 
no  guilty  one  escape.  May  no  slightest  suspicion  of  cor- 
rupt influences  ever  taint  its  decisions.  May  all  men  stand 
free  and  equal  under  its  shadow,  to  enjoy  its  just  protec- 
tion and  to  receive  their  just  dues.  From  that  fountain 
may  our  civic  life  flow  pure  and  strong.  May  we  all  ren- 
der unto  it  its  just  dues,  and  be  in  subjection  to  it.  And 
may  the  benediction  of  God  rest  upon  it,  that  it  may  ever 
bless  us  and  glorify  Him. 


XI. 

DEVELOPMENT  IN  THE  YEAR  1900. 

On  previous  pages  (79-85)  there  was  presented  from  the 
official  report  of  the  county  auditors,  made  in  January,  1861, 
the  account  of  the  county  commissioners  for  the  year  1860, 
indicating  the  extent  of  the  business  of  the  county  for  that 
year.  Here,  to  show  the  development  of  that  business  since 
that  period,  there  is  reproduced,  for  the  information  of  the 
future,  the  report  of  the  county  auditors  upon  the 

Annual  Statement  of  the  Commissioners  foe  the  Year  End- 
ing ON  December  31,  1900. 

Auditors'  Report. 

orders  issued. 

assessing. 

Assessing  and  enrolling -      $9,272  86 


$9,272  86 


bridge  repairs. 

William  Crispin $124  95 

Al.  L.  Lindley --  22  03 

JohnMcNary 39  00 

R.  B.  Plants 29  04 

S.   D.  Miller 2  00 

H.  B.  Brownlee 74  00 

A.B.Sampson .--  10  14 

J.   B.  Dunlap... 76  75 

N.  W.  Plants  etal- 158  63 

WoodMorgan 172  18 

Rodgers  &  Snodgrass  _ . 162  45 

John  S.  Wright 55  40 
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JOHN    M.    DUNN, 

County  Commissioner,  1897-1902. 

[Half-toue  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hallam.] 
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John  A.  Burr 41  90 

Henry  Leopold 29  38 

J.  W.  Shidler 47  35 

William  Baily  et  al 88  82 

L.  L.  Baine 10  00 

L.  E.  Foster 11  95 

John  Shres 119  60 

S.  C.  Baine 32  50 

John  K.  Nichols  et  al 48  04 

J.  N.  Smiley 11  30 

John  Shriver 25  20 

Robert  Gillespie 73  00 

R.  J.  Donaldson 6  49 

T.  L.  Brownlee 3  13 

F.  R.  Baker 36  85 

Samuel  Munnell 22  93 

H.  H.  Plants 71  30 

D.  O.  Hancer 177  00 

William  L.  DiUe... 79  50 

H.  C.  Sprowls 774  27 

Charles  H.  Spriggs 137  70 

W.  F.  Klein.... 655  57 

Samuel  Munnell 110  45 

William  Forgie 56  70 

Pittsburgh  Bridge  Company.. 4,296  00 

Fort  Pitt  Bridge  Company 2,516  34 

Charles  Buring 25  00 

Mack  Hewitt 40  00 

L.  F.  Miller 29  49 

J.  F.  Fitzsimons.. 59  00 

Clinton  Sprowls 3  60 

Duncan  &  Porter  et  al 134  40 

William  Hockley 1,174  22 

Plants  &  StoUar  et  al.. 644  48 

A.   F.  Mcllvaine 140  00 

W.  L.  Craft.. 17  50 

William  Cosgrove 195  00 

J.  P.  «S;  W.  B.  Linn 17  27 

John  E.  Mitchner 45  00 

Henry  Messenger 635  44 
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W.H.Linn 20  00 

William  Hickman 1,350  00 

Wilson  &  Buchanan  Company 4,503  00 

J.  R.  Hemphill  etal 66  50 

Wilson&  Boyd.. 1,262  25 

Christman  Publishing  Company 4  35 

S.  D.  Abercrombie  et  al 150  00 

Wilson  &  McNary 196  35 

John  Span 250  00 

119,509  88 

BOOKS    AXD    STATIONERY. 

G.  W.  Roberts $2  25 

FI.  F.  Ward 2,121   15 

J.  Howard  Blair 2  00 

Observer  Job  Rooms 621  45 

Acheson  &  Bartlett 248  64 

Hart  &  Foster 7  74 

E.  E.  Crumrine 4  80 

Blaney  Bros__ 7  00 

J.  Howard  Cramer 94  25 

$3,109  28 

BOUNTIES. 

Bounties  for  fox,  mink $239  00 

$239  00 

BORROWED  MONEY  AND  INTEREST. 

Citizens  National  Bank .__     $5,000  00 

Farmers  and  Mechanics  National  Bank.        5,000  00 
Interest 83  34 

$10,083  34 

BURIAL   OF    INDIGENT    SOLDIERS. 

Funerals 1455  00 

Markers 150  00 

$605  00 

BOUNTY    TO    ASSOCIATIONS. 

Burgettstown  Agricultural  Association.        $100  00 

Washington  Fair  Association —  100  00 

$200  00 
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COURT    EXPENSES. 

Jurors' fees,  mileage $10,058  68 

Justice,  constables' costs 6,096  42 

Charles  E.  Baker 1,561  93 

H.  T.  Bailey.  _ 779  02 

Witness'  fees... 4,358  45 

Court  crier,  tipstaves 2,205  00 

Court  stenographer 2,663  75 

District  attorney 2,056  15 

Coroner 1,860  60 

Constables' returns 950  32 

Jurors' board  on  homicide  cases 200  00 

Interpreter 1  00 

A.  T.  Morgan,  auditing  in  county  offices.  25  00 

J.  T.  Hemphill,  sheriff's  costs,  Q.  S 570  30 

J.    T.    Hemphill,    sheriff,    summoning 

jurors -  246  37 

Lunacy  proceedings 271  80 

133,904  79 

DIRECTORS    OF    THE    POOR. 

John    Wilson,     superintendent    county 

home $15,000  00 

W.     K.     Lyle,    superintendent    child's 

home.. 8,250  00 

123,250  00 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Allegheny  County  work-house 11,815  70 

Huntingdon  reformatory 707  00 

Morganza  reform  school 2,296  86 

Wernersville  hospital 651  43 

Western    Pennsylvania    hospital,    Dix- 

mont 3,165  65 

Western  penitentiary.  Riverside 4,754  33 

$13,390  97 

JAIL. 

J.  T.  Hemphill,  sheriff,  board,  commit- 
ments   $5,263  16 

J.  T.  Hemphill,  jailers'  wages 349  92 
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J.  T.  Hemphill,  supplies  for  jail 1,015  84 

J.  T.  Hemphill,  transportation 582  30 

J.  T.   Hemphill,  commitments 75  00 

J.  T.  Hemphill,  report  to  board  of  char- 
ity...  -  50  00 

J.  T.  Hemphill,  habeas  corpus  proceed- 
ings   4  00 

J.  T.  Hemphill,  telephone  service 36  00 

J.  T.   Hemphill,  postage 12  00 

Jail  physician,  Dr.  G.  B.  Woods 20  87 

Jail  physician,  Dr.  William  Denny 300  00 

G.    E.    Whiting,    guarding   Jones    and 

Ward --  60  00 

17,769  09 

LIVEEY    HIKE. 

A.  G.  Bane $34  00 

Vance  Bros 4  00 

A.  R.  Renshaw 50  00 

Bernard  Sloan 55  50 

A.B.Dunn 46  00 

Blayney  Bros 8  00 

J.  R.   Thompson 3  00 

W.  R.  Warrick 3  00 

Grimes  &  Machan 4  00 


PUBLIC    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Charles  T.  Rhodes,  drilling  and  casing 

well $349  00 

PUBLIC   REPAIRS. 

Walker  &  Slater  . .  _ $48  27 

T.  E.  Redman 71  33 

Sunderland  &  Foley 10  07 

J.  E.  Neff 14  60 

Peoples  Light  &  Heat  Company 6  24 

H.  P.   Chambers.. 3  00 

F.  Hermann.. 72  76 


$207  50 


$349  00 


$226  27 


W.    J.    SHILLITO, 

County  Commissioner,  1897-1902. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hallam.] 
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PRINTING. 

C.  W.  Hazzard $147  26 

Acheson  &  Bartlett 33  73 

Observer  Job  Rooms _-  86  50 

Sid.   C.Wilson 94  25 

J.  L.  and  John  Melvin 91   59 

George  Collins,  Jr 94  25 

W.  N.  Worrell 94  25 

H.  C.  Wilson 94  25 

John  G.   Charlton 100  33 

D.  H.  &  W.  H.  Fee  et  al 264  32 

Delmont  Phillips - . .  94  25 

Christraan  Publishing  Company 266  24 

Hart  &  Foster 295  26 

W.  H.  Crameretal 347  85 

Barry  &  Son 4  48 

McDonald  Outlook 4  20 

J.  Howard  Cramer  et  al _ 151  39 

Journal  Publishing  Company 144  80 

PAID    OFFICERS. 

Auditors 1619  75 

Commissioner  John  M.  Dunn,  274  days, 

$3.50 ._ 959  00 

Commissioner  John  M.  Dunn,  expenses  109  16 
Commissioner  W.  G.  Shillito,  297  days, 

$3.50 1,039  50 

Commissioner  W.  G.  Shillito,  expenses  164  45 
Commissioner  T.    P.    Sloan,    296  days, 

$3.50 1,036  00 

Commissioner  T.  P.  Sloan,  expenses 277  00 

Clerk  G.  E.  Lockhart 1,600  00 

Clerk  W.  A.  Britton 840  00 

County  detective  William  M.  McCleary  900  00 
County  detective  William  M.  McCleary, 

expenses 513  58 

County  detective  William  Phennicie 24  00 

County  solicitor  J.  I.  Brownson 600  00 


$2,409  20 
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County    solicitor   J.   I.    Brownson,    ex- 
penses   5  52 

Jury  commissioners  and  clerk 420  40 

Engineer  C.  B.  Kellogg 1,020  00 

Assistant  engineer  W.  W.  Galbreath..  862  50 
Superintendent  public  buildings,  H.  Ed- 
gar McCutcheon 52  00 

Janitor  court-house,  Robert  Green 407  00 

Janitor  treasurer's  office,  Robert  Green  20  00 

Janitor  court-house  offices,  Mrs.  McGill  170  00 
Janitors  new  court-house,  Mrs.  Gordon 

et  al 125  61 

$11,765  47 

EEWAEDS. 

M.  R.  Conley  on  Wustlaoh  murder  case  $250  00 

Christman  Publishing  Company 2  40 

1252  40 

EGAD    DAMAGES. 

Thomas  H.  Bruce $40  00 

Sanky  Bros 70  00 

Irwin  Bros 100  00 

Wilson  &  Warrick 50  00 

Mrs.  Edward  Martin 200  00 

Mrs.  John  Enoch- _. 25  00 

John  Teeters 35  00 

John  K.  Horn 85  00 

S.  B.  Anderson 45  00 

William  McPherson  et  al 140  00 

David  McPherson 125  00 

Alexander  Chapman 40  00 

David  Hufford _.  25  00 

V.  D.   Shannon  et  al 150  00 

Donehoo  Bros 75  00 

Charles  E.   Baker 6  50 

James  H.  Foster 41  00 

John  Lowry 250  00 

Viewers  and  artists 645  05 

$2,147  55 


JOHN    P.    CHARLTON, 

County  Commissioner,  1897-1898. 
[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  only  photograiih  known. 
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SUPPLIES. 

L.  Van  Baalen $113  25 

Eliott  &  Hatch  Typewriter  Co 17  50 

A.  and  C.  M.  Reed 185  31 

G.  M.  Warrick  Sons 23  51 

John  W.  Seaman 94  24 

Isad  ore  Schoen thai 1  68 

a.  W.  Haysetal 41   05 

Typewriter 90  00 

George  Davis 39   19 

W.  V.  Dermitt  «&  Co. 19  00 

W.  P.  Hastings  et  al 46  49 

C.  B.  Kellogg 13  35 

William  G.  Johnson  &  Go 8  00 

Oil  Well  Supply  Co 10  28 

W.  B.  Ritchie 63  50 

L.  McCoUum  &  Co.  - 1  70 

Lionel  Schoenthal 1  60 

I.  J.  Dixon 9  30 

First  National  Bank 23  20 

J.  W.  Leech 8  50 

J.  R.  Weldon  &  Co 5  00 

James  Curran 2  40 

Boiler  Compound  Co 8  65 

W.  W.  Hoyt 1  00 

J.  Howard  Blair 8  40 

Frank  J.  Neeson... 10  80 

T.  E.  Redman 2  85 

Bigger  &  Bingham  et  al 52  35 

C.  W.  Devore 24  80 

Baker  Office  Furnishing  Co 20  00 

TEANSCEIBING. 

AUenR.Dunn $58  50 

Frank  Andrews 42  00 

Ella  M.  Coleman 13  50 

CM.  Barr 6  00 

Nellie  Pickett 12  00 


$946  90 


$132  00 
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LIGHT,    HEAT,    AND    WATER. 

Electric  light $1,401  49 

Gas  for  light .._  212  06 

Gas  for  heat 3,462  48 

Coal  supply 30  79 

Water  for  public  buildings.. 1,026  50 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Elections $10,392  22 

W.      S.      Campbell,     certifying     judg- 
ments   1,686  80 

W.  C.  Robison,   recopying  5,490   cases 

at  15c 823  50 

J.  I.  Carson,  recopying  in  protbonotary's 

office 829  15 

W.    F.    Penn,   satisfaction   and  assign- 
ments of  mortgages,  etc 246  31 

D.  F.  Patterson,  additional  attorney 200  00 

Frank  R.  Hall,  county  superintendent..  200  00 

M.  M.  Hemphill,  sup.  prison  labor 385  00 

Prison  board  supplies 19  35 

Postage  and  box  rent . 53  05 

Telephone  service _  94  45 

Rebate  on  timber  land,  James  Boone  . .  8  07 

Watching  Sundays,  W.  B.  Post 72  00 

Cleaning  new  court-house 146  50 

Moving 98  15 

Robt.  Donley,  hauling,  etc. 33  75 

Insurance,  A.  G.  Happer 22  50 

Castings,  W.  B.  Ritchie  .  _ 2  00 

A.  B.  Caldwell  Company,  decorations.  8  64 
W.  S.  Armstrong,  entering  389  liens  at 

10c.  - 38  90 

S.  I.  Carson,  costs  in  No.  1074  Equity.  3  25 

Robert  Green,  laundry 7  50 

Cartographic  Company,  map  of  county.  10  00 

C.  D.  &P.  Tel.  Co 8  80 

T.  J.  Duncan 30  00 

Samuel  McKinley,  express,  etc 9  35 


5,133  32 
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Dr.  Wm.  Denny,  medicine  for  jail 25  00 

Incidentals 49  08 

$  15,503  32 

County  fund,  total  orders  issued $163,323  95 

Dog  fund,  total  orders  issued 4,109  05 

Total'expense  of  the  county 1167,433  00 


BUILDING    FUND COURT-HOUSE    AND    JAIL.' 

William  Miller  &  Son 1338,992  80 

Pennsylvania  Construction  Company  ._  47,724  87 

Stinson,  Kennedy  &  Co. 22, 640  77 

F.  J.  Osterling 27,375  71 

Speer&  Hollar 17,792  60 

McGinn  &  Lewis 7,588  33 

Otis  Elevator  Company 5,965  00 

James  Howard 561  45 

H.  P.  Chambers 300  00 

Keystone  Wire  Mat  Company. 84  00 

J.  W.  Gessford 497  00 

A.  B.  Caldwell  Company 1,792  62 

C.  M.  Reed 3,838  47 

$475,153  62 

BUILDING    FUND EXTEAORDINAEY    EXPENSES. 

J.  D.  Bumgarner,  watchman $558  00 

E.  E.   Cummins 556  65 

U.  S.  Trust  Company,  interest 20,000  00 

Graybam,  Kerr  &  Co.,  interest,   etc 1,396  36 

Citizens  Nat.  Bank,  interest 343  06 

Farmers     &     Mechanics     Nat.     Bank, 

interest 262  50 

George  D.  Jenkins  _ 20  00 

Pittsburg  Times,  advertising 6  00 

123,142  57 

Net  total  expenses,  building  fund $498,296  19 

'  This  building-fund  statement  and  the  bond  statement  following  it 
represent  the  payments  made  and  the  bonds  sold  on  account  of  the  new 
public  buildings  during  the  year  1900  only. 
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BONDS — DEBTOK. 

Jan.  23,  to  proceeds  of  bonds  Nos.  1  to 

90,  inclusive... $95,898  98 

Dec.  13,  to  proceeds  of  bonds  Nos.  91 

to  250 250,000  00 

8345,898  98 

CREDITOR. 

Jan.    23,   by  W.  S.  Armstrong,  treas., 

receipt $95,898  98 

Dec.   13,  by  W.   S.   Armstrong,  treas., 

receipt 250,000  00 

$345,898  98 

TOTAL    COST    OF    COtJET-HOUSE    AND    JAIL.' 

Contract  for  court-house  building..     $272,300  00 
Additional    stone,    granite,    and    con- 
crete work - - 16,859  48 

Excavating... __ 1,148  00 

Fire-proofing 4,321  44 

Plastering,  furrowing, and  stucco  work         29,439  10 

Brick  work 758  65 

Steelwork 1,093  06 

Tin  and  galvanized  iron  work 628  32 

Mill  work 28,845  60 

Vault  doors 929  50 

Marble  work 41,580  00 

Art  glass 6,184  40 

Hardware 1, 1S4  25 

Electric  work 5,301  94 

Ornamental  terra-cotta  and  statues..  9,600  00 

Rubber  tile  work 6,249  12 

Gas  logs  and  irons 774  00 

Hardwood  floors 466  80 

Leather  doors 1,100  00 

Brass  thresholds 330  00 

Flag-pole 150  00 

Ornamental  iron  work 6,359  00 

Artificial  marble  work 11,948  56 

'  As  presented  in  the  report  of  the  county  auditors. 


Tuil    1'.    SLOAN, 

County  Commissioner,  1900-1902. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdou,  from  photograph  by  Hallam. 
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Decorating 20, 132  50 

Painting  and  glazing. 6,720  00 

Carpenter  work 12,640  00 

Delays  on  account  marble  work 5,220  00 

Sundries 1,128  00 

$493,391  71 
Less  reduction  for  material  omitted, 

etc. 24,947  09 


Contract  for  jail  building $107,600  00 

158f  cubic  yards  foundation  concrete 

@  $12.00 1,904  00 

228  yards  2  feet  cut  stone  work  @ 

$1.80 405  25 

851  yards  3  feet  cutting  third  story 

sheriff's  wing  @  $1.00 851  25 

700  yards  cutting  on  dome  and  stack 

@  $1.00 700  00 

111-^  square  feet  steps  and  platform 

@  $1.50 167  25 

12^%  perch  rubble  stone  work  @  $7.25  89  90 
58^5j^    cubic    yards    concrete    boiler 

house  @  $12.00  ._ 702  36 

55  square  feet  cut  stone  boiler  house 

steps  @  $1. 50 82  50 

lly'^  perch  rubble  tunnel  wall  @  $7.25  92  00 

29l|  yards  excavating  @  $3.00 874  00 

60  yards  excavating  tunnel  @  $3.00.  180  00 
Plastering  ceilings,  base  two  rooms, 

and  girders 777  60 

33,387  brick  in  basement  @  $16.00..  534  19 
8,470  brick  in  corners  of  rotunda  @ 

$30.00 254  10 

Cementing  over  jail  tunnel 60  00 

Painting  in  base,  hot-air  pipes,  etc 240  00 

Picture  molding  for  residence.. 200  00 

One  dumb  waiter 360  00 

Door,  complete  for  residence 50  00 

Three  oak  cases  and  table 315  60 


,444  62 
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Cupboard  in  engine  room 75  00 

Changes  in  cell  and  prison  work  as 
required  by  the  state  board  of  chari- 
ties, to  extra  for  cells 12,840  00 

To  extra  plumbing 3,888  00 

To  extra  for  vent  flues 864  00 

To  special  basket  window  guards  ..  1,718  40 

$135,825  48 

Less  reductions _  2,564  47 

$133,261  01 

LABOR    AND    MATERIALS    FIXING    UP    GROUNDS    AROUND 
COURT-HOUSE    AND    JAIL. 

To  stone  and  concrete  work $34,754  45 

Excavating  and  grading __  3,667  50 

Brick  work 1,823  00 

Fire-proofing 223  20 

Tin  work  .  _ 72  60 

Electric  work 306  79 

Bronze  lamps 5,174  40 

Sidewalks  and  drives 5,399  96 

Ornamental  iron  fence,  etc 2,131  20 

Lumber,  mill,  and  carpenter  work 90  00 

Plumbing  and  sewering 162  00 

$53,855  10 

Less  reduction 3,372  23 

$50,432  87 

Carter  Electric  Co.,  electric  work 325  00 

Otis  Elevator  Company,  elevator 5,965  00 

Pennsylvania   Construction   Company, 

furniture 47,724  87 

Speer  &  Hollar,  furniture 17,792  60 

Stinson,     Kennedy    &     Co.,     plumb- 
ing...   30,555  97 

Maginn  &  Lewis,  ventilating  and  heat- 
ing  31,975  32 

H.   P.    Chambers,    half    electric    wir- 
ing   300  00 

James  Howard,  grading  and  sodding.  561  45 
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Keystone  Wire  Matting  Co.,  mats 84  00 

A.  B.  Caldwell  Company,  linoleums  . .  1,792  62 

C.  M.  Reed,  carpets 3,838  47 

J.  W.  Gessford,  blinds 497  00 


F.  J.  Osterling,  architect,  five  per  cent 
for  service  rendered  in  the  erection 
of  court-house  and  jail $35,912  58 

2^  per  cent  for  service  rendered  in 
fixing  up  grounds,  movable  furni- 
ture, and  fixtures 1,968  13 

Five  per  cent  for  service  rendered  in 
contract  with  the  Great  Western 
Marble  Company 1,495  00 


$141,412  30 


3,375  71 


Total  cost  of  construction  and  fur- 
nishment  of  court  -  house,  jail,  and 
grounds- $832,926  51 


EXTRAORDINARY   EXPENSES. 

Purchase  of  ground,  rent,  etc $21,164  18 

Interest  and  loans  repaid- 69,446  01 

Watching  at  temporary  jail  and  offices-         3,917  15 

Surveying,  etc 56  25 

Printing  and  advertising 297  25 

Miscellaneous  bills  for  carpenter  work, 
plumbing,  painting,  etc.,  in  arran- 
ging town  hall  and  Dodd  house  for 

court  and  office  work 6,220  10 

$101,100  94 
Total  expense  to  the  county $934,027  45 
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TAX    LEVY 

FOR    BUILDING,   COUNTY,    STATE,    AND    DOG    TAX    FOR  THE    YEAR   1900, 
BY   TOWNSHIPS. 


TOWNSHIPS. 


Allen 

Amwell 

BeallsvlUe 

Bentleysville 

Blaine 

Buffalo 

Burgettstown  

California 

Canonsburg,  East  Ward.. . 
Canonsburg,  West  Ward.. 

Canton 

Carroll 

Centerville 

Cecil  

Chartiers 

Claysville 

Coal  Center 

Cross  Creek 

Charleroi 

Deemston 

Donegal 

East  Bethlehem 

East  Finley 

Elco 

East  Pikerun 

Ea-st  Washington 

Fallowfleld 

Finleyville 

Hanover  

Hopewell 

Independence 

Jefferson 

Long  Branch 

McDonald 

Monongahela  City,  1st  W. 
Monongahela  City,  2d  W 
Monongahela  City,  3d  W. 

Morris 

Mount  Pleasant 

North  Charleroi 

North  Franklin 

North  Stratiane 

Nottingham 

North  Washington 

Peters 

Robinson 

Roscoe  

Smith 

Somerset 

South  Strabane 

Stockdale 

South  Franklin 

Speers  

South  Washington 

South  Canonsburg 

Twilight  

Union 

West  Alexander 

West  Bethlehem  

West  Brownsville 

West  Finley 

West  Middletown 

West  Pikerun 

West  Washington 

Washington,  Ist  W 

Washington,  2d  W 

Washington,  3d  W 

Washington,  4th  W  

Total 


Bond.        County.        State.         Dog.      Ad't'nal.       Total. 


J  290  93 

1,496  65 
208  09 
146  87 
377  74 
708  30 
347  52 
416  36 
388  84 
670  59 

1,308  84 

1,050  30 
645  06 

1,461  84 

1,263  75 
327  86 
171  O: 
931  48 

2,060  92 
340  85 

1,107  58 
406  14 
804  22 
130  13 
938  03 

1,024  40 
718  75 
122  33 

1,220  74 
635  21 
654  08 
674  73 
159  88 
742  15 
300  42 
570  32 
623  33 
798  51 

1,366  96 
119  70 
5.54  40 

1,099  ■ 
740  : 
588  37 
981  59 
998  41 
214  61 

1,205  84 
949  07 
960  04 

91  44 
776  22 

92  06 
619  09 
208  23 

96  84 

1,029  88 

137  50 

1,389  48 

193  76 

798  49 

81  94 

716  26 

510  69 

1,137  27 

1,320  23 

914  28 

1,611  60 


$    872  30 

4,488  49 

625  71 

440  20 

1,132  78 

2.124  30 

1,042  10 

1,247  58 

1,066  00 

2,019  90 

3,925  59 

3,149  86 

1,934  72 

1,384  40 

3,790  31 

982  83 

512  S 

2,794  08 

6,181  78 

1.022  09 
3,532  16 
1,217  54 
2,412  02 

390  19 
2,812  98 
3,072  35 
2,155  34 

366  56 
3,662  16 
1,905  05 
1,961  61 

2.023  54 
479  47 

2,225  27 

900  82 
1,710  10 
1,868  49 
2,394  77 
4,100  27 

358  94 
1,662  98 
3,298  82 
2,209  55 
1,764  74 
2,933  65 
2,994  06 

643  63 
3,616  48 
2,816  17 
2,879  12 

274  04 
2,318  25 

276  04 
1,856  80 

624  3' 

290  37 
3,088  28 

411  9' 
4,466  47 

580  81 
2,304  20 

245  63 
2,147  92 
1,5^ 
3,411  10 
3,959  41 
2,832  27 
4,798  19 


,865  39  8143,502  12 


S55  76 
778  88 
376  37 
160  92 

368  29 
751  44 
331  12 
152  34 

196  01 
762  12 
943  48 
158  20 
148  3; 
563  00 
119  76 
722  81 

157  19 
262  52 

74  63 
93  01 
315  93 
89  94 

164  58 
24  72 

445  99 
1,001  80 

369  68 

76  69 
541  27 
221  42 
721  98 

165  00 
8  46 

362  03 
15  86 
519  31 
699  59 
547  85 
515  70 

158  26 

77  56 
198  92 

197  11 
258  02 
284  16 
565  34 

■  45  26 
504  08 
754  46 
352  43 
35  30 
151  30 

3% '30 
58  20 
28  42 
164  49 
348  70 
481  49 
45  65 
170  76 


1,336  19 

630  38 

1,212  50 

1,491  43 


$42  00 
233  00 

21  00 
29  00 
49  00 

114  00 

25  00 
52  00 
31  00 

26  00 
143  00 

220  on 

59  00 
270  00 
42  00 
19  00 

22  00 
110  00 

115  60 
41  00 

136  00 
29  00 

167  00 
47  00 

141  00 

23  00 
97  00 
31  00 

198  00 
93  00 
73  00 

126  00 
38  00 
37  00 


102  00 
179  00 
13  00 
31  00 
124  00 
96  00 
24  00 
160  00 
212  00 
57  00 
168  00 
129  00 
91  00 
16  00 
114  00 
11  00 
38  00 
83  00 
26  00 
W  00 

16  00 
239  00 

42  00 
153  00 
5  00 
86  00 
98  00 

17  00 
60  00 
15  00 
13  00 


824,479  80    55,346  00 


$12  40 

13  20 

5  60 

14  80 

6  80 

6  80 

7  20 
26  00 
44  00 
77  20 
58  00 

8  00 
8  80 

32  40 
38  40 
7  20 
II  80 


16  00 

34  40 
24  40 

ii'so 

3  60 

4  00 

5  29 
8  80 

6  00 
68  00 
41  20 
54  00 

35  60 
6  20 

16  40 
12  i 

19  60 
24  00 

17  60 
14  40 

5  60 
16  I 

20  00 
12  SO 
12  00 
24  80 

6  00 


2  45 
60  40 

I  20 
20  80 

8  00 

8  40 
5  20 

9  60 
32  80 
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To  his  honor  J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania: 
We,  the  undersigned  commissioners  of  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,   do   certify  that    the   foregoing    statement  is  cor- 
rect, except  as  noted. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  official  seals  this  30th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1901. 

W.  G.  Shillito,  [seal] 
John  M.  Donn,  [seal] 
Tom  p.  Sloan,      [seal] 

Commissioners. 

We,  the  undersigned  auditors  of  Washington  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  report,  that  agreeable  to  the  act  of  assembly 
we  have  carefully  audited  the  foregoing  account  of  the  com- 
missioners of  said  county  for  the  year  1900,  and  examined  the 
vouchers  connected  therewith,  and  find  said  account  correct  as 
stated. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  this  8th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1901. 

W.  A.  Kennedy,    [seal] 
Jas.  B.  Hallam,     [seal] 
J.  F.  Beistoe,         [seal] 
Auditors. 


XII. 

THE   COURT  LIBRARY,   BAR   ASSOCIATION, 
ROLL   OF  ATTORNEYS. 

THE    COURT    LIBRARY. 

As  heretofore  stated,  ante,  p.  68,  upon  the  building  of  the 
new  jail  in  1868  there  was  an  addition  to  that  building  placed 
directly  in  the  rear  of  the  old  court-house  (the  third  one 
erected),  containing  on  the  lower  floor  an  office  for  the 
county  treasurer,  with  a  large  vault  behind  it  to  receive 
the  overflow  of  record  papers  and  dockets  from  the  court- 
house offices;  and  over  this  treasurer's  office  and  vault  was 
made  a  room,  perhaps  thirty-five  feet  by  twenty-four,  for 
a  court  library  for  the  use  of  the  court  and  the  members 
of  the  bar. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  special  act  of  assembly 
of  April  4,  1867,  P.  L.  755,  an  appropriation  was  there- 
after made  by  the  court,  fi'om  time  to  time,  fi'om  fines  and 
forfeited  recognizances  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  this  library;  and 
for  many  years  the  first  attorney-fee  for  each  year,  taxed 
and  received  by  the  prothonotary  for  each  member  of  the 
bar,  was  turned  into  a  fund  that  was  paid  over  to  the  libra- 
rian and  devoted  to  the  same  uses,  the  commissioners  of  the 
county  furnishing  the  cases,  as  from  time  to  time  became 
necessary,  as  the  number  of  the  volumes  of  law  books 
increased. 

The  first  librarian  in  charge  was  Mr.  D.  S.  Wilson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  now  retired  from  practice,  to  whom  belongs 
the  honor  of  establishing  for  the  county,  under  the  order 
of  the  court,  what  is  now  one  of  the  finest  law  libraries  in 
the  state  outside  the  large  cities. 

The  services  of  Mr.  Wilson  as  librarian  ended  in  1876, 
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when  he  I'etired  from  practice  and  removed  to  Leetsdale, 
Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  succeeded  as  libra- 
rian by  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,  who,  in  1890,  while  the  official 
State  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
succeeded  in  the  care  of  the  library  by  Mr.  Henry  Ganz. 
Mr.  Ganz  served  until  the  library  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  library  committee  of  the  Washington  Bar  Association, 
some  time  after  its  organization  on  October  31,  1892;  and 
since  then  it  has  been  in  the  immediate  charge  of  Mr.  Win- 
field  Mcllvaine,  of  that  committee. 

On  the  removal  of  the  court  library  to  its  elegant  room 
in  the  new  court-house,  the  care  of  the  books,  and  of  the 
good  order  of  the  gentlemen  who  make  use  of  them,  was 
committed  to  Miss  Alice  E.  Jones,  librarian  by  appointment 
of  the  court,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  George  O.  Jones  of  the  bar. 
Our  half-tone  shows  the  southern  half  of  the  library,  with 
the  adjoining  private  room  of  the  librarian,  both  rooms  being 
abundantly  lighted  from  the  eastern  front  of  the  building  on 
Main  Street,  and  both  entered  from  the  beautiful  corridor  of 
the  second  floor  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  rotunda. 
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Immediately  over  the  court  library,  and  on  the  third  floor, 
are  the  rooms  of  the  Washington  Bar  Association,  occupying 
the  whole  of  the  central  front  on  that  floor.  The  main 
room,  in  which  the  meetings  of  the  association  are  held, 
is  of  the  same  size  as  the  court  library  room  below  it,  and 
it  is  well  lighted  in  the  same  way.  Adjoining  at  each  end 
are  elegant  committee  rooms,  with  lavatories. 

By  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  dated 
October  31,  1892,  at  No.  775,  in  equity  (Equity  Docket, 
Book  4,  p.  80),  the  Washington  Bar  Association  was  duly 
incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  assembly 
of  April  29,  1874,  P.  L.  78,  and  its  supplements,  by  a  charter 
and  decree  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds 
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on  November  1,  1892,  in  Deed  Book  175,  p.  333,  "  for  the 
purpose,"  as  shown  by  Article  II.  of  its  Constitution,  "of  main- 
taining the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profession  of  the  law; 
of  cultivating  social  relations  among  its  members,  and  in- 
creasing its  usefulness  in  promoting  the  due  administration 
of  justice;  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  ends,  to  super- 
vise the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  bar  and  of  all  per- 
sons connected  officially  with  the  administration  of  the  law, 
or  in  charge  of  the  public  records;  to  institute,  in  case  of  any 
breach  of  duty  on  their  part,  such  proceedings  as  may  be 
lawful  in  respect  thereto,  to  protect  the  bar  and  judicial 
tribunals,  their  officers  and  members,  from  invasion  of  their 
rights;   and  to  found  and  maintain  a  law  library." 

On  the  organization  of  the  association  the  following  were 
made  its  officers  and  committees: 

OFFICEES. 

GENERAL. 

A.  M.  Todd,  President. 

L.  McCarrell,  Vice-President. 

Samuel  Amspoker,  Kecording  Secretary. 

J.  F.  McFarland,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

J.  M.  McBurney,  Treasurer. 

Henry  Ganz,  Librarian. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE.  , 

A.  M.  Todd  (ex  officio),  1894.     A.  S.  Sprowls,  1894. 

John  H.  Murdoch,  1895. 

Alvan  Donnan,  1896.     J.  I.  Brownson,  Jr.,  1897. 

COMMITTEES. 

LIBRARY. 

Boyd  Crumrine.  A.  M.  Linn. 

James  C.  Ewing. 
James  Q.  McGiffin.*     Winfield  Mcllvaine. 
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AMENDMENT    OF    THE    LAW. 

Alexander  Wilson.         Thomas  H.  Baird.* 
John  D.  Braden.* 

JUDICIARY. 

H.  M.  Dougan.*      R.  W.  Irwin. 
J.  M.  Dickson. 

GEIEVANCES. 

M.  L.  A.  McCracken.      J.  M.  Braden.* 
T.  Jeff.  Duncan. 

FEE   BILL, 

J.  P.  Miller.         J.  F.  Taylor. 
Thomas  F.  Birch. 

Except  by  death,  few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  officers 
and  committees  of  the  association  since  its  organization,  but 
for  a  number  of  years  past  the  presiding  officer  has  been  Mr. 
Alexander  Wilson,  admitted  in  1853.  Mr.  Samuel  Amspoker 
continues  as  the  recording  secretary,  and  Mr.  James  M. 
McBurney  as  the  treasurer.  The  gentlemen  indicated  by  a 
*  are  now  deceased. 

During  the  evening  of  Saturday,  December  14, 1901,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Bar  Association  was  held  at  its  rooms  in  the  third  story 
front  of  the  new  court-house,  not  for  business,  but  for  social 
enjoyment  after  several  weeks  of  hard  work  in  court,  and  with 
one  week  of  it  remaining  before  the  holidays  vacation.  A 
regular  northwestern  blizzard  (a  good  word:  see  Century 
Dictionary)  had  just  struck  the  town,  which  might  account 
for  the  absence  of  some  of  those  who  failed  to  show  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  subpoena  requiring  their  presence.  It  was  the  first 
meeting  in  our  new  rooms  that  was  not  for  business;  and 
though  its  purpose  may  not  be  fully  set  forth  in  the  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  of  the  association,  as  the  authorized  single 
purpose  of  a  called  meeting,  yet  that  purpose  cannot  be  said 
to  be  unconstitutional. 
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The  members  present  liacl  assembled  in  consequence  of  an 
order  issued  by  our  recording  secretary,  all  of  his  own  motion, 
as  is  suspected,  and  ever  zealous  in  his  desire  for  wliat  is  best 
for  the  association,  he  out  of  his  own  head  had  arranged  what 
was  to  be  attended  to,  disclosed  in  his  subpoena  as  follows: 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
County  of  Washington, 

[seal.]  To  the  Members  of  the  Washington  Bar  Association, 
Greeting: 
We  command  you  and  each  of  you,  that,  setting  aside  all 
manner  of  business  and  excuses  whatsoever,  you  and  each  of 
you  be  and  appear  in  your  proper  persons  at  a  meeting  of  said 
association,  to  be  held  in  its  rooms  in  the  court-house  in  said 
county,  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  1901,  at  7:30  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  there  to  take  part  in  a  feast  of  wit  and  wisdom,  in  which 
the  following  subjects  will  be  opened  with  remarks  by  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons: 

Opening  Address,  -  -  -  Alexander  Wilson,  Esq. 
Our  New  Rooms,    -  -         -         -     John  H.  Murdoch,  Esq. 

The  Old  Way,  -----  J.  L.  Judson,  Esq. 
How  Shall  We  Decorate  Our  Eooms,  -  J.  F.  Taylor,  Judge 
Object  of  the  Bar  Association,  -        T.  Jeff.  Duncan,  Esq. 

Esprit  de  Corps  of  the  Bar,  -         J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  Judge 

Court  Rules,  -----  T.  Flem.  Birch,  Esq. 
Early  Reminiscences  of  the  Bar,  -  -  Boyd  Crumrine,  Esq. 
Later  Reminiscences  of  the  Bar,  -  -  R.  W.  Irwin,  Esq. 
Grievances  of  the  Bar,  -  -  M.  L.  A.  McCracken,  Esq. 
Bar  Picnics,  -         -         -         -  H.  J.  Vankirk,  Esq. 

How  We  May  Make  It  a  Success,  -         A.  M.  Todd,  Esq. 

And  this  you  are  not  to  omit,  under  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  pounds. 

Witness  the  Honorable  Alexander  Wilson,  president  of 
said  association,  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  this  sixth  day 
of  December,  1901. 

Samuel  Amspokeb, 

Secretary. 


MISS   ALICE   E.    JONES, 

Court  Librarian  from  1900. 

[Half-tone  by  Bragdon,  from  photograph  by  Hallam.] 
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As  the  members  appeared,  Mr.  Wilson,  the  president,  sit- 
ting at  the  head  of  the  long  table,  with  a  commanding  wave 
of  his  sceptered  hand,  required  each  to  subscribe  his  name 
upon  a  paper  laid  before  him ;  and  as  every  member  of  the 
bar  present  was  able  to  write  his  name  himself,  that  paper  will 
be  preserved,  and  may  hereafter  be  referred  to,  if  merely  as  the 
standard  of  comparison  in  respect  of  the  genuineness  of  sig- 
natures alleged  to  be  the  signatures  of  the  judges  or  lawyers 
at  that  meeting. 

One  member,  after  taking  his  seat  and  observing  the  pro- 
ceedings a  while,  began  to  say  to  himself: 

"A  chiel's  amang  ye  takin'  notes, 
And,  faith,  he'll  prent  it." 

Mr.  Amspoker,  running  things  apparently  with  at  least  the 
permission  of  the  president,  made  it  known  that  each  speaker 
to  make  "remarks"  would  be  allowed  four  minutes;  why  he 
could  not  go  to  five  was  one  mystery,  but  every  address  was  of 
such  interest  that  no  one  thought  of  calling  time,  and  each 
speaker  said  what  he  had  to  say. 

As  a  part  of  the  "opening  address"  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
president,  he  referred  to  certain  peculiar  methods  of  practice 
in  the  earlier  days,  and  presented  what  he  called  the  report  of 
the  trial  of  a  will  case  on  an  issue  devisavit  vel  non,  explain- 
ing in  advance  the  old-time  pleadings,  wherein  the  proponent 
of  the  will,  the  executor  thereof,  as  plaintifP,  averred  that  a  bet 
of  one  dollar  had  been  made  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  de- 
fendant that  a  certain  testamentary  writing  described  was  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  the  decedent;  that  the  contestant 
(a  disappointed  heir  defending,)  had  denied  that  the  said 
testamentary  paper  was  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the 
decedent,  and  had  accepted  the  bet ;  and  that  the  bet  had  been 
won  by  the  plaintiff,  for  that  the  said  testamentary  paper  was 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  decedent,  and  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  have  and  receive  from  the  defendant  the  said 
sum  of  one  dollar,  for  which  suit  was  brought ;  the  defendant 
by  his  plea  admitting  the  bet,  but  most  solemnly  denying  that 
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the  plaintiff  liad  won  it.  Thus  was  the  issue  formed  that  was 
to  take  a  week  or  two  in  the  trial,  and  here  is  the  case  as 
reported: 

Brown,  Executor,  v.  Brown. 


Old  Brown  died,  as  all  men  must, 
And  was  laid  in  his  grave  to  be  turned  into  dust; 
To  sleep  till  the  trumpet  of  judgment  should  sound. 
To  raise  him  and  the  rest  of  the  dead  from  the  ground. 

He  was  rich ;  owned  a  farm ;  had  a  good  deal  of  stock 
In  several  banks;  and  at  home  under  lock, 
In  an  old  oaken  chest,  was  a  pretty  big  pile 
Of  silver  and  gold,  the  fi'uit  of  his  toil. 

But  he  died,  and  his  money  was  all  left  behind; 
Most  likely  because  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
That  dollars  and  dimes  are  not  the  right  kind 
Of  a  passport  for  old  St.  Peter  to  find. 

There  's  a  trite  old  adage  in  use  every  day, 
Which  runs  that  "where  there 's  a  will  there  's  a  way;" 
But  the  will  makes  the  way  for  good  or  for  ill, 
And  there  are  various  ways  of  making  a  will. 

At  common  law,  for  many  years 
The  land  in  England  all  descended 

To  the  eldest  son  and  heir  in  fee, 

Till  by  Henry  VIII.,  Cap.  5,  'twas  amended, 

And  a  man  could  select  his  own  devisee. 

Old  Brown  never  could  or  would  understand 

The  primogenital  right  to  land ; 

He  believed  that  the  owner  ought  to  dispose 

Of  all  his  estate  just  as  he  chose; 

So  he  had  given  to  Eichard,  the  lamb  of  the  flock, 

The  farm  and  the  money  and  most  of  the  stock. 


v^-.. 
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Richard's  brother  was  stunned  with  surprise, 

When  he  heard  of  his  father's  peculiar  devise; 

He  declared  it  to  be  no  better  than  theft, 

And  the  old  man  had  died  of  his  reason  bereft ; 

For  he  knew  that  plenty  of  men  could  be  found 

Who  would  swear  that  his  mind  was  wholly  unsound; 

And  besides,  he  could  easily  prove  it  was  true 

That  the  influence  brought  to  bear  was  undue ; 

And  he  would  spend  all  he  had  but  what  he  would  beat 

His  sly  brother  Dick  in  such  a  wholesale  cheat. 

To  a  lawyer  he  went,  who  told  him  he  might, 
For  a  moderate  fee,  have  a  beautiful  fight; 
If  it  were  as  he  said,  he  was  certainly  right. 
And  would  knock  the  executor's  will  out  of  sight. 
So  an  issue  was  formed,  and  the  case  was  set  down 
For  trial,  and  was  talked  about  all  over  town. 

In  an  issue  of  fact,  each  party  relies 
On  what  he  affirms  or  what  he  denies ; 
But  in  an  issue  of  law,  every  one  tries 
To  pull  the  wool  over  the  judge's  two  eyes. 

In  cases  of  contract  or  suits  for  a  tort, 

Or  anything  else  of  the  usual  sort. 

Deny  all  that 's  claimed,  that 's  all  you  need  do 

To  get  to  the  jury  on  the  general  issue. 

But  the  rule  won't  apply  at  all  to  a  will; 
The  pleading  to  that  requires  more  skill. 
And  the  law,  always  anxious  to  cure  every  ill 
That  clients  are  heir  to,  compounds  a  new  pill. 

Some  call  it  a  lie;  some  style  it  a  fiction; 
But  either  way,  it 's  not  worth  contradiction. 
It  is  either  or  both,  whichever  you  choose, 
And  certainly  a  most  ingenious  ruse. 

For  the  law  abhors  wagers,  and  pretends  to  despise 
Everything  that's  immoral,  profane,  or  unwise; 
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But  in  the  case  of  a  will  it  shuts  one  of  its  eyes, 
And  winks  with  approval  at  outrageous  lies. 

Court  met  in  session,  and  Brown  against  Brown 
Was  still  more  the  subject  of  talk  over  town. 
The  plaintiff  was  ready,  and  all  he  'd  to  do 
Was  to  prove  execution,  and  then  he  was  through; 
But  Brown,  the  defendant,  was  quite  ill  at  ease. 
For  he  had  to  carry  the  load  of  his  pleas. 

One  of  defendant's  attorneys  arose,  and  proposed 

To  read  the  complaint  to  which  plaintiff  deposed, 

—  Generally  called  a  declaration, 

Sometimes  narr.,  short  for  narration: 

"  County  of  Blank,  SS. ;"   and  then  there  begins 

A  lengthy  account  of  the  defendant's  sins. 

In  manner  and  form  to  wit:    "  E.  Brown, 

By  Brooks,  his  attorney,  complains  and  says. 

That  he  heard  the  defendant  plainly  declare 

That  a  certain  sealed  writing,  then  and  there, 

Which  he,  the  plaintiff,  proffered  here, 

(Pro  ut)  was  not  his  dear  father's  will; 

That  he  had  bet  the  defendant  a  one-dollar  bill 

That  it  was  his  genuine  will  and  true. 

As  he,  the  defendant,  very  well  knew; 

That  defendant  had  accepted  the  offered  bet. 

And  though  often  requested,  never  as  yet 

Had  paid  him  the  bet,  and  still  doth  refuse 

The  plaintiff  to  pay;  whereupon  he  sues." 

The  defendant  opened  his  eyes  till  they  grew 
As  big  as  saucers  when  the  lawyer  was  through. 
"My  God,  men!   does  brother  Dick  swear 
That  I  made  the  bet  declared  on  there?" 

The  attorney  replied,  with  a  serious  phiz, 
"Yes,  sir,  he  does;  and  the  worst  of  it  is, 
We  've  admitted  it  all,  supposing  that  Brooks 
Was  as  honest  in  practice  as  he  is  in  his  looks." 


JUDGE  S  CHAMBER,    MoILVAIXE,   P.   J. 
[HaU-tone  by  the  Cliiisniar-Winchell  Press,  New  York.] 


THE  WASHINGTON   BAR  ASSOCIATION.  259 

"You've  ruined  me,  men,"  the  defendant  cried; 

"  If  Eicbard  says  that  he  surely  has  lied. 

But  there  is  only  one  man  in  our  township  would  swear 

That  I  made  the  bet  declared  upon  there ; 

That 's  old  Sol.  Jenkins,  the  champion  liar, 

Who  would  swear  to  whatever  brother  Dick  might  require. 

I  could  bring  all  the  neighbors  to  court  any  day, 

And  they  would  n't  believe  one  word  he  would  say." 

But  the  lawyer  replied:    "It  is  too  late  to  retract; 
We  must  manage  your  case  with  still  more  tact; 
To  get  over  the  bet  we  will  prove  as  a  fact, 
That  when  it  was  made  your  noggin  was  cracked." 

But  the  Act  for  Defalking  did  not  embrace 
That  kind  of  a  set-ofiP;   so  they  settled  the  case. 

The  picture  to  be  presented  of  what  followed,  as  the 
other  addresses  were  delivered,  must  be  of  the  impression- 
istic style;  it  must  suggest  rather  than  reveal.  The  two 
judges  present  were  now  mere  lawyers,  and  had  to  take 
their  chances  with  the  rest  of  us.  Some  of  the  addresses 
were  serious,  thoughtful,  and  touching;  others  could  be  cor- 
rectly understood  only  by  interpreting  each  sentence  into 
a  meaning  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  the  words  and  man- 
ner expressed,  and  the  greatest  interest  was  manifested  by 
all  the  listeners  to  know  the  exact  details  and  circumstances 
of  every  incident  referred  to.  One  dignified  and  stately 
gentleman,  giving  his  "  Eeminiscences  of  the  Bar,"  stated 
that  the  very  first  case  in  which  he  was  concerned  after 
his  admission  to  practice  was  a  case  —  well,  it  was  a  mis- 
demeanor triable  in  the  Quarter  Sessions,  very  frequently 
appearing  upon  the  calendars  of  the  olden  time,  not  alto- 
gether unknown  to  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the  pres- 
ent day,  and  always  decidedly  interesting  to  the  occupants 
of  the  front  rows;  and  the  moment  the  kind  of  case  was  men- 
tioned, the  speaker  was  met  with  several  inquiries,  "  Were  you 
the  defendant?"    "Who  was  your  lawyer?" 
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And  so  it  was  for  the  entire  evening.  Moreover,  we  had 
our  pianist,  Mr.  H.  B.  Hughes ;  our  violinist,  Mr.  B.  G.  Hughes ; 
and  a  vocal  quartette,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Miller,  John  H.  Murdoch, 
J.  F.  McFarland,  and  J.  M.  McBurney — all  our  own  members. 
"  Stars  of  the  Summer  Night,"  "  My  Country,  't  is  of  Thee," 
"  My  Old  Kentucky  Home,"  "  Old  Black  Joe,"  "  Noah's  Ark," 
and  "Good  Night"  were  sung  and  played;  and  let  it  be 
recorded  that  the  Washington  Bar  Association  has  within  its 
own  limits  music  for  the  ear  and  soul,  vocal  and  instrumental. 
Certain  of  the  melodies  were  grateful  to  the  spirit  of  one  of 
our  venerable  judges,  taking  him  back,  he  said,  as  would  the 
perfume  of  an  old-time  flower,  to  the  days  when  he  played  the 
role  of  minstrel  by  moonlight  beneath  the  windows  of  a  certain 
educational  institution  on  East  Maiden  Street. 

The  last  address  of  the  evening,  on  "  How  We  may  Make 
It  a  Success,"  was  not  less  interesting  than  those  which  pre- 
ceded it.  It  had  been  observed  that  the  door  opening  into  the 
south  committee-room  had  been  closed  all  evening,  and  there 
was  at  least  one  present  who  did  not  know  what  was  on  the 
other  side  of  it  until  Mr.  Todd  delivered  his  address,  and  as 
an  object-lesson  in  his  teaching  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
jolly  good-fellowship,  told  of  what  was  behind  that  door,  and 
called  upon  Mr.  J.  M.  Dickson,  one  of  our  number,  to  come 
forth  as  the  chief  butler  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Dickson  responded  by  causing  the  closed  door  to  open, 
when  a  series  of  tables,  loaded  and  well  attended,  brought 
about  them  as  goodly  an  array  of  strong  men,  young  and  old, 
as  any  one  might  wish  to  see.  One  incident  of  this  part  of  the 
evening's  entertainment  must  be  recorded.  Many  of  the 
middle-aged  as  well  as  the  younger  lawyers  lingered  about 
those  tables,  while  others  withdrew  to  the  association  room, 
some  to  listen  to  the  music,  others  to  talk  of  other  days ;  and 
to  manifest  the  young  blood  that  is  yet  in  him,  one  of  the  two 
gentlemen  admitted  in  1851,  fifty  years  ago,  executed  upon  the 
brilliant  Wilton  carpet  a  physical  demonstration  of  "  Fisher's 
Hornpipe,"  which  beat  the  band  that  furnished  the  music.  Tet, 
that  no  one  may  imagine  there  were  present  at  this  meeting 
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any  other  kinds  of  stimulating  spirits  than  those  which 
nature  furnishes  along  with  good  companionship,  let  all 
kindly  search  for  a  fact  to  be  recorded  in  the  last  pages  of 
this  book. 

Te  who  come  after  us  and  are  to  be  the  men  at  the  bar 
twenty-five,  fifty,  one  hundred  years  hence,  let  not  the  growing 
commercial  spirit  of  the  age,  or  of  the  coming  ages,  so  fill 
your  brains  with  stocks  and  bonds  and  dollars  and  dimes  that 
you  shall  have  no  inclination  and  no  place  in  your  lives  for 
even  a  moderate  allowance  of  good-fellowship  and  fun ;  for,  as 
we  left  the  third  corridor  at  the  end  of  that  evening's  enjoy- 
ment, and  came  down  the  marble  stairways  through  a  warm 
bath  of  color  and  light  filling  our  "  House  Beaiitiful,"  out  into 
the  storm,  we  felt  that  the  members  of  our  bar  of  to-day  were 
favored  beyond  the  days  of  any  of  the  long  line  of  Washing- 
ton County  lawyers  who  came  and  have  gone  before  us. 

BOLL  OF  ATTORNEYS,  1781-1901. 

In  1840,  as  we  have  seen,  there  were  eleven  members  of 
the  bar  then  practicing  at  Washington,  as  shown  by  the  paper 
of  Mr.  Henderson,  deposited  on  the  Fourth  of  July  of  that 
year  in  the  corner-stone  of  the  third  court-house,  ante,  p.  72. 
Their  names  were,  in  the  order  of  their  admission:  Thomas 
McGiffin  (admitted  in  1807) ;  T.  McK.  T.  McKennan  (1814) ; 
John  S.  Brady  (1817) ;  William  Waugh  (1818);  John  L.  Gow 
(1825);  Isaac  Leet  (1826);  James  Watson  (1831);  A.  W. 
Acheson  (1832);  William  McKennan  (1837);  Daniel  Leet 
(1839) ;  and  Joseph  Henderson  (1839).  These  were  the  only 
men-at-arms  in  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth  in  battle  array 
at  the  midway  point  in  the  judicial  life  of  the  county.  They 
were  all  at  the  bar  when  the  court-house  just  removed  from 
our  sight  was  builded,  but  they  had  all  gone  from  us  before 
that  court-house  disappeared.  Are  they  in  the  "  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses "  present  but  invisible  when  we  are  at  work  in  the  calling 
in  which  their  manhood  was  engaged  ? 

Such  are  reflections  which  we  of  this  generation  of  Wash- 
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ington  County  lawyers  may  entertain  when  recalling  these  gen- 
tlemen of  the  olden  time,  for  we  are  nearer  to  them  and 
to  their  day.  For  the  people  generally  who  are  yet  to 
come,  however,  we  would  present  the  entire  roll  of  attor- 
neys admitted  to  our  bar  from  the  organization  of  the  county, 
copied,  for  the  period  ending  in  1882,  from  Crumrine's  His- 
tory, 250-255,  with  the  biographical  foot-notes  corrected  to 
date,  and  supplemented  by  the  roll  for  1883-1901,  kindly  com- 
piled for  us  by  Mr.  Blaine  Aiken,  admitted  in  1901. 

It  will  be  noted  that  toward  the  end  of  the  roll  there  is 
quite  a  large  number  of  names  in  small  caps,  which  means 
that  those  bearing  the  names  so  printed  are,  at  the  date  of  this 
writing,  resident  and  having  offices  within  the  county,  and  now 
in  active  and  regular  practice.  These  are  eighty-two  in  num- 
ber, and  the  list  may  be  compared  with  that  made  by  Mr. 
Henderson  in  1840,  before  referred  to. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  first  term  of  the  courts 
of  Washington  County  was  held  on  October  2,  1781;  and 
about  the  first  thing  done  at  that  term  was  to  admit  the 
three  attorneys  who  start  off  the  following  roll: 

1781. 

Hugh  M.  Brackenridge,'  October.  Samuel  Irwin,  October. 

David  Sample,  October. 

'  This  Hugh  M.  Brackenridge  was  the  Hugh  H.  Bracken- 
ridge  of  a  few  years  later.  Just  when  or  why  bis  name  was 
changed,  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  is  not  known.  He  was  born 
at  Campbellton,  Scotland,  in  1748;  came  with  his  father  to 
Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of  five;  graduated  in  Princeton  Col- 
lege in  1771,  and  was  master  of  an  academy  in  Maryland  when 
the  Revolution  broke  out;  removed  to  Philadelphia,  studied 
divinity,  and  became  a  chaplain  in  the  army;  settled  at  Pitts- 
burg in  1781;  in  1786  was  sent  to  the  legislature  to  have  Alle- 
gheny County  erected,  which  was  accomplished  in  1788;  was 
made  a  judge  in  1789;  and  from  1799  until  his  death  at  Car- 
lisle,  June  25,   1816,   he    was   a   justice  of    the  Supreme  Court 
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1782. 
Thomas  Smith,'  January.  George  Thompson,  December. 

David  Espy,  January.  Thomas  Duncan,  December. 

David  Bradford,^  April.  David  Eedick,^  December. 

Robert  Galbraith,  April.  Michael  Huffnagle,  December. 

of  the  state.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  Whiskey  Insur- 
rection, and  published  "Incidents  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection," 
" Brackenridge's  Law  Miscellanies,"  and  "Modern  Chivalry." 

'  This  Thomas  Smith,  the  writer  of  an  interesting  letter  re- 
porting the  proceedings  of  Dr.  John  Connolly  in  the  Boun- 
dary Controversy  (see  4  Penn.  Archives,  618),  was  the  brother 
of  Dr.  William  Smith,  provost  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia, 
now  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land. Thomas  was  early  a  settler  at  Bedford.  In  1775  he  was 
appointed  colonel  of  militia,  and  the  next  year  was  a  member 
of  the  convention  at  Philadelphia  which  formed  our  first  con- 
stitution. From  1790  to  1794  he  was  president  judge  of  the 
district  comprising  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Bedford,  and  Franklin 
counties,  and  was  a  justice  of  our  Supreme  Court  from  1794  to 
1809,  when  he  died. 

He  practiced  at  the  bar  of  Westmoreland  at  the  time  of  his 
admission  in  our  county.  In  the  account  of  the  burning  of  Hau- 
nastown,  near  Greensburg,  by  the  Indians,  on  July  13,  1782, 
published  in  the  Greensburg  Argus  in  1836,  and  written  by 
Judge  Coulter,  it  is  said:  "Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  afterwards 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  brought  quarterly  from 
the  East  the  most  abstruse  learning  of  the  profession  to  puzzle 
the  backwoods  lawyers."  Admitted  to  our  bar  at  its  second 
term,  he  was  the  attorney  of  General  Washington  in  his  eject- 
ment suit  for  his  lands  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  For  more 
about  him,  see  Crumrine's  History,  173  et  seq. 

^  David  Bradford  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  had  not 
been  long  in  the  county  when  admitted.  In  1783  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  attorney-general  for  the  county,  and  held  that 
office  for  a  long  time.  He  is  chiefly  noted  for  the  prominent 
part  he  took  in  the  Whiskey  Insurrection,  having  been  the 
head  and  front  of  that  offending.  The  amnesty  proclamation 
issued  by  the   government   included  finally  all  the   insurrection- 
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1783. 
John  Woods,  December. 

1784. 
James  Eoss." 

ists  save  him;  he  then  fled  to  Bayou  Sara,  in  Louisiana  Terri- 
tory, where  he  died.  He  built  the  limestone  house  now  occupied 
by  Mr.  P.  J.  Finn,  on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street,  a  few  doors 
north  of  Maiden,  said  to  have  been  the  first  stone  house  built 
in  Washington.  One  of  his  descendants  became  the  wife  of  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  of  the  late  Southern  Confederacy. 

^  David  Redick  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  His  wife  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Iloge,  the  brother  of  David  Hoge,  the  proprie- 
tor of  Washington.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  in  1786,  and  was  chosen  vice-president  thereof 
in  1788;  represented  Washington  County  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1790,  and  in  1791  was  appointed  prothonotary 
of  Washington  County.  In  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  he  also 
took  a  prominent  part,  but  on  the  side  of  law  and  order,  being 
one  of  the  commissioners,  Mr.  Findley  the  other,  to  wait  upon 
President  Washington  when  at  Carlisle  with  the  army,  and  to 
explain  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  western  counties.  He 
died  at  Washington,  September  28,  1805.  A  daughter  was  the 
first  wife  of  Dr.  James  Stevens,  deceased. 

'  No  minute  is  found  of  the  admission  of  Hon.  James  Ross 
to  our  courts;  but  the  records  of  Fayette  County  show  that  he 
was  admitted  in  the  courts  of  that  county  in  December,  1784, 
which  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  was  admitted  here  about 
that  year. 

Mr.  Ross  was  born  July  12,  1762,  the  son  of  Hon.  George 
Ross,  of  York  County.  Following  Dr.  McMillan  from  the  place 
of  the  latter's  nativity,  he  taught  in  McMillan's  school  for  the 
ministry  in  the  Log  Cabin  for  a  while,  then  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  H.  H.  Brackenridge  he  began  the  study  of  law.  In 
1790  he  was  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  that  year,  and 
was  United  States  senator  in  1794-1803.  On  August  8,  1794, 
with  Jasper  Yeates  and  William  Bradford,  he  was  appointed 
on  the  commission  to   "confer  with  such  bodies  of  individuals 
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1786. 
James  Carson,  June. 

1787. 
Alexander  Addison/  March. 

1788. 
George  Vallandigham,  April, 

1789. 
John  Young,  June.  Daniel  St.  Clair,  September. 

1790. 
Henry  Purviance,^  March.         John  Ealph,  March. 

1791. 
Thomas  Scott,''  September.        Steel  Sample,  September. 

as  you  may  approve  concerning  the  commotions  "  then  existing 
during  the  Whiskey  Insurrection.  He  died  at  Allegheny  City, 
Pennsylvania,  November  27,  1847,  leaving  children  of  deceased 
daughters,  and  one  son,  James  Ross,  Jr.,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Allegheny  County,  but  never  practiced.  He  has  died  also, 
and  unmarried.  During  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  Hon.  James 
Ross  lived  in  Washington.  See  Brackenridge's  Hist.  Whisk.  Ins., 
70,  174.     See  portrait. 

'  Our  first  president  judge  under  the  constitution  of  1790. 
See  silhouette  and  sketch,  aute,  p.  39. 

^Deputy  attorney-general,  1795-96. 

^  This  Thomas  Scott  had  much  to  do  with  making  the  history 
of  western  Pennsylvania,  perhaps  more  than  any  of  our  pioneers. 
He  was  born  in  Chester  County,  but  lived  in  Lancaster  County 
until  1770,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  and  settled  on 
Dunlap's  Creek,  in  what  was  then  Bedford,  now  Fayette  County. 
In  1773,  when  Westmoreland  County  was  created,  he  was  made  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  an  influential  Pennsylvanian  in  the 
boundary  controversy  with  Virginia.  See  Crumrine's  History, 
163-224.    He  was  a  member  of  the  state  convention  which  formed 
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1792. 

Hiigh  Eoss,  September.  Joseph  Pentecost,'  September. 

David  McKeehan,  December. 

the  first  Pennsylvania  constitution  of  1776,  and  the  next  year  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council.  Upon  the 
organization  of  Washington  County  in  1781,  he  was  appointed  the 
prothonotary  and  clerk  of  that  county,  and  he  then  removed  to 
Washington.  In  1787  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  convention 
ratifying  the  first  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  in  178S 
he  was  a  member  of  the  first  Congress  under  that  Constitution. 
In  1792,  the  next  year  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Third  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
He  died  on  March  2,  1796,  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age, 
leaving  a  widow  (maiden  name  unknown),  three  sons,  and  eight 
daughters.  One  son,  Alexander,  succeeded  him  in  Congress.  One 
daughter,  Agnes,  married  Samuel  McKinley,  and  became  the  grand- 
mother of  Alex.  McKinley,  the  father  of  F.  B.  McKinley,  the 
jeweler,  of  Washington;  another,  Elizabeth,  married  Alex.  Cun- 
ningham, and  became  the  mother  of  Samuel  Cunningham,  the 
cashier  of  the  old  Franklin  Bank,  afterwards  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Washington;  Jean,  another,  married  David  Hoge,  a  son 
of  David  Hoge,  the  proprietor  of  Washington;  and  Mary,  another, 
married  Joseph  Pentecost,  admitted  to  the  Washington  bar  in 
1792.  The  will  of  Thomas  Scott,  in  his  own  handwriting,  is  filed 
in  our  register's  office,  and  is  recorded  in  Will  Book  1,  page  283. 
A  volume  could  be  made  of  the  recorded  incidents  of  the  life  of 
Thomas  Scott. 

'  Mr.  Pentecost  was  the  eldest  son  of  Colonel  Dorsey  Pentecost, 
our  second  president  judge  under  the  constitution  of  1776; 
ante,  p.  36.  His  wife  was  Harriett  Stewart,  daughter  of  Galbraith 
Stewart,  Esq.,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Jannie  (Stewart)  Acheson, 
the  wife  of  Hon.  E.  F.  Acheson,  of  Washington. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Pentecost  built  the  brick 
house  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  McClelland  Brothers,  part  of 
the  old  Dorsey  Pentecost  estate  in  North  Strabane  township.  As 
a  lawyer  in  Washington,  it  is  said  he  occupied  and  perhaps  owned 
the  large  two-story  brick  dwelling  on  the  north  side  of  East  Beau 
Street,  a  short  distance  from  Main,  now  one  of  the  properties  of 
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1793. 
George  Armstrong,  June. 

1794. 

Arthur  St.  Clair,  September.  Henry  Woods,  September. 

Parker  Campbell,'  December. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Smith.  He  died  on  March  29,  1823,  leaving  a  son, 
George  Pentecost,  who  died  at  West  Middletown,  in  Washington 
County,  on  April  19,  1885;  two  other  sons,  Dorsey  B.  and  James 
Ross  Pentecost,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1823,  both  now  deceased, 
without  known  descendants;  and  at  least  four  daughters:  Sarah 
Ann  and  Elizabeth,  who  were  married,  and  Mary  and  Catharine, 
who  died  unmarried. 

George  Pentecost  had  three  children  ;  one  died  in  infancy; 
Joseph  H.  died  on  March  26,  1865,  of  wounds  received  March 
25th,  in  an  assault  upon  Fort  Steadman,  near  Petersburg,  Virginia, 
being  then  Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding  the  One  Hundredth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  known  as  the  "Roundheads";  Clarissa, 
wife  of  Rev.  W.  S.  Eagleson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  and  Thomas 
McCall  Pentecost,  residing  at  West  Middletown,  the  only  repre- 
sentative of  old  Colonel  Dorsey  Pentecost  living  in  Washington 
County. 

'  Parker  Campbell  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  distinguished 
lawyer  of  his  day,  the  old  records  of  this  and  adjoining  counties 
showing  that  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  trial  of  most  of 
the  important  causes  instituted.  He  was  born  in  Carlisle  in  1768, 
and  married  Elizabeth  Calhoun,  of  Chambersburg.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Nancy,  who  married  Samuel  Lyon;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  first  William  Chambers,  then  the  late  Mr.  John  S.  Brady, 
whose  portrait  is  given  in  this  volume ;  Ellen,  who  married  John 
Ritchie;  and  three  sons,  Francis  C,  John,  and  Parker,  born  in 
1815,  and  lately  died  at  Richmond,  Virginia.  Mr.  Campbell  died 
in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on  July  26,  1824.  In  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  bar  meeting,  held  immediately  after  his  death,  he 
is  described  as  the  "lamented  advocate,  the  chief  leader  for 
many  years  of  this  bar."  See  portrait.  The  peculiar  original 
of  the  photograph  from  which  our  half-tone  was  made  bears  a 
striking  resemblance  to  other  portraits  said  to  have  been  made  by 
a  Mrs.  Best,  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century. 
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1795. 
Thomas  Collins,  March.      George  Henry  Keppele,  September. 
James  Morrison,  September. 

1796. 
James  Allison,  January.      Joseph  Shannon,  July. 
John  Simonson,'  January.  James  Montgomery,  October. 
Thomas  Creigh,  July.  Thomas  Hadden,  October. 

Samuel  Sidney  Mahon,  October. 

1797. 
Thomas  Nesbit,  July.  John  Lyon,  October. 

Thomas  Bailey,  July.  Eobert  Whitehill,  October. 

1798. 
John  Cloyd,  August.  Thomas  Johnston,  November. 

Thomas  Mason,  August.       Cunningham  Semple,  November. 
Jas.  Ashbrook,^  November.    William  Ayers,  November. 

1799. 
George  Heyl,  May.  Eobert  Callender,  August. 

John  Kennedy,  August. 

1800. 
Isaac  Kerr,  August. 

1801. 
Eobert  Moore,  August.  Obadiah  Jennings,*  November. 

John  Gilmore,'  August.         James  Mountain,^  November. 

'  Died  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  December  2,  1809,  aged  36  years. 

^  See  portrait.  Mr.  Ashbrook's  wife  was  Lucy,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Dorsey  Pentecost  and  sister  of  Mr.  Joseph  Pentecost,  supra. 

^  The  father  of  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Gilmore,  president  judge,  ante, 
p.  55. 

*  Obadiah  Jennings  was  born  near  Baskenridge,  New  Jersey, 
December  13,  1778.     Educated  at  the  Canonsburg  Academy,  he 
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1802. 
Alexander  William  Foster,  Sampson  Smith  King, 

February.  February. 

studied  law  with  John  Simonson,  who  was  also  from  New  Jersey. 
He  settled  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  where  he  practiced  until  1811, 
when  he  returned  to  Washington.  Turning  his  attention  to 
theology,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  presbytery  of  Ohio  in 
1816.  A  short  time  before  his  death,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  on 
January  12,  1832,  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  D.  That  degree  meant  something 
in  those  days. 

*  On  page  97,  Appearance  Docket  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Wash- 
ington County,  is  the  record  of  the  "Declaration  of  Intention," 
on  November  7,  1801,  before  the  Hon.  Jasper  Yeates  and  Hon. 
Thomas  Smith,  judges  of  the  said  court,  of  John  Keady,  "formerly 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,"  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  the  following  entry: 

"At  same  Court,  before  the  Judges  above  mentioned,  on 
the  petition  of  James  Mountain,  a  Native  of  Ireland,  but  now  of 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  :  That  the  Petitioner,  at 
a  Supreme  Court  sitting  at  Nisi  Prius  at  Washington,  aforesaid, 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  did  Declare  his  Intention  to  become  a 
Citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  an  Act  of  Congress 
entitled  An  Act  to  Establish  an  uniform  Rule  of  Naturalization, 
and  to  repeal  the  Act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject;  That  the 
Petitioner  has  resided  within  the  United  States  five  years  at  least, 
and  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  one  year  at  least,  and  that 
he  wishes  to  become  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  there- 
fore prays  that  on  his  complying  with  the  requisites  prescribed  by 
law,  he  may  be  permitted  to  become  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States. 

"  James  Mountain,  the  foregoing  Petitioner,  being  duly  sworn 
according  to  law,  declareth  and  saith  that  the  facts  contained  in 
the  foregoing  Petition  are  true. 

"Sworn  in  open  Court,  Nov'r  7th,  1801. 

"  James  Mountain,  the  foregoing  Petitioner,  being  duly  Sworn 
according  to  law,  on  his  oath  further  declareth  that  he  doth  abso- 
lutely and  intirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity 
to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  or  sovereignty  whatsoever,  and 
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1803. 
Isaac  Meason,  Jr.,  August.         Jonathan  Redick,  November. 

1805. 
Elias  E.  Ellmaker,  February.     John  Purviance,  Jr.,  February. 
Hill  Eunyau,  February.  Joseph  Douglass,  August. 

John  Porter,  August. 

1806. 
George  Paull,  May.  James  Taylor,  September. 

particularly  to  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  whose  subject  he  heretofore  was,  and  that  he  will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

"Sworn  in  open  Court,  Nov'r  7th  1801. 

"Joseph  Pentecost,  Esquire,  of  the  Town  of  Washington, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  his  Oath  declareth  that  he 
hath  been  well  acquainted  with  James  Mountain,  the  foregoing 
Petitioner,  for  the  space  of  five  years  now  last  past  and  upwards, 
during  all  which  time  the  said  James  Mountain  hath  to  this 
deponent's  knowledge  behaved  as  a  man  of  Good  Moral  Character, 
attached  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  well  dis- 
posed to  the  Good  Order  and  Happiness  of  the  same. 

"  Sworn  in  open  Court,  Nov'r  7th  1801. 

"Exit  Abstract  to  Secr'y  of  State  of  the  United  States,  27th 
Nov'r  1801,  per  post." 

A  like  record  follows  of  the  naturalization  ou  the  same  day  of 
Robert  Hamilton,  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  then  of  Washington, 
vouched  for  by  Hugh  Wilson,  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Mountain  forty  years  ago  was  still  talked  about  among 
the  older  lawyers  in  the  presence  of  the  younger,  as  a  most  bril- 
liant man,  distinguished  for  his  wit  and  humor  and  eloquence,  a 
typical  Irishman.  No  one  can  now  be  found  who  can  verify  in 
detail  the  many  incidents  of  his  life  that  were  once  recalled.  "  How 
soon  are  we  all  forgot!  "  It  appears  from  an  advertisement  in  the 
"Western  Telegraph"  of  June,  1796,  that  he  was  then  teaching 
in  the  Canonsburg  Academy,  and  was  possessed  of  very  high 
classical  attainments.  After  his  admission  here  he  went  to  Pitts- 
burg to  practice,  and  there  died. 
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1807. 
Thomas  McGiffin,'  February. 
John  Marshel,^  October.  John  McDonald,  December. 

'  Thomas  McGriffin  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  McGifBn,  a 
Scotch -Irishman  who  came  to  America  before  the  Revolution;  he 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  in  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine  and  at  Trenton,  suffered  at  Valley  Forge,  and  settled  on 
Ten  Mile  Creek  about  1781  or  1782. 

The  son  Thomas  was  born  January  1,  1784;  educated  at 
Canonsburg  Academy;  studied  law  with  Mr.  Parker  Campbell,  and 
was  admitted  as  above.  The  same  year  he  went  to  Vincennes, 
Indiana,  where  he  began  practice,  and  soon  after  removed  to  and 
remained  a  short  time  at  St.  Louis.  In  1809,  having  returned  to 
Washington,  he  continued  in  active  practice  here  all  his  life. 

During  his  professional  life  he  was  at  the  same  time  much 
engaged  in  outside  business  enterprises,  among  others,  with  Mr. 
Parker  Campbell  and  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird,  in  the  building  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  National  Road  through  Washington  County. 
He  was  also  deeply  interested  in  politics;  was  personally  intimate 
with  Henry  Clay  and  William  H.  Crawford,  as  well  as  with  many 
others  of  the  leading  men  of  that  day;  represented  the  county  in 
the  legislature  of  1836.  He  died  February  5,  1841,  in  his  house 
on  West  Maiden  Street,  now  occupied  by  the  family  of  Mr.  John 
Baird.     There  is  no  known  portrait  of  him. 

Mr.  McGiffin  left  children:  Maria,  married  Thomas  Boyd, 
Fayette  County;  Nathaniel,  Mount  Vernon,  Knox  County,  Ohio; 
Julia,  now  deceased,  married  Rev.  William  Hamilton;  Margaret, 
married  Rev.  C.  Mcllvaine,  Peoria,  Illinois;  Thomas,  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Washington  County  in  February,  1841,  never  prac- 
ticed, and  died  near  Fairfield,  Iowa;  George  Wallace,  graduated 
at  Washington  College  in  1841,  studied  law,  but  never  practiced, 
died  in  1858;  Colonel  Norton  McGiffin,  born  January  23,  1824, 
graduated  at  Washington  College  in  1841,  studied  law  a  while 
afterward,  but  went  to  the  Mexican  War;  returning,  he  was  sheriff 
of  Washington  County,  1858-1861.  In  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
he  served  as  captain  of  Company  E,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, three  months'  service,  the  first  company  that  left  the 
county;  afterward  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  in  the  three  years'  service;  he  represented 
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1808. 
William  Wilkins,  March.  John  Tarr,  October. 

Thomas  H.  Baird,'  July.  John  Shannon,  October. 

Charles  Wilkins,  July.  John  White,  October. 

Morgan  Neville,  December. 

the  county  in  the  House  of  Representatives  from  1880  to  1882,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1882  removed  with  his  family  to  Ida  Grove,  Ida 
County,  Iowa;  having  returned,  he  now  lives  on  East  Maiden 
Street,  Washington. 

One  of  the  sons  of  Colonel  Norton  McGiffin  was  Mr.  James 
Q.  McGifBn,  who  was  born  in  Arawell  township  on  September 
21,  1856;  was  a  student  at  Washington  College  till  a  Sophomore; 
studied  law  with  Mr.  John  W.  Donnan,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Washington  bar  in  June,  1882.  He  was  the  solicitor  for  the 
county  from  January,  1897,  until  his  death  on  February  4, 
1899.  See  his  portrait.  Another  son  was  Philo  Norton  McGiffin, 
born  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on  December  13,  1860; 
studied  at  Washington  College;  graduated  at  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  for  active  duty  he 
entered  the  naval  service  of  China,  and  was  commander  of  the 
Chinese  battle-ship  Chen  Yuen,  in  the  war  between  China  and 
Japan,  and  in  the  great  naval  engagement  of  the  Yalu,  on  Sep- 
tember 17,  1894,  he  was  so  seriously  wounded  that  he  never 
recovered  his  strength,  dying  from  the  effects  of  his  wounds  on 
Febi'uary  11,  1897.  Other  sons  are  Thomas,  now  in  Honolulu, 
and  Nathaniel,  a  Presbyterian  minister  at  North  East,  Pennsyl- 
vania. A  daughter,  Sallie,  is  the  widow  of  Mr.  George  W.  Hen- 
shaw,  deceased,  and  resides  with  her  father. 

^  John  Marshel  was  the  son  of  Colonel  James  Marshel,  the 
county  lieutenant  in  the  early  years  of  the  county's  history,  and 
is  well  remembered  as  the  cashier  of  the  old  Franklin  Bank  of 
Washington.    He  never  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  profession. 

'  This  was  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird  who  succeeded  Hon. 
Samuel  Roberts  as  president  judge.  See  portrait.  For  a  sketch 
of  his  life,  see  ante,  p.  51. 
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1810. 
Richard  Carr  Lane,  July.  Joseph  Weigley,  October. 

John  H.  Chapline,  July.  David  Redick,  December. 

Jesse  Edgington,  October.         Thomas  Irwin,  December. 

1811. 
Philip  Doddridge,"  July.  Andrew  Buchanan,^  July. 

1812. 

William  Baird,''  June.  Joseph  P.  Beckett,  December. 

Walter  Forward,  December. 

'  This  was  the  celebrated  Wellsburg  lawyer  who  practiced 
much  in  our  courts.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Doddridge,  who 
settled  near  Middletown  in  1773.  A  brother  of  Philip  was  Dr. 
Joseph  Doddridge,  author  of  "Notes  on  the  Early  Settlements, 
etc.,"  written  in  1824.  Philip  died  a  member  of  Congress,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  November  19,  1832. 

^Andrew  Buchanan  was  the  father  of  Mr.  J.  A.  J.  Buchanan, 
now  of  the  Waynesburg  bar. 

^William  Baird,  son  of  Dr. .  Absalom  Baird,  was  born  on 
July  24,  1789;  graduated  at  Washington  College  in  1808,  in  the 
first  class  graduating  at  that  institution,  which  contained  four 
members,  to  wit:  Alexander  A.  Anderson  of  the  Mifflin  County 
bar;  William  Baird;  Dr.  Alexander  Blair,  Surgeon  in  the  United 
States  Army,  1810-1812;  and  Rev.  Michael  Law,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  and  a  missionary  to  India. 

Mr.  Baird  studied  law  with  his  brother,  Hon.  Thomas  H. 
Baird,  president  judge,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Washington 
bar  on  June  18,  1812;  was  deputy  attorney-general  1816-1823; 
trustee  of  Washington  College,  and  died  at  Washington,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  October  11,  1834.  His  wife  was  Nancy,  daughter  of 
Dr.  John  Mitchell,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  April  1,  1822. 
On  his  death  he  left  to  survive  him:  Susan,  died  unmarried; 
General  Absalom  Baird,  United  States  Regular  Army,  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  with  General  Sherman  on  his  March  to 
the  Sea,  but  now  retired  and  residing  at  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  William  Baird,  admitted  to  the  Washington 
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1813. 

John  C.  Wright,  March.  David  Jennings,  June. 

Thomas  Morgan,  March.  Thomas  Cunningham,  June. 

1814. 

T.  McK.,T.  McKennan,'  October.    H.  H.  Brackenridge,  October. 

Samuel  Lyon,  October. 

bar  in  1849,  now  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia;  Jane,  now  widow  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Jacobs, 
ex-governor  of  West  Virginia,  residing  at  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia;  Catharine,  married  William  Jacobs,  of  Kentucky;  and 
Maria,  died  unmarried.  See  portrait  of  William  Baird.  For 
sketch  of  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird,  see  ante,  p.  51. 

'  Rev.  William  McKennan,  of  Scotch  lineage,  emigrated  from 
the  north  of  Ireland;  married  Miss  Wilson,  Winchester,  Virginia; 
was  long  pastor  of  White  Clay  Creek  congregation,  Delaware, 
and  for  a  part  of  the  time  he  was  also  in  charge  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Wilmington,  dying  in  1809,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-four. 

His  son,  William  McKennan,  was  born  in  Delaware  in  1758; 
in  June,  1776,  he  entered  the  "Flying  Camp"  regiment  as  second 
lieutenant;  on  April  5,  1777,  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
in  a  Delaware  regiment  of  foot,  and  served  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  participating  in  the  service  which  compelled  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown;  and  being  mustered  out 
as  captain,  served  afterward  as  colonel  of  militia.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Thompson,  whose  father,  John  Thompson,  married 
Dorothea,  only  sister  of  Governor  Thomas  McKean.  In  1797 
Colonel  William  McKennan  removed  to  Charlestown,  now  Wells- 
burg,  West  Virginia;  and  upon  the  election  of  Thomas  McKean 
as  governor,  he  removed  to  Washington  County,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 11,  1803,  was  appointed  prothonotary  and  clerk,  serving 
to  the  end  of  Governor  McKean's  term.  He  died  January  14,  1810, 
from  the  effects  of  a  wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Germantown 
October  4,  1777.  His  wife  survived  him  till  1839.  Their  chil- 
dren were  William,  John  Thompson,  Thomas  McKean  Thomp- 
son, David,  James  Wilson,  and  Anne. 

Thomas  McK.  T.  McKennan  (see  portrait)  was  born  in  New 
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1815. 
J.  Philpot  C.  Sampson,  June.       Henry  Baldwin,  June. 

1816. 
Nathaniel  Ewing,'  June.  Samuel  Stokely,  September. 

1817. 
James  L.  Bowman,  January.         Alexander  Caldwell,  June. 
Charles  Shaler,  March.  John  M.  Goodenow,  June. 

John  S.  Brady,^  June. 

Castle  County,  Delaware,  March  31,  1794;  graduated  at  Wash- 
ington College  in  1810;  married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bow- 
man, of  Brownsville,  in  1815;  was  deputy  attorney-general  for 
Washington  County  1815-16;  member  of  the  United  States  House 
of  Eepreseutatlves  from  1831  to  1839,  and  from  May,  1842,  to 
March,  1843;  and  was  for  a  short  time  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
during  President  Fillmore's  administration.  He  died  July  9,  1852. 
His  children  were  as  follows: 

(1)  Hon.  William  McKennan,  born  September  27, 1816;  gradu- 
ated at  Washington  College  in  1833;  studied  law  with  his  father, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1837;  was  deputy  attorney-general 
for  the  county  1837-1839;  a  member  of  the  fruitless  Peace  Con- 
ference at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  in  1861;  and  was 
appointed  by  President  Grant  United  States  Circuit  Judge  for 
the  Third  Circuit  in  1869,  which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  residing  at  Washington,  on  October  27, 1893.  See  portrait. 
(2)  Jacob  Bowman  McKennan,  of  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania,  born 
December  28,  1818,  died  January  3,  1879.  (3)  Thomas  McKen- 
nan, M.  D.,  born  May  21,  1825;  graduated  at  Washington  Col- 
lege in  1842;  was  long  a  trustee  of  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College,  and  of  Washington  Female  Seminary,  and  died  at  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  on  August  8,  1895.  (4)  John  T.  McKen- 
nan, druggist,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  died  June  29,  1889. 
(5)    Anne  McKennan,  died  unmarried  on  May  22, 1895. 

'President  judge  1838-1848.  See  portrait  and  sketch,  ante, 
p.  53. 

^  John  Spear  Brady  was  the  son  of  James  Brady  of  Greens- 
burg,  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  1794. 
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Buried  in  the  St.  Clair  Cemetery,  at  Greensburg,  is  a  James  Brady, 
wbo  died  May  2,  1829,  at  the  age  of  76.  This  was  doubtless  the 
father  of  our  Mr.  Brady. 

Mr.  Brady  was  sent  by  his  parents  to  Washington  College  to 
be  educated,  graduating  in  1813,  in  the  fifth  class  ever  graduated 
from  that  institution.  After  his  graduation  he  entered  as  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  the  distinguished  lawyer,  Parker  Campbell, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1817.  Upon  his  admission 
he  was  taken  into  a  partnership  by  Mr.  Campbell,  which  con- 
tinued until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1824,  and  about  that  time 
he  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Campbell  and  the 
widow  of  Mr.  William  Chambers,  who  belonged  to  the  distin- 
guished family  of  that  name  at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania. 
She  is  said  to  have  been  a  most  beautiful  and  accomplished  young 
woman,  but  died  on  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  which  also  died. 
Mr.  Brady  never  remarried. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Brady  continued  in  the 
practice  alone,  having  no  taste  for  politics  or  public  office,  until 
some  time  prior  to  1860,  when  he  retired  from  active  practice  and 
became  interested  extensively  in  wool-growing,  purchasing  for 
that  purpose  several  farms,  one  in  sight  of  Washington  to  the 
east,  through  which  passes  "Brady's  Tunnel "  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad;  one  in  Greene  County,  near  the  Washington 
County  line;  and  another  in  Wetzell  County,  West  Virginia.  He 
owned  lands  in  Butler  and  Indiana  counties,  also,  and  at  his 
death  at  Greensburg  on  November  11,  1867,  of  paralysis,  he  was 
quite  a  wealthy  man.  He  was  buried  beside  his  wife,  in  the  same 
lot  with  Mr.  Campbell,  in  the  Washington  Cemetery,  He  left 
two  sisters,  Hannah  and  Jane  Welty,  of  Greensburg,  and  a 
brother,  Hugh  Y.  Brady,  who  died  at  Greensburg  on  November 
■i,  1868,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Brady's  strong  characteristic  was  his  genialty  and  his  fond- 
ness for  his  friends.  In  his  later  years  he  would  note  that  his 
happiest  days  were  when  his  friend  United  States  Marshal  Alex- 
ander Murdoch  would  summon  him  to  perform  jury  duty  in  the 
United  States  courts  at  Erie  and  Williamsport.  His  will,  dated 
September  25,  1865,  admitted  to  probate  on  November  1-t,  1867, 
and  recorded  in  Will  Book  No.  9,  page  278,  remembered  his 
friends  of  the  Washington  bar  with  many  handsome  legacies,  and, 
amongst  others  was  a  bequest  to  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson   (1853) 
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1818. 
Alexander  Brackenridge,  March.  John  Hoge  Ewing,'  June. 
William  Waugh,  June.  Walter  B.  Beebee,  December. 

Henry  M.  Campbell,  June.  James  S.  Craft,  December. 

Harmar  Denny,  December. 

1819. 

Hiram  Heaton,  March.  Asa  Andrews,  June. 

William  Harvey,  March.  Ephraim  Eoote,  September. 

John  Dawson,  June.  Samuel  H.  Fitzhugh,  September, 

Stephen  D.  Walker,  June.  James  Shannon,  December. 

1820. 
Isaiah  Winge,  September.         Alexander  Addison,^  December. 
John  M.  Austin,  October.  John  S.  Garrett,  December. 

1821. 
Jacob  B.  Miller,  March.  James  Piper,  March. 

William  G.  Hawkins,  March.        Thomas  Gibbs  Morgan,  June. 

of  such  portion  of  his  law  library  as  his  executors  might  select, 
"in  trust  as  the  nucleus  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  court  and 
the  contributors  thereto,"  which  was  the  beginning  of  our  present 
court  library;  with  a  provision  directing  his  executors  to  purchase 
a  gold-headed  cane,  with  a  suitable  inscription,  "for  each  of  my 
friends,  John  L.  Gow,  A.  W.  Acheson,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph 
Henderson,  David  S.  Wilson,"  members  of  the  bar,  and  John  H. 
Ewing,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  Sobieski  Brady,  of 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  The  executors  of  his  will  were  Hon. 
William  McKennan,  admitted  in  1837,  now  deceased,  and  Hon. 
Alexander  Murdoch,  admitted  in  1843,  still  living.  See  portrait 
of  Mr.  Brady. 

'A  brother  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  Ewing,  president  judge  1838- 
1848,  ante,  p.  53,  but  never  practiced. 

^Son  of  Alexander  Addison,  president  judge,  as  to  whom,  see 
ante,  p.  39. 
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1822. 
Samuel  Evans,  March.  Joshua  Seney,  June. 

John  H.  Waugh,  November. 

1823. 
A.  S.  Mountain,  March.  Dorsey  B.  Pentecost,'  July. 

Jonathan  B.  Smith,  March.       John  C.  Campbell,  November. 
William  H.  Brown,  June.  Eoswell  Marsh,  November. 

John  H.  Hopkins,  June.  James  E.  Pentecost,' November. 

Thomas  Ustice  White,  December. 

1824. 
James  C.  Simonson,  February.  James  Todd,  June. 
Eichard  Biddle,  March.  George  Watson,  June. 

Thomas  L.  Eodgers,  June.         W.  W.  Fetterman,  November. 
Charles  H.  Israel,  November. 

1825. 
William  W.  King,  January.       James  W.  McKennan,  June. 
John  Louden  Gow,^  January.     H.  B.  Tomlinson,  December. 
Eichard  Bard. 
'  Sons  of  Joseph  Pentecost,  1792. 

^  Mr.  Gow  (see  portrait)  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hallowell, 
Maine,  September  28,  1797.  His  father,  James,  was  a  Scotsman 
from  Glasgow;  his  mother,  Lucy  Gilman,  of  Puritan  stock.  His 
education  was  mostly  obtained  in  the  Hallowell  Academy,  but  at 
an  early  age  he  went  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  thence  to  Freder- 
icksburg, Virginia,  where  he  supported  himself  by  teaching  while 
he  studied  the  law  and  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  Fredericksburg 
bar.  Soon  he  removed  to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
several  years  was  an  assistant  editor  of  the  National  Journal,  a  Whig 
paper  owned  by  Peter  Force.  He  came  to  Washington,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1824,  and  the  next  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this 
county.  Soon  afterwards,  attention  being  attracted  to  his  special 
fitness,  he  was  put  in  charge  of  an  English  department  in  Wash- 
ington College,  so  continuing  for  several  years,  when  he  thence- 
forward devoted  himself  almost  exclusively  to  the  law.  Full  of 
the  New  England  ideas  upon  the  subject  of  common-school  educa- 
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1826. 

Alexander  Wilson/  June.         Isaac  Leet,^  June. 

Charles  Coleman,  June. 

tion,  when  the  present  Pennsylvania  system  was  proposed  he 
became  its  earnest  advocate,  and  when  finally  adopted  in  1854  he 
was  chosen  and  served  as  the  first  superintendent  of  common 
schools  for  Washington  County,  and  during  his  whole  life  his  influ- 
ence was  a  strong  one  in  the  cause  of  popular  education.  His  prac- 
tice at  the  bar  continued,  however,  first  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
King,  then  with  Thomas  McGifiin,  afterwards  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Alexander  Murdoch;  and  when  he  died  he  had  been  in  the 
successful  practice  of  his  profession  for  over  forty  years.  On 
June  12,  1827,  he  married  Mary  H.,  daughter  of  Alexander  Mur- 
doch, Sr.,  by  whom  there  were  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  in 
1882  were  living  useful  lives,  widely  separated  from  each  other. 
He  died  August  17,  1866,  and  was  thereafter  represented  in  the 
profession  by  his  two  sons,  John  L.,  Jr.,  now  of  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington, and  George  L.,  now  or  late  of  Greenfield,  Iowa.  Two  sons 
were  editors,  Alexander  M.  and  James  M.  Gow.  A  daughter, 
Minnie,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  M.  C.  Acheson,  now  of  the  Pittsburg 
bar. 

'  Mr.  Wilson  was  a  son  of  John  and  Catharine  (Cunningham) 
Wilson,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  who  were  the  parents,  also, 
of  John  K.  Wilson,  Esq.,  the  father  of  Mr.D.  S.  Wilson,  admitted 
in  1849,  and  of  Marcus  Wilson,  the  father  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Wilson,  who  was  admitted  in  1853.  The  parents  of  John  Wilson, 
the  father  of  Alexander  Wilson  (1826),  were  Marcus  and  Martha 
(Campbell)  Wilson,  also  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania;  and  the 
parents  of  Catharine  C,  his  mother,  were  Nicholas  and  Mary 
(Henderson)  Cunningham. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on  June  5, 
1804;  graduated  at  Washington  College  in  1822;  studied  law  with 
Mr.  William  Baird,  brother  of  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird,  president 
judge,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1826,  as  stated  above;  prac- 
ticed at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  1826-1829,  and  at  Wheeling, 
Virginia,  from  1830  until  his  death,  unmarried,  at  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  on  January  2,  1846.     See  portrait. 

^  Isaac  Leet  was  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Moore)  Leet, 
and  was  born  on  the  farm  late  of  James  Farley,  near  the  old 
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1827. 
Edward  D.  Gazzam,  March.       Samuel  McFarland,  December. 

Washington  and  Pittshurg  Turnpike,  and  about  one  mile  north  of 
Washington,  Pennsylvania. 

Mary  Moore,  the  mother  of  Isaac  Leet,  was  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Henry  Moore,  a  physician,  who  came  from  Ireland  and  settled 
and  died  in  South  Franklin  township,  on  a  farm  about  three  miles 
south  of  Washington,  now  or  lately  owned  by  W.  W.  Moore,  a 
descendant.  She  was  a  sister  of  Daniel  Moore,  an  early  merchant 
of  Washington,  and  later  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  old-time 
stage-coach  lines  on  the  National  Road.  Jonathan  Leet,  the  father, 
was  a  brother  of  Major  Daniel  Leet,  as  to  whom,  see  Mr.  D.  S. 
Wilson  (1849),  post,  p.  288. 

Major  Daniel  Leet  and  Jonathan  Leet  were  sons  of  Isaac  and 
Rebecca  Leet,  pioneers,  who  died  in  Washington  County,  and  are 
buried  in  the  old  family  burial-place  on  the  Israel  Weirich  farm, 
about  one  mile  west  of  Washington.  This  Isaac  Leet  was  a  son  of 
Daniel  Leet,  who  died  in  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey,  in  1727; 
his  wife  was  Susanna,  probably  a  daughter  of  Marmaduke  Horse- 
man. And  Daniel  Leet,  last  named,  was  a  son  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Leet,  who  came  to  New  Jersey  from  Mansfield,  England, 
in  1686. 

Mr.  Isaac  Leet,  the  subject,  was  born  in  1801;  graduated  from 
Washington  College  in  1822;  studied  law  with  Hon.  T.  McK.  T. 
McKennan,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1826;  married  Margaret 
S.  Cooke,  daughter  of  John  Cooke  (the  pioneer)  and  his  wife  Miss 
Swearingen,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Swearingen;  was  county  treas- 
urer from  1826  to  1830;  deputy  attorney-general  from  1830  to 
1834;  state  senator  from  1834  to  1838;  representative  in  Congress 
from  1838  to  1840;  and  died,  after  a  short  illness,  on  June  10, 
1844.  A  notice  of  his  life  and  death,  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
bar,  was  published  in  the  Washington  Reporter  for  June  15,  1844. 
See  portrait. 

Daniel  Leet,  a  brother  of  Mr.  Leet,  was  admitted  to  the  Wash- 
ington bar  in  1839;  removed  to  the  West,  and  became  a  judge  at 
Sedalia,  Missouri,  dying  at  Denver,  Colorado,  about  one  year  ago, 
at  an  advanced  age. 

Mr.  Isaac  Leet's  children  were  :  Edmund,  Isaac,  Sarah  Jane 
(wife  of  O.    W.    Laugfit,  Wellsburg,  West   Virginia),  John  L., 
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1828. 
George  Selden,  June. 

1829. 
John  Glenn,  June.  Samuel  Creigh,  December. 

Benjamin  S.  Stewart,  June.  Ethelbert  P.  Oliphant,  December. 

1830. 
Samuel  Gormly,  June.  Griffith  J.  Withey,  July. 

Francis  C.  Campbell,  June.       George  W.Acheson,' December. 

1831. 
William  R.  McDonald,  June.       Joshua  B.  Howell,  June. 
Nathaniel  P.  Fetterman,  June.     Thomas  L.  Shields,  October. 
James  Watson,^  October. 

and  Mary  L.  All  are  now  dead  except  Mary  L.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Mr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  residing  at  "Locust  Hill,"  now  in  North 
Washington.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  son  of  Hugh  W. ,  who  was  a  son  of 
Hugh,  who  was  a  son  of  James  Wilson,  at  whose  "tavern,"  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Beau  streets,  the  courts  were 
held  for  part  of  the  time  after  the  first  court-house  was  burned  in 
1791,  until  the  second  was  builded  in  1794. 

'  Son  of  General  Thomas  Acheson,  who  was  a  brother  of  David 
Acheson,  the  father  of  Alexander  W.  (1832),  George  (1843),  and 
Marcus  W.  (1852). 

^  Mr.  Watson  was  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Miller)  Watson. 

John  Watson,  the  father,  was  a  son  of  James  and  Eliza 
(Sweeney)  Watson,  of  Cumberland  County.  •  Mrs.  Eliza  S.  Wat- 
son dying  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  about  1780,  her  husband, 
James,  came  west,  at  first  settled  in  Chartiers  township,  and  died 
about  1800,  when  his  son  John  removed  to  Canonsburg  and  estab- 
lished a  wagon-making,  repair,  and  blacksmith  shop,  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Pike  streets.  From  1809,  he  (John)  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  in  office  for  many  years,  and  was  burgess  of 
Canonsburg  from  1830  to  1834.  In  1814  he  was  a  member  of  the 
first  board  of   directors  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,    the   first 


282  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND   BAR. 

1832. 
Alexander  W.  Acheson/  Thomas  S.  Humrickhouse,  Oc- 

June.  tober. 

Charles  W.  Kelso,  October.        Samuel  Cleavinger,  October. 
David  Walker,  December. 

1833. 
Benjamin  Patton,  March. 

1834. 
James  Veech,  January.  Richard  H.  Lee,  January. 

Thomas  J.  Gass,  January.  Thomas  B.  Beall,  October. 

bank  established  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  first  board  of  directors  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, established  in  1836.     He  died  on  August  22,  1844. 

Mr.  James  Watson,  the  son  of  John,  was  born  at  Canonsburg 
in  1809;  graduated  at  Jefferson  College  in  1828;  studied  law  with 
Hon.  T.  McK.  T.  McKennan,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Washing- 
ton bar  in  October,  1831,  as  above  stated.  His  wife  was  Maria 
Woolbridge,  the  daughter  of  George  Morgan,  who  was  a  son  of 
Colonel  George  Morgan,  Indian  agent  under  the  United  States 
government  in  early  pioneer  times,  called  by  the  Indians  "Tam- 
anend,"  and  subsequently  the  proprietor  of  the  "  Morganza"  tract, 
below  Canonsburg.  Colonel  Morgan  died  at  Morganza  in  March, 
1810,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  having  first  come  to  the 
village  of  Pittsburg  in  1765. 

Mr.  Watson  died  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on  April  15, 
1875,  having  had  children  as  follows  in  the  order  of  birth:  Eliza- 
beth T.,  Washington,  Pennsylvania;  Mary  B.,  now  widow  of 
Dr.  Alexander  Reed,  deceased,  Washington,  Pennsylvania;  George 
M.,  died  unmarried;  Jane  Gilman,  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania; 
David  Thompson  Watson,  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  of  the 
Pittsburg  bar;  Annie  and  Laura,  who  died  in  infancy;  Matilda 
M.,  wife  of  Major  A.  G.  Happer,  Washington,  Pennsylvania; 
James,  New  York  City;  and  William  M.,  also  of  the  Pittsburg 
bar.     See  portrait. 

'  President  judge  1866-1876.  See  portrait;  and  for  sketch, 
see  ante,  p.  62. 
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1835. 
E.  F.  McConnauhey,  September.     William  Allison,  September. 

1836. 
David  Blair,  June. 

1837. 
William  McKennan,'  June.  Thomas  J.  Bigham,  August. 

1838. 
Daniel  Baldwin,  March.  T.  J.  Fox  Alden,  December. 

1839. 
Samuel  Frew,  April.  Daniel  Leet,^  May. 

Daniel  M.  Edgington,  April.      Joseph  Henderson,  May. 
J.  P.  Avery,  November. 

1840. 
Lewis  Koberts,  February.         Robert  H.  Koontz,'  August. 
Isaiah  Steen,  February.  Peter  F.  Ege,  August. 

Robert  Woods,  August.  Thomas  R.  Hazzard,*  November. 

'  See  portrait;  and  for  sketch  see  T.  McK.  T.  McKennan, 
ante,  pp.  274,  275. 

^  Brother  of  Isaac  Leet,  1826;   see  ante,  p.  279. 

'  Robert  Hamilton  Koontz  (see  portrait)  was  a  son  of  John 
H.  Koontz,  who  came  from  Lancaster  County  to  Washington 
about  1792.  He  was  born  June  16,  1818,  and  after  graduat- 
ing at  Washington  College  in  1836,  he  studied  the  law  with 
T.  McK.  T.  &  William  McKennan,  and  was  admitted  as  above. 
He  never  held  any  public  office  except  that  of  deputy  attorney- 
general  for  this  county,  the  last  by  appointment  under  the  old 
system,  from  February,  1848,  to  December,  1850.  Mr.  Koontz 
was  a  man  of  a  very  high  degree  of  culture,  literary  and  legal. 
Full  of  the  finest  quality  of  wit  and  humor,  life  to  him  was 
a  bright  spring  morning,  yet  he  was  a  laborious  student  and 
a  successful  lawyer.  He  was  always  the  person  called  upon 
for  an  address  on  public  occasions  in  his  day,  and  his  powers 
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of  oratory  in  such  efforts  were  not  more  effective  than  those 
he  exhibited  as  an  advocate  at  the  bar.  He  died  on  June  30,  1863, 
leaving  a  widow,  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  William  Hunter,  and  it 
is  thought  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  the  family  occu- 
pying the  residence  now  occupied  by  the  family  of  Mr.  John  Aiken, 
deceased,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  South  Main  Street,  below  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  railroad  station.  Soon  after  his  death  his  widow 
and  children  removed  from  Washington,  and  at  her  death,  on  No- 
vember 12,  1901,  Mrs.  Koontz  resided  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
The  only  child  now  living  is  the  son,  Robert  H.  Koontz,  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business,  and  residing' at  Merriam,  Nebraska. 

*  Mr.  Hazzard  was  born  on  October  25,  1814,  at  Oxford, 
Chemung  County,  New  York.  His  father,  whose  name  has  not 
been  ascertained,  immigrated  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  and 
dying,  the  son  when  eleven  years  of  age  was  removed  to  James- 
town, New  York,  where  he  entered  the  Jamestown  Academy. 
In  1838  he  was  graduated  from  Allegheny  College  at  Mead- 
ville;  studied  law  with  Judge  Marvin;  moved  to  Monongahela 
City;  married  Harriett,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hamilton,  of  Ginger 
Hill;  and  was  admitted  to  the  Washington  Bar  in  1840.  He 
was  a  man  of  fine  culture  and  character,  and  would  undoubt- 
edly have  ranked  higher  as  a  lawyer  had  he  not  all  his  life 
been  much  engaged  in  other  pursuits.  For  some  years  he  was 
the  prmcipal  of  an  academy  at  Bellevernon,  in  Fayette  County, 
closing  in  1845;  and  for  many  years  he  was  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Monongahela  Republican,  and  in  connection  there- 
with conducted  a  bookstore.  In  1872-73  he  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  which  formed  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  of  1874. 
He  died  on  September  3,  1877,  leaving  his  widow  (who  died 
on  March  10,  1887)  and  the  following  children,  surviving  others 
who  died  in  their  early  years:  (1)  Chillion  Washburne  Hazzard, 
born  May  5,  1849,  married  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  Azro  and  Har- 
riett N.  K.  Goff,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  died 
on  April  15,  1901,  leaving  two  children,  Harriett  H.  and  Yernon, 
the  latter  admitted  to  the  Washington  bar  in  November,  1901; 
(2)  Joseph  D.  Y.  Hazzard,  married  Leona,  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Lane 
of  Michigan,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  engaged  in 
orange-growing  at  Eustis,  Lake  County,  Florida;  and  (3)  Dr. 
Thomas  Lyon  Hazzard,  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Hon.  Hugh 
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1841. 
Eoss  Black,  February.  Setli  T.  Hurd,  May. 

John  H.  Deford,  February.        Samuel  Kingston,  Augiist. 
Thomas  McGiflfin,  February.      Simon  Meredith,  November. 
William  Montgomery,'  November. 

1842. 
Robert  F.  Cooper,^  May.  John  Watson,  Jr.,  August. 

Francis  G.  Flenniken,  November. 

McNeill  of  Allegheny  City,  in  which  city  Dr.  Hazzard  resides 
and  practices  medicine.  See  portrait  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Hazzard,  and 
for  further  details  of  his  life,  see  Dr.  Van  Voorhis's  Old  and  New 
Monongahela,  281. 

'  Hon.  William  Montgomery  was  born  in  Franklin  township, 
Washington  County,  on  April  11,  1819,  of  William  (a  native 
of  Scotland)  and  Elizabeth  (Kelly)  Montgomery;  graduated  at 
Washington  College  in  1839;  studied  law  with  Hon.  John  L.  Gow, 
and  was  admitted  as  above;  was  deputy  attorney-general  for  a  term 
from  1845;  member  of  the  United  Slates  House  of  Representatives 
for  two  successive  terms,  elected  in  1856  and  1858,  and  was 
known  as  the  author  of  the  "Crittenden -Montgomery  Resolu- 
tion," as  to  the  admission  of  Kansas  to  the  Union.  In  1845 
Mr.  Montgomery  married  Matilda  Duval,  and  on  his  death  on 
April  28,  1870,  he  left  three  children:  Andrew  Jackson  (married 
Miss  Martha  G.  Black),  residing  now  on  the  homestead  in  Canton 
township,  near  Washington;  James  (married  Lillian  Ritner), 
living  in  Salem,  Roanoke  County,  Virginia;  and  William,  who 
died  unmarried  in  1880.     See  portrait. 

^  Robert  Fulton  Cooper,  son  of  John  and  Charity  (Sparks) 
Cooper,  and  grandson  of  Colonel  Richard  Sparks  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  and  the  War  of  1812,  was  born  at  Monongahela 
City  on  January  31,  1820;  was  a  student  at  either  Washing- 
ton or  Jefferson  College,  but  not  graduated;  studied  law  with 
T.  McK.  T.  &  William  McKennan,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1842,  as  stated.  On  April  1,  1845,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Boyd  of  Monongahela  City;  and  was  elected  and  served  as  clerk 
of  courts  from  December  1,  1848,  to  December  1,  1851,  when  he 
returned  to  Monongahela  City  and  engaged   in  active  practice. 
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1843. 
Obacliah  B.  McFadden,  Alexander  Murdocli,' 

February.  August. 

George  Acbeson,  February.  William  F.  Johnston,  August. 
Solomon  Alter,  May.  Jonathan    D.  Leet,  November. 

in  which  he  continued  until  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States,  first  on  April  25,  1861, 
as  captain  of  Company  G,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, under  Colonel  David  Campbell  of  Pittsburg  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Norton  McGifiin  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  From 
this  regiment  he  was  mustered  out  with  his  company  at  the  expir- 
ation of  its  term  of  service  on  August  5,  1861,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  1861,  he  again  entered  the  service  as  adjutant  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  First  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  the  three- 
years  call.  On  June  21,  1862,  he  resigned  his  commission  on 
account  of  ill  health;  but  on  February  24,  1864,  he  again  began 
service  as  second-lieutenrnt  in  Battery  L,  Thirty-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Heavy  Artillery  (One  Hundred  and  Fifty-second  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Line),  and  served  until  his  death  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
Virginia,  on  December  24,  1864.  On  January  2,  1865,  his  remains 
having  been  brought  home,  they  were  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Monongahela  City.  William  Cooper  of  Monongahela  City, 
a  son  from  whom  we  have  the  old-time  ambrotype  from  which 
the  portrait  of  Mr.  Cooper  was  made,  and  another  son,  John 
Cooper  of  San  Francisco,  California,  still  survive  him. 

'  Hon.  A.  Murdoch  is  the  grandson  of  John  Murdoch,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  who  removed  from  near  Carlisle,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  what  is  now  North  Strabane  township,  in  1778.  The 
third  son  of  John  Murdoch  was  Alexander,  born  in  Carlisle  in 
1770;  in  1803  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Matthew 
Henderson;  was  appointed  prothonotary  and  clerk  in  1809,  and 
held  those  ofiices  until  1819;  built  the  brick  house  on  the  corner 
of  Main  Street  and  Pine  Alley,  lately  occupied  and  owned  by  his 
eldest  daughter,  the  widow  of  Hon.  John  L.  Gow,  deceased,  now 
the  site  of  the  Hallam  block;  also  what  was  the  principal  part  of  the 
Fulton  House  building,  succeeded  by  the  Washington  Trust  Com- 
pany building,  opposite  the  court-house;  in  the  mean  time,  having 
purchased  the  "Morganza"  tract,  he  subsequently  moved  thither. 
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1844. 
Uriah  W.  Wise,  February.  Henry  H.  Clark,  May. 

James  Dunlop,  February.  William  Wilson,  May. 

John  D.  Creigh,  February.  Ebenezer  Boyce,  August. 

J.  W.  F.  White,'  May.  G.  W.  Mcllvaine,  August. 

E.  F.  Mcllvaine,  August. 

1845. 
Job  Johnston,  February.         Richard  J.  Allison,  November. 
Alexander  Miller,  May.  J.  Bowman  Sweitzer,  November. 

1846. 

Thomas  H.  Baird,  Jr.,'  Elbridge  G.  Creacraft, 

February.  August. 

E.  C.  Ingall,  February.  George  E.  Appleton,  August. 

David  Eeed,  May,  Wilson  McCandles,  August. 

George  Scott  Hart,'  August.  George  W.  McGiffin,  November. 

William  Grayson,  August.  John  P.  Penny,  November. 

where  he  died  in  1836.  The  seventh  of  his  eleven  children  was 
Alexander,  admitted  to  the  bar  as  above.  Mr.  Murdoch  while  at 
the  bar  practiced  chiefly  in  partnership  Avith  his  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Gow.  In  April,  1861,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lin- 
coln United  States  marshal  for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, served  four  years;  was  reappointed  in  April,  1865,  and 
served  two  years;  and  again  appointed  by  President  Grant  to  the 
same  office  in  March,  1869,  but  resigned  in  December,  1872. 
Still  living,  he  is  the  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Washington,  Pennsylvania.  The  family  is  now  represented  at 
the  bar  by  his  son,  John  H.  Murdoch,  and  two  grandsons,  Edgar 
B.  Murdoch  and  Alexander  M.  Templeton.  See  portrait  of  Mr. 
Murdoch. 

'  Late  president  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  No.  2, 
of  Allegheny  County. 

'  Mr.  Baird  was  a  son  of  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Baird,  president 
judge,  as  to  whom  see  ante,  page  51,  and  was  born  in  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  on  December  17,  1824,  He  graduated  from  Wash- 
ington  College   in    1842;  studied   law  with   his  father,  and  was 
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1847. 
Joseph  S.  Morrison,  November.    John  McKee,  Noyember. 
Andrew  Hopkins,  November. 

1848. 
David  Craig,  February.  W.  M.  Farrar,  May. 

E.  S.  Moody,  February.  William  S.  Moore,  November. 

John  J.  Pierson,  May.  George  H.  Oliver,  November. 

J.  A.  J.  Buchanan,  November. 

1849. 
Thomas  W.  Porter,  February.     William  Baird,'  August. 
Daniel  Donehoo,  May.  David  S.  Wilson,"  August. 

Daniel  M.  Stockton,  August.      Daniel  Kaine,  August. 
John  C.  Flenniken. 

admitted  in  1846,  as  above  stated.  For  ten  years  from  1850  he 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  thereafter  for  three  years  he 
practiced  at  the  Pittsburg  bar,  and  then  engaged  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness at  Monongahela  City,  until  he  opened  a  law  office  at  that 
place  in  1869,  practicing  at  the  county-seat,  and  serving  as  dis- 
trict attorney,  1872-1874.  In  1849  he  was  married  to  Maria  L., 
daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  M.  King,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Frank  Eugene,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1890,  and  Maria  Louise, 
wife  of  A.  G.  Mitchell,  civil  engineer.  He  died  at  Monongahela 
on  July  7,  1899.     See  portrait. 

'  President  judge  1876-1886;  see  portrait,  and  for  sketch,  see 
ante,  p.  64. 

'  Son  of  William  Baird,  1812. 

-  Mr.  Wilson  was  born  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on 
April  12,  1826,  of  John  K.  and  Maria  (Shields)  Wilson;  gradu- 
ated from  Washington  College  in  1845;  studied  law  with  Mr. 
A.  W.  Acheson,  and  at  Dane  Law  School  of  Harvard  College, 
receiving  from  Harvard  College  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1849, 
and  at  once  on  examination  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme    Court   of    Massachusetts.     Returning    to  Washington, 
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1850. 
William  Linn,  May.  Samuel  G.  Pepper,  November. 

Pennsylvania,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Washington  County  bar, 
and  formed  a  partnership  in  the  practice  with  his  preceptor, 
which  continued  until  the  election  of  the  latter  as  president  judge 
in  1866;  he  then  associated  with  him  in  business  Mr.  H.  M.  Dougan, 
and  continued  in  practice  until  he  retired  in  1876,  removing  then 
to  Sewickley  Bottoms,  Allegheny  County,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  his  address  being  Leetsdale,  said  county.  In  1895  the 
degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College.  His  wife  was  Sarah  (the  daughter  of  George 
Baird,  Esq.,  and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Absalom  Baird),  who  died 
without  issue  on  August  27,  1862.    See  portrait  of  Mr.  Wilson. 

John  K.  Wilson,  Esq.  (the  father),  was  born  at  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  of  John  and  Catharine  (Cunningham)  Wilson,  who 
were  the  parents  also  of  Alexander  Wilson,  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1826,  and  of  Marcus  Wilson,  of  Wheeling,  Virginia,  who  was 
the  father  of  Alexander  Wilson,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1853. 
The  parentsof  John  Wilson,  Esq.  (paternal  grandfather  of  D.S.W.), 
were  Marcus  and  Martha  (Campbell)  Wilson,  also  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania;  and  the  parents  of  Catharine  (Cunningham)  Wilson 
(his  paternal  grandmother)  were  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Henderson) 
Cunningham. 

Maria  (Shields)  Wilson  (the  mother  of  Mr.  Wilson)  was 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Eliza  (Leet)  Shields.  David  Shields 
was  a  merchant  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  daughter 
Maria  was  born;  but  in  1824  he  removed  to  Leetsdale,  Allegheny 
County,  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Wilson.  His  father  (maternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Wilson)  was  Thomas  Shields,  a  goldsmith 
in  Philadelphia;  his  mother  was  Lydia  (Morris)  Shields,  of  Welsh 
descent. 

Eliza  (Leet)  Shields  (maternal  grandmother  of  Mr.  Wilson) 
was  born  about  two  miles  south  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Wilhelmina  (Ballah)  Leet.  Daniel 
Leet  (Lite,  Leecht  in  Scotch)  was  a  brigade  major  in  the  Vir- 
ginia line  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  was  a  surveyor 
by  profession,  and  was  one  of  the  trustees  to  take  title  to  Wash- 
ington County  for  the  Public  Square,  and  one  of  the  commission- 
ers to  divide  the  county  into  its  original  townships:    Crumrine's 
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1851. 
Ellis  Gregg,  February.  John  M.  Stockdale,  May. 

Harvey  J.  Vankikk,  February.   Huston  Quail,  May. 
Alfred  Howell,  February.  J.  Lawrence  Judson,  August. 

1852. 
Marcus  W.  Acheson,'  May.         William  L.  Bowman,  November. 
D.  W.  Bell,  May.  Jacob  F.  Slagle,  November. 

1853. 
Alexander  Wilson,^  February.  John  B.  Krepps,  August. 
George  W.  Miller,  February.     Eobert  M.  Gibson,^  August. 
John  D.  Braden,  February.        Samuel  M.  Semmes,  November. 
George  A.  Peare,  November. 

History,  224,  228.  The  father  and  mother  of  Major  Daniel  Leet 
were  Isaac  and  Rebecca  Leet,  both  of  whom  lived  and  were 
buried  upon  the  farm  now  or  lately  owned  by  Israel  Weirich, 
about  two  miles  west  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  See  Isaac 
Leet,  1826,  ante,  p.  279. 

'  Now  United  States  circuit  judge  for  the  third  circuit,  resid- 
ing at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

'  See  foot-note  to  Mr.  David  S.  Wilson,  1849.  See  portrait, 
and  for  sketch,  see  ante,  p.  180. 

'  Mr.  Gibson,  familiarly  known  to  all  the  older  members  of 
the  present  bar  as  "Bob  Gibson,"  was  born  at  Taylorstown, 
Washington  County,  on  October  9,  1826,  one  of  a  family  of  four 
sons  of  Robert  M.  and  Sarah  (Wishart)  Gibson,  who  came  to 
this  county,  probably  from  Cumberland  County,  in  1818.  The 
mother  was  a  cousin  of  Dr.  John  Wishart  of  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania. The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  on 
his  death  left  his  widow  and  the  four  small  children  with  only  a 
house  and  lot  in  Taylorstown.  Robert  M.,  the  son,  attended  the 
common  schools,  the  academy  at  Buffalo  village,  and  was  a  stu- 
dent at  Washington  College,  but  was  not  graduated.  Without 
means,  except  what  he  could  save  by  farm  work  and  as  a  school- 
teacher, he  nevertheless  acquired  a  good  education;  and  studying 
law  with  Hon.  William  Montgomery,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
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1854. 
Charles  Naylor,  February.        John  C.  Messenger,  February. 
A.  S.  Ritchie,  February.  John  NichoUs,  May. 

A.  P.  Morrison,  February.         Robert  F.  Strean,  August. 
A.  S.  Fuller,  February.  B.  W.  Lacy,  November. 

was  at  once  taken  into  partnership  by  his  preceptor,  with  whom 
he  continued  in  practice  until  he  removed  to  Allegheny  City, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1868,  when  he  began  and  continued  a  practicing 
member  of  the  Pittsburg  bar  until  his  death,  on  November  27, 
1882,  leaving  a  widow,  Elizabeth  (McCreary),  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1857,  and  six  children,  John  Bannister,  Robert  Mc- 
Dowell, Richard  Barnett,  Sarah  Wishart,  Luna  E.,  and  Maud 
McDowell  Gibson. 

Mrs.  Gibson  resides  at  No.  897  North  Forty-first  Street, 
Philadelphia.  Of  the  children,  John  B.  married  Lucy  Kate 
Hall,  daughter  of  Thomas  M.  Hall  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
and  resides  at  St.  Louis;  Sarah  W.  married  Cleophas  Langlois, 
and  resides  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  Luna  E.  mar- 
ried Joseph  P.  Kelley,  and  resides  at  Sharpsburg,  Allegheny 
County,  Pennsylvania;  Maud  McD.  and  Robert  M.,  unmarried, 
reside  with  their  mother;   and  Richard  Barnett  is  now  dead. 

Mr.  Gibson  was  truly  a  genius,  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term.  From  his  boyhood  he  lived  near  to  nature  and  spoke 
her  speech.  Before  entering  upon  the  study  of  the  law  he  was 
known  the  county  over  as  a  public  speaker  at  school  "exhibi- 
tions," debating  societies,  and  patriotic  anniversaries.  After  his 
admission  to  the  bar  he  was  chief  among  the  platform  speakers  of 
the  Democratic  party,  sought  for  far  and  wide.  "That  reminds 
me,"  he  would  say,  "of  Betty  Higgins's  mule.  Did  you  know 
Betty  Higgins?  She  lived  over  on  the  forks  of  Buffalo,  where  the 
waters  kiss  as  they  come  together,  and  the  hills  are  so  high  that 
the  sun  on  the  hottest  day  of  summer  does  not  drive  the  frost  out 
of  the  valleys,  but  the  moon,  sailing  nearer  the  earth,  gets  caught 
on  the  treetops  on  the  backs  of  the  hills,  and  the  boys  have 
to  stay  up  o' nights  to  push  it  off  with  rails."  This  suited  the 
unterrified,  old  as  well  as  young,  when  accompanied  with  his 
inimitable  manner  of  saying  it;  and  bis  drollery,  after  the  style 
of  Frank  R.  Stockton,  held  the  crowd  until  election  day.  In  a 
case  before  a  jury  in  court,  when  it  was  possible  to  win  by  ridi- 
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1855. 
Samuel  N.  Cochran,  May  Peter  B.  McMahon,  August. 

Samuel  Cole,  Jr.,  May.  William  Mills,  August. 

Eugene  Ferero,  November. 

1856. 
John  H.  Craig,  May. 

1857. 
Jasper  E.  Brady,  February.     Addison  Oliver,  February. 
Alexander  M.  Grow,  May. 

1858. 
Thomas  Ewing,'  February.        Ira  J.  Lacock,  August. 
John  R.  Donehoo,  May.  Francis  P.  Fitzwilliams,  August. 

William  A.  Stokes,  May.  Jonathan  W.  Mott,  November. 

cule  and  laughter  he  won;  while  if  sentiment  and  pathos  were 
needed,  the  tones  of  his  voice,  if  not  the  weight  of  his  argument, 
carried  his  wonderfully  clear  words  and  sentences  to  the  very 
bones  of  his  hearers,  and  the  verdict  again  was  his.  The  minute 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Allegheny  County  bar,  held  on  the  occasion 
of  his  death,  found  in  30  P.  L.  J.  (O.  S.)  135,  thus  describes  his 
forensic  addresses  :  "Passages  of  such  exquisite  beauty,  of  such 
incisive  wit,  of  such  overflowing  humor,  of  such  moving  pathos, 
and  of  such  true  grandeur  and  sublimity,  rendered  with  such 
originality  of  manner,  with  such  simplicity  and  apparent  uncon- 
sciousness of  their  magnificence,  it  has  rarely  been  given  to  man 
to  utter.  Before  the  court  and  jury  alike  he  was  for  the  time 
resistless,  and  swept  away  all  obstruction,  as  the  mountain  torrent 
in  its  rush  to  the  meadow  and  the  sea." 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Gibson,  in  this  volume,  is  from  the  only 
existing  photograph  of  him,  and  that  was  taken  before  he  went  to 
the  Democratic  Convention  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in 
1860,  seeking  the  nomination  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  the  presi- 
dency. 

'  Late  president  judge  Court  of  Common  Pleas  No.  2,  of  Alle- 
gheny County. 
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1859. 
William  E.  Gapen,  February.     Archibald  McBride,  August, 
E..  P.  Lewis,  May.  James  Lindsay,  November. 

1860. 
Andrew  A.  Purman,  February.   William  F.  Templeton,''  May. 
Freeman  Brady,  Jr.,  May.  Charles  McClure  Hays,  August. 

Wilson  N.  Paxton,  May.  H.  G.  Kogers,  November. 

1861. 

John  Gr.  Euple,  April.  James  R.  Euth,  May. 

Leroy  W.  Little,  May.  Boyd  Ceumkine,^  August. 

Isaac  Y.  Hamilton,  May.  Thomas  Boyd,  November. 

Mordecai  B.  Massey,  May.         William  J.  Patton,  November. 
James  Murray  Clark,  November. 

1862. 
David  Crawford,  February.  William  C.  Lindsey,  May. 

Eobert  A.  McConnell,  February.  Isaac  Bailey,  August. 
George  W.  Caldwell,  August. 

1863. 
Hill  Burgwin,  April.  Samuel  O.  Taylor,  November. 

James  S.  Eutan,  May.  A.  W.  Wilson,  November. 

Samuel  B.  Wilson,  May.  Simon  Buckingham,  November. 

Wesley  Wolf,  August.  Daniel  W.  Leet,  November. 

Eugene  Tarr,  November. 

1864. 
A.  W.  Aiken,  May.  Samuel  F.  White,  May. 

1865. 

Marshal  Swartzwelder,  February.  E.  Galy  Barr,  August. 

David  F.  Patterson,*  May.  David  S.  Smith,  August. 

Heney  Gantz,  May.  Joseph  Hays,  November. 

'  Colonel  of  One  Hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion;  killed  at  Bull  Run,  August  29,  1862. 
^  See  portrait;   and  for  sketch,  see  ante,  p.  204. 
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1866. 
John  L.  Gow,  February.  John  S.  C.  Weills,  May. 

lauthus  Bentley,  February.        David  T.  Watson,'  July. 
Ohakles  M.  Euple,  May.  J.  W.  Barker,  August. 

1867. 
M.  L.  A.  McCbaceen,*  May.     John  A.  McIlvaine,^  August. 
George  L.  Gow,  May.  John  W.  Wiley,  August. 

William  Owens,  Jr.,  May.        W.  0.  Moreland,  August. 
Ebenezer  Williams,  Jr.,  May.  JohnW.  McWilliams,  December. 
George  Shiras,  Jr.,  June.         J.  G.  Wood,  December. 
Bishop  Crumriue,*  August.      Solomon  Bell,  December. 
John  W.  Donnan,  August.        John  W.  Donaldson,  December. 
E.  B.  Patterson,  December. 

1868. 
A.  G.  Cochran,  February.  Alexander  M.  Todd,  May. 

E.  L.  Morrison,  February.  George  E.  Cochran,  May. 

E.  C.  Hoffman,  February.  W.  M.  Nickerson,  August. 

1869. 
Marcus  C.  Acheson,  February.    David  W.  Brown,  August. 
Heney  M.  Dougan,  May.  L.  McCaeeell,  August. 

Joshua  E.  Forrest,  May.  James  L.  Black,  August. 

Cicero  Hasbrouck,  May.  James  P.  Sayer,  December. 

James  W.  McDowell,  August.  John  Aiken,  December. 

^  Since  1872  a    member  of  the  Pittsburg  bar. 

'  Son  of  Mr.  James  Watson  (1831),  and  now  of  the  Pitts- 
burg bar. 

^  Mr.  McCracken,  of  the  present  bar,  argued  to  the  jury  the 
last  case  tried  in  the  old  court-house  of  1842,  and  had  the  ver- 
dict for  his  client;  he  also  argued  to  the  jury  the  first  case 
tried  in  the  new  court-house  of  1900,  and  again  had  the  ver- 
dict for  his  client. 

^  Now  president  judge;  for  sketch  and  portrait,  see  ante,  p.  157. 

*  Brother  of  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,  and  since  1868  of  the  Topeka 
(Kansas)  bar. 
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1870. 
Franklin  Ezra  Oliver,  May.       Oscar  L.  Jackson,  August. 
John  Milton  Oliver,  May.  H.  P.  Mueller,  August. 

Clark  Higgle,  August.  John  Mueller,  August. 

George  Fetterman,  May.  William  McEnrue,  December. 

1871. 
Jacob  Davis,  February.  B.  F.  Lucas,  May. 

Joseph  McK.  Acheson,  April.  George  O.  Jones,  August. 
Daniel  N.  McCracken,  April.    Leopold  Becker,  December. 

1872. 
W.  G.  Guyler,  January.  William  S.  McFadden,  August. 

G,  W.  G.  Waddle,  February.     William  Blakely,  October. 
S.  A.  McClung,  April.  B.  0.  Christy,  December. 

1873. 
J.  Hanson  Good,  February.  E.  G.  Creacraft,  February. 

Nathaniel  Richardson,  February.  John  H.  Murdoch,'  August. 
John  McCracken  Hoon,  August. 

1874. 
Edgar  Galbraith,  January.         J.  B.  Jones,  April. 
John  Dalzell,  January.  Thomas  Henry,  May. 

William  H.  White,  April.  John  E.  Braddock,  June. 

1875. 
John  M.  Kennedy,^  June.  Charles  W.  McCord,  October. 

David  H.  Martin,  April.  James  L.  Berry,  October. 

T.  Jefferson  Duncan,  George  A.  Hoffman,  Jr., 

October.  October. 

'  Son  of  Hon.  Alexander  Murdoch;  of  whom  see  sketch,  ante, 
p.  286. 

^  Now  president  judge   Court  of   Common  Pleas    No.    3,    of 
Allegheny  County. 
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1876. 
John  W.  Morehead,  February.    William  O.  Crawford,  May. 


Isaac  S.  Van  Voorbis, 

February, 
John  A.  Moninger,  March. 
B.  Frank  Montgomery,  May. 


John  H.  McCreary, 

May. 
A.  S.  Miller,  August. 
Julian  B.  Crenshaw,  December. 


1877. 


Alvan  Donnan,'  January.  David  F.  Enoch,  May. 

William  F.  Wright,  January.    Joseph  S.  Haymaker,  May. 


John  M.  Davis,  January. 

J.  Caeteb  Judson,"  January. 

James  M.  Sprowls,  March. 

Kalph  0.  McCoNNELL,^  March.  William  M.  Boggs,  October. 

John  F.  O'Malley,  May.  J.  B.  R.  Streator,  October. 


Wm.  Archibald  Barr,  August. 
Ernest  F.  Acheson,^  August. 
W.  C.  Stillwagen,  August. 


1878. 

I.  N.  Patterson,  February.  John  Barton,  July. 

Charles  C.  Montooth,  March.  William  M.  Watson,^  August. 

Louis  E.  Smith,  James  Iewin  Beownson," 

April.  October. 

J.  H.  S.  Trainer,  May.  J.  F.  McFaeland,  October. 

George  0.  Burgwin,  June.  W.  McBride  Perrin,  October. 

James  McFadden  Carpenter,  October. 

'  Brother  of  Mr.  John  W.  Donnan,  1867. 
2  Son  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Judson,  1851. 
'  District  attorney,  1881-1883. 

*  Son  of  Hon.  A.  W.  Acheson,  president  judge,  1866-1876. 
^  Son  of  James  Watson   (1831),  as  to  whom  see  sketch,  ante, 
p.  281. 

•^  See  portrait;    and  for  sketch,  see  ante,  p.  182. 


(4    d 


i4  u  ^   is 

«  a  -^  g 

■J  -■  al 


3  '=>  W    V 

I  ^  -<  '^  S 

£  >  J:  S 


5  w 


THE  ROLL   OF   ATTORNEYS.  297 

1879. 

Samuel  C.  Cook,  March.  Thomas  J.  Lazear,  April. 

John  M.  Braden,  March.  John  D.  McKennau,  October. 

John  S.  Marquis,  Jr.,  March.  Julius  P.  Miller,  October. 

William  Eeardon,  March.  Albert  S.  Spkowls,  October. 

William  H.  Playford,  James  Feanklin  Tayloe,' 
March.  October. 

1880. 
Samuel  C.  Claeke,^  January.    Thomas  Fleming  Birch,  June. 
Thomas  McK.  Hughes,  William  G.  Stewart, 

June.  September. 

1881. 
Hugh  A.  Rogers,  January.        Egbert  Wilson  Iewin,  June. 
Joseph  M.  Swearingen,  June.    Joseph  T.  Noble,  June. 

1882. 
George  W.  Guthrie,  February.  Joseph  M.  Dickson,  June. 
William  Sandees  Paeker,^      John  L.  Rodgers, 

March.  June. 

James  Q.  McGiffin,*  June.        J.  M.  Patterson,  June. 
George  Peyton  Miller,  June. 

1883. 

WiNFIELD   McIlVAINE,  JuUB, 

1884. 
John  W.  Martindale,  August. 

'  Now  additional  law  judge;  see  portrait,  and  for  sketch,  see 
ante,  p.  177. 

''  Now  official  court  reporter;  see  portrait. 

'  District  attorney,  1890-1895. 

*  Late   county   solicitor;    a  grandson    of  Thomas   McGiffin, 
1807. 
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1885. 
James  M.  McBurney,  April.     Samuel  Amspokee,  December. 
Thomas  B.  H.  Brownlee,'        Norman  E.  Clark, 
December.  December. 

Matthew  H.  Stevenson,  December. 

1886. 
Ernest  Ethelbert  Crumrine,^        Andrew  M.  Linn,  March. 
February.  James  A.  Wiley,  August. 

William  McKennan,  Jr.,  August. 

1887. 
James  C.  Ewing,  February.     Charles  G.  Mcllvaine,  February. 

1888. 
David  Sterrett,  April.  James  S.  Nease,  September. 

1890. 
John  C.  Bane,  January.  James  E.  Barnett,'  January. 

Charles  W.  Campbell,  January.    Frank  E.  Baird,*  May. 
W.  Parkison  Warne,  May. 

1891. 
James  E.  Burnside,  June.         Thomas  C.  Noble,  October. 
J.  W.  Berryman,  November.       Odell  S.  Chalfant,  December. 

1892. 
G.  Plumer  Baker,  January.      Grant  E.  Hess,  June. 
Alex.  M.  Templeton,'  December. 

'  District  attorney,  1896-1898. 

2  Son  of  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,  1861. 

^  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  Philip- 
pine War;  now  state  treasurer  of  Pennsylvania. 

'  Son  of  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Baird,  Jr.,  1846,  of  whom  see  sketch, 
ante,  p.  287,  and  portrait. 

*  District  attorney,  1899-1901;  grandson  of  Hon.  Alexander 
Murdoch,  1843. 
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1893. 
Beeteam  E.  McCkacken,'  March. 

1894. 

Bobert  Gibson,  March.  Oliver  M.  Henderson,  October. 

Owen  0.  Underwood,^  October. 

1895. 

Albeet  G.  Braden,  April.        Haldain B.Hughes, November. 

Julius  P.  Miller,^  Jr.,  Charles  C.  Sterrett,  November. 

November.  Boyd  E.  Warne,  November. 

Joseph  K.  Weir,  November. 

1896. 
Isaac  W.  Baum,  January.  James  P.  Eagleson,  January. 

Blanchaed  G.  Hughes,  January.  Frank  E.  Bible,  February. 
Robert  W.  Knox,  October. 

1897. 
A.  H.  Anderson,  June.  H.  Russell  Myees,  June. 

"William  N.  Butlee,^  June.      Byron  E.  Tombaugh,'  June. 
Clarence  Rehn,"  November.     Robeet  W.  Paekinson,  June. 

1898. 
John  C.  Haet,  February.  C.  L.  V.  Acheson,  March. 

Harry  A.  Jones,  July.  Robert  H.  Meloy,  July. 

W.  A.  H.  McIlvaine,  October. 

'  Son  of  Mr.  M.  L.  A.  McCracken,  1867. 

'  District  attorney  elect,  from  January,  1902. 

=  Son  of  Mr.  Julius  P.  Miller,  1879. 

*  The  first  of  the  colored  race  ever  admitted  to  our  bar. 

''  County  superintendent  of  common  schools,  1890-1896. 

^  Served  as  second  lieutenant  Company  K,  Tenth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  in  Philippine  War. 


300  COURTS   OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND   BAK. 

1899. 

WiLLisoN  K.Vance,  February.  Albert  T.  Moegan,  May. 

W.  Meewin  Craft,  December.   Edgar  B.  Murdoch,'  December. 

1900. 
James  A.  Magill,  John  W.  McDowell,^  Jr., 

March.  September. 

Maynaed  Allen,  Jr.,  James  P.  Beaden,^ 

December,  December. 

1901. 

Olivee  S.  Scott,*  January.       Blaine  Aiken,"  March. 
James  P.  Beownlee,  March.     Lawrence  E.  Boyd,  March. 
Haeey  L.  Williams,  March.    Veenon  Hazzard,^  November. 
Francis  H.  Woods,  December. 

'  Son  of  Mr.  John  H.  Murdoch,  1873;  grandson  of  Hon.  Alex. 
Murdoch,  1843. 

2  Son  of  Mr.  James  W.  McDowell,  1869. 

'  Sergeant  Company  H,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in 
Philippine  War. 

*  Adjutant  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  Philippine  War. 

^  Son  of  Mr.  John  Aiken,  1869;  and  served  as  first  lieuten- 
ant Company  H,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  Philippine 
War. 

'  Grandson  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Hazzard,  1840. 


XIII. 
LISTS  OF  JUDGES  AND   COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

The  last  chapter  closes  with  a  complete  roll  of  all  the 
attorneys  shown  by  our  records  to  have  been  admitted  to 
the  Washington  County  bar  at  and  since  its  first  term  of  court 
on  October  2,  1781,  down  to  January  1,  1902.  Hereafter, 
for  a  reason  to  be  given,  we  shall  throw  this  list  into  alpha- 
betical array,  but  we  shall  precede  it  here  with  a  list  of  all 
the  judges,  learned  and  unlearned  in  the  law,  who  have 
served  since  the  organization  of  our  courts,  followed  with 
lists  of  the  court-house  officials,  including  the  county  commis- 
sioners and  their  clerks,  the  county  treasurers,  and  the  super- 
intendents of  common  schools;  these  to  show  with  whom  the 
lawyers  of  the  past  and  present  have  had  to  meet  in  the 
transaction  of  their  professional  business. 

These  lists  have  been  made  under  great  difficulties,  but 
care  has  been  taken  with  the  names  and  the  dates  of  com- 
mission or  service. 

PEESIDENT    JUDGES. 

Appointed  under  the  Constitution  of  1776. 
Henry  Taylor,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Dorsey  Pentecost,  commissioned  October  31,  1783. 
Henry  Taylor,  commissioned  September  30,  1788. 

Appointed  under  the  Constitution  of  1790. 
Alexander  Addison,  commissioned  August  22,  1791. 
Samuel  Roberts,  commissioned  June  2,  1803. 
Thomas  H.  Baird,  commissioned  October  19,  1818. 
Nathaniel  Ewing,  commissioned  February  15,  1838. 

Appointed  under  the  Constitution  of  1838. 

Samuel  A.  Gilmore,  commissioned  February  28,  1848. 
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Elected  under  the  Amendment  of  1850. 
Samuel  A.  Gilmore,  commissioned  November  6,  1851. 
James  Lindsey,  commissioned  November  20,  1861. 
James    Watson,    commissioned    (declined)    November    9, 
1864. 

J.  Kennedy  Ewing,  commissioned  November  19,  1864. 
B.  B.  Chamberlin,  commissioned  February  3,  1866. 
Alexander  W.  Acheson,  commissioned  November  15,  1866. 

Elected  under  the  Constitution  of  1874. 
George  S.  Hart,  commissioned  December  11,  1876. 
John  A.  Mcllvaine,  commissioned  December  14,  1886. 
John  A.  Mcllvaine,  commissioned  December  19,  1896. 

ADDITIONAL    LAW    JUDGES. 

Elected  under  the  Constitution  of  1874. 
James    F.    Taylor,     commissioned    June    24,    1895    (ap- 
pointed). 

James  F.  Taylor,  commissioned  December  19,  1895. 

ASSOCIATE    JUDGES. 

Appointed  under  the  Constitution  of  1776. 
William  Scott,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
John  Craig,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
John  White,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Daniel  Leet,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
John  Marshall,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
John  Douglass,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Benjamin  Parkinson,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
John  Reed,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Abner  Howell,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Matthew  McConnell,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Samuel  Johnston,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Samuel  Mason,  commissioned  August  24,  1781. 
Matthew  Eitchie,  commissioned  October  6,  1784. 
John  Canon,  commissioned  October  6,  1784. 
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Henry  Vanmetre,  commissioued  February  11,  1785. 
William  Johnston,  commissioned  February  9,  1786. 
John  Hoge,  commissioned  November  21,  1786. 
Thomas  Scott,  commissioned  November  21,  1786. 
John  Worth,  commissioned  November  21,  1786. 
Joseph  Scott,  commissioned  September  25,  1787. 
Samuel  Glasgow,  commissioned  May  7,  1788. 
William  Wallace,  commissioned  June  30,  1788. 
James  Edgar,  commissioned  September  30,  1788. 
William  McFarland,  commissioned  September  30,  1788, 
John  Eeed,  commissioned  November  8,  1788. 
Hugh  Scott,  commissioned  November  8,  1788. 
William  Smiley,  commissioned  November  11,  1788. 
Eleazer  Jenkins,  commissioned  March  3,  1789. 
Absalom  Baird,  commissioned  March  3,  1789. 
John  Douglass,  commissioned  March  3,  1789. 
Thomas  Ryerson,  commissioned  April  8,  1789. 
John  Minor,  commissioned  November  30,  1789. 
William  Smith,  commissioned  December  21,  1789. 
James  Bell,  commissioned  January  11,  1790. 
James  Archer,  commissioned  April  16,  1790. 
Zephania  Beall,  commissioned  July  28,  1790. 
James  Mitchell,  commissioned  August  24,  1790. 
John  Canon,  commissioned  August  24,  1790. 
Henry  Graham,  commissioned  August  24,  1790. 

Appointed  under  the  Constitution  of  1790. 

Henry  Taylor,  commissioned  August  17,  1791. 
James  Edgar,  commissioned  August  17,  1791. 
James  Allison,  commissioned  August  17,  1791. 
Matthew  Ritchie,  commissioned  August  17,  1791. 
William  Hoge,  commissioned  April  6,  1798. 
John  McDowell,  commissioned  April  7,  1802. 
Boyd  Mercer,  commissioned  January  1,  1806. 
John  Hamilton,  commissioned  January  15,  1820. 
Thomas  McKeever,  commissioned  October  11,  1837. 
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Appointed  under  the  Constitution  of  1838. 
Samuel  Hill,  commissioned  March  26,  1840. 
John  Grayson,  Sr.,  commissioned  March  18,  1843. 
James  Gordon,  commissioned  March  8,  1845. 
Isaac  Hodgens,  commissioned  March  18,  1848. 
William  Vankirk,  commissioned  March  12,  1850. 

Elected  under  the  Amendment  of  1850. 
Abraham  Wotring,  commissioned  November  10,  1851. 
John  Freeman,  commissioned  November  10,  1851. 
James  G.  Hart,  commissioned  November  12,  1856. 
Jacob  Slagle,  commissioned  November  12,  1856. 
James  G.  Hart,  commissioned  November  23,  1861. 
William  Vankirk,  elected  October  8,  1861;  election  suc- 
cessfully contested. 

Thomas  McCarrell,  commissioned  June  3,  1862. 
James  0.  Chambers,  commissioned  November  9,  1866. 
John  Farrer,  commissioned  November  9,  1866. 
Thomas  W.  Bradley,  commissioned  November  17,  1871.* 
John  Scott,  commissioned  November  17,  1871.' 

DEPUTY  ATTORNEYS-GENERAL. 

Appointed. 
David  Sample,  appointed  October  2,  1781. 
David  Bradford,  appointed  December,  1783. 
Henry  Purviance,  served  from  March,  1795. 
Parker  Campbell,  served  from  April,  1796. 
James  Ashbrook,  qualified  May,  1801. 
Thomas  H.  Baird,  served  from  March,  1809. 
William  Baird,  served  from  March,  1814. 
Walter  Forward,  served  from  June,  1814. 
Thomas  McK.  T.  McKennan,  served  from  June,  1815. 
William  Baird,  appointed  December  27,  1816. 
William  Baird,  reappointed  March  26,  1821. 

'  These  two   gentlemen  were  the  last  to   serve   as   associate 
judges. 
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William  Waugh,  served  from  June  28,  1824. 
Isaac  Leet,  served  from  March,  1830. 
Isaac  Leet,  reappointed  February  5,  1833. 
Alexander  W.  Acheson,  qualified  January  26,  1835. 
Kichard  H.  Lee,  qualified  March,  1836. 
William  McKenuan,  qualified  August  23,  1837. 
Alexander  W.  Acheson,  served  from  March,  1839. 
William  Montgomery,  qualified  February  17,  1845. 
Alexander  W.  Acheson,  served  from  February,  1846. 
George  S.  Hart,  served  from  August,  1846. 
Eobert  H.  Koontz,  qualified  February,  1848. 

DISTRICT  ATTORNEYS. 

Elected  under  Act  of    1850. 

George  S.  Hart,  elected  1850;  served  1851-1853. 

William  Linn,  elected  1853;  served  1854-1856. 

Alexander  Wilson,  elected  1856;   served  1857-1859. 

Alexander  Wilson,  elected  1859;  served  1860-1862. 

James  K.  Ruth,  elected  1862;  served  1863-1865. 

Boyd  Crumrine,  elected  1865;  served  1866-1868. 

lanthus  Beutley,  elected  1868;  served  1869-1871 

Thomas  H.  Baird,  Jr.,  elected  1871;  served  1872-1874. 

John  A.  Mcllvaine,  elected  1874;  served  1875-1877. 

John  A.  Mcllvaine,  elected  1877;  served  1878-1880. 

Ealph  C.  McConnell,  elected  1880;  served  1881-1883. 

James  F.  Taylor,  elected  1883;  served  1884-1886. 

James  F.  Taylor,  elected  1886;  served  1887-1889. 

William  S.  Parker,  elected  1889;  served  1890-1892. 

William  S.  Parker,  elected  1892;  served  1893-1895. 

Thomas  B.  H.  Brownlee,  elected  1895;  served  1896- 
1898. 

Alexander  M.  Templeton,  elected  1898;  served  1899- 
1901. 

Owen  0.  Underwood,  elected  1901 ;  served  1902- 
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Under  Constitution  of  1776. 
Van  Swearingen,  served  from  November  30,  1781. 
Van  Swearingen,  served  from  November  10,  1783. 
James  Marsliel,  served  from  November  3,  1784. 
James  Marshel,  served  from  November  21,  1786. 
David  Williamson,  served  from  October  26,  1787. 
David  Williamson,  served  from  January  17,  1789. 
William  Wallace,  served  from  November  9,  1790. 

Under  Constitution  of  1790. 
John  Hamilton,  served  from  October  21,  1793. 
Thomas  Hamilton,  served  from  November  2,  1796. 
Absalom  Baird,  served  from  November  2,  1799. 
George  Hamilton,  served  from  November  6,  1802. 
John  McCluney,  served  from  October  21,  1805. 
Bobert  Anderson,  served  from  October  25,  1808. 
George  Baird,  served  from  November  23,  1811. 
Thomas  Officer,  served  from  November  1,  1814. 
Dickerson  Roberts,  served  from  November  6,  1817. 
Robert  Officer,  served  from  October  23,  1820. 
Samuel  Workman,  served  from  October  25,  1823. 
Eobert  McClelland,  served  from  October  27,  1826. 
Joseph  Henderson,  served  from  October  26,  1829. 
Samuel  Cunningham,  served  from  October  16,  1832. 
John  Marshel,  served  from  November  5,  1835. 
John  Wilson,  served  from  October  24,  1836. 
James  Spriggs,  served  from  October  20,  1837. 

Under  Constitution  of  1838. 
Sheshbazzar  Bentley,  Jr.,  commissioned  November  7,  1840. 
Jehu  Jackman,  commissioned  November  4,  1843. 
Alexander  G.  Marshman,  commissioned  October  23,  1846. 
Peter  Wolf,  commissioned  October  22,  1849. 
John  McAllister,  commissioned  October  23,  1852. 
Andrew  Bruce,  commissioned  October  22,  1855. 
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Norton  McGiffin,  commissioned  October  23,  1858. 
James  M.  Byers,  commissioned  November  18,  1861. 
Edmund  E.  Smith,  commissioned  November  8,  1864. 
Hugh  Keys,  commissioned  November  25,  1867. 
William  0.  Ramsey,  commissioned  November  11,  1870. 
William  Thompson,  commissioned  November  21,  1873. 
George  T.  Work,  commissioned  December  20,  1876. 
George  Perritte,  commissioned  December  4,  1879. 
William  B.  Chambers,  elected  1882;  served  1883-1885. 
James  T.  Hemphill,  elected  1885;  served  1886-1888. 
George  E.  Lockhart,  elected  1888 ;  served  1889-1891. 
William  P.  Cherry,  elected  1891 ;  served  1892-1894. 
J.  Vernon  Clark,  elected  1894;  served  1895-1897. 
John  H.  Kennedy,  elected  1897 ;  served,  died  June  30, 1898. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  appointed  1898;  served  1898. 
Joseph  T.  Hemphill,  elected  1898;  served  1898-1901. 
C.  E.  Carothers,  elected  1901 ;  served  1902 . 

COKONEBS. 

William  McFarland,  commissioned  November  30,  1781. 
William  McFarland,  commissioned  November  10,  1783. 
William  McCombs,  commissioned  November  1,  1784. 
William  McCombs,  commissioned  December  10,  1785. 
William  McCombs,  commissioned  November  1,  1786. 
Robert  Benliam,  commissioned  October  26,  1787. 
Robert  Benham,  commissioned  January  17,  1789. 
Samuel  Clark,  commissioned  November  6,  1789. 
Samuel  Clark,  commissioned  December  14,  1790. 
William  Siemens,  commissioned  November  18,  1799. 
Dorsey  Pentecost,  commissioned  November  6,  1802. 
Thomas  Hutchinson,  commissioned  November  4,  1805. 
Dickerson  Roberts,  commissioned  October  25,  1808. 
William  Marshall,  commissioned  January  23,  1812. 
William  Carter,  commissioned  February  22,  1815. 
James  Ruple,  commissioned  November  6,  1817. 
John  Johnson,  commissioned  October  23,  1820. 
George  Sowers,  commissioned  November  10,  1823. 
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Alexander  Gordon,  commissioned  November  20,  1826. 
Moses  Linn,  commissioned  November  2,  1828. 
James  McFadden,  commissioned  October  16,  1832. 
John  Wilson,  commissioned  November  18,  1835. 
John  R.  Griffith,  commissioned  October  20,  1837. 
John  E.  Griffith,  commissioned  December  23,  1837. 
William  Tweed,  commissioned  November  7,  1840. 
William  J.  Wilson,  commissioned  November  4,  1848. 
Oliver  Lindsey,  commissioned  November  24,  1846. 
James  D.  Best,  commissioned  November  9,  1849. 
William  B.  Cnndall,  commissioned  November  8,  1852. 
Moses  Little,  commissioned  November  13,  1854. 
Jonathan  Martin,  commissioned  October  26,  1858. 
John  E.  Black,  commissioned  November  27,  1861. 
Isaac  Vance,  commissioned  November  16,  1864. 
Charles  W.  McDaniel,  commissioned  November  16,  1867. 
Lewis  Barker,  commissioned  December  11,  1868. 
Samuel  M.  Decker,  commissioned  December  4,  1871. 
James  M.  Byers,  commissioned  January  19,  1875. 
Samuel  D.  Harshman,  commissioned  February  13,  1878. 
Charles  V.  Greer,  commissioned  December  17,  1880. 
Charles  V.  Greer,  commissioned  January  22,  1884. 
J.  F.  Kennedy,  commissioned  December  14,  1887. 
T.  R.  H.  Johnson,  commissioned  December  19,  1890. 
T.  R.  H.  Johnson,  commissioned  December  19,  1893. 
John  J.  Fitzpatrick,  commissioned  December  19,  1896. 
John  J.  Fitzpatrick,  commissioned  December  12,  1899. 

PEOTHONOTARIES. 
Under  Constitution  of  1776. 
Thomas  Scott,  commissioned  April  2,  1781. 
Alexander  Scott,  commissioned  March  28,  1789. 
David  Redick,  commissioned  August  17,  1791. 

Under  Constitution  of  1790. 
David  Rodick,  commissioned  March  14,  1792. 
William  McKennan,  commissioned  January  11,  1803. 
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Alexander  Murdoch,  commissioned  March  6,  1809. 
Alexander  Murdoch,  commissioned  January  1,  1815. 
Alexander  Murdoch,  commissioned  April  9,  1818. 
William  Sample,  commissioned  May  6,  1819. 
Thomas  Morgan,  commissioned  February  12,  1821. 
William  Sample,  commissioned  December  30,  1823. 
William  Sample,  commissioned  December  21,  1826. 
Thomas  Officer,  commissioned  February  10,  1830. 
Thomas  Officer,  commissioned  January  25,  1833. 
George  W.  Acheson,  commissioned  January  8,  1836. 
John  Urie,  commissioned  October  25,  1837. 
John  Grayson,  Sr.,  commissioned  February  5,  1889. 

Under  Constitution  of  1838. 

John  Grayson,  Sr.,  from  first  Monday  December,  1839. 
Ephraim  L.  Blaine,  from  first  Monday  December,  1842. 
Obadiah  B.  McFadden,  from  first  Monday  December.  1845. 
James  Brown,  from  first  Monday  December,  1848. 
James  Brown,  from  first  Monday  December,  1851. 
William  S.  Moore,  from  first  Monday  December,  1854. 
James  B.  Ruple,  from  first  Monday  December,  1857. 
James  B.  Euple,  from  first  Monday  December,  1860. 
John  E.  Bell,  from  first  Monday  December,  1863. 
John  L.  Gow,  Jr.,  from  first  Monday  December,  1860. 
Daniel  M.  Donehoo,  from  first  Monday  December,  1869. 
Julius  P.  Miller,  from  first  Monday  December,  1872. 

Under  Constitution  of  1874. 

Julius  P.  Miller,  from  first  Monday  January,  1876. 
William  A.  Barr,  from  first  Monday  January,  1879. 
John  W.  Seaman,  Jr.,  from  first  Monday  January,  1882. 
John  W.  Seaman,  Jr.,  from  first  Monday  January,  1885. 
Elmer  R.  Deems,  from  first  Monday  January,  1888. 
Elmer  R.  Deems,  from  first  Monday  January,  1891. 
Wilson  S.  Campbell,  from  first  Monday  January,  1894. 
Wilson  S.  Campbell,  from  first  Monday  January,  1897. 
John  I.  Carson,  from  first  Monday  January,  1900. 


310  COURTS   OF  JUSTICE,  BENCH,  AND  BAR. 

CLERKS    OF    COUETS. 

Under  Constitution  of  1776. 

Thomas  Scott,  commissioned  April  2,  1781. 
Alexander  Scott,  commissioned  March  28,  1781. 
David  Redick,  commissioned  August  17,  1781. 

Under  Constitution  of  1790. 

David  Redick,  commissioned  March  14,  1792. 
William  McKeunan,  commissioned  January  11,  1803. 
Alexander  Murdoch,  commissioned  March  6,  1809. 
Alexander  Murdoch,  commissioned  January  1,  1815. 
Alexander  Murdoch,  commissioned  April  9,  1818. 
William  Sample,  commissioned  May  6,  1819. 
Robert  Colmery,  commissioned  February  12,  1821. 
Joseph  Henderson,  commissioned  December  30,  1823. 
Joseph  Henderson,  commissioned  December  21,  1826. 
James  Ruple,  commissioned  February  7,  1828. 
James  Ruple,  commissioned  February  19,  1830. 
James  Ruple,  commissioned  January  25,  1833. 
James  Blaine,  commissioned  January  8,  1836. 
James  Ruple,  commissioned  February  5,  1839. 

Under  Constitution  of  1838. 

James  Ruple,  served  from  December  1,  1839. 
Alexander  G.  Marshman,  served  fi-om  December  1,  1842. 
William  Hays,  served  from  December  1,  1845. 
Robert  F.  Cooper,  served  from  December  1,  1848. 
George  Passmore,  served  from  December  1,  1851. 
David  Aiken,  served  fi-om  December  1,  1854. 
David  Aiken,  served  fi'om  December  1,  1857. 
David  Aiken,  served  from  December  1,  1860. 
William  Kidd,  served  from  December  1,  1863. 
William  Kidd,  served  from  December  1,  1866. 
Samuel  Ruth,  served  from  December  1,  1869. 
James  S.  Stocking,  served  from  December  1,  1872. 
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Under  Constitution  of  1874. 
James  S.  Stocking,  from  first  Monday  January,  1876. 
Benjamin  F.  Hasson,  from  first  Monday  January,  1879. 
Benjamin  F.  Hasson,  from  first  Monday  January,  1882. 
Clark  Riggle,  from  first  Monday  January,  1885;  died. 
Norman  E.  Clark,  served  from  August  10,  1887. 
Maynard  R.  Allen,  from  first  Monday  January,  1888. 
Maynard  R.  Allen,  from  first  Monday  January,  1891. 
Henry  T.  Bailey,  from  first  Monday  January,  1894. 
Henry  T.  Bailey,  from  first  Monday  January,  1897. 
Charles  E.  Baker,  from  first  Monday  January,  1900. 

EEGISTEES    OF    WILLS. 

James  Marshel,  commissioned  April  4,  1781. 
Thomas  Stokeley,  commissioned  November  19,  1784. 
Thomas  Stokeley,  commissioned  September  14,  1790. 
James  Marshal,  commissioned  August  17,  1791. 
Samuel  Clarke,  commissioned  March  6,  1795. 
John  Israel,  commissioned  January  15,  1800. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  December  1,  1806. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  March  6,  1809. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  December  10,  1811. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  April  9,  1818. 
Robert  Colmery,  commissioned  May  6,  1819. 
Samuel  Lyon,  commissioned  February  12,  1821. 
Robert  Colmery,  commissioned  December  30,  1823. 
Robert  Colmery,  commissioned  December  21,  1826. 
John  Grayson,  Sr.,  commissioned  March  19,  1830. 
John  Grayson,  Sr.,  commissioned  January  25,  1833. 
Samuel  Cunningham,  commissioned  January  8,  1836. 
James  Gordon,  commissioned  February  5,  1839. 

Elected  under  Constitution  of  1838. 
George  Morrison,  commissioned  December  1,  1839. 
James  Spriggs,  commissioned  November  12,  1842. 
William  Workman,  commissioned  November  17,  1845. 
Odell  Squier,  commissioned  November  25,  1848. 
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John  Grayson,  Jr.,  commissioned  November  22,  1851. 
John  Meloy,  commissioned  November  14,  1854. 
Harvey  J.  Vankirk,  commissioned  November  13,  1857. 
William  A.  Mickey,  commissioned  November  23,  1860. 
William  A.  Mickey,  commissioned  November  13,  1863. 
George  Buchanan,  commissioned  November  8,  1866. 
I.  Y.  Hamilton,  commissioned  November  20,  1869. 
A.  O.  Day,  commissioned  November  7,  1872. 
A.  O.  Day,  commissioned  December  16,  1875. 
W.  H.  Underwood,  commissioned  December  12,  1878. 
John  F.  Cooper,  commissioned  December  20,  1881. 
John  F.  Cooper,  commissioned  December  17,  1884. 
James  B.  Kennedy,  commissioned  December  14,  1887. 
James  B.  Kennedy,  commissioned  December  19,  1890. 
O.  M.  Hartley,  commissioned  December  19,  1893. 
O.  M.  Hartley,  commissioned  December  19,  1896. 
W.  C.  Eobison,  commissioned  December  27,  1899. 

BECOKDEKS    OF    DEEDS. 

James  Marshel,  commissioned  April  4,  1781. 
Thomas  Stokeley,  commissioned  November  19,  1784. 
Thomas  Stokeley,  commissioned  September  14,  1790. 
James  Marshel,  commissioned  August  17,  1791. 
Samuel  Clarke,  commissioned  March  6,  1795. 
John  Israel,  commissioned  January  15,  1800. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  December  1,  1806. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  March  6,  1809. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  December  10,  1811. 
Isaac  Kerr,  commissioned  April  9,  1818. 
Kobert  Colmery,  commissioned  May  6,  1819. 
Samuel  Lyon,  commissioned  February  12,  1821. 
Robert  Colmery,  commissioned  December  30,  1828. 
Robert  Colmery,  commissioned  December  21,  1826. 
William  Hoge,  commissioned  January  25,  1830. 
William  Hoge,  commissioned  January,  1833. 
William  H.  Cornwall,  commissioned  January  8,  1836. 
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James  Brown,  commissioned  November  14,  1889. 
James  Brown,  commissioned  November  12,  1842. 
James  Brown,  commissioned  November  17,  1845. 
T.  C.  Morrison,  commissioned  November  25,  1848. 
T.  C.  Morrison,  commissioned  November  22,  1851. 
Cyrus  Underwood,  commissioned  November  14,  1854. 
Freeman  Brady,  Jr.,  commissioned  November  13,  1857. 
William  H.  Horn,  commissioned  November  23,  1860. 
Alvin  King,  commissioned  November  13,  1863. 
M.  L.  A.  McCracken,  commissioned  November  8,  1866. 
John  P.  Charlton,  commisssioned  November  20,  1869. 
Selden  L.  Wilson,  commissioned  November  7,  1872. 
James  A.  Galbraith,  commissioned  December  16,  1875. 
W.  Hughes,  Jr.,  commissioned  December  12,  1878. 
W.  Hughes,  Jr.,  commissioned  December  9,  1881. 

D.  M.  Pry,  commissioned  December  17,  1884. 

A.  F.  Hemphill,  commissioned  December  14,  1887. 
L.  M.  Axtell,  commissioned  December  19,  1890,  died. 
Patrick  Hoey,  commissioned  May  26,  1891. 

E.  N.  Duulap,  commissioned  December  22,  1891. 
E.  N.  Dunlap,  commissioned  December  19,  1894. 
W.  Frank  Penn,  commissioned  December  16,  1897. 
W.  Frank  Penn,  commissioned  December  20,  1900. 


COUNTY    COMMISSIONERS. 

George  Vallandigham,  served  from  November  30,  1781. 
Thomas  Crooks,  served  from  November  30,  1781. 
John  McDowell,  served  from  November  30,  1781. 
George  McCormick,  served  from  December  4,  1782. 
Demas  Lindley,  served  from  November  10,  1783. 
James  Allison,  served  from  November  1,  1784. 
James  McCready,  served  from  November,  1785. 
James  Bradford,  served  from  November,  1786. 
Thomas  Marquis,  served  from  November,  1787. 
Henry  Vanmetre,  served  from  November,  1788. 
James  McCready,  served  from  November,  1789. 
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William  Meetkirke,  served  from  November,  1790. 
James  Brice,  served  from  November,  1791. 
Zachariah  Gapen,  served  from  November,  1792. 
Isaac  Leet,  Jr.,  served  from  October  24,  1793. 
Samuel  Clarke,  served  from  October  28,  1794. 
William  Zeator,  served  from  October  24,  1795. 
John  Cotton,  served  from  October  19,  1796. 
Robert  McCready,  served  from  November  8,  1796. 
James  Brice,  served  from  October  11,  1797. 
William  Campbell,  served  from  October  19,  1798. 
Joshua  Anderson,  served  from  October  12,  1799. 
Isaac  Leet,  Jr.,  served  from  October  23,  1800. 
Robert  Machan,  served  from  October  19,  1801. 
John  Lyle,  served  fi'om  October  25,  1802. 
Thomas  Hopkins,  served  from  October  24,  1803. 
Edward  Todd,  served  from  October  22,  1804. 
John  Colmery,  served  from  October  29,  1805. 
Aaron  Lyle,  served  from  October  23,  1806. 
Joseph  Alexander,  served  from  October  26,  1807. 
William  Marshall,  served  from  October  31,  1808. 
Moses  McWhister,  served  from  October  .18,  1809. 
Isaac  Leet,  served  from  October  29,  1810. 
Daniel  Kehr,  served  from  October,  1811. 
William  Vance,  served  from  October,  1812. 
John  Brownlee,  served  from  October,  1813. 
John  Reed,  served  from  October,  1814. 
Walter  Craig,  served  from  October,  1815. 
James  Gordon,  served  from  March  18,  1816. 
David  Little,  served  from  October,  1816. 
Jonathan  Knight,  served  from  October,  1816. 
Moses  Lyle,  served  from  October,  1817. 
John  Lacock,  served  from  October,  1818. 
Alexander  Scott,  served  from  October,  1819. 
Matthias  Luce,  served  from  October,  1820. 
William  McCreary,  served  from  October,  1821. 
John  Urie,  served  from  October  18,  1822. 
John  McCoy,  served  from  October,  1823. 
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Kobert  Moore,  served  from  October,  1824. 
Bobert  Patterson,  served  from  October,  1825. 
Wallace  Mc Williams,  served  from  October,  1826. 
Eobert  Love,  served  from  November  5,  1827. 
Thomas  Axtell,  served  from  October  27,  1828. 
Isaac  Hodgens,  served  from  November,  1829. 
Samuel  Cunningham,  served  from  November  1,  1830. 
James  McBurney,  served  from  December  5,  1831. 
William  V.  Leet,  served  from  June  30,  1832. 
James  Miller,  served  from  November  5,  1832. 
Jesse  Cooper,  served  from  December  3,  1832. 
William  McElroy,  served  from  January  6,  1834. 
James  Lee,  served  from  December  6,  1884. 
Sheshbazzar  Bentley,  Jr.,  served  from  December,  1835. 

Benjamin  Anderson,  served  from ,  1836. 

Jehu  Jackman,  served  from ,  1836. 

Matthew  Linn,  served  from  November,  1837. 
Andrew  Shearer,  served  from  November  5,  1838. 
James  Pollock,  served  from  November,  1839. 
Samuel  Linton,  served  from  November  2,  1840. 
Hugh  Craig,  served  from  November  8,  1841. 
Thomas  Byers,  served  from  November  7,  1842. 
George  Passmore,  served  from  November  6,  1843. 
James  Donehoo,  served  from  November  4,  1844. 
Alexander  Frazier,  served  from  November  3,  1845. 
Dutton  Shannon,  served  from  November  3,  1846. 
John  McAllister,  served  from  ovember  1,  1847. 
John  Birch,  served  from  November  6,  1848. 
Andrew  Bruce,  served  from  November  5,  1849. 
Samuel  Becket,  served  from  November  4,  1850. 
Isaac  Thompson,  served  from  November  3,  1851. 
Thomas  McCarrell,  served  from  November  1,  1852. 
Daniel  Swickard,  served  from  November  7,  1853. 
John  Stewart,  served  from  November  6,  1854. 
John  N.  Walker,  served  from  November  5,  1855. 
Nathan  Cleaver,  served  from  November  3,  1856. 
Joseph  Vankirk,  served  from  November  3,  1857. 
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0.  P.  Cook,  served  from  November  1,  1858. 
George  Taylor,  served  from  November  7,  1859. 
James  S.  Elliot,  served  from  November  5,  1860. 
Abel  M.  Evans,  served  from  November  5,  1861. 
Francis  Nelson,  served  from  November  3,  1862. 
Joseph  W.  Cowen,  served  from  November  2,  1863. 
Thomas  J.  Bell,  served  from  November  7,  1864. 
James  Walker,  served  from  November  6,  1865. 
Samuel  K.  Weirich,  served  from  November  1,  1866. 
H.  B.  McLean,  served  from  November  1,  1867. 
James  Kerr,  served  from  November  2,  1868. 

S.  P.  Eiddle,  served  from  November  1,  1869. 
James  Craighead,  served  from  November  7,  1870. 
John  Hemphill,  served  from  November  6,  1871. 
J.  G.  Barr,  served  from  November  4,  1872. 
Alexander  McCleary,  served  from  November  3,  1878. 
Joseph  A.  Gaston,  served  from  January  4,  1875. 
Josiah  Cooper,  served  from  January  3,  1876. 
William  Hazen,  served  from  January  3,  1876. 
Joseph  Gaston,  served  from  January  3,  1876. 
Elijah  Townsend,  served  from  January  6,  1879. 
M.  M.  Brockmau,  served  from  January  6,  1879. 
S.  E.  Hawkins,  served  from  January  6,  1879. 
William  Perrin,  Sr.,  served  from  January  2,  1882. 
John  T.  Koberts,  served  from  January  2,  1882. 

1.  V.  Eiddle,  served  from  January  2,  1882. 
David  Bradford,  served  from  January  5,  1885. 
Joseph  L.  Eoss,  served  from  January  5,  1885. 
A.  T.  Holder,  served  from  January  5,  1885. 
Demas  W.  Eegester,  served  from  January  2,  1888. 
David  E.  McNary,  served  from  January  2,  1888. 
Eobert  G.  Taylor,  served  from  January  2,  1888. 
William  S.  Bailey,  served  from  January  5,  1891. 
James  W.  Pollock,  served  from  January  5,  1891. 
John  E.  Stewart,  served  from  January  5,  1891. 
William  S.  Bailey,  served  from  January  1,  1894. 
Samuel  Farrer,  served  from  January  1,  1894. 
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James  Nelson,  served  from  January  1,  1894. 
John  M.  Duun,  served  from  January  4,  1897. 
William  G.  Shillito,  served  from  January  4,  1897. 
John  P.  Charlton,  served  from  January  4,  1897 ;  died. 
J.  Murray  Clark,  served  from  July  26,  1898;  vacancy. 
John  M.  Dunn,  served  from  January  1,  1900. 
William  G.  Shillito,  served  from  January  1,  1900. 
Tom  P.  Sloan,  served  from  January  1,  1900. 

CLEBKS   TO   COMMISSIONERS. 

James  McCreary,  served  from  1782  to  February  6,  1793. 
John  Colerick,  Sr.,  served  from  February  6,  1793. 
Isaac  Kerr,  served  from  October  12,  1799. 
Robert  Moore,  served  from  October  19,  1801. 
John  Gilmore,  served  from  October  4,  1803. 
David  McKeehan,  served  from  October  22,  1804. 
Alexander  Blair,  served  from  October  29,  1805. 
William  Baird,  served  from  October  31,  1808. 
John  Baird,  served  from  October,  1814. 
Eobert  Jackson,  served  from  October,  1819. 
Thomas  Good,  served  from  October,  1822. 
James  Palmer,  served  from  October,  1834. 
William  Hughes,  served  from  November  8,  1841. 
William  R.  Oliver,  served  from  November  6,  1843. 
Adam  Silvey,  served  from  November  3,  1845. 
David  P.  Lowery,  served  from  November  7,  1853. 
John  Gamble,  served  from  November  6,  1854. 
Elias  McClelland,  served  from  November  3,  1857. 
Samuel  Linton,  served  from  November  1,  1858. 
Isaac  H.  Longdon,  served  from  November  7,  1864. 
Joseph  A.  McKee,  served  from  November  1,  1869. 
John  Grayson,  Jr.,  served  from  December  5,  1870. 
John  E.  Bell,  served  from  December  3,  1872. 
Addison  Winters,  served  from  July  6,  1874. 
William  A.  Mickey,  served  from  January  1,  1879. 
William  A.  Mickey,  served  from  January  2,  1882. 
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N.  R.  Baker,  served  from  January  5,  1885. 
J.  R.  Bair,  served  from  January  2,  1888. 
Wilson  S.  Campbell,  served  fi'om  January  5,  1891. 
W.  Frank  Penn,  served  from  January  1,  1894. 
George  E.  Lockhart,  served  from  January  4,  1897. 
George  E.  Lockhart,  served  from  January  1,  1900. 

COUNTY   TREASURERS. 

Andrew  Swearingen,  served  from  1783  to  June  22,  1795. 

David  Redick,  served  from  June  22,  1795. 

Isaac  Kerr,  served  from  June  23,  1801. 

Daniel  Kehr,  served  from  June,  1806. 

Robert  Colmery,  served  from  August  18,  1809. 

James  Blaine,  served  from  August  24,  1812. 

William  Baird,  served  from  August  11,  1815. 

Thomas  Good,  served  from  August  11,  1818. 

Thomas  Good,  served  from  August  4,  1819. 

Thomas  Good,  served  from  August  8,  1820. 

Samuel  Workman,  served  from  August,  1822. 

James  Daugherty,  served  from  November,  1823. 

James  Allison,  served  from  January,  1824. 

Isaac  Leet,  served  from  January,  1826. 

Samuel  McFarland,  served  from  January  6,  1830. 

Samuel  Marshall,  served  from  January,  1832. 

Benjamin  S.  Stewart,  served  from  January,  1833. 

Samuel  Marshall,  served  from  January,  1834. 

Henry  Langley,  served  from  February,  1835. 

Zaehariah  Reynolds,  served  from  January,  1838. 

William  Workman,  served  from  Octobei',  1841. 

William  Hughes,  served  from  October,  1843. 

James  D.  McGugin,  served  from  October,  1845. 

Robert  K.  Todd,  served  from  October,  1847. 

Norton  McGiffin,  served  from  October,  1849. 

John  Hall,  served  from  October,  1851. 

Thaddeus  Stanton,  served  from  October,  1853. 

H.  B.  Elliot,  served  from  October  22,  1855. 
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Thomas  Martindale,  served  from  November  13,  1857. 
John  E.  Bell,  served  from  November  30,  1859. 
James  Pollock,  served  from  November  27,  1861. 
William  S.  Moore,  served  from  February  22,  1862. 
J.  W.  Douds,  served  from  November  13,  1863. 
A.  W.  Pollock,  served  from  November  16,  1865. 
James  P.  Hart,  served  from  December  3,  1867. 
James  B.  Gibson,  served  from  November  20,  1869. 
James  P.  Sayer,  served  from  November  17,  1871. 
J.  C.  French,  served  from  November  21,  1873. 
A.  L.  HawkiuSj  served  from  December  16,  1875. 
S.  C.  McGregor,  from  first  Monday  January,  1879. 
George  L.  Hill,  from  first  Monday  January,  1882. 
Samuel  P.  Fergus,  from  first  Monday  January,  1885. 
Andrew  S.  Eagleson,  from  first  Monday  January,  1888. 
William  B.  Chambers,  from  first  Monday  January,  1891. 
Samuel  L.  Kennedy,  from  first  Monday  January,  1894. 
John  W.  Hallam,  from  first  Monday  January,  1897. 
W.  Scott  Armsti'ong,  from  first  Monday  January,  1900. 

COUNTY   SUPEKINTENDENTS   OF   COMMON   SCHOOLS. 

John  L.  Gow,  served  from  July  5,  1854. 

Isaac  H.  Longdon,  served  from  June  3,  1857, 

A.  J.  Buffington,  served  from  April  19,  1861. 

J.  C.  Gilchrist,  served  from  June  4,  1866. 

William  G.  Fee,  served  from  June  4,  1869. 

A.  J.  Buffington,  served  from  June  7,  1875. 

J.  B.  K.  McCollum,  served  from  June  6,  1878. 

E.  W.  Mouck,  served  from  June  4,  1881 ;  died. 

George  A.  Spindler,  from  March  1,  1882,  for  vacancy. 

George  A.  Spindler,  served  from  June,  1884. 

George  A.  Spindler,  served  from  June,  1887. 

Byron  E.  Tombaugh,  served  from  June  5,  1890. 

Byron  E.  Tombaugh,  served  from  June,  1893. 

Frank  E.  Hall,  served  from  June  4,  1896. 

Frank  R.  Hall,  served  from  June,  1900. 
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To  account  for  the  difficulties  in  making  tlie  foregoing 
lists,  the  commissions  were  sometimes  unrecorded,  and  when 
recorded  not  indexed.  And  as  to  officers  not  commissioned 
but  their  election  certified,  the  beginnings  of  the  terms 
of  service  were  not  noted.  Moreover,  in  consequence  of  the 
changes  in  the  places  of  keeping  the  records,  made  neces- 
sary of  late  in  the  work  of  tearing  down  and  rebuilding, 
many  of  the  records  themselves  are  as  yet  inaccessible.  It 
would  be  regarded  as  a  kindness  for  any  reader  to  point 
out  errors  discovered. 


XIV. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  ATTORNEYS. 


Heeetofore,  beginning  on  page  262,  we  have  given  the 
Boll  of  Attorneys  from  the  organization  of  our  courts  of  jus- 
tice, each  attorney  appearing  in  that  roll  with  the  others 
admitted  at  and  about  the  time  of  his  admission,  indicat- 
ing in  a  way  his  place  with  those  others  in  the  history 
of  the  bar.  We  now  throw  all  the  names  in  that  roll  into 
an  alphabetical  list,  to  enable  one  more  readily  to  find  the 
name  and  date  of  admission  of  any  particular  attorney,  and 
then  to  turn  to  the  former  roll  to  find  his  contemporaries. 
We  think  that  members  of  the  bar  and  their  friends  will 
appreciate  both  these  lists. 

The  attorneys  practicing  regularly  at  our  bar  in  1900,  and 
resident  in  the  county,  are  designated  by  small  capitals. 

Acheson,  George  W.  December,  1830. 

Acheson,  Alexander  W.  June,  1832. 

Acheson,  George  February,  1843. 

Acheson,  Marcus  W.  May,  1852. 

Acheson,  Marcus  C.  February,  1869. 

Acheson,  Joseph  McK.  April,  1871. 

Acheson,  Ernest  F.  August,  1877. 
Acheson,  Charles  Louis  Valcoulon     March,  1898. 

Addison,  Alexander  March,  1787. 

Addison,  Alexander  December,  1820. 

Aiken,  A.  W.  May,  1864. 

Aiken,  John  December,  1869. 

Aiken,  Blaine  March,  1901. 

Alden,  T.  J.  Fox  December,  1838. 

Allen,  Maynard  December,  1900. 

Allison,  James  January,  1796. 
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Allison,  William 
Allison,  Richard  J. 
Alter,  Solomon 
Amspokek,  Samuel 
Anderson,  A.  H. 
Andrews,  Asa 
Appleton,  George  E. 
Armstrong,  George 
Ashbrook,  James 
Austin,  John  M. 
Avery,  J.  P. 
Ayers,  William 

Bailey,  Thomas 
Bailey,  Isaac 
Baird,  Thomas  H. 
Baird,  William 
Baird,  Thomas  H.,  Jr. 
Baird,  William 
Baikd,  Frank  Eugene' 
Baker,  George  Plumer 
Baldwin,  Henry 
Baldwin,  Daniel 
Bane,  John  Cdeey 
Bard,  Richard 
Barnett,  James  Elder 
Barr,  R.  Galy 
Barr,  William  Archibald 
Barton,  John 
Baum,  Isaac  Wellington 
Beall,  Thomas  B. 
Becker,  Leopold 
Beckett,  Joseph  B. 
Beebe,  Walter  B. 
Bell,  D.  W. 
Bell,  Solomon 
>  Died  January  15,  1902. 


September,  1835. 
November,  1845. 
May,  1843. 
December,  1885. 
June,  1897. 
June,  1819. 
August,  1846. 
June,  1798. 
November,  1798. 
October,  1820, 
November,  1839. 
November,  1798. 

July,  1797. 
August,  1862. 
July,  1808. 
June,  1812. 
February,  1846. 
August,  1849. 
May,  1890. 
January,  1892. 
June,  1815. 
March,  1838. 
January,  1890. 

,  1825. 

January,  1890. 
August,  1865. 
August,  1877. 
July,  1878. 
January,  1896. 
October,  1834. 
December,  1871. 
December,  1812. 
December,  1818. 
May,  1852. 
December,  1867. 
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Bentley,  lanthus  February,  1866. 

Berry,  James  L.  October,  1875. 

Berry  man,  J.  W.  November,  1891. 

Bible,  Frank  E.  February,  1896. 

Biddle,  Eichard  March,  1824. 

Bigham,  Thomas  J.  August,  1837. 

Birch,  Thomas  Fleming  June,  1880. 

Black,  Boss  February,  1841. 

Black,  James  L.  August,  1869. 

Blair,  David  June,  1836. 

Blakeley,  William  October,  1872. 

Boggs,  William  M.  October,  1877. 

Bowman,  James  L.  January,  1817. 

Bowman,  William  L.  November,  1852. 

Boyce,  Ebenezer  August,  1844. 

Boyd,  Thomas  November,  1861. 

Boyd,  Laurence  Reed  March,  1901. 

Brackenridge,  Hugh  M.  (H.)  October,  1781. 

Brackenridge,  H.  H.  October,  1814. 

Brackenridge,  Alexander  March,  1818. 

Braddock,  John  R.  June,  1874. 

Braden,  John  D.  February,  1853. 

Braden,  John  M.  March,  1879. 

Braden,  Alfred  Goodrich  April,  1895. 

Braden,  James  Paul  December,  1900. 

Bradford,  David  April,  1782. 

Brady,  John  S.  June,  1817. 

Brady,  Jasper  E.  February,  1857. 

Brady,  Freeman,  Jr.  May,  1860. 

Brown,  William  H.  June,  1823. 

Brown,  David  W.  August,  1869. 
Brownlee,  Thos.  Beveridge  Hanna     December,  1885. 

Brownlee,  James  Pollock  March,  1901. 

Brownson,  James  Irwin  October,  1878. 

Buchanan,  Andrew  July,  1811. 

Buchanan,  J.  A.  J.  November,  1848. 

Buckingham,  Simon  November,  1863 
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Burgwin,  Hill 
Burgwin,  George  C. 
BuRNSiDE,  James  Eamset 
Butler,  William  Nelson 

Caldwell,  Alexander 
Caldwell,  George  W. 
Callender,  Robert 
Campbell,  Parker 
Campbell,  Henry  M. 
Campbell,  John  C. 
Campbell,  Francis  0. 
Campbell,  Charles  White 
Carpenter,  James  McFadden 
Carson,  James 
Chalfant,  Odell  Sweitzer 
Chapline,  John  H. 
Christy,  B.  C. 
Clark,  Henry  H. 
Clark,  James  Murray 
Clark,  Norman  Emmett 
Clarke,  Samuel  Clokey 
Cleavinger,  Samuel 
Cloyd,  John 
Cochran,  Samuel  N. 
Cochran,  A.  G. 
Cochran,  George  R. 
Cole,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Coleman,  Charles 
Collins,  Thomas 
Cook,  Samuel  C. 
Cooper,  Robert  F. 
Craft,  James  S. 
Craft,  W.  Merwin 
Craig,  David 
Craig,  John  H. 
Crawford,  David 


April,  1863. 

June,  1878. 
June,  1891. 
June,  1897. 

June,  1817. 
August,  1862. 
August,  1799. 
December,  1794. 
June,  1818. 
November,  1823. 
June,  1830. 
January,  1890. 
October,  1878. 
June,  1786. 
December,  1891. 
July,  1810. 
December,  1872. 
May,  1844. 
November,  1861. 
December,  1885. 
January,  1880. 
October,  1832. 
August,  1798. 
May,  1855. 
February,  1868. 
May,  1868. 
May,  1855. 
June,  1826. 
March,  1795. 
March,  1879. 
May,  1842. 
December,  1818. 
December,  1899. 
February,  1848. 
May,  1856. 
February,  1862. 
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Crawford,  William  O. 

Creacraft,  Elbridge  G. 

Creacraft,  Elbridge  G. 

Creigli,  Thomas 

Creigli,  Samuel 

Creigli,  John  D. 

Crenshaw,  Julian  B. 

Cbumkine,  Boyd 

Crumriue,  Bishop 

Crumrine,  Ernest  Ethelbert 

Cunningham,  Thomas 

Dalzell,  John 
Davis,  Jacob 
Davis,  John  M. 
Dawson,  John 
Deford,  John  H. 
Denny,  Harmar 
Dickson,  Joseph  Martin 
Doddridge,  Philip 
Donaldson,  John  W. 
Donehoo,  Daniel 
Donehoo,  John  R. 
DoNNAN,  John  White 
DoNNAN,  Alvan 
DouGAN,  Henry  M.' 
Douglass,  Joseph 
Duncan,  Thomas 
Duncan,  Thomas  Jefferson 
Dunlop,  James 

Eagleson,  James  Pyles 
Edgington,  Jesse 
Edgington,  Daniel  M. 
Ege,  Peter  F. 
Ellmaker,  Elias  E. 
'  Died  July  7,  1902. 


May,  1876. 
August,  1846. 
February,  1873. 
July,  1796. 
December,  1829. 
February,  1844. 
December,  1876. 
August,  1861. 
August,  1867. 
February,  1886. 
June,  1813. 

January,  1874. 
February,  1871. 
January,  1877. 
June,  1819. 
February,  1841. 
December,  1818. 
June,  1882. 
July,  1811. 
December,  1867. 
May,  1849. 
May,  1858. 
August,  1867. 
January,  1877. 
May,  1869. 
August,  1805. 
December,  1782. 
October,  1875. 
February,  1844. 

January,  1896. 
October,  1810. 
April,  1839. 
August,  1840. 
February,  1805. 
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Enoch,  David  F. 
Espy,  David 
Evans,  Samuel 
Ewing,  Nathaniel 
Ewing,  John  Hoge 
Ewing,  Thomas 
Ewing,  James  Chambeks 

Farrar,  W.  M. 
Ferero,  Eugene 
Fetterman,  W.  W. 
Fetterman,   Nathaniel  P. 
Fetterman,  George 
Fitzhugh,  Samuel  H. 
Fitzwilliams,  Francis  P. 
Flenniken,  Francis  C. 
Flenniken,  John  C. 
Forrest,  Joshua  E. 
Forward,  Walter 
Foster,  Alexander  William 
Frew,  Samuel 
Fuller,  A.  S. 

Galbraith,  Eobert 
Galbraith,  Edgar 
Gantz,  Henky 
Gapen,  William  E. 
Garrett,  John  S. 
Gass,  Thomas  J. 
Gazzam,  Edward  D. 
Gibson,  Eobert  M. 
Gibson,  Eobert 
Gilmore,  John 
Glenn,  John 
Good,  J.  Hanson 
Goodenow,  John  M. 
Gormly,  Samuel 


May,  1877. 
January,  1782. 
March,  1822. 
June,  1816. 
June,  1818. 
February,  1858. 
February,  1887. 

May,  1848. 
November,  1855. 
November,  1824. 
June,  1831. 
May,  1870. 
September,  1819. 
August,  1858. 
November,  1842. 

1849. 

May,  1869. 
December,  1812. 
February,  1802. 
April,  1839. 
February,  1854. 

April,  1782. 
January,  1874. 
May,  1865. 
February,  1859. 
December,  1820. 
January,  1834. 
March,  1827. 
August,  1853. 
March,  1894. 
August,  1801. 
June,  1829. 
February,  1873. 
June,  1817. 
June,  1830. 
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Gow,  John  Louden 
Gow,  Alexander  M. 
Gow,  John  L.,  Jr. 
Gow,  George  L. 
Grayson,  William 
Gregg,  Ellis 
Guthrie,  George  W. 
Guyler,  W.  G. 

Hadden,  Thomas 
Hamilton,  Isaac  Young 
Hart,  George  Scott 
Haet,  John  Campbell 
Harvey,  William 
Hasbrouck,  Cicero 
Hawkins,  William  G. 
Haymaker,  Joseph  S. 
Hays,  Charles  McClure 
Hays,  Joseph 
Hazzard,  Thomas  E. 
Hazzabd,  Veknon 
Heaton,  Hiram 
Henderson,  Joseph 
Henderson,  Oliver  M. 
Henry,  Thomas 
Hess,  Geant  Ephhaim 
Heyl,  George 
Hoffman,  E.  C. 
Hoffman,  George  A.,  Jr. 
Hoon,  John  McCracken 
Hopkins,  John  H. 
Hopkins,  Andrew 
Howell,  Joshua  B. 
Howell,  Alfred 
Huffnagle,  Michael 
Hughes,  Thomas  McKennan 
Hughes,  Haldain  Bayne 


January,  1825. 
May,  1857. 
February,  1866. 
May,  1867. 
August,  1816. 
February,  1851. 
February,  1882. 
January,  1872. 

October,  1796. 

May,  1861. 
August,  1846. 
February,  1898. 
March,  1819. 
May,  1869. 
March,  1821. 
May,  1877. 
August,  1860. 
November,  1865. 
November,  1840. 
November,  1901. 
March,  1819. 
May,  1839. 
October,  1894. 
May,  1874. 
June,  1892. 
May,  1799. 
February,  1868. 
October,  1875. 
August,  1873. 
June,  1823. 
November,  1847. 
June,  1831. 
February,  1851. 
December,  1782. 
June,  1880. 
November,  1895. 
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Hughes,  Blanchaed  Glenn 
Humrickhouse,  Thomas  S. 
Hurd,  Seth  T. 

Ingall,  E.  C. 
Irwin,  Samuel 
Irwin,  Thomas 
Ikwin,  Robert  Wilson 
Israel,  Charles  H. 

Jackson,  Oscar  L. 
Jennings,  Obadiah 
Jennings,  David 
Johnston,  Thomas 
Johnston,  William  F. 
Johnston,  Job 
Jones,  George  Olympus 
Jones,  J.  B. 
Jones,  Harry  A. 
JuDsoN,  James  Lawrence 
JuDsoN,  James  Carter 

Kaine,  Daniel 
Kelso,  Charles  W. 
Kennedy,  John 
Kennedy,  John  M. 
Keppele,  George  Henry 
Kerr,  Isaac 
King,  Sampson  Smith 
King,  William  W. 
Kingston,  Samuel 
Kirker,  J.  W. 
Knox,  Egbert  Welch 
Koontz,  Eobert  Hamilton 
Krepps,  John  B. 

Lacock,  Ira  J. 
Lacy,  B.  W. 


Januai-y,  1896. 
October,  1832. 
May,  1841. 

February,  1846. 
October,  1781. 
December,  1810. 
June,  1881. 
November,  1824. 

August,  1870. 
November,  1801. 
June,  1813. 
November,  1798. 
August,  1843. 
February,  1845. 
August,  1871. 
April,  1874. 
July,  1898. 
August,  1851. 
January,  1877. 

August,  1849. 
October,  1832. 
August,  1799. 
June,  1875. 
September,  1795. 
August,  1800. 
February,  1802. 
January,  1825. 
August,  1841. 
August,  1866. 
October,  1896. 
August,  1840. 
August,  1853. 

August,  1858. 
November,  1854. 
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Lane,  Eichard  Oarr 
Lazear,  Thomas  J. 
Lee,  Richard  H. 
Leet,  Isaac 
Leet,  Daniel 
Leet,  Jonathan  D. 
Leet,  Daniel  W. 
Lewis,  R.  P. 
Lindsey,  James 
Lindsey,  William  C. 
Linn,  William 
Linn,  Andrew  Morrison 
Little,  Leroy  Woods 
Lucas,  B.  F. 
Lyon,  John 
Lyon,  Samuel 

Magill,  James  Alexander 
Mahon,  Samuel  Sidney 
Marquis,  John  S.,  Jr. 
Marsh,  Eoswell 
Marshel,  John 
Martin,  David  H. 
Martindale,  JohnW. 
Mason,  Thomas 
Massey,  Mordecai  B. 
Meason,  Isaac,  Jr. 
Meloy,  Robert  Henry 
Meredith,  Simon 
Messenger,  John  C. 
Miller,  Jacob  B. 
Miller,  Alexander 
Miller,  George  W. 
Miller,  A.  S. 
Miller,  Julius  Philip 
Miller,  Julius  Philip,  Jr. 
Miller,  George  Peyton 


July,  1810. 
April,  1879. 
January,  1834. 
June,  1826. 
May,  1839. 
November,  1843. 
November,  1863. 
May,  1859. 
November,  1859. 
May,  1862. 
May,  1850. 
March,  1886. 
May,  1861. 
May,  1871. 
October,  1797. 
October,  1814. 

March,  1900. 
October,  1796. 
March,  1879. 
November,  1823, 
October,  1807. 
April,  1875. 
August,  1884. 
August,  1798. 
May,  1861. 
August,  1803. 
July,  1898. 
November,  1841. 
February,  1854. 
March,  1821. 
May,  1845. 
February,  1853. 
August,  1876. 
October,  1879. 
November,  1895. 
June,  1882. 
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Mills,  "William  August,  1855. 

Moninger,  John  A.  March,  1876. 

Montgomery,  James  October,  1796. 

Montgomery,  William  November,  1841. 

Montgomery,  B.  Frank  May,  1876. 

Montooth,  Charles  C.  March,  1878. 

Moody,  E.  S.  February,  1848. 

Moore,  Kobert  August,  1801. 

Moore,  William  S.  November,  1848. 

Morehead,  John  W.  February,  1876. 

Moreland,  W.  C.  August,  1867. 

Morgan,  Thomas  March,  1813. 

Morgan,  Thomas  Gibbs  June,  1821. 

Morgan,  Albert  Thomas  May,  1899. 

Morrison,  James  September,  1795. 

Morrison,  Joseph  S.  November,  1847. 

Morrison,  A.  P.  February,  1854. 

Morrison,  E.  L.  February,  1868. 

Mott,  Jonathan  W.  November,  1858. 

Mountain,  James  November,  1801. 

Mountain,  A.  S.  March,  1823. 

Mueller,  H.  P.  August,  1870. 

Mueller,  John  August,  1870. 

Murdoch,  Alexander  August,  1843. 

Murdoch,  John  Huey  August,  1873. 

Murdoch,  Edgar  Boyle  December,  1899. 

Myers,  H.  Eussell  June,  1897. 

McBride,  Archibald  August,  1859. 

MoBuRNEY,  James  MgAuley  April,  1885. 

McCandles,  Wilson  August,  1846. 

McCakbell,  Lodowick  August,  1869. 

McClung,  S.  A.  April,  1872. 

McConnaughey,  E.  F.  September,  1835. 

McConnell,  Eobert  A.  February,  1862. 

McCoNNELL,  Ealph  Cushman  March,  1877. 

McCord,  Charles  W.  October,  1875. 
McCracken,  Martin  Luther  Axtell  May,  1867. 


ALPHABETICAL   LIST   OF   ATTORNEYS. 


331 


McCbacken,  Bertram  E. 
McCracken,  Daniel  N. 
McCreary,  John  H. 
McDonald,  John 
McDonald,  William  E. 
McDowell,  James  Webster 
McDowell,  John  Wilton 
McEnrue,  William 
McFadden,  Obadiah  B. 
McFadden,  William  S. 
McFarland,  Samuel 
McFaeland,  Joseph  Fulton 
McGiffin,  Thomas 
McGiffin,  Thomas 
McGiflSn,  George  W. 
McGiffin,  James  Q. 
Mcllvaine,  G.  W. 
Mcllvaine,  E.  F. 
Mcllvaine,  John  A.  (P.  J.) 
McIlvaine,  Winfield 
Mcllvaine,  Charles  G. 


March,  1893. 
April,  1871. 
May,  1876. 
December,  1807. 
June,  1831. 
August,  1869. 
September,  1900. 
December,  1870. 
February,  1843. 
August,  1872. 
December,  1827. 
October,  1878. 
February,  1807. 
February,  1811. 
November,  1816. 
June,  1882. 
August,  1844. 
August,  1844. 
August,  1867. 
June,  1883. 
February,  1887. 


McIlvaine,  Wm.  Alexander  Hamilton  October,  1898. 
McKee,  John  November,  1847. 

McKeehan,  David  December,  1792. 

McKennan,  Thos.  McKean  Thompson  October,  1814. 
McKennan,  James  W.  June,  1825. 

McKennan,  William  June,  1837. 

McKennan,  John  D.  October,  1879. 

McKennan,  William,  Jr.  August,  1886. 

McMahon,  Peter  B.  August,  1855. 

McWilliams,  John  W.  December,  1867. 


Naylor,  Charles 
Nease,  James  Sebastian 
Nesbit,  Thomas 
Neville,  Morgan 
Nicholls,  John 


February,  1854. 
September,  1888. 
July,  1797. 
December,  1808. 
May,  1854. 
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Owens,  William,  Jr. 
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Paull,  George 
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Penny,  John  P. 
Pentecost,  Joseph 
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Pierson,  John  J. 
Piper,  James 
Playford,  William  H. 
Porter,  John 
Porter,  Thomas  W. 
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August,  1868. 
June,  1881. 
October,  1891. 

December,  1829. 
November,  1848. 
February,  1857. 
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May,  1877. 
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February,  1878. 
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November,  1850. 
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May,  1848. 
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August,  1805. 
February,  1849. 
February,  1860. 
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February,  1805. 
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Quail,  Huston  May,  1851. 


Kalpli,  John 
Keardon,  William 
Redick,  David 
Kedick,  Jonathan 
Eedick,  David 
Eeed,  David 
Eehn,  Clarence 
Eichardsou,  Nathaniel 
Eiggle,  Clark 
Eitchie,  A.  S. 
Eoberts,  Lewis 
Eodgers,  Thomas  L. 
Eodgers,  John  L. 
Eogers,  H.  G. 
Eogers,  Hugh  A. 
Eoote,  Ephraim 
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Eunyan,  Hill 
Euple,  John  G. 
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Sampson,  J.  Philpot  C. 
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Scott,  Thomas 
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Semmes,  Samuel  M. 
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March,  1790. 
March,  1879. 
December,  1782. 
November,  1803. 
December,  1810. 
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November,  1897. 
February,  1873. 
August,  1870. 
February,  1854. 
February,  1840. 
June,  1824. 
June,  1882. 
November,  1860. 
January,  1881. 
September,  1819. 

1784. 

September,  1792. 
February,  1805. 
April,  1861. 
May,  1866. 
May,  1863. 
May,  1861. 

October,  1781. 
September,  1791. 
June,  1815. 
December,  1869. 
September,  1791. 
January,  1901. 
June,  1828. 
November,  1853. 
November,  1798. 
June,  1822. 
March,  1817. 
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Shannon,  Joseph 
Shannon,  John 
Shannon,  James 
Shields,  Thomas  L. 
Shiras,  George,  Jr. 
Simonson,  John 
Simonson,  James  C 
Slagle,  Jacob  F. 
Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  Jonathan  B. 
Smith,  David  S. 
Smith,  Louis  K. 
Sprowls,  James  M. 
Sprowls,  Albert  Squires 
St.  Clair,  Daniel 
St.  Clair,  Arthur 
Steen,  Isaiah 
Steerett,  David 
Sterrett,  Charles  C. 
Stevenson,  Matthew  H. 
Stewart,  Benjamin  S. 
Stewart,  William  G. 
Stillwagen,  W.  C. 
Stockdale,  John  M. 
Stockton,  Daniel  M. 
Stokeley,  Samuel 
Stokes,  William  A. 
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Swartzwelder,  Marshal 
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Sweitzer,  J.  Bowman 


July,  1796. 
October,  1808. 
December,  1819. 
October,  1831. 
June,  1867. 
January,  1796. 
February,  1824. 
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January,  1782. 
March,  1823. 
August,  1865. 
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March,  1877. 
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September,  1789. 
September,  1794. 
February,  1840. 
April,  1888. 
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December,  1885. 
June,  1829. 
September,  1880. 
August,  1877. 
May,  1851. 
August,  1849. 
September,  1816. 
May,  1858. 
August,  1854. 
October,  1877. 
February,  1865. 
June,  1881. 
November,  1845. 


Tarr,  John 
Tarr,  Eugene 
Taylor,  James 
Taylor,  Samuel  O. 


October,  1808. 
November,  1863. 
September,  1806. 
November,  1863. 
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Taylor,  James  Frankliu  (A.  L.  J.)  October,  1879. 

Templeton,  William  F.  May,  1860. 

Templeton,  Alexander  Muedoch  December,  1892. 

Thompson,  George  December,  1782. 

Todd,  James  June,  1824. 

Todd,  Alexander  Martyn  May,  1868. 

ToMBAUGH,  Byron  E.  June,  1897. 

Tomlinson,  Henry  B.  December,  1825. 

Trainer,  J.  H.  S.  May,  1878. 

Underwood,  Owen  Clark  October,  1894. 


Vallandigham,  George 
Vance,  Willison  K. 
Vankiek,  Harvey  Johnson 
Vanvoorhis,  Isaac  S. 
Veecli,  James 

Waddle,  G.  W.  G. 
Walker,  Stephen  D. 
Walker,  David 
Warne,  W.  Parkison 
Warne,  Boyd  Emery 
Watson,  George, 
Watson,  James 
Watson,  John,  Jr. 
Watson,  David  T. 
Watson,  William  M. 
Waugh,  William 
Waugh,  John  H. 
Weigley,  Joseph 
Weills,  John  S.  C 
Weir,  Joseph  K. 
White,  John 
White,  Thomas  Ustice 
White,  J.  W.  F. 
White,  Samuel  F. 


April,  1788. 
February,  1899. 
February,  1851. 
February,  1876. 
January,  1884. 

February,  1872. 
June,  1819. 
December,  1832. 
May,  1890. 
November,  1895. 
June,  1824. 
October,  1831. 
August,  1842. 
July,  1866. 
August,  1878. 
June,  1818. 
November,  1822. 
October,  1810. 
May,  1866. 
November,  1895. 
October,  1808. 
December,  1823. 
May,  1844. 
May,  1864. 
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White,  William  H. 
Whitehill,  Kobert 
Wiley,  John  Wishart 
Wiley,  James  Acheson 
Wilkins,  William 
Wilkins,  Charles 
Williams,  Ebenezer,  Jr. 
Williams,  Haery  Linn 
Wilson,  Alexander 
Wilson,  William 
Wilson,  David  Shields 
Wilson,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Samuel  B. 
Wilson,  A.  Wylie 
Winge,  Isaiah 
Wise,  Uriah  W. 
Withey,  Griffith  J. 
Wolf,  Wesley 
Wood,  J.  G. 
Woods,  John 
Woods,  Henry 
Woods,  Robert 
Woods,  Francis  Henry 
Wright,  John  C. 
Wright,  William  F. 


April,  1874. 
October,  1797. 
August,  1867. 
August,  1886. 
March,  1808. 
July,  1808. 
May,  1867. 
March,  1901. 
June,  1826. 
May,  1844. 
August,  1849. 
February,  1853. 
May,  1863. 
November,  1863. 
September,  1820. 
February,  1844. 
July,  1830. 
August,  1863. 
December,  1867. 
December,  1783. 
September,  1794. 
August,  1840. 
December,  1901. 
March,  1813. 
January,  1877. 


Young,  John 


June,  Hi 


conclusion. 

As  would  at  once  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing  alpha- 
betical list  of  attorneys,  as  well  as  from  the  regular  roll,  ante, 
page  262,  very  many  of  the  admissions  were  members  of  the 
bar  from  other  counties,  engaged  in  special  cases  heard  and 
admitted  pro  hac  vice,  or  in  attendance  casually  and  admitted 
on  motion  as  a  matter  of  courtesy;  nevertheless,  out  of  that 
long  list  quite  a  large  number  were  citizens  of  our  own  county, 
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studied  in  the  offices  of  our  own  lawyers,  and  practiced  all 
their  professional  lives  at  our  own  bar ;  and  many  became  dis- 
tinguished, not  only  as  very  able  lawyers,  but  in  public  posi- 
tions to  which  their  abilities  and  energies  carried  them. 

Of  late  years  it  has  not  been  the  custom  to  enter  of  rec- 
ord admissions  for  special  cases  or  by  courtesy,  and  therefore 
our  roll  of  attorneys  admitted  since  1882  does  not  contain  so 
many  names,  perhaps,  as  the  lists  for  like  periods  in  the 
former  days.  Still,  it  would  seem  that  the  supply  of  lawyers 
is  sufficient  for  the  demand,  at  least  for  the  present;  and  we 
sometimes  hear  it  said  that  the  reputation  of  our  bar  of  the 
olden  time  is  still  maintained.  This  we  leave  to  others.  But 
we  must  note,  and  here  is  the  fact  referred  to  on  a  previous 
page  (261),  that  among  the  more  than  eighty  members  com- 
posing our  bar  at  present,  there  is  at  this  date,  the  last  month 
of  the  first  year  of  the  twentieth  century,  not  one  of  them 
who  indulges  to  excess  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and 
almost  all  of  them  are  total  abstainers.  This,  doubtless, 
could  not  have  been  said  of  the  bar  of  1801,  when  the  ashes 
of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  were  yet  warm ;  shall  it  be  said 
of  the  bar  of  December,  2001  ? 

As  it  has  been  seen,  our  entire  roll  embraces  many  names, 
perhaps  more  than  six  hundred  in  all.  When  certain  names 
are  mentioned  that  were  held  by  lawyers  who  practiced  at  the 
beginning  of  the  last  century,  we  know  at  once  who  are  meant 
by  them,  for  their  prominence  in  our  legal  and  political  history 
has  kept  their  names  familiar  to  us.  The  names  of  others, 
however,  are  kept  before  us  only  by  the  minutes  of  their  ad- 
missions, by  the  entries  of  their  appearances  to  causes  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  and  their  signatures  to  pleadings 
and  motions  prepared  by  them  in  the  far-off  days  of  the  past, 
to  be  met  with  as  we  turn  over  the  old  dockets  or  look  into 
the  old  files.  Yet  all  the  same  it  should  be  remembered 
that  these  names  may  have  been  borne  by  men  whose  real 
worth  was  not  less  than  that  of  their  better  known  con- 
temporaries. 

Looking  back  over  the  broad  field  of  one  hundred   and 
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twenty  years  of  our  bar,  fi-om  the  point  in  life  on  which  we 
stand,  we  note  that  time  and  death  have  taken  from  our  sight 
such  a  vast  number  of  men  who  in  their  early  youth  and  later 
lives  traveled  the  same  road  we  travel  ourselves ;  and  we  know 
that,  for  those  who  are  yet  so  well  known  to  us  by  name  and 
memory,  it  was  the  work  they  did  that  made  them  so. 
"There  is  another  way  of  stating  the  universal  law  of  death, 
which  is  also  part  of  the  universal  law  of  life.  The  man  who 
works,  who  does  great  deeds,  in  the  end  dies  as  surely  as  the 
veriest  idler  who  cumbers  the  earth's  surface,  but  he  leaves 
behind  him  the  great  fact  that  he  has  done  his  work  well." 
So  said  Vice-President  Koosevelt  at  Minneapolis,  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  1901,  four  days  before  the  bullet  of  a  self-confessed 
outlaw  struck  his  chief  and  made  the  speaker  within  one  week 
thereafter  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Still  we  cannot  or  do  not  all  become  great,  whatever 
our  walk  in  life.  With  many  in  the  practice  of  law,  as  it 
is  with  many  in  the  other  learned  professions,  there  is  enough 
of  satisfaction  and  content  in  good,  honest,  hard  work,  well 
done  under  the  stimulus  of  high  ideals  of  duty  and  oppor- 
tunity, even  without  the  honor  of  a  remembered  name.  Ileal 
worth,  as  measured  by  an  ideal  standard,  is  very  often  care- 
less of  glory;  and  seldom  gets  it,  but  cares  not.  With  such 
the  head  rests  just  as  easy  without  the  crown.  And  of  course 
there  ai'e  lawyers  and  lawyers.  Some  emulate  Quirk,  Gammon 
&  Snap;  others  do  not.  Some  get  rich;  some  stay  poor. 
Some  walk  upon  the  mountain-tops;  others  find  their  paths 
in  the  quiet  valleys,  and  there  is  rest  for  them  there;  and 
these  say; 

"A  prince  can  make  a  belted  knight, 

A  marquis,  duke,   an'  a'  that. 
But  an  honest  man's  aboon  his  might  — 

Guid  faith,  he  mauna  fa'  that! 
For  a'  that,  an'  a'  that. 

Their  dignities,  an'  a'  that, 
The  pith  o'  sense  an'  pride  o'  worth 

Are  higher  rank  than  a'  that. 


"WE    REST."' 
Citizens'  Water  Co.'s  Reservuir. 
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"Then  let  us  pray  that  come  it  may, 

As  come  it  will  for  a'  that, 
That  sense  an'  worth  o'er  a'  the  earth 

Shall  bear  the  gree,  an'  a'  that! 
For  a'  that,  an'  a'  that, 

It 's  comin'  yet  for  a'  that, 
That  man  to  man  the  warld  o'er, 

Shall  brithers  be  for  a'  that! " 

Who,  at  the  end  of  the  century  now  in  its  babyhood, 
will  add  a  supplement  to  this  brief  history  of  our  judicial 
system,  our  courts  of  justice,  and  our  court-houses,  supplying 
our  omissions,  correcting  all  our  mistakes,  and  continuing 
our  record  with  those  who  shall  follow  us?  Whoever  he 
may  be,  we  leave  for  him  our  very  best  regards;  and  with 
a  glass  uplifted  —  we  do  not  count  this  —  we  say  to  him 
and  his,  "  Here 's  to  your  good  healths,  and  the  healths  of  your 
families;  and  may  you  live  long  and  prosper!  " 

We  rest. 
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torneys 1782,  sketch  of,  263. 

Bradley,  Dr.  Thomas  W.,  associate  judge,  61 ; 
one  of  the  last  associate  judges,  62. 

Brady,  John  S.,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 
1817,  sketch  of,  275. 

Brown  v.  Brown,  an  issue  devisavit  vel  non, 
256. 

Brownson,  Mr,  James  I.,  history  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  court-house  of  1900,  182;  notice 
of  the  former  court-houses,  182 ;  necessity 
for  the  new  court-house,  183, 184 ;  institu- 
tion of  proceedings  for  the  erection  of, 
184,  185 ;  action  of  two  grand  juries,  and 
order  of  the  court  thereon,  185, 186 ;  neces- 
sity for  additional  ground,  and  the  his- 
tory and  removal  of  the  old  Town  Hall, 
187 ;  choice  of  architect,  F.  J.  Osterling, 
189;  still  more  ground  necessary,  and 
condemnation  thereof  from  the  estate  of 
James  W.  Kuntz,  deceased,  189,  190;  sale 
of  the  old  buildings  to  William  Hockley, 
and  their  removal,  191;  temporary  place 
for  holding  court,  in  the  old  Town  Hall 
in  its  new  location  on  the  Todd  lot,  192 ; 


contract  prices  for  the  different  work  of 
the  new  buildings,  192 ;  security  required 
from  contractors,  193 ;  bids  for  the  county 
bonds  to  be  issued,  opening  and  award- 
ing, 194  ;  statement  under  the  act  of  April 
20,  1874,  P.  L.  65,  filed,  195 ;  laying  of  the 
corner-stone,  196 ;  changes  made  in  plans 
and  increase  over  estimated  cost,  198-200 ; 
contractors  and  sub-contractors  for  the 
court-house  of  1900,  201 ;  total  cost  of  the 
court-house  of  1900,  203,  244-247. 

Buchanan,  Mr.  James  S.,  sketch  of,  response 
on  behalf  of  the  taxpayers  to  the  presen- 
tation address  on  the  dedication  of  the 
court-house  of  1900,  174. 

Buffaloes,  bears,  and  other  wild  animals  in 
western  Pennsylvania,  2. 

Buffington,  Hon.  Joseph,  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States,  to  deliver 
the  dedicatory  address  on  the  dedication 
of  the  cou^^house  of  1900, 153,  201. 


Caldwell,  The  A.  B.  Co.,  contractors  for  lino- 
leum for  court-house  of  1900,  201. 

Campbell,  Parker,  mentioned,  52 ;  admitted 
to  Roll  of  Attorneys  1794,  sketch  of,  267. 

Canon,  Colonel  John,  at  Council  of  War  at 
Catfish  Camp  in  1777,  5 ;  supposed  effort 
to  locate  public  buildings  at  Canonsburg, 
217. 

Carnegie,  Andrew,  telegram  of  regret  in  re- 
ply to  invitation  to  dedication  of  court- 
house of  1900, 156. 

Carter  &  Pullman,  sub-contractors  for  elec- 
tric work  for  court-house  of  1900,  202. 

Catfish  Camp,  Council  of  War  at,  in  1777,  i ; 
Catfish  Camp,  Grand  Cairo,  and  Martha's 
Bottom,  warranted  to  the  Hunters,  town 
of  Washington  laid  out,  207. 

Chamberlln,  Brown  B.,  eighth  president 
judge,  commissioned  in  1866,  sketch  of, 
60. 

Chambers,  James  C,  associate  judge,  61. 

Charge  to  Grand  Jury,  the  first  in  the  court- 
house of  1900,  146. 

Charlton,  John  P.,  elected  county  commis- 
sioner from  January,  1897,  and  death  of, 
162,  184,  193. 

Chartier,  Peter,  half-breed  trader,  207. 

Circuit  Court,  organization  of,  46;  held  at 
Washington,  and  trial  of  Birch  v.  McMil- 
lan, 47. 

Circular  and  remonstrance  against  expendi- 
ture of  estimated  cost  of  court-house  and 
jail  of  1900, 104. 

Clark,  Mr.  J.  Murray,  sketch  of,  presentation 
address  by,  on  dedication  of  court-house 
of  1900,  162 ;  appointed    to   succeed    Mr. 
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John  P.  Charlton  as  county  commissioner 
on  the  death  of  the  latter,  193. 

Clarke,  Samuel  C,  court  reporter,  report  to 
commissioners  upon  description  and  cost 
of  court-houses,  etc..  of  Westmoreland, 
Fayette,  and  Allegheny  counties,  99-103. 

Clerks  to  Commissioners,  list  of  from  1781, 317. 

Clerks  of  Courts,  list  of  from  1781,  310. 

Clock  on  third  court-house,  what  became  of 
it,  78. 

Clothing,  destitution  of,  when  first  term  of 
court  was  held,  23. 

Coal  assessments  and  development  in  Wash- 
ington County  in  1900,  114,  115. 

Coal  corporations  and  companies  operating 
in  Washington  County  in  1900, 114,  115. 

Coal  lands,  assessed  separately  from  surface 
in  1900, 114. 

Columbia  Fire-Proofing  Company,  sub-con- 
tractors for  fire-proofing  for  court-house 
of  1900,  202. 

Commissioners'  account  of  expenditures  for 
1860,  79  ;  tax  levy  for  1860,  84 ;  account  of 
expenditures  for  1900,  234 ;  tax  levy  for 
1900,  248. 

Commissioners'  clerks,  list  of  from  1781,  317. 

Commissioners'  office,  increase  of  business 
in  since  1880,  92. 

Committee  of  Washington  Bar  Association, 
Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  Mr.  L.  McCarrell, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Miller,  Sr.,  Mr.  T.  Jeft  Duncan, 
and  Mr.  Winfield  Mcllvaine,  arrange- 
ments and  program  for  the  dedication  of 
the  court-house  of  1900,  152,  189 

Common  Pleas,  Court  of,  how  judges  at  first 
selected,  32;  under  constitution  of  1790 
regarded  as  principal  court,  and  how 
judges  selected,  37,  38. 

Cormnon  schools,  list  of  county  superintend- 
ents of,  from  1781,  319. 

Competitive  preliminary  plans  for  court- 
house of  1900,  those  of  F.  J.  Osterling 
selected,  87  ;  approval  of  same,  87-107. 

Conclusion,  336. 

Condemnation  of  additional  ground  for  court- 
house and  jail  of  1900,  86. 

Constitutions  of  Pennsylvania,  first  in  1776, 
32 ;  second  in  1790,  37  ;  third  in  1838.  53 ; 
amendments  of  1850,  55 ;  fourth  In  1874, 61. 

Contents  of  comer-stone  of  third  courtrhouse, 
1842,  68-75;  of  corner-stone  of  court-house 
of  1900,  laying  of,  117,  121,  196. 

Contractors  for  the  erection  of  the  first  court- 
house, Johu  Hoge  and  Andrew  Swearin- 
gen,  18 ;  of  third  court-house,  71 ;  of 
courtrhouse  of  1900,  security  required  of 
contractors,  192 ;  list  of  contractors  and 
sub-contractors  for  the  court-house  of 
1900,  201,  202. 

Contractors  for  the  court-house  of  1842,  71. 


Contractors,  general,  for  the  court-house  of 
1900,  117, 192. 

Cooper,  Robert  F.,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys in  1842,  sketch  of,  285. 

Comer-stone  of  third  court-house,  contents 
of,  68-75 ;  of  court-house  of  1900,  contents 
of  box  in,  121 ;  laying  of,  117, 196. 

Coroners,  list  of  from  1781,  307. 

Corporate  combinations  in  Washington 
County  in  1900,  114. 

Cost  of  erecting  the  first  court-house,  and  to 
whom  paid,  John  Hoge  and  Andrew 
Swearingen,  contractors,  18 ;  of  second 
court-house,  24  ;  of  third  court-house,  67  ; 
of  court-house  of  1900,  203 ;  total  cost  of 
courtrhouse  and  jail  of  1900,  244. 

Council  of  War  at  Catfish  Camp  in  1777,  4. 

County  bonds  to  be  issued  for  the  building  of 
the  court-house  of  1900,  etc.,  bids  tor 
opened,  194. 

County  commissioners,  list  of  from  1781,  313. 

County  officers  and  judges  in  1840,  70. 

County  officers,  list  of  from  1781,  301. 

County  superintendents  of  common  schools, 
list  of  from  1854,  319. 

County  treasurers,  list  of  from  1781,  318. 

Court  expenses  in  1860,  79 ;  in  1900,  237. 

Court  Library,  in  third  court-house,  68 ;  in 
court-house  of  1900,  250:  Miss  Alice  E. 
Jones,  court  librarian  in  1900,  251. 

Court  of  Common  Pleas,  principal  court 
under  constitution  of  1790,  37. 

Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  at  first  regarded  as 
the  principal  court,  32 ;  under  constitu- 
tion of  1790,  Court  of  Common  Pleas  re- 
garded as  principal  court,  37,  38. 

Court,  held  during  erection  of  second  court- 
house, at  the  tavern  of  James  Wilson, 
281 ;  held  temporarily  during  the  erection 
of  the  court-house  of  1900  in  the  old 
Town  Hall  In  its  new  location  on  the  Todd 
lot,  192. 

Courts  of  Justice,  organization  of  for  Wash- 
ington County,  214 ;  presiding  judges  from 
the  beginning,  list  of,  215. 

Courts  of  Virginia  in  western  Pennsylvania, 
13 ;  in  Washington  County,  14,  213. 

Court-house  of  1787,  see  first  court-house ;  of 
1791,  see  second  court-house ;  of  1842,  see 
third  courtrhouse ;  of  1900,  see  fourth 
court-house. 

Court-houses ;  first,  17 ;  contractors  for,  cost 
of,  and  to  whom  paid,  18;  second,  cost  of, 
24 ;  description  of  and  of  related  public 
buildings,  21;  third,  and  related  public 
buildings,  cost  of,  67 ;  contents  of  corner- 
stone of  third  court-house,  68 ;  contractors 
for  third  courtrhouse,  71 ;  description  of, 
76,  78;  fourth  courtrhouse,  and  jail  of 
190O,  condemnation  of  additional  ground 
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for,  86 ;  of  competitive  plans  for,  those  of 
F.  J.  Osterling  selected,  petition  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  approval  of,  87; 
estimated  cost  of,  $500,000,  89 ;  increase  ot 
business  in  the  public  offices  since  1880, 
90-93 ;  overcrowded  condition  of  the  old 
jail,  94;  remonstrance  against  expendi- 
ture of  8500.000,  96;  indorsements  by 
county  officers,  97,  98;  report  by  court 
reporter,  Mr.  Clarke,  as  to  court-houses, 
etc.,  of  Westmoreland,  Fayette,  and  Alle- 
gheny counties,  99-103;  circular  and 
remonstrance  against  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure, 103-105 ;  hearing  on  exceptions 
to  the  approval  of  the  plans  selected,  106 ; 
order,  opinion,  and  decree  approving  the 
plans  as  presented,  106,  107;  laying  the 
comer-stone  of,  117 ;  address  by  Hon.  J.  F. 
Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  118 ;  address  by  Hon.  J. 
A.  Mcllvaine,  P.  J.,  119 ;  contents  of  box 
placed  in  corner-stone,  121 ;  petition  of 
commissioners  and  order  changing  inside 
finish,  124,  125;  records  relating  to  erec- 
tion of  court-house  of  1900,  where  filed, 
126 ;  description  of  the  court-house  of 
1900, 127, 143  ;  dedication  of,  program,  152 ; 
letters  of  regret,  154-156 ;  addresses,  from 
what  point  delivered,  156;  calling  to 
order,  Hon.  J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  P.  J.,  157; 
committee  of  Bar  Association,  arrange- 
ments and  program  for  dedication,  152 ; 
introductory.  Dr.  Theo.  Bland  Noss, 
master  of  ceremonies,  158 ;  prayer  by  Rev. 
Frank  Fish,  160 ;  presentation  address  by 
Mr.  J.  Murray  Clark,  162 ;  response  by  Mr. 
J.  Wiley  Day,  on  behalf  of  the  tax-payers, 
169 ;  response  by  Mr.  D.  S.  Fulton,  also  on 
behalf  of  the  tax-payers,  171 ;  response  by 
Mr.  James  S.  Buchanan,  also  on  behalf  of 
the  tax-payers,  174 ;  response  by  Hon.  J.  F. 
Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  on  behalf  of  the  Court, 
177 :  response  by  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson, 
on  behalf  of  the  bar  and  county  officers, 
180 ;  history  of  the  erection  of  the  court- 
house of  1900,  by  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson, 
182  ;  the  several  court-houses  of  Washing- 
ton County,  182;  necessity  for  the  new 
com-t-house,  183,  184 ;  institution  of  pro- 
ceedings for  the  erection  of,  184,  185; 
action  of  two  grand  juries,  and  order  of 
the  Court  on,  185,  186;  necessity  for  ad- 
ditional ground,  and  the  history  and  the 
remo\  al  of  the  old  Town  Hall,  187  ;  choice 
of  architect,  F.  J.  Osterling,  189;  still 
more  ground  necessary,  and  condemna- 
tion thereof  from  the  estate  of  James  W. 
Kuntz,  deceased,  189, 190 ;  sale  of  the  old 
buildings  to  William  Hockley,  and  their 
removal,  191 :  temporary  place  for  holding 
court,  in  the  old  Town  Hall  in  its  new 


location  on  the  Todd  lot,  192;  contract 
prices  for  the  different  work  of  the  new 
buildings,  192 ;  security  required  from 
contractors,  193;  bids  for  the  county 
bonds  to  be  issued,  opened,  194;  state- 
ment under  the  act  of  April  20,  1874,  P.  L. 
65,  filed,  195 ;  laying  of  the  corner-stone, 
196 ;  changes  made  in  plans,  and  increase 
over  estimated  cost,  198-200 ;  lists  of  con- 
tractors and  sub-contractors  for  the  fourth 
court-house,  201,  202;  total  cost  of  the 
fourth  court-house,  203,  244,  247;  dedi- 
catory address  by  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine, 
204-221;  purchase  of  pubUc  square  for, 
deed  from  David  Hoge,  proprietor  of 
town  of  Washington,  216,  217;  letter  of 
David  Hoge  concerning  interference  by 
Colonel  John  Canon,  217 ;  dedication  of 
court-house  of  1900,  220,  221;  prayer  of 
benediction,  Rev.  Father  John  Faughnan, 
221 ;  sermon  concerning,  by  Rev.  James 
H.  Snowden,  223. 

Cox,  Colonel  Gabriel,  indictments  against, 
arising  out  of  the  Boundary  Con- 
troversy, 14. 

Craig,  Hon.  Allen,  president  judge  of  Carbon 
and  Monroe  counties,  letter  of  regret  in 
reply  to  invitation  to  dedication  of  the 
courthouse  of  1900, 155. 

Craig,  John,  commissioned  as  one  of  the  first 
associate  judges,  215. 

Cranmer,  Hon.  G.  L.,  Wheeling,  West  Vir- 
ginia, letter  of  regret  in  reply  to  invitation 
to  dedication  of  the  court-house  of  1900, 
155. 

Crawford,  William,  execution  of,  on  Gallows 
Hill,  in  1823,  29. 

Crawford,  Colonel  William,  ex-officio  judge 
of  Bedford  County,  209. 

Crossman  &  Sturdy,  sub-contractors  for  In- 
terior decorating  for  court-house  of  1900, 
202. 

Crumrine,  Mr.  Boyd,  dedicatory  address  by, 
on  the  dedication  of  the  court-house  of 
1900,  204;  sketch  of,  204  n.;  pioneers  of 
Washington  County,  206;  Cumberland 
County  formed,  and  western  limits  of, 
records  of  its  courts,  207  ;  Indian  title  to 
lands  west  of  the  AUeghenies  extin- 
guished by  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix, 
207;  Morganza  lands  warranted  to  Wil- 
liam Preston,  and  purchased  by  Colonel 
George  Morgan,  207;  Catfish  Camp,  Grand 
Cairo,  and  Martha's  Bottom  warranted  to 
the  Hunters,  207 ;  town  of  Washington 
laid  out  on  Catfish  Camp  and  Grand 
Cairo,  207 ;  Bedford  County  formed,  and 
western  limits  of,  208 ;  its  two  town- 
ships, Pitt  and  Springhill,  in  the  present 
Washington  County,  familiar  names  in 
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the  lists  of  taxables,  209 ;  Westmoreland 
County  formed,  and  western  limits  of, 
209;  Hassler's  History  of  Old  Westmoreland, 
209 ;  early  records  kept  by  General  Arthur 
St.  Clair,  commissions  of,  209;  Pitt  and 
Springhill,  townships  of,  embracing 
lands  in  the  present  Washington  County, 
210;  road  from  the  mouth  of  Ten  Mile 
Creek  to  General  Braddock's  Road,  210; 
the  American  Revolution,  210;  the 
Boundary  Controversy,  211-214;  organi- 
zation of  courts  of  justice,  214;  list  of  all 
the  presiding  judges,  and  dates  of  com- 
missions, 215 :  laying  out  of  Bassettown, 
or  Washington,  and  purchase  of  public 
square  for  court-house  and  prison,  216; 
interference  by  Colonel  John  Canon,  217  ; 
the  first,  second,  and  third  court-houses, 
218 :  dedication  of  the  court-house  of  1900, 
219,  220 ;  librarian  of  court  library  1875- 
1890,  251. 

Cumberland  County,  formation  of  and  west- 
ern limits,  and  the  records  of  its  courts, 
207. 

Curran,  Cornelius,  sub-contractor  for  brick 
work  for  court-house  of  1900. 201. 

Currency  of  1787,  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
value  of,  22. 


Darby,  William,  description  of  Washington 
in  1782, 17. 

Day,  J.  Wiley,  sketch  of,  response  to  presenta- 
tion address  on  dedication  of  court-house 
of  1900,  169. 

Dedication  of  the  court-house  of  1900,  program, 
152 ;  letters  of  regret,  154-156 ;  addresses, 
from  what  point  delivered,  156;  exer- 
cises: calling  to  order,  Hon.  J.  A.  Mcll- 
vaine,  P.  J.,  157;  introductory.  Dr.  Theo. 
Bland  Noss,  master  of  ceremonies,  158; 
prayer  by  Rev.  Frank  Fish,  160;  presenta- 
tion address,  Mr.  J.  Murray  Clark,  162; 
response  by  Mr.  J.  Wiley  Day  on  behalf 
of  the  tax-payers,  169;  response  by  Mr.  D. 
S.  Fulton,  also  on  behalf  of  the  tax- 
payers, 171 ;  response  by  Mr.  James  S. 
Buchanan,  also  on  behalf  of  the  tax- 
payers, 174 ;  response  by  Hon.  J.  F. 
Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  on  behalf  of  the  Court, 
177 ;  response  by  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson, 
on  behalf  of  the  bar  and  county  officers, 
180 ;  address,  history  of  the  erection  of 
the  courthouse  ol  1900,  by  Mr.  James  I. 
Brownson,  182;  dedicatory  address  by  Mr. 
Boyd  Crumrine,  204;  prayer  of  benediction 
by  Rev.  Father  John  Faughnan,  221. 

Deputy  attorneys-general,  list  of  from  1781, 
304. 


Description  of  second  court-house,  24 ;  of 
third  court-house,  76-78;  of  court-house 
of  1900,  127-143. 

Description  of  southwestern  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia,  by  Thomas  Hutchins,  in 
1763,  2. 

Detrick  &  Mirick,  sub-contractors  for  tile 
work  for  court-house  of  1900,  202. 

Development  of  Washington  County  since 
1840, 112  ;  in  the  year  1900,  234. 

Dickson,  Mr.  Samuel,  chancellor  of  the  Law 
Association  of  Philadelphia,  reply  to 
letter  of  invitation  to  dedication  of  the 
court-house  of  1900, 155. 

District  attorneys,  list  of,  from  1850,  305. 

Doddridge,  Philip,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1811,  sketch  of,  273. 

Douglass,  John,  commissioned  as  one  of  the 
first  associate  judges,  215. 

Dunn,  John  M., elected  county  commissioner, 
from  January,  1897,  184,  197. 


Early  court-houses  of  Washington  County,  13. 

East  Washington  borough,  population  in 
1900, 113. 

Edgar,  James,  associate  judge,  39 ;  a  grantee 
of  the  public  square  in  trust  for  court- 
house and  prison,  216,  217. 

Ewing,  John  Hoge,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1818,  277. 

Ewing,  John  K.,  seventh  president  judge, 
commissioned  in  1864,  sketch  of,  59. 

Ewing,  Nathaniel,  fourth  president  judge, 
commissioned  in  1838,  53:  sketch  and 
descendants  of,  54;  admitted  to  Roll  of 
Attorneys,  1816,  275. 

Exceptions  to  the  approval  of  the  plans  of  F. 
J.  Osterling  for  the  court-house  and  jail 
of  1900,  hearing  thereon,  and  order, 
opinion,  and  decree,  106,  107. 

Expenses  of  court  in  1860,  79  ;  in  1900,  237 ;  of 
jail  in  1860,  80 ;  in  1900,  237. 


Farrer  John,  associate  judge,  61. 

Faughnan,  Rev.  Father  John,  sketch  of, 
prayer  of  benediction  on  (he  dedication 
of  the  court-house  of  1900,  221. 

Fayette  County  court-house  and  jail,  descrip- 
tion and  cost  of,  100. 

Freeman  John,  associate  judge,  55. 

Fifth  Judicial  district,  including  Washington 
County,  created,  39;  Greene  County 
added  thereto,  49. 

Finances  of  Washington  County  in  1860,  ex- 
penditures of  commissioners,  79 ;  tax-levy 
for  1860,  84  ;  in  1900,  expenditures  of  com- 
missioners, 234  ;  tax-levy  in  1900,  248. 
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First  court-house,  erected  in  1787,  appearance 
of  county  then,  17,  218;  contractors  for, 
cost  of,  and  to  whom  paid,  18-22 ,  whiskey 
consumed  in  erection  of,  19,  21,  22  n. 

First  grand  jtu-y  sitting  in  court-house  of  1900, 
145 ;  the  first  charge  of  the  court  to,  146. 

First  terms  of  court  for  Washington  County, 
13 ;  held  at  the  cabin  of  David  Hoge,  oc- 
cupied by  Charles  and  John  Dodd,  14, 218 ; 
aftenvards  temporarily  at  the  tavern  of 
James  Wilson,  218. 

Fish.  Rev.  Frank,  sketch  of,  prayer,  on  dedi- 
cation of  court-house  of  1900,  ICO. 

Fort  Stanwix,  treaty  of,  extinguishing  Indian 
title,  207. 

Forts  and  block-houses  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1777,  8. 

Fourteenth  Judicial  district,  including  Som- 
erset County,  created  by  the  act  of  1818, 
51. 

Fourth  court-house,  1900,  lot  as  occupied, 
approval  of  the  plans,  86 ;  of  the  competi- 
tive preliminary  plans,  those  of  F.  J. 
Osterling  selected,  petition  of  commis- 
sioners by  Mr.  James  Q.  McGiflin,  87 ; 
approval  of  erection  by  two  grand  juries, 
88 ;  estimated  cost  of  court-house  and 
jail  completed  and  furnished,  $500,000,  89 ; 
increase  of  public  business  in  the  public 
offices  since  1880,  90-93;  overtaxed  con- 
dition of  ohe  old  jail,  94 ;  proposed  style 
and  manner  of  construction,  94 ;  remon- 
strance against  expenditure  of  8500,000, 
96 ;  indorsements  by  county  officers,  97-98; 
report  by  court^reporter,  Mr.  Samuel  C. 
Clarke,  as  to  court-houses,  etc  ,  of  West- 
moreland, Fayette,  and  Allegheny  coun- 
ties, 99-103 ;  circular  and  remonstrance 
against  expenditure  of  $500,000  attached, 
103-105;  hearing  and  exceptions  to  ap- 
proval of  plans,  106 ;  order,  opinion,  and 
decree  approving  plans  as  presented, 
106-107 ;  laying  of  the  comer-stone  of, 
117  ;  address  of  Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor,  A.  L.  J., 
118;  addressby  Hon.  J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  P.  J., 
119 ;  contents  of  box  in  comer-stone,  121 ; 
petition  of  com:i;issioners  and  order 
changing  inside  finish,  124,  125;  records 
relating  to  erection  of  fourth  court-house, 
where  filed,  126 ;  description  of  the  fourth 
court-house  when  ready  for  dedication, 
127-143  ;  first  grand  jury  sitting  in  fourth 
court-house,  145;  the  first  charge  of 
the  Court  to,  146;  dedication  of,  pro- 
gram, 152 ;  letters  of  regret,  154-156 ; 
addresses,  from  what  point  delivered, 
156 ;  exercises:  calling  to  order,  Hon. 
J.  A.  Mcllvaine,  P.  J.,  157 ;  introduc- 
tory. Dr.  Theo.  Bland  Noss,  master  of 
ceremonies,    158;  prayer  by  Rev.    Frank 


Fish,  160;  presentation  address  by  Mr. 
J.  Murray  Clark,  162 ;  response  by  Mr.  J. 
Wiley  Day,  on  behalf  of  the  tax-payers, 
169;  response  by  Mr.  D.  S.  Fulton,  also 
on  behalf  of  the  tax-payers,  171 ;  response 
by  Mr.  James  S.  Buchanan,  also  on  behalf 
of  the  tax-payers,  174  ;  response  by  Hon. 
J.  F.  Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  on  behalf  of  the 
Court,  177;  response  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Wilson,  on  behalf  of  the  bar  and  county 
officers,  180 ;  address,  history  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  fourth  court-house,  by  Mr. 
James  I.  Brownson,  182 ;  necessity  for  the 
new  court-house,  183,  184;  institution  of 
proceedings  for  the  erection  of,  184,  185 ; 
action  of  two  grand  juries,  and  order  of 
the  Court  thereon,  185,  186 ;  necessity  for 
additional  ground,  and  the  history  and 
the  removal  of  the  old  Town  Hall,  187; 
choice  of  architect,  F.  J.  Osterling,  189 ; 
still  more  grotmd  necessary,  and  condem- 
nation thereof  from  the  estate  of  James 
W.  Kuntz,  deceased,  189,  190 ;  sale  of  the 
old  buildings  to  William  Hockley,  and 
their  removal,  191 ;  temporary  place  for 
holding  court.,  in  the  old  Town  Hall  in 
its  new  location  on  the  Todd  lot,  192; 
contract  prices  for  the  different  work  of 
the  new  buildings,  192;  security  required 
from  contractors,  193 ;  bids  for  the  coimty 
bonds  to  be  issued,  opened,  194;  state- 
ment under  the  act  of  April  20,  1874,  P.  L. 
65,  filed,  195 ;  laying  of  the  corner-stone, 
196 ;  changes  made  in  plans  and  increase 
over  estimated  cost,  198-200 ;  lists  of  eon- 
tractors  and  sub-contractors  for  the  fourth 
court-house,  201 ;  total  cost  of  the  fourth 
court-house,  203,  244-217 ;  dedicatory  ad- 
dress by  Mr.  Boyd  Crumrine,  204. 
Fulton,  Mr.  D.  S.,  sketch  of,  response  by  on 
behalf  of  tax-payers,  to  presentation  ad- 
dress on  dedication  of  court-houee  of  1900, 
171. 


Gantz,  Mr.  Henry,  in  charge  of  court  library 

1890-1892,  251. 
Gessford,  J.  W.,  contractor  for  window  shades 

for  court-house  of  1900,  201. 
Gibson,  Robert  M.,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1853,  sketch  of,  290. 
Gilmore,  John,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 

1801,  268. 
Gilmore,  Samuel   A.,  fifth   president  judge, 

commissioned  iu   1848,   55;    sketch   and 

descendants  of,  56. 
Gist,   Thomas,    ex-offlcio  judge    of  Bedford 

County,  209. 
Gordon,  James,  associate  judge,  53. 
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Gow,  John  L.,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 
1825 ;  sketch  of,  278. 

Grand  juries,  action  of  relating  to  the  court- 
house of  1900,  88 ;  first  grand  jury  sitting 
in  court-house  of  1900,  145;  the  flist 
charge  of  the  court  to,  Mcllvaine,  P.  J., 
146. 

Grayson,  John,  associate  judge,  53. 

Greene  County,  strucli  off  from  Washington 
County  in  1796,  39. 


Hamilton,  John,  associate  judge,  51. 

Hanna,  Hon.  William  B.,  president  judge  of 
the  Orphans'  Court  of  Philadelphia 
County,  letter  of  regret  in  reply  to  invita- 
tion to  dedication  of  the  court-house  of 
1900, 154. 

Hart,  James  G.,  associate  judge,  55,  57,  59. 

Hart,  George  S.,  tenth  president  judge,  com- 
missioned in  1876,  to  serve  from  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  1877,  sketch  of, 
64. 

Hassler,  Edgar  W.,  History  of  Old  Westmore- 
land, 209. 

Hawkins,  Colonel  A.  L.,  memorial  tablet,  133. 

Hazzard,  Thomas  R.,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1840,  283 ;  sketch  of,  284. 

Hazzard,  Chill.  W.,  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  R.  Haz- 
zard (1840),  284. 

Henderson,  Joseph,  paper  by,  in  contents  of 
corner-stone  of  1840,  69. 

Henry,  Patrick,  governor  of  Virginia,  letters 
from,  to  the  county  lieutenants,  9, 10. 

Hill,  Samuel,  associate  judge,  53. 

History  of  the  erection  of  the  court-house  of 
1900,  by  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  182. 

Hockley  William,  purchases  and  removes  the 
old  buildings,  191. 

Hodgens,  Isaac,  associate  judge,  55. 

Hoge,  David,  deed  to  James  Edgar  and  others, 
in  trust  for  the  erection  of  court-house 
and  prison,  17,  86:  laid  out  the  town  of 
Washington,  and  conveyed  the  public 
square  for  a  court-house  and  prison,  216, 
217 ;  letter  of,  concerning  interference  by 
Colonel  John  Canon,  217. 

Hoge,  John,  and  Andrew  Swearingen,  con- 
tractors for  first  court-house,  18,  22. 

Hoge,  William,  associate  judge,  39. 

Hunter,  Abraham,  Joseph  and  Martha,  war- 
rantees of  Catfish  Camp,  Grand  Cairo,  and 
Martha's  Bottom,  207. 

Huston,  William,  cabin  on  East  Maiden 
Street,  11. 

Hutchins,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  engineer  with 
Boquet's  expeditions,  1 ;  description  of 
southwestern  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
in  1763,  2. 


Indian  depredations  threatened  In  1777,  pro- 
visions made  against,  6. 

Indian  title,  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania, 
extinguished  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  207. 


Jail  Building,  erected  in  1824,  in  connection 
with  second  court-house,  30 ;  jail  erected 
in  1867-68,  in  connection  with  third  court- 
house, 67,  68,  219 ;  overtaxed  in  its  accom- 
modations, 94. 

Jail  expenses  in  1860,  80 ;  in  1900,  237. 

Jennings,  Obadiah,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1801,  sketch  of,  268. 

Johnston,  Samuel,  commissioned  as  one  of  the 
first  associate  judges,  215. 

Jones,  Miss  Alice  E.,  court  librarian  from 
1900,  251. 

Judges,  see  President  Judges;  Associate 
Judges. 

Judges  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  man- 
ner of  electing  and  commissioning  prior 
to  the  constitution  of  1790,  32,  33 ;  judges 
under  the  constitution  of  1790,  37  ;  under 
constitution  of  1790,  judges  to  be  skilled 
In  the  law,  39 ;  changes  in  term  and  tenure 
under  constitution  of  1838,  53 ;  and  under 
amendment  of  1850,  55. 

Judges  learned  in  the  law,  first  required 
under  the  constitution  of  1790.  and  by  the 
act  of  1791  to  serve  during  good  behavior, 
39 ;  length  of  terms  of  service  limited  to 
ten  years  by  constitution  of  1838,  53 ;  made 
elective  by  the  amendment  of  1849-50,  55 ; 
beginning  of  terms  changed  from  first 
Monday  of  December  to  first  Monday  of 
January  succeeding  election,  In  1874,  62. 

Judges  and  county  officers  in  1840,  70 ;  lists  of, 
Judges  and  county  ofBcers  from  1781, 
301. 

Judicial  system  and  judges,  under  the  consti- 
tution of  1776,  32;  under  constitution  of 
1790,  37 ;  under  constitution  of  1838,  53 ; 
under  amendments  of  1849-50  judges  made 
elective,  55 ;  under  constitution  of  1874 
61. 

Judicial  districts,  under  constitution  of  1790, 
37:  Fifth  Judicial  district  created,  39; 
changed  by  the  addition  of  Greene  County 
by  act  of  1806,  49;  Fourteeuth  Judicial 
district,  including  Somerset  County,  cre- 
ated by  the  act  of  1818,  51 ;  Twenty-seventh 
Judicial  district,  embracing  Washington 
County  only,  created.  62. 

Judicial  business,  first  transacted  in  court- 
house of  1900,  145. 
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Keighley,  S.,  sub-contractor  for  galvanized 

iron  work  in  couneetlon  with  heating  for 

court-house  ofl900,  202. 
Kennedy.  John   H.,   sheriff  of  Washington 

County,  death  of,  noticed  by  Mr.  James  I. 

Brownson,  196. 
Koontz,  Robert  H.,  admitted  to  Koll  of  At^ 

torneys  ISIO,  sketch  of,  283. 


Land  oiBce  of  Pennsylvania  opened  for  the 
sale  of  lands  west  of  the  Alleghenies, 
207. 

Law  Library,  see  Court  Library. 

Lawyers  practicing  in  second  court-house 
prior  to  1S40,  30,  31,  72 ;  Koll  of  Attorneys 
as  admitted,  1781-1901,  261;  alphabetical 
list  of  attorneys,  1781-1901,  321. 

Laying  of  corner-stone  of  court-house  of  1900, 
117 ;  address  by  Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor,  A  L. 
J.,  118;  address  by  Hon.  J.  A.  Mcllvainet 
P.  J.,  119. 

Leet,  Major  Daniel,  commissioned  as  one  of 
the  first  associate  judges,  215;  a  grantee 
of  the  public  square  in  trust  for  a  court- 
house and  prison,  216, 217  ;  sketch  of,  280, 
289. 

Leet,  Isaac,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 
1826,  sketch  of,  279. 

Leet,  Daniel,  brother  of  Isaac  Leet  (1826), 
280 ;  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys  1839, 
283. 

Letters  of  regret.  In  reply  to  invitation  to 
dedication  of  the  court-house  of  1900, 
154-156. 

Lindsey,  James,  sixth  president  judge,  com- 
missioned in  1861,  sketch  and  descendants 
of,  57. 

Lingenfelser,  Fred,  sub-contractor  for  plaster- 
ing for  courthouse  of  1900,  202. 

Lists  of  judges  and  county  officers  from  1781, 
301. 

Lockhart,  George  E.,  appointed  commis- 
sioners' clerk  January,  1897, 184, 185. 


M 

Maginn  &  Lewis,  contractors  for  heating  and 

ventilating  court-house  of  1900, 117,  201. 
Market-house,  old,  on  public  square,  29. 
Marlin  &  Co.,  sub-contractors  for  galvanized 

iron   work,    tinning    and    skylights    for 

court-house  of  1900,  201. 
Marshall,  John,  commissioned  as  one  of  the 

first  associate  judges,  215. 
Marshel,  John,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 

1807,  271. 


Master  of  ceremonies  on  dedication  of  fourth 
coiut-house.  Dr.  Theo.  Bland  Noss,  157. 

Meason.  Samuel,  commissioned  as  one  of  the 
first  associate  judges,  215. 

Mercer.  Rev.  Boyd,  associate  judge,  49. 

Miller,  Julius  P.,  great-grandson,  and  Miller 
Julius  P.,  Jr.,  greatgreat-grandson  ol 
Colonel  David  Williamson,  11. 

Miller,  William  &  Sons,  general  contractors 
for  the  court-house  of  1900,  117,  201. 

Monongahela  River,  slack-water  improve- 
ments on,  since  1840,  113. 

Montgomery.  William,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1S41,  sketch  of,  285. 

Morgan,  Colonel  George,  purchaser  of  Mor- 
ganza  lands  warranted  to  William 
Preston,  207. 

Morganza  lands,  warranted  to  William  Pres- 
ton, subsequently  purchased  by  Colonel 
George  Morgan,  207. 

Morrison  Brothers,  sub-contractors  for  stone 
work  for  court-house  of  1900,  201. 

Mountain,  James,  admitted  to  Koll  of  At- 
torneys 1801,  sketch  of,  268. 

Miu'doch,  Alexander,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1843,  sketch  of,  286. 

McCarrell,  Thomas,  associate  judge,  57,  59. 

McConnell,  Matthew,  commissioned  as  one  of 
the  first  associate  judges,  215. 

McCracken,  Mr.  M.  L.  A.,  argued  last  case  in 
court-house  of  1842,  and  the  first  in  the 
court-house  of  1900,  294. 

McCuUough,  Major  Samuel,  at  Council  of 
War  at  Catfish  Camp  in  1777, 5. 

McDowell,  John,  associate  judge,  40. 

McGiffln,  Thomas,  mentioned,  52 ;  admitted 
to  Roll  of  Attorneys  1807,  sketch  of,  271. 

McGiffin,  Mr.  James  Q.,  presents  petition 
of  commissioners  for  the  approval  of  the 
plans  for  the  court-house  of  1900,  87 ;  death 
of,  noticed  by  Mr.  J.  Murray  Clark,  162; 
noticed  by  Mr.  James  I.  Brownson,  195; 
sketch  of,  272. 

McGiffin,  Colonel  Norton,  sketch  of,  271. 

McGifQn,  Philo  Norton,  sketch  of,  272. 

Mcllvaine,  Hon.  J.  A.,  P.  J.,  opinion  and 
decree  approving  plans  of  fourth  court- 
house and  jail,  107 ;  address  on  laying  of 
corner-stone  of  court-house  of  1900,  119; 
first  charge  to  grand  jury  in  the  court- 
house of  1900,  146  ;  calling  to  order  on 
dedication  of  court-house  of  1900,  sketch 
of,  157. 

Mcllvaine,  Winfield,  cabin  of  William  Huston 
opposite  residence  of,  11 

McKeever,  Thomas,  associate  judge,  51. 

McKennan,  Colonel  William,  father  of 
Thomas  McK.  T.  McKennan,  and  prothono- 
tary  of  the  Circuit  Court,  48 ;  sketch  of, 
274. 
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McKennan,  Hon.  T.  McK.  T.,  admitted  to 
Eoll  of  Attorneys  1814,  sketch  of,  274. 

McKennan,  Hon.  William,  sketch  of,  275; 
admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys  1837, 283. 

N 

Noah's  Ark,  for  miscellaneous  papers,  34. 

North  Washington  borough,  population  in 
1900,  113. 

Noss,  Dr.  Theo.  Bland,  introductory  address 
as  master  of  ceremonies  on  dedication  of 
court-house  of  1900, 157 ;  sketch  of,  157. 


"  One  hundred  learned  Thebans  on  the  bench; 

one  judge  and  two  zeros,"  62. 
Opinion  and  decree  approving  the  plans  of  F. 

J.  Osterling  for  the  court-house  and  jail  of 

1900,  107. 
Orphans'  Court,  increase  of  business  in  since 

1880,  90. 
Osterling,   F.   J.,   selected   aa  architect    for 

court-house  and  jail  of  1900,  87-89, 189. 
Otis  Elevator  Co. ,  contractors  for  elevator  for 

court-house  of  1900,  201. 


Parkinson,  Benjamin,  commissioned  as  one 
of  the  first  associate  judges,  215. 

Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  Boundary  Con- 
troversy mentioned,  4 ;  discussed,  211-214. 

Pennsylvania  Construction  Company,  con- 
tractors for  metal  furniture  for  court- 
house of  1900,  201. 

Penrose,  Hon.  Clement  B.,  judge  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  for  Philadelphia  County, 
letter  of  regret  in  reply  to  invitation  to 
dedication  of  courthouse  of  1900, 154. 

Pentecost,  Colonel  Dorsey,  at  Council  of  War 
at  Catfish  Camp  in  1777,  5 ;  second  presi- 
dent judge  of  Washington  Comity,  com- 
missioned October  31,  1783,  35;  sketch  of, 
36 ;  ex-offlcio  judge  of  Bedford  County  In 
1772,  209 ;  indicted  for  forcible  entry  and 
detainer  in  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  West- 
moreland County,  210. 

Pentecost,  Joseph,  admitted  to  Eoll  of  At- 
torneys 1792,  sketch  of,  266. 

Pentecost,  Dorsey  B.,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1823,  278. 

Pentecost,  James  R.,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
torneys 1823,  278. 

Perth  Amboy  Terra  Cotta  Company,  sub-con- 
tractors for  terra  cotta  work  for  coiu^ 
house  of  1900,  202. 

Petition  of  commissioners  for  approval  of 
plans  for  courthouse  and  jail  of  1900,87;  re- 


monstrance upon  proceeding  therewith, 96, 
103-105 ;  hearing  on  objections  to  approval 
of  plans,  106 ;  order,  opinion  and  decree 
approving  plans  as  presented,  106,  107; 
petition  of  commissioners  and  order 
changing  inside  finish,  124,  125. 

Phipps,  Mr.  Henry,  letter  of  regret  in  reply  to 
invitation  to  dedication  of  the  courtr 
house  of  1900,  156. 

Pioneers  of  Washington  County,  206. 

Pittsburg,  a  small  town  in  1760.  2. 

Pittsburg  Bridge  Company,  sub-contractors 
for  iron  work  for  courtrhouse  of  1900,  201. 

Plans  for  the  court-house  of  1900,  approval  of, 
86 ;  of  six  competitive  preliminary  plans 
those  of  F.  J.  Osterling  selected,  87;  peti- 
tion of  commissioners  for  approval  of, 
87 :  estimated  cost  of  court-house  and 
jail,  $500,000,  89;  increase  of  business  in 
public  offices  since  1880,  90-93;  remon- 
strance against  proposed  expenditure,  96; 
indorsements  of  county  officers.  97.  98; 
report  of  court  reporter,  Samuel  C.  Clarke, 
as  to  court-houses,  etc.,  of  Westmoreland, 
Fayette  and  Allegheny  Counties,  99-103; 
circular  and  remonstrance  against  the 
expenditure  of  estimated  cost,  103-105; 
hearing  on  exceptions  to  approval  of 
plans,  106;  order,  opinion  and  decree  ap- 
proving plans  as  presented,  106, 107  ;  peti- 
tion of  commissioners  and  order  changing 
Inside  finish,  124, 126. 

Population  of  Washington  borough  in  1840 
and  in  1900, 113 ;  of  borough  of  Washing- 
ton in  1840  and  in  1900,  113 ;  of  borough  of 
East  Washington  In  1900,  113  ;  of  borough 
of  West  Washington  in  1900,  113 ;  of  bor- 
ough of  North  Washington  in  1900,  113; 
of  borough  of  South  Washington  in  1900, 
113. 

Prayer,  on  dedication  of  court-house  of  1900, 
by  Rev.  Frank  Fish,  160. 

Presentation  address,  by  Mr.  J.  Murray  Clark, 
on  dedication  of  court-house  of  1900, 162. 

President  Judges,  required  to  be  learned  in 
the  law  under  the  constitution  of  1790,  to 
to  serve  during  good  behavior  by  the  act 
of  1791,  39 ;  length  of  term  of  service 
limited  to  ten  years  by  the  constitution  of 
1838,  53 ;  made  elective  by  the  amend- 
ment of  1849-50,  55 ;  beginning  of  terms 
changed  from  first  Monday  of  December 
to  first  Monday  of  January  succeeding 
election,  in  1874,  62 ;  list  of  president 
judges  from  1781,  301. 

Program,  dedication  of  court-house  of  1900, 
152. 

Prothonotarles,  list  of,  from  1781,  308. 

Prothonotary's  office,  increase  of  business 
since  1880,  91. 
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Public  business  of  the  county,  increase  of, 
since  1880,  90-94. 

Public  improvements  in  Washington  County 
since  1840. 113. 

Public  records,  necessity  for  better  protection 
of,  16 ;  Increase  in  number  of,  since  1880, 
90-93. 

Public  square,  deed  for,  by  David  Hoge  to 
James  Edgar  and  others,  in  trust  for  the 
erection  of  court-house  and  prison,  17,  86 ; 
Increase  of,  in  1S9S,  by  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings, one  hundred  feet  in  width  on 
the  west,  86. 

Q 

Quarter  Sessions,  Ctourt  of,  at  first  regarded  as 
the  principal  court,  32 ;  record  of  orders 
relating  to  the  court-house  of  1900,  87. 

Question  for  the  future,  116. 


R 

Railroads  and  public  highways  in  ^yashing. 
ton  County  since  1840,  113. 

Recorders  of  deeds,  list  of,  from  1781,  312. 

Recorder's  office,  increase  of  business  in,  since 
1880,  90. 

Records,  relating  to  erection  of  the  court- 
house of  1900,  where  filed,  126. 

Kedick,  David,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 
1782,  sketch  of,  263,  264. 

Ree,  Reverend  Stephen,  Parish  of  Boharm, 
Scotland,  letters  as  to  Alexander  Addison, 
40. 

Reed,  John,  commissioned  one  of  the  first 
associate  judges,  215. 

Reed,  C.  M.,  contractor  for  carpets  and  rugs 
for  court-house  of  1900,  201. 

"Reed's  fool "  works  on  the  first  court-house, 
21. 

Registers  of  wills,  list  of,  from  1781,  311. 

Register's  office,  increase  of  business  in,  since 
1880,  91. 

Remonstrance  against  expenditure  of  esti- 
mated cost  of  court-house  and  jail  of  1900, 
96,  103. 

Response  by  Mr.  J.  Wiley  Day,  on  behalf  of 
the  tax-payers,  to  presentation  a-ddress  on 
dedication  of  court-house  of  1900,  169  ;  by 
Mr.  D.  S.  Fulton,  also  on  behalf  of  the  tax- 
payers, 171 ;  by  Mr.  James  S.  Buchanan, 
also  on  behalf  of  the  tax-payers,  174 ;  by 
Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor,  A.  L.  J.,  on  behalf  of 
the  Court,  177 ;  by  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson, 
on  behalf  of  the  bar  and  county  officers, 
180. 

Revolutionary  War,  depletion  of  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania  thereby,  4,  7.  210,  211. 

Bichey,  Browne  &  Donald,  sub-contractors  for 


ornamental  iron  work  for  court-house  of 
1900,  201. 

Ritchie,  Matthew,  associate  judge,  39. 

Roads,  early  road  from  the  mouth  of  Ten  Mile 
Creek  to  General  Braddock's  road,  210. 

Roberts,  Samuel,  second  president  judge  under 
constitution  of  1790,  sketch  of,  and  descen- 
dants, 49,  50. 

Ross,  James,  mentioned,  44,  48 ;  admitted  to 
Roll  of  Attorneys  1781,  sketch  of,  264. 

Ryan,  Michael,  contractor  for  iron  furnace- 
stack  for  court-house  of  1900,  202. 


Scott,  Hugh,  a  grantee  of  the  public  square  in 
trust  for  a  court-house  and  prison,  216. 

Scott,  John,  associate  judge,  61 ;  one  of  the 
last  associate  judges,  62. 

Scott,  Thomas,  report  as  clerk  of  courts  as  to 
Indictments  against  Colonel  Gabriel  Cox. 
14 ;  letter  with  return  of  election  of 
Colonel  David  Williamson  and  William 
Johnston  as  justices  of  the  peace  In  1785, 
33 ;  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys  1791, 
sketch  of,  265. 

Scott,  William,  commissioned  as  one  of  the 
first  associate  judges,  215. 

Second  court-house,  1791-1794,  and  related 
public  buildings,  cost  and  description  of, 
24,  218. 

Sermon  concerning  courtrhouse  of  1900  by 
Rev.  Dr.  James  H.  Snowden,  223. 

Sheriffs,  list  of,  from  1781,  306. 

Sheriffs  and  coroners,  under  the  constitution 
of  1790,  38. 

ShlUito,  William  G.,  elected  county  commis- 
sioner from  January  1897, 184,  197. 

Simonson,  John,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 
1796,  death  of,  in  1809,  268. 

Slack-water  improvements  on  Monongahela 
River  since  1840, 113. 

Slagle,  Jacob,  associate  judge,  55. 

Sloan,  Tom  P.,  elected  county  commissioner 
from  January  1900, 197. 

Smith,  Thomas,  admitted  to  Roll  of  Attorneys 
1782,  sketch  of,  263. 

Snowden,  Rev.  Dr.  James  H.,  sermon  by,  con- 
cerning court-house  of  1900,  223. 

South  Washington  borough,  population  in 
1900,  113. 

Southwestern  Pennsylvania  in  1763,  descrip- 
tion by  Thomas  Hutchlns,  engineer  with 
Bouquet's  Expeditions,  2. 

Speer  &  Hollar,  contractors  for  furniture  for 
court-house  of  19C0,  201. 

■'SSDRRATTSINN,"28. 

Standard  Manufacturing  Company,  plumbing 
fixtures  for  court-house  of  1900, 202. 

Statement  required  by  the  act  of  April  20, 1874, 
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p.  L.  65,  regulating  the  Incurring  of  in- 
debtedness by  municipalities,  filed,  195. 

Statue  of  George  Washington  on  third  court- 
house, what  became  of  it,  77,  78. 

Steiner  &  Voegtly,  sub-contractors  for  hard- 
ware for  court-house  of  1900, 202. 

Stewart,  Hon.  W.  F.  Bay,  judge  of  York 
County,  letter  of  regret  in  reply  to  invita- 
tion to  dedication  of  the  court-house  of 
1900, 154. 

Stinson,  Kennedy  &  Co.,  contractors  for 
plumbing  work  and  electric  fixtures  for 
court-house  of  1900,  192,  201. 

Sub-contractors  for  court-house  of  1900,  201. 

Subpoena  lor  social  meeting  of  Washington 
Bar  Association  on  December  14,  1901,  254. 

Superintendents  of  common  schools,  list  of, 
from  1854.  319. 

Swearingen,  Andrew,  and  John  Hoge,  con- 
tractors for  erection  of  first  court-house,  17, 
18,22. 

Swearingen,  Van,  a  grantee  of  the  public 
square  in  trust  for  a  court-house  and 
prison,  216. 

T 

Taylor,  Colonel  Henry,  at  Council  of  War  at 
Catfish  Camp  in  1777,  5;  first  president 
judge,  commissioned  August  24,  1781,  re- 
commissioned  September  30,  1788,  and 
sketch  of,  35 ;  associate  judge  under  con- 
stitutian  of  1790,  39 ;  before  the  Presbytery 
of  old  Redstone  for  encouraging  promis- 
cuousdancing,42  ;settled  near  Washington 
In  1770,  208  ;  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace 
in  the  quarter  Sessions  of  Westmoreland, 
208,  210;  commissioned  as  first  president 
judge,  214,  215. 

Taylor,  Hon.  J.  F.,  great-grandson  of  Colonel 
Henry  Taylor,  11,  35,  115;  opinion  and 
decree  approving  plans  of  fourth  court- 
house and  jail,  107;  address  on  laying  of 
comer-stone  of  fourth  court-house,  118 ; 
sketch  of,  response  on  behalf  of  the  Court 
to  presentation  address  on  dedication  of 
the  court-house  of  1900, 177. 

Tax-levy  for  1860,  84  ;  for  1900,  248. 

Ten  Mile  Creek,  the  Hupps,  Teagardens,  and 
Bumgartners  settle  at  mouth  of,  in  1767, 
208;  early  road  from  the  mouth  of,  to 
General  Braddock's  road,  210. 

Third  court-house,  and  related  public  build- 
ings, cost  of,  67,  218 ;  contents  of  comer- 
stone,  1840,  68;  law  library  therein,  68; 
contractors  for,  71 ;  description  of,  76,  78, 
218. 

Thomas,  Eli,  sub-contractor  for  artificial  mar- 
ble work  for  court-house  of  1900,  202. 

Todd,  Mr.  M.  Hampton,  of  the  Philadelphia 
Bar,  letter  of  regret  in  reply  to  invitation 


to  dedication  of  the  court-house  of  1900, 

155. 
"Tommehocks  and  sculping  knives,"  to  be 

made,  7. 
Topographical  description   of  Southwestern 

Pennsylvania   and  Virginia   in    1763,  by 

Thomas  Hutchins,  2. 
Town  Hall  of  1869,  removal  of,  in  1898,  67; 

history  of,  187,  188. 
Treasurers  of  county,  list  of,  from  1781,  318. 
Triennial  assessment  of  coal,  separately,  in 

Washington  County  in  1900, 114,  115,  116. 
Turnpikes  in  Washington  County  in  1840,  113. 
Twenty-seventh  judicial  district,  composed  of 

Washington  and  Beaver  counties,  created 

in  1866,  52-60 ;  became  a  separate  judicial 

district  under  constitution  of  1874,  61,  62. 


Van  Dorn  Iron  Works  Company,  sub-con- 
tractors for  prison  work  for  court-house  of 
1900,  202. 

Vanklrk,  William,  associate  judge,  55. 

Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  Boundary  Contro- 
versy, 4  ;  discussed,  211,  214. 

Virginia  counties,  during  the  Boundary  Con- 
troversy, 4,  211-214. 

Virginia  Courts  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  13, 
14 ;  in  Washington  County,  on  Gabby 
Farm,  14,213. 

Virginia,  letters  from  Patrick  Henry,  governor 
of,  in  1776,  1777,  6,  9,  10. 

w 

Wadsworth  Stone  and  Paving  Company,  sub- 
contractors for  cement  floors  and  side- 
walks, 202. 

Washington,  General  George,  statue  of,  on 
third  court-house,  what  became  of  it, 
77,  78. 

Washington,  town  of,  laid  out  on  Catfish 
Camp  and  Grand  Cairo  on  October  13, 
1781,  207,  216. 

Washington  Bar  Association,  incorporation 
of,  251 :  officers  and  committees  on  organ- 
ization, 252 :  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Amspoker,  president  and  re- 
cording secretary  respectively,  in  1900, 
253  ;  social  meeting  of  members,  Decem- 
ber 14,  1901,  253. 

Washington  Borough,  aged  citizens,  in  1840, 
74 ;  population  In  1840  and  in  1900 ;  113. 

Washington  County,  created  by  the  act  of 
March  28,  1781,  12;  original  limits,  early 
court-houses  of,  13 ;  first  terms  of  court, 
11 ;  first  eoiut-house,  erected  In  1787-1789, 
18 ;  contractors,  cost  of  and  to  whom  paid, 
18-22 ;  second  court-house,  erected  in  1791- 
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94,  cost,  description  of,  24-30 ;  lawyers 
practising  In,  prior  to  1840,  SO,  31 :  early 
judges  under  constitution  of  1776,  35; 
judicial  system  under  constitution  of  1790, 
37 ;  changes  In  limits  prior  to  1800,  39 ;  in 
fifth  judicial  district  in  1791,  39;  president 
judges  to  be  learned  in  the  law,  1791, 
sketches  of,  39-66;  in  fourteenth  judicial 

,  district  in  1818,  51;  in  twenty-seventh 
judicial  district  in  1866,  60;  made  a 
separate  judicial  district  in  1874,  the 
twenty-seventh,  62  ;  third  court-house, 
erected  in  1839-42,  cost  of,  67  ;  new  jail  of 
1867-68.  67;  contents  of  comer-stone  of 
1840,  68 ;  description  of  third  court-house, 
76.  77  ;  court  library  room  in,  6S ;  finances 
of,  in  1860,  79 ;  tax-levy  for  1860,  84 ;  the 
court-house  of  1900,  approval  of  the  plans, 
86 ;  of  the  competitive  preliminary  plans, 
those  of  F.  J.  Osterling  selected,  petition 
of  commissioners  by  Mr.  James  Q.  McGiffln, 
for  approval,  87 ;  approval  of  erection  by 
two  grand  juries,  88;  estimated  cost  of 
court-house  and  jail,  $500,000,  89 ;  increase 
of  public  business  in  public  offices,  since 
1880,  90-93;  overtaxed  condition  of  the 
old  jail,  94 ;  proposed  style  and  manner  of 
construction,  94;  remonstrance  against 
expenditure  of  $500,000,  96 ;  indorsements 
by  county  officers,  97,  98 ;  report  of  court 
reporter,  Mr.  Clarke,  as  to  court-houses, 
etc.,  of  Westmoreland,  Fayette,  and 
Allegheny  counties,  99-103 ;  circular  and 
remonstrance  against  expenditure  of 
$500,000,  attached  to  petition.  103-105; 
hearing  on  exceptions  to  approval  of 
plans,  106 ;  order,  opinion  and  decree  ap- 
proving plans  as  presented.  106,  107; 
further  statistics  showing  development 
since  1840,  112-116;  population  in  1840, 
1900,  113;  slack-water  navigation  since 
1840, 113 ;  turnpikes  and  public  roads,  113 ; 
agriculttiral  changing  to  manufacturing 
and  commercial  interests,  113 ;  corporate 
combinations  and  companies  in,  114 ;  coal 
acreage  separately  assessed  in  1900,  114; 
coal  companies  operating,  and  acreage 
owned  and  assessed.  114-116 ;  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  court-house  of  1900,  117 ; 
address  by  Hon.  J.  F.  Taylor.  A.  L.  J.,  118; 
address  by  Hon.  J.  A.  McHvaine,  P.  J., 
119 ;  early  settlers  of.  208  ;  organization  of 
courts  of  justice.  214 ;  presiding  judges 
from  the  beginning,  215. 

Washington  Hospital,  lunch  and  dinner  by 
ladies  of,  on  dedication  of  court-house  of 
1900.  222. 

Washington  and  Pittsburg  Turnpike,  113. 

Washington  and  Williamsport  Turnpike,  113, 

Warne,  W.   Parkison,    and   Boyd   E.,  great- 


grandsons  of  Joseph  Parkinson,  brother 
of  Thomas  and  William  Parkinson,  11, 
12. 

Watson,  James,  declines  commission  as  presi- 
dent judge  in  1864,  .58 ;  admitted  to  EoU 
of  Attorneys  1831,  sketch  of,  28. 

Westmoreland  County,  organized  by  act  of 
February  26, 1773,  4 ;  court-house  and  jail, 
description  and  cost  of,  99 ;  erection  and 
western  limits  of.  209;  Hassler's  History 
of  Old  Westmoreland,  209 ;  early  records 
of  its  courts  kept  by  General  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  commissions  of,  209;  Pitt  and 
Springhill,  townships  of,  embracing  lands 
now  in  Washington  County,  210;  early 
road  from  the  mouth  of  Ten  Mile  Creek  to 
General  Braddock's  road,  210. 

West  Washington  borough,  population  in  1900, 
113. 

Whiskey,  amount  consumed  in  building  of 
first  courtrhouse,  19,  21,  22  n. 

White,  John,  commissioned  as  one  of  the  first 
associate  judges,  215. 

White,  Scott  A.,  sub-contractor  for  tile  roof- 
ing for  courtrhouse  of  1900.  202. 

Wilkeson,  Samuel,  as  to  destitution  of  com- 
fortable clothing  at  time  of  the  first  term 
of  court,  23. 

Will  case,  in  ye  olden  time.  Brown  v.  Brown, 
256. 

Williamson,  Colonel  David,  at  Council  of 
War  at  Catfish  Camp  in  1777,  5;  elected 
but  not  commissioned  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  judge  in  1785,  33 ;  character  of, 
33;  expedition  against  the  Moravian 
Indians,  33. 

Wilson,  Alexander,  admitted  to  Roll  of  At- 
tomeys  1826,  sketch  of  279. 

Wilson,  Mr.  Alexander  (1S53),  sketch  of,  re- 
sponse on  behalf  of  the  bar  and  cotmty 
officers  to  the  presentation  address  on  the 
dedication  of  the  court-house  of  1900,  ISO ; 
president  of  Washington  Bar  Association 
1901,  253. 

WilBon,  Mr.  David  S.,  first  librarian  In  charge 
of  court  library,  260 ;  admitted  to  Roll  of 
Attorneys  1849,  sketch  of,  286. 

Wilson,  George,  ex-officio  judge  of  Bedford 
County,  209. 

Wilson,  James,  mentioned,  281. 

Wilson,  R.  S.,  director  of  the  poor,  death  of, 
noticed  by  Mr.  James  1.  Brownson,  196. 

Witherow,  Samuel  R.,  describes  second  court- 
house, 24. 

Wotring,  Abraham,  associate  judge,  55. 


Young,   B.   P.   &    Co.,    sub-contractors    for 
marble  work  for  court-hou^e  of  1900,  202. 


Y^- 


\    \    \ 


3 


% 


